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This Musings will span the period that includes both Mother’s Day and Father’ Day.  We 
easily use terms like “Father” when addressing clergy and reference Mother Church often and 
reverently.  In doing so, we assume that highest level of love, service and protection that is 
imaginable and then attribute those qualities to human beings, who often fall short of the high 
ideals that they represent.  In fact, even in the best families, relationships with parents can be 
complicated, and in some cases, even hurtful.  It can be a barrier to people who struggle with 
imperfect fathers and mothers to easily connect with a church that emphasizes the parental 
ideal in its practice and symbolism. 

The ideal of both Father and Mother is a loving, and nurturing God.  Like any good 
parent, God establishes boundaries and commandments that are for the protection of the child.  
We strain against those boundaries as we grow, but we trust both that the commandments are 
for our good, and also that when we transgress those commandments, that we will be forgiven 
and received when we turn again to the safety and love our heavenly family. 

I don’t believe any sane and well-intentioned parent deliberately hurts a child, but this 
world is broken, and it can happen that a parent can be so lost and flawed that they harm those 
they should love and protect best. Even when we have good parents with best intentions, we can 
fall under the stress of being good providers and protectors and have times when we miss the 
ideal to which we aspire.  As a parent, I admit that I am not always a perfect reflection of the 
ideals that God establishes.   

But because we have had parents who failed, or parents who missed their goals for their 
children as they tried to do their best, it shouldn’t diminish our faith in a Loving God and 
Father, and a church that is our protector and nurturing force.  We don’t build our 
understanding of God by making Him to be a larger version of the flawed children He is trying 
to transform and heal.  We instead look to the ideals as they are most pure, and then we work to 
make our work as mothers and fathers, and with mothers and fathers, to grow close each day by 
love, prayer and sacrifice, 

These days in which we honor our father and mother should be days of prayer for 
forgiveness and understanding.  We should ask God for the miracles that bring transformation, 
healing and reconciliation in our lives.  We should also be thankful, so very thankful, for those 
times and people who have been good mothers and fathers for us.  They are truly a gift from 
God to be cherished and honored.  We also need to be prayerful as we strive to grow toward the 
highest practice of these holy callings of parenthood, ever striving to be more like our just and 
loving God and his nurturing and protective Mother Church.  Let’s make the best gift we give 
and receive be the prayers of thanksgiving, and of hope, for our parents and for us to grow in 
grace as we learn to be the parents we hope to be.   

Yours in Christ.  Fr. Mike + 
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Chuck Cole  Kerry O’Brien-Henz   Fr. Robert & Kathy Frederickson 
Megan Kachel   Peggy Ryan  John & Donna McFall 
Elena Martinez   Johnny Vaughan  Fernando & Diane Salazar 
Donna McFall  Marion Yantsios 
 

Samenta Gonzales    Allan & Emmy Halaby 
Remi Kerouac           Mike & Yariko Martin 
Troy McCurrin           David & Gina Otero 
Isabella Rivera          Carol & Allen York 
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St. Patrick’s Anglican Church is a car-
ing loving community.  Please join us 
for one of the Sunday or Weekday 
Services.    

The Diocese of the Eastern United States is 
a vibrant and growing family of parishes 
serving our Christian family from Pennsyl-
vania to Florida. As members of , The Angli-
can Catholic Church, we are part of Christ's 
One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. 
Our teaching and practice are based soundly 
on the Holy Bible and the traditional Book 
of Common Prayer.  

Archbishop Juan Garcia  

Bishop  William Bower, SSC 

Rev. Fr. Michael Kerouac, Rector 

Rev. Fr. Tim Gouge,  Vicar 

Rev. Fr. Chester O’Brien,  Curate/
Retired 

 
 
Vestry: Senior Warden: Andrea 
Mustafa;, Junior Warden :  Treasur-
er: Jeff Simmen; Secretary:  Linda 
Gould Vestry at Large: Lionel Felix, 
Lea Taylor-Malarae, John McFall & 
Mike Brady 

St. Patrick’s Anglican 
Church 
4797 Curtis Boulevard 
Port St. John, FL  32927 
 

Phone: 321-802-1311 
E-mail: stpatrickspsj@gmail.com 
Web:  https://www.Stpatrickspsj.org   
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/
StPatspsj  

Service Times 
Sunday Communion Service 
8:00 AM Service – Live  
10:00 AM Service –Live & Streamed 
5th Sunday Healing Service and 
Fellowship –May 31st, 2026 
 
Wednesday Communion Service 
6:00 PM Service—Live & Streamed 
 
Morning Prayer Services 
Mon.-Tues.-Wed.-Thurs.– Fri.  

 


