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Am samhraidh
Summer | Time

I don’t know if this newsletter’s cover image, of the Drombeg Stone 
Circle, was taken on the Summer Solstice, which has recently passed 
us by, or not, but either way, those in Ireland will be hoping Summer 
(often late … or never) and warmer climes are on their way. For those 
down under, we are past the Winter Solstice now, so Summer is 
undoubtedly coming.

And this newsletter has a much warmer feel than the last one. 
When I reached the end of 2023, I was far too busy due to some 
unexpected workload, and the skimpy December 2023 newsletter 
reflected that. Here, we have some very nice biographies provided by 
James Gerrety, a piece on Commandant Matt Fitzpatrick (long overdue, 
and at the request of one of our members), and the usual updates on 
the Journal, Facebook, and Clans of Ireland.

About the latter, I was recently very greatly honored to join the 
Board of Directors of Clans of Ireland. But this is an honour for all of 
us with the Fitzpatrick Clan Society. It is a bit like getting a personal 
accolade for a team sport since there is no way on earth my journey as 
a Fitzpatrick researcher has been solitary labour. And the voice I bring 
to my fellow directors and other member clans always carries echos of 
what have learnt from Fitzpatricks over the years. Particularly, I thank 
Matt, Joan, Bernard, Esther, Karen, Marianne, Sharon, Maureen, 
Brian, Proinsias, and others, and I will never forget Ian’s massive 
contribution.

It is because of each and every one of you that the Fitzpatrick 
Clan Society now has a strong presence on the Clans of Ireland board, 
and the respect of Irish academics and researchers, and Irish clann 
leadership. And, as you will read, our collective ethos, insights, and 
hard work are being recognised and proving inspirational to others.

Is mise les meas 

Mike Fitzpatrick Editor
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JOHN CLEMENT
Biographer|Extraordinaire

	 James Gerrety has very kindly shared the biographies of sev-
eral of his ancestors, most notably John Clement Fitzpatrