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IN T R O DUC T I O N
This record is a thank you to the artists who deeply influenced my songwriting roots.
I want to honor their legacy and talent. I have always been drawn to the
singer/songwriter style and the songs that made me feel something. Most of these
songs are by artists that inspired me in my early years. A few of the songs are songs that
I always loved. In performing/recording the songs, I tried to make them my own while
retaining the heart and spirit of each one. As a singer/songwriter, when I choose to do a
cover song, I have to connect with the song and the story as though I wrote it.
I would have changed more than two songs lyrically, but the licensing would get
costly and complicated, so I kept it to only minimal changes to lyrics in
“Walking in Memphis” and “These Days”.
As most musicians know, this has been a long road.
There are other artists that I did not represent in this lineup that I was very influenced by.
They include The Eagles, America, Dan Fogelberg and The Police to name a few.
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THE BOYS OF SUMMER
Nobody on the road, nobody on the beach
I feel it in the air, the summer’s out of reach
Empty lake, empty streets, the sun goes down alone
I’m driving by your house, though I know you’re not home but
I can see you, your brown skin shinin’ in the sun
You got your hair combed back and sunglasses on, baby
I can tell you my love for you will still be strong
After the boys of summer have gone
I never will forget those nights, I wonder if it was a dream
Remember how you made me crazy, remember how I made you scream
I don’t understand what happened to our love
I’m gonna get you back, gonna show you what I’m made of
I can see you, your brown skin shinin’ in the sun
I see you walking real slow and smilin’ at everyone
I can tell you my love for you will still be strong
After the boys of summer have gone
Out on the road today, I saw a Deadhead sticker on a Cadillac
A little voice inside my head said “Don’t look back, you can never look back”
I thought I knew what love was, what did I know?
Those days are gone forever, I should just let them go but
I can see you, your brown skin shinin’ in the sun
You got that top pulled down and radio on, baby
I can tell you my love for you will still be strong
After the boys of summer have gone
I can see you, your brown skin shinin’ in the sun
You got your hair slicked back and Wayfarers on, baby
I can tell you my love for you will still be strong
After the boys of summer have gone
If I had to pick a song that is my absolute favorite, it would be
this one. It’s nostalgic and emotional. It takes you back to good
memories. Also, Mike Campbell is my favorite guitar player and
it’s amazing he wrote the song and brought it to Tom Petty who
turned it down. I love what Don Henley did with it.
I started my band in 1990, and we played this full band
following the original arrangement. It was fun.
When I decided to record it, I put my own style on it.
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I CAN’T MAKE YOU LOVE ME
Turn down the lights, turn down the bed
Turn down these voices inside my head
Lay down with me, please tell me no lies
Just hold me close, don’t patronize, don’t patronize
Cause I can’t make you love me if you don’t
You can’t make your heart feel something it won’t
Here in the dark, in these final hours
I will lay down my heart and I’ll feel the power
But you won’t, no you won’t
Cause I can’t make you love me, if you don’t
I’ll close my eyes, then I won’t see
The love you don’t feel when you’re holding me
Morning will come and I’ll do what’s right
Just give me till then to give up this fight
And I will give up this fight
Cause I can’t make you love me if you don’t
You can’t make your heart feel something it won’t
Here in the dark, in these final hours
I will lay down my heart and I’ll feel the power
But you won’t, no you won’t
‘Cause I can’t make you love me, if you don’t
So lay down with me, tell me no lies
Just hold me close, and don’t patronize
I can’t make you love me if you don’t
You can’t make your heart feel something it won’t
Here in the dark, in these final hours
I will lay down my heart and I’ll feel the power
But you won’t, no you won’t
Cause I can’t make you love me, if you don’t
This is a song I always loved and I always cried
when I listened to it. It is such a sad song. But, it is
such a great story that paints a vivid picture. I am
not a jazz musician, so this version is taking
a simpler, singer/songwriter approach.
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WALKING IN MEMPHIS
Put on my blue suede shoes and I boarded the plane
Touched down in the land of the Delta Blues
In the middle of the pouring rain
W.C. Handy won’t you look down over me
I got a first class ticket, but I’m bluer than blue can be
But then I’m walking in Memphis
I was walking with my feet ten feet off of Beale
Walking in Memphis, but do I really feel the way I feel
Saw the ghost of Elvis on Union Avenue
Followed him up to the gates of Graceland
Then I watched him walk right through
Now security they did not see him, they just hovered ‘round his tomb
There’s a pretty little thing, waiting for the king down in the Jungle Room
When I was walking in Memphis I was walking with my feet ten feet off of Beale
Walking in Memphis, but do I really feel the way I feel
They’ve got catfish on the table, they’ve got gospel in the air
Reverend Green would be glad to see you when you haven’t got a prayer
But you got a prayer in Memphis
Muriel, plays piano every Friday at the Hollywood
Yeah they brought me down to see her and they asked me if I would
Do a little number and I sang with all my might
She said, “Are you a Christian child?” and I said, “Yes, I am tonight”
Walking in Memphis, I was walking with my feet ten feet off of Beale
Walking in Memphis, but do I really feel the way I feel
Walking in Memphis, I was walking with my feet ten feet off of Beale
Walking in Memphis, but do I really feel the way I feel
Touched down in the land of the Delta Blues
In the middle of the pouring rain
Once Marc Cohn hit the scene, I was definitely into
his music. I really like his whole catalog of songs and
feel he is a great songwriter. I was snowboarding in
Jackson Hole this year (2020) and for whatever
reason, this song came into my head. I decided to
record it and make it part of the record.
* The song attained custom licensing
and allowed me to make a few changes
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ALABAMA
Oh Alabama
The devil fools with the best laid plan
Swing low Alabama
You got the spare change
You got to feel strange and now the moment
Is all that it meant
Alabama, you got the weight on your shoulders
That’s breaking your back
Your Cadillac has got a wheel in the ditch and a wheel on the track
Oh Alabama
Banjos playing through the broken glass
Windows down in Alabama
See the old folks tied in white robes, hear the banjo
Don’t it take you down home?
Yeah, see the old folks tied in white robes, hear the banjo
Don’t it take you down home?
Alabama, you got the weight on your shoulders
That’s breaking your back
Your Cadillac has got a wheel in the ditch and a wheel on the track
Oh Alabama
Can I see you and shake your hand
Make friends down in Alabama
I’m from a new land, I come to you and
See all this ruin what are you doing Alabama?
You got the rest of the union to help you along
So what’s going wrong?
Neil Young is in my top three favorites. I actually
started a band called Cinnamon Girl which we
played locally for a few years. He was the artist I was
so into throughout high school and college. I always
thought he was so cool. He was brave and spoke up
about social issues, like in this song.
Asking the question, why can’t people be kind?

