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Overcoming Feelings of
Failure and Guilt

Printed in Igros Kodesh Vol. 18 pp 244-245
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By the Grace of G-d
3 AdarII, 5719
Brooklyn

Greetings and blessings,

After a lengthy interval, I received your letter from 28 Adar I, in
which you write an outline of your life currently and conclude with
a question concerning your plans for the future.

I must note that, in the outline of your activities, you omit [what
is] most fundamental, for our Sages say in the Mishnah, “I was
created to serve my Master,” and this is accomplished through
matters of Torah and mitzvos. Nonetheless, you do not mention
anything with regards to your set times for Torah study, whether
nigleh or Chassidus, nor anything with regards to hiddur in your
performance of mitzvos. Additionally — and this is also part of the
above — [you do not mention about] having a positive influence on
your surroundings. This is founded on the theme of “loving your
fellow like yourself” which is “a fundamental principle of the
Torah.” May it be Hashem’s will that this omission has been made
only in writing, and not in actuality.

It is my opinion concerning your plans for the future that you
should first make another attempt to work in the field of teaching.
It seems that this will naturally be a matter of great importance for
many more years in the Holy Land. Additionally, it will be a good,
pragmatic source of material livelihood.
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Regarding what you write that you are not qualified to [teach based
on your previous experience]: The past has no implication on the
present because, then, your attitude was such that you had no drive to
teach, and this led to your decision [to leave the field]. [We know that]
one’s willpower rules over their other soul attributes [and this caused
your lack of success, not your lack of capability].[1] (One may easily
understand this.)

If others will testify without ulterior motive that you are definitely
unfit for teaching (although I disagree, as mentioned), you should
consider learning a [new] profession.

Regarding what you write that you are overwhelmed with worries
over what will be with building a Jewish home, since you have ...[2]:

Solely [guiding] us is the directive of our Torah, “the Torah of life”
(which [guides us] practically, in this world), that there is nothing
which stands in the way of repentance, especially when one begins
immediately to correct the past. Of particular [relevance to you],
there are numerous levels of repentance, and the [ultimate is]
repentance that is a result of one having been in “a parched, dry land,”
the sitra achra, etc. These concepts are explained in Tanya, end of Ch.
7, among other places. (First and foremost, [correcting the past
involves] undertaking the necessary battle and making a resolute
commitment with regards to practical actions, as is self-evident. The
well known advice for this is to divert one’s attention entirely from
these matters; to divert one’s attention does not mean to fight with
these thoughts, but to steer one’s mind to other matters — optimally,
to thoughts of Torah. If a small light drives away the darkness, how
much more so does [the Torah, which is] a great light.) Most
importantly, you should influence those in your surroundings by
teaching them Torah, being that, “Whoever teaches his fellow’s son
Torah, is considered to have fathered him.” [Thus,] this is a “measure
for measure” rectification [for the mentioned sin]. Additionally, you
should ensure to have words of Torah engraved in your memory by
learning at least a few chapters of Mishnah and Tanya by heart. This is
explained in Likkutei Torah, Parshas Kedoshim, in the discourse titled
“VeHadarta Pnei Zakein.” May it be Hashem’s will for you to inform me
of good tidings in all of the above.

With blessings for good tidings,

Signed by a member of the secretariat in the name of the Rebbe

[1] [Editor’s note:] This paragraph contains much depth and nuance. Presented here in
the translation is how we understood it.

[2] [Editor’s note:] ... You have made a p’gam (deficiency) in your bris with Hashem
(referring to the sin of wasteful emission of semen.) - Ed. note
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Moshe's Eternal

Influence
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By the Grace of G-d
Erev Shabbos Eileh Pikudei Hamishkan, 5719
Brooklyn, N.Y.

To the esteemed faculty of Yeshivas Tomchei Temimim Lubavitch in
Montreal,
May G-d bless you all

Greetings and blessings,

In response to your notification regarding the upcoming event to
launch the annual campaign benefitting the yeshivah, taking place
on 7 Adar II, I am sending my blessing to everyone involved in
[raising funds for] the yeshivah and to its fortunate supporters.
May you confidently increase your efforts to strengthen and
expand the holy yeshivah, [thereby] enabling it to continue its
influence in the manner of “a constantly strengthening spring,”
teaching Torah and strengthening Judaism in your city and
country.

This annual gathering coincides with an auspicious day of great
influence — the seventh of Adar — the birthday of Moshe
Rabbeinu, "the trusted shepherd.”

Indeed, every matter and detail is by Divine Providence, and —
following the famous adage of the Baal Shem Tov — there is a
lesson to be learned regarding Torah and mitzvos from every
matter and occurrence.

It says in the Talmud[2]: “When the lot fell to the month of Adar,
Haman was overjoyed, saying: ‘My lot fell to the month that
Moshe died.” However, [Haman] did not know that on the seventh
of Adar [Moshe] passed away, and on the seventh of Adar he was
born.”
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Seemingly, this response [to Haman’s joy] is difficult to understand.:
Being that death follows birth and nullifies it, [how could Moshe’s
birth outshine his passing]?

The explanation is: “Moshe was a shepherd;”[6] [this defined him to
the extent that] from the moment he was born, he was destined to
be the shepherd and redeemer of the Jewish people[7] — to redeem
them from Egypt and bring them to the Mountain of Hashem in
Choreiv to receive the Torah.

During every generation and every day, when a person sees himself
as though he has left Egypt, thanks Hashem, and blesses the —
constant — Giver of the Torah, the initiatives and actions of Moshe
are alive. Just as they are alive,[9] Moshe Rabbeinu is too.

True, after the passing of Moshe, Hashem’s servant, the manner of
this influence changed;[10] [his influence is now] through his
students and the extension of Moshe. Nevertheless, because the
light of Moshe dawned and began to shine in the world on his
birthday,[12] it has the power to overshadow his death and the
changes that it caused. Indeed, [his light] shines now too, albeit in a
different manner.

The mission of the holy yeshivah, Tomchei Temimim of Montreal, is to
fulfill the directive of the verse[14], “Remember the Torah of Moshe
My servant, that I dictated to him in Choreiv, as statutes and laws for
the entire Jewish People.” [This means] to produce disciples who are
Moshe’s men, temimim who are devoted to the complete Torah[15],
nigleh and Chassidus, and to the enthusiasm and light of Chassidus.

The reward for all those active and involved in supporting the
yeshivah, its development, and its expansion will be commensurate
to the work that they do — revealed and inward, material, spiritual,
continuous, and everlasting.

With blessing for success in your holy work.

[2]Megillah 13b.

[61Shmos 3:1.

[71See Midrash Tanchuma and Midrash Rabbah on Shmos, loc cit.

[81See Likkutei Torah, 23a.

[9]See Taanis sb.

[10]See Zohar 11, 216b; Tanya, ch. 43, and Iggeres HaKodesh, end of ch. 27.

[11]Rashi on Megillah, loc cit.

[12]See Sotah 12a; Sefer Kad HaKemach, Sec. 58 , quoting the Midrash: “When he was
born, etc., from the start of his life he was fitting to illuminate the entire world with
Torah.”

[14]Malachi 3:22.

[15]See beg. of Midrash Tehillim, on the verse, “his desire is in the Torah of Hashem.”
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