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By the Grace of G-d
20 Teves, 5719
Brooklyn

Greetings and blessings,

In response to your letter from Asarah BeTeves — may it
speedily be transformed into gladness and joy — in which you
write that you have been at Yeshivas Tomchei Temimim in...
for a little over a month. [In your letter] you enumerate
several details that make you unhappy with the situation
there.

After apologizing, [I will] begin with what is explained by our
Sages that despite being called a fool, the yetzer hara is
talented at his occupation of enticing a Jewish person. Now,
since people’s minds differ, he obviously has a different
approach for each person, befitting the characteristics and
nature of that particular person.

[Apply this] to a young man who — despite many difficulties
— has decided to study Torah with yiras shamayim, increase
in his mitzvah observance, and develop his connection to all
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matters of Torah and its mitzvos. Moreover, he has started to
tulfill this resolution by entering a location where emphasis is
placed on yiras shamayim and the study of Chassidus. [In such a
case] it is understood that if [the yetzer hara] will approach this
person with the argument that he should rescind his resolution
and return to his past ways, G-d forbid, he will certainly not heed
his words.

The yetzer hara therefore entices him in a manner that he hopes
will be successful — explaining that this is not the place, nor the
correct manner, for [this young man] to achieve his goal.
Obviously, he strives to present sensible arguments, and it is
possible that he will find one since there is nothing perfect in this
world and everything consists of good and evil (although, as is
self-understood, this varies from extreme to extreme. In the good
extreme, the bad is of a miniscule amount and is completely
nullified, whereas in the opposite extreme, Heaven forbid...).

The more the yetzer hara fears that the person will succeed in the
path that he has chosen and in the place where he is, and the
more he attempts to bring his resolution to fruition, the more [the
yetzer hara] intensifies his persuasion. As is explained in Tanya,
foreign thoughts and the temptations of the yetzer hara are more
intense during prayer than throughout the rest of the day. One
may easily understand this.

Thus, it is possible that the complaints you write about are
(partially) correct, i.e., that your study partners are imperfect in
the ways you describe. However, [consider] an analogy of a
businessman who is approached by buyers looking for
merchandise. [This businessman] will endeavor to discover the
attributes of the buyers which will assist him in closing the sale
and maximizing his profit. He will not dwell on the characteristics
of the buyers which are contradictory to this goal. Similarly, in
the analogue, when one befriends another, he should emphasize
and ensure to [focus] on the good aspects of his friend — not on
the adverse — and strive to strengthen them.
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Among the young men at the yeshivah, I am certain that there
are numerous [students] who do not have several of the
negative aspects which you write of in your letter, despite
having some aspects which require correction and
improvement — just like any imperfect person. The solution
for this is to learn from and connect with the good side in each
person, and not the contrary.

In conclusion: You should study with diligence and
perseverance, and seek assistance for this from your fellow
students at Tomchei Temimim who are diligent in their studies
(despite not praying at length). Concerning prayer, [you
should be influenced] by those who pray at length with
emotion (despite not being diligent students), etc. Our Sages
have already guaranteed: “Toil, and you will find [success].”

May it be Hashem’s will that these lines — which are
quantitatively short compared to the importance of your
concern — should have their desired outcome, being that they
accurately describe the situation. [This can be accomplished]
through intellectual reflection and analysis.

[Furthermore,] we can be assured that you will eventually be
able to apply whatever you will absorb in Yeshivas Tomchei
Temimim to influencing others. Thus, the merit of the many
[who you will influence in the future] will assist you in
overcoming these seeming hindrances and in your success

while studying in yeshivah.

[There is] a well-known sichah of the Rebbe Rashab printed in
Sefer Toras Shalom. [It teaches] that one who wishes to be
successful in their role as a mashpiah should first be a recipient
in every aspect. To use the language of our Sages: While
receiving, [one should] be a vessel devoid of any ulterior
motives and of any obstruction presented by one’s own
thoughts; through this he will eventually become a mashpiah.
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An additional point: Some of your friends [who are not yet
observant] certainly know of your resolution to fundamentally
change your ways and that you have already begun improving
yourself in this direction. Thus, any regression will grant them
the justification to come forward with all sorts of arguments —
that you are erroneous in your decision, etc. As is the case with
every Jewish person, their G-dly soul admonishes them, why
have they not made this resolution as you did: to return to the
way of true life — the way of our Torah, the Torah of life —
and to the fulfillment of mitzvos about which it says, “And you
shall live by them.” The easiest way for them to justify not
taking this upon themselves is by criticizing your resolution to
return to the ways of our fathers, to the Torah and its heritage.

With blessings for good tidings in all of the above.
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