Written by

Neil Young
L ESLIE

CO S TA

Recorded
and performed by
Neil Young

| 6 |

C O V E R

STO RI ES

LEARNING TO FLY
I started out down a dirty road
Started out all alone
Then the sun went down as I crossed the hill
The town lit up, and the world got still
I’m learning to fly but I ain’t got wings
Coming down is the hardest thing
Well, the good old days may not return
The rocks might melt and the sea may burn
I’m learning to fly
But I ain’t got wings
Coming down
Is the hardest thing
Well, some say life will beat you down
Break your heart, steal your crown
So I’ve started out for God knows where
I guess I’ll know when I get there
I’m learning to fly around the clouds
What goes up
Must come down
I’m learning to fly
But I ain’t got wings
Coming down is the hardest thing
I’m learning to fly
Coming down
Is the hardest thing
Tom Petty is in my top three favorite artists. When I
started playing in live bands, I felt his point of view in
a lot of his music. In addition, I love the sound of him
and his band. I recently took a quiz on Facebook that
challenged me to find out what Tom Petty song my
personality matched. The answer for me is the song
“Learning to Fly”. So I decided, hey, I want to
record that one.
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CRYSTAL
Do you always trust your first initial feeling
Special knowledge, holds true bears believing
I turned around and the water was closing all around
Like a glove, like the love that had finally, finally found me
Then I knew in the crystalline knowledge of you
Drove me through the mountains
Through the crystal like a clear water fountain
Drove me like a magnet, to the sea, to the sea
To the sea, yeah
How the faces of love have changed, turning the pages
And I have changed, oh but you, you remain ageless
I turned around and the water was closing all around
Like a glove, like the love that had finally, finally found me
And I knew in the crystalline knowledge of you
Drove me through the mountains
Through the crystal like a clear water fountain
Drove me like a magnet, to the sea, to the sea
To the sea yeah, just like a magnet
To the sea
Ever since high school, Fleetwood Mac has been a
band role model for me. Everything from the
songwriting to the arrangements, recording and
live performances, they have been
such an inspiration.
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IN THE DARK
Life isn’t easy from the singular side
Down in the hole, some emotions are hard to hide
It’s your decision, it’s a chance that you take
It’s on your head, it’s a habit that’s hard to break
Do you need a friend
Would you tell no lies
Would you take me in
Are you lonely in the dark
In the dark, In the dark
You never listen to the voices inside
They fill your ears as you run to a place to hide
You’re never sure if the illusion is real
You pinch yourself but the memories are all you feel
Can you break away
From your alibis
Can you make a play
Will you meet me in the dark
In the dark, In the dark
In the dark, In the dark, In the dark
Don’tcha need me
Don’tcha leave me
You take no interest, no opinion’s too dear
You make the rounds, oh, you try to be so sincere
You guard your hopes and you pocket your dreams
You’d trade it all to avoid an unpleasant scene
Can you face the fire when you see me there
Can you feel the fire, will you love me in the dark
In the dark, In the dark, in the dark
In the dark, in the dark

Even though heavier rock was not what I listened to
a lot, I always loved this song. I thought it would be
cool to do a moody and mellow version.
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SWEET DREAMS
Sweet dreams are made of this
Who am I to disagree?
Travel the world and the seven seas
Everybody’s just looking for something
Some of them want to use you
Some of them want to get used by you
Some of them want to abuse you
Some of them want to be abused
Sweet dreams are made of this
Who am I to disagree?
Travel the world and the seven seas
Everybody’s just looking for something
Hold your head up, keep your head up, you keep movin’ on
Hold your head up, keep your head up, you keep movin’ on
Hold your head up, keep your head up, you keep movin’ on
Hold your head up, keep your head
Sweet dreams are made of this
Who am I to disagree?
Travel the world and the seven seas
Everybody’s just looking for something
Some of them want to use you
Some of them want to get used by you
Some of them want to abuse you
Some of them want to be abused
Sweet dreams, sweet dreams
Sweet dreams
Here’s another song I always loved and always loved
to sing. I currently do this in my local live gigs
but really changed the vibe. Sounds more like an
acoustic ragtime feel. The harmonies are really fun.
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THESE DAYS
Well I’ve been out walking
I don’t do that much talking these days
These days
These days I seem to think a lot
About the things that I forgot to do
For you
And all the times I had
The chance to
Yeah I had a lover
But it’s so hard to risk another these days
These days
And if I seem to be afraid
To live this life that I have made in song
Well it’s just that I’ve been here
So long
These days I sit on corner stones
And count the time in quarter tones to ten, my friends
Don’t confront me with my failures
I have not forgotten them
So I’ve been out walking
I don’t do too much talking these days
These days
These days I sit and think a lot
About those things that I forgot to do
For you
And all the times I had
The chance to
I don’t know where to start with JB. He is and has
been my number 1 ever since I first heard him. The
thing that hooked me most with him has always
been how revealing and honest his songs are. He
allows himself to be vulnerable and exposed. I feel
that as a songwriter, you have to be willing to expose
the weakness in yourself when you write songs to be
authentic. To be totally honest, you can’t be afraid to
exposes loss, failure and weakness as well as songs
about being in love and finding true happiness.
* The song attained custom licensing
and allowed me to make a few changes
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PEACE TRAIN
Now I’ve been happy lately, thinking about the good things to come
And I believe it could be, something good has begun
Oh I’ve been smiling lately, dreaming about the world as one
And I believe it could be, some day it’s going to come
Cause out on the edge of darkness, there rides a peace train
Oh peace train take this country, come take me home again
Now I’ve been smiling lately, thinking about the good things to come
And I believe it could be, something good has begun
Peace train sounding louder, glide on the peace train
Come on the peace train
Get your bags together, go bring your good friends too
Cause it’s getting nearer, it soon will be with you
Cause out on the edge of darkness, there rides a peace train
Oh peace train take this country, come take me home again
Peace train sounding louder, glide on the peace train
Come on the peace train
So come and join the living, it’s not so far from you
And it’s getting nearer, soon it will all be true
Peace train sounding louder, glide on the peace train
Come on the peace train
Now I’ve been crying lately, thinking about the world as it is
Why must we go on hating, why can’t we live in bliss
Cause out on the edge of darkness, there rides a peace train
Oh peace train take this country, come take me home again
Come on the peace train, yeah it’s the peace train
Come on the peace train, come on the peace train
It soon will be with you
Cat Stevens was the first artist I was captivated by.
I loved his songs from the start and thought he was
so cool. I also thought his messages for peace was
appropriate at the time as I feel now, in these times
when the world needs more kindness. Cat Stevens
was also the first rock concert I attended. It was
unforgettable. I was sixteen and saw him in NYC at
Madison Square Garden. I remember being young
and dumb and walking right up to the stage during
the song “Moonshadow” . They escorted me
immediately back to my seat. I was about ten feet
away from him. It was totally worth it.
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Licensed with permission to record and
sell all copyrighted songs by EasySongLicensing.com.
Walking in Memphis and These Days
were granted custom licensing
to make minor changes.
Leslie Costa: All vocals, guitars, keyboards, bass & drum programming
Produced, engineered and mastered by Leslie Costa
Recorded 2019/2020
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