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In the fiscal year 2023, OSHA performed
approximately 30,000 inspections. In 2023,
OSHA issued approximately $283 million in
penalties for workplace safety and health
violations. This figure reflects the total fines
imposed across various industries for non-
compliance with OSHA regulations, including
serious violations, repeat violations, and willful
violations.

2024 OSHA
INSPECTIONS

ARE ON THE RISE

www.safetyEHS.com

Safety Highlight:
Forklift Safety
Forklifts are indispensable tools in warehouses,
construction sites, and industrial environments.
They help lift, move, and stack heavy loads with
efficiency and ease. However, their power and
versatility come with significant risks if not
operated safely. Forklift safety is not just a
regulatory requirement; it’s a vital aspect of
ensuring the well-being of employees and the
protection of valuable assets.

“Let us take the
liability off of
your hands.”

-Safety EHS Solutions

Key Forklift Safety Practices
Ensuring forklift safety involves a combination of proper
training, routine maintenance, and adherence to safety
protocols. Here are essential practices to incorporate:
1. Comprehensive Training
Operators must be thoroughly trained and certified.
This includes understanding the specific model of
forklift they will be using, learning about load
capacities, and mastering safe driving techniques.
Ongoing training and refreshers should also be part of
the safety program to address new safety protocols
and technological advancements.
2. Regular Maintenance
Routine inspections and maintenance are crucial for
keeping forklifts in safe working condition. This involves
checking brakes, steering mechanisms, tires, and other
essential components. Any malfunctioning parts should
be repaired or replaced immediately to prevent
accidents.
3. Safe Operating Procedures
Operators should adhere to established safety
protocols:

Load Handling: Always ensure loads are properly
secured and within the forklift’s capacity. Avoid
overloading, and ensure loads are evenly
distributed.
Visibility: Use spotters or mirrors to enhance
visibility when maneuvering in tight spaces or
reversing.
Speed Limits: Maintain safe speeds, especially in
congested areas or when turning corners.

4. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
Wear appropriate PPE, such as safety helmets, high-
visibility vests, and steel-toed boots. PPE helps protect
against injuries that might occur if an accident does
happen.
5. Communication and Awareness
Effective communication between forklift operators
and other employees is crucial. Use clear signals and
maintain awareness of surroundings to prevent
collisions and accidents. Establishing a clear protocol
for signal communication can greatly reduce
misunderstandings and enhance safety.


