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GATHERING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 
Reconciling God, 
 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our 
lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe 
that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, 
renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness 
of life. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. C: Amen. 

 
GATHERING SONG:                                                          “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 
 
1 O Jesus, I have promised 
 to serve you to the end; 
 remain forever near me, 
 my master and my friend. 
 I shall not fear the battle 
 if you are by my side, 
 nor wander from the pathway 
 if you will be my guide. 
 



2 Oh, let me feel you near me; 
 the world is ever near. 
 I see the sights that dazzle, 
 the tempting sounds I hear. 
 My foes are ever near me, 
 around me and within; 
 but, Jesus, then draw nearer 
 to shield my soul from sin. 
 
3 Oh, let me hear you speaking 
 in accents clear and still 
 above the storms of passion, 
 the murmurs of self-will. 
 Now speak to reassure me, 
 to hasten or control; 
 now speak and make me listen, 
 O Guardian of my soul. 
 
4 O Jesus, you have promised 
 to all who follow you 
 that where you are in glory 
 your servant shall be too. 
 And Jesus, I have promised 
 to serve you to the end; 
 oh, give me grace to follow, 
 my master and my friend. 
 

Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt. 

 
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
 
Let us pray: 
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the 

world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us 
strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 
C: Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Prayer for the United States of America 
Almighty God,  
 
We as brothers and sisters in Christ come before you with broken hearts. We are confused, 
worried, angry and conflicted about all that is going on in our country and our world. Lord, 
we know and cling to the truth that our Hope lies in You.  
God, you have told us that your greatest command is to love. Love you and love others. We 
pray that every person in our great land will follow this command. Create in us the desire to 
choose love instead of our own selfish ways and desires.  
 
We ask you, our Prince of Peace, to blanket our country with an unexplainable feeling of 
peace that can only come from you. Help us all to pause and pray first, and then work 
together by listening to one another so we can make necessary changes for a better nation; 
a place where everyone feels safe, a land where racial injustice is forever in the past, a 
place where we build each other up. Let us love one another well. Let all we do be for your 
glory.  
 
In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen 

 
 

WORD 
FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 15:15-21 

 

15O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on  
my persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I  
suffer insult. 16Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a  
joy and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. 17I  
did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your  
hand I sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation. 18Why is my pain unceasing, my  
wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like  
waters that fail. 19Therefore thus says the LORD: If you turn back, I will take you back,  
and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,  
you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to  
them. 20And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against  
you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver  
you, says the LORD. 21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you  
from the grasp of the ruthless.  
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 26:1-8 
1Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity; 
  I have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered. 
2Test me, O LORD, and try me; 
  examine my heart and my mind. 
3For your steadfast love is before my eyes; 
  I have walked faithfully with you. 



4I have not sat with the worthless, 
  nor do I consort with the deceitful.  
5I have hated the company of evildoers; 
  I will not sit down with the wicked. 
6I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, 
  that I may go in procession round your altar, 
7singing aloud a song of thanksgiving 
  and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
8LORD, I love the house in which you dwell 
  and the place where your glory abides.  
 

SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21    
9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with  
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in  
spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 14Bless those  
who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice,  
weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but  
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone  
evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far  
as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but  
leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says  
the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them  
something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21Do  
not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  
 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL SONG  

Alleluia. May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our hearts, so 
that we may know the hope to which God has called us. Alleluia. (Eph. 1:17, 18) 

 

GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 16:21-28  
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to 
show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the 
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 
raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, 
Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind 
me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things.” 



  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit 
them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for 
their life? 
  27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then 
he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some 
standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom.”  The gospel of the Lord.   

   
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
SERMON 

Are You An Obstacle? 

Grace and peace to you from Our Lord Jesus who is the Christ. 

It was just last week when we heard Jesus praise Peter because Peter revealed to Jesus 

and the disciples who Jesus truly is –the Messiah, the Son of the Living God! Kudos to 

Peter! Now, Peter is in the dog house for being an obstacle to the mission and ministry of 

Jesus. Jesus knows that He must go, suffer, be killed, and be raised and yet Peter doesn’t 

want any of that to happen. Peter wants a Messiah who will stand strong against 

oppression and injustice; a Messiah who will free the Jewish people from the tyranny of 

Roman rule. Peter wants what Peter wants and Jesus is telling Peter he can’t have it his 

way. Jesus is doing the will of His Father and that includes going to the cross. Peter won’t 

be allowed to stand in His way and keep Him from doing His Father’s will.    

Are you a Peter? Are you an obstacle to God’s mission in the world? If we are completely 

honest with ourselves, the answer to both questions is a resounding –YES! You see, Peter 

knows that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the Living God. He professed that openly. We 

know Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the Living God and we profess that openly, too. 

Every time we gather for worship we worship God. Every time we recite the Creed we 

profess Jesus as the Messiah. We understand Jesus is the Messiah and yet we, like Peter, 

get in His way. 

We get in God’s way because we fail to understand or discern His mission for us in this 

world. We don’t allow God to lead us. and we follow His lead. We want what we want and 

more often than not, we go to great lengths to get exactly what we want. It doesn’t matter, 

at this point, what God wants because we are no longer focused on Him. We allow the 

world to interfere with what God is telling us to do. We take our eyes off of the cross and 

focus on things of the world.  



None of us is alone in taking our eyes off of the cross and yet we see the church as a safe 

place. That place that shelters us from the outside world. That place that keeps the evil that 

happens in the world out of our world, at least for a little while.  The reality of it all is the 

church can’t keep us safe because Jesus told everyone that if we are to follow Him, we 

must pick up our cross. 

To take up our cross is to choose Jesus’ way over the way of society, often positioning 

ourselves against very powerful and respectable forces. To take up our cross may lead to 

nothing more than awkward stares if we were to not allow the murderers and proponents of 

injustice into our homes. 

It may involve much more risk. To take up the cross set before us may result in 

consequences that we would not choose. Martin Luther King Jr. said from prison, “This is 

the cross that we must bear for the freedom of our people.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer, wrote of 

costly grace from his prison cell where his opposition to the policies of Hitler landed him, 

and finally cost him his life. Dom Helder Camara, Brazilian Bishop and leader of the 

nonviolent movement for democracy in Latin America, wrote, “We shall not walk on roses, 

people will not throng to hear us and applaud us, and we shall not always be aware of 

divine protection. If we are to be pilgrims for justice and peace, we must expect desert.” If 

we could ask any of the martyrs of the faith, in the past or today, they would all speak of the 

terror of inviting the wrath of earthly rulers who have the power to imprison and execute. 

Ask Jeremiah. 

 

Yet we come and we listen to the words of Jesus weekly. Words that we need to give us 

the power to pick up the cross that is set before us daily. It may not be the cross of a 

Bonhoeffer, or a Martin Luther King Jr., but is our cross and it may incite in us the same 

fear. We gather as a community of faith, we teach our children and seek to nurture and be 

nurtured so that we can be faithful disciples. We gather for worship and are fed so that we 

can live the other six days as disciples of Jesus open to the needs of others. Disciples 

ready to speak out against injustice and prejudice where we find it. 

Jesus does not want us to cocoon in the safety of our homes or our church. Jesus wants us 

to be disciples, picking up those crosses that often require us to run into the wall of the 

society around us. Jesus does not want us to do good works in an effort to secure God’s 

favor, it is already ours. If we continue to try to secure the favor of God through good works 

we will not secure our lives. Only by giving up our lives, we will find them. 

If we could ask Martin Luther King Jr., Bonhoeffer or any of the other martyrs of the faith, 

they would also tell us of how full and blessed their lives were. They found their lives in 

giving them up. They lived as disciples, as they were created to live and there is nothing 

like it. We know some of what they speak when we give of our time and energy forgetting 

ourselves in the service of others. When we comfort someone at the death of a loved one, 



when we wipe the food from the chin of someone in a nursing home, when we coach a 

team of children and are rewarded by a smile, when we invite others to join us for worship, 

or speak of our faith, and when we hold a frightened child and know the child is comforted. 

When we pick up our cross, our focus is on God and we no longer are an obstacle to His 

ministry on earth. We are allowing God to lead us and we become willing disciples and 

follow Him. 

Once again Peter looks a lot like us. Peter the rock who could walk on water. Peter the rock 

who sank like a rock. Peter the rock on which Jesus would build his church. Peter the 

stumbling block. This was Peter who Jesus loved enough to shake up and push beyond his 

comfort zone and sends him out as his disciple knowing that he would, indeed, pick up his 

cross and follow. 

The story is not over for us either, because Jesus calls us to take up our cross and follow. 

We do not know what that cross might look like but we are assured that it is the cross that 

will lead to life. The life of which Jesus speaks when he said, “I have come that you might 

have life in all abundance.” Not abundance in ‘stuff’ but abundance in fulfillment, life which 

is eternal. 

Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” 
 
1 You have come down to the lakeshore 
 seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy, 
 but only asking for me to follow. 
 
Refrain 
 Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes; 
 kindly smiling, you've called out my name. 
 On the sand I have abandoned my small boat; 
 now with you, I will seek other seas. 
 
2 You know full well what I have, Lord: 
 neither treasure nor weapons for conquest, 
 just these my fish nets and will for working.  Refrain 
 
3 You need my hands, my exhaustion, 
 working love for the rest of the weary-- 
 a love that's willing to go on loving.  Refrain 
 
4 You who have fished other waters; 
 you, the longing of souls that are yearning: 
       O loving Friend, you have come to call me. Refrain 

Text: Cesáreo Gabaráin, 1936-1991 



The Apostle’s Creed 
Let us profess our faith by reciting the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world,  
and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of your church on 
divine things. Grant us trust in you, that we lose our lives for the sake of Christ and thereby 
discover joy in life through him. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal your creation and give us eyes to 
see the world as you do. As the seasons change, pattern the rhythm of our lives in 
harmony with all creation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to hear one another, 
even those we name as enemies. Fill all leaders with mercy and understanding that they 
advocate and genuinely care for those who are poor and most vulnerable in their 
communities. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk with all those 
who are hungry, friendless, despairing, and desiring healing in body and spirit. Open our 
hearts to you, O God, for you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to all 
who seek prayer this day, especially those affected by the Covid-19 virus, those on our 
prayer list and those we name in our hearts before you now…. Accomplish healing through 
the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, researchers and all who tend 
to human bodies. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 



 

God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a strong sense of your 
presence and love. Accompany those who are uncertain, raise the spirits of those who are 
despairing, and heal the sick. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and persevere in 
prayer. Make our congregation a workshop of your love. When we quarrel, bring 
reconciliation. Help us overcome evil with good. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
God of all grace, you give us everlasting life. In love we recall your holy ones who now live 
in your undying light. In our remembering, give us a foretaste of the feast to come. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers  
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
 
Thanksgiving for the Word 
 
Offering Prayer 
 
Let us pray, 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the 
heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. 
Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our 
communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen. 
 
Our Father 
Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses,  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
       and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 



SENDING 
BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and 

keep you in eternal love. Amen. 

 
 
Dismissal 
 
Sending Hymn                     “Praise and Thanks and Adoration” 
 
1 Praise and thanks and adoration, 
 Son of God, to you we give, 
 for you chose to serve creation, 
 died that sinners all might live. 
 Dear Lord Jesus, guide my way; 
 faithful let me day by day 
 follow where your steps are leading, 
 find adventure, joys exceeding! 
 
2 Hold me ever in your keeping, 
 comfort me in pain and strife; 
 through my laughter and my weeping, 
 lift me to a nobler life. 
 Draw my fervent love to you; 
 constant hope and faith renew 
 in your birth, your life and passion, 
 in your death and resurrection. 
 

Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634-1703 
 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that 
which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

Jack & Jean Boston, Nancy Capo, Tony & Kathy Minner, Bill & 
Diane Obergfell, Delores Opfer, Gordy & Ursula Preston, Sherrie 
Timm, Cheryle Seilhamer, Gisela Schafer, Wayne and Trish 
Hoagland, Al Hewson, Renee McLoud, Sherry Timm, Marilyn 
Duteau, Alan Overton, Barbie Overton, Pastor Tom Sublett. 
 
 

PRAYERS FOR FAMILY & FRIENDS OF HOPE 

 

Ron Fleek – Son of Rick & Ellie Fleek 
Sandy & Jim Speicher - Daughter & son-in-law of Schirras  
Pastor Keith and Pastor Janet Grill – Friends of Hope                                                                                                                                          
Eli –Son of Pastor Keith and Pastor Janet 
Carol Prieur – Friend of the Kelly’s with Lynch Syndrome 
Brian Lester- Son of Bob and Becky 
Ray Ulmer's brother 

Lori and Keither – Family of Ruth McLoud 

Members of the Armed Forces 
Emergency First Responders 
All who are touched in any way with the pandemic. 
 
 

Please let the church office know of anyone needing 

our prayers. Thank you. 
 

 

 



 

 

REMINDER: 

Our Church Building Closed due to the increase in 

COVID-19 cases in Florida and Volusia County!  

 

ALL ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELED! 

 
 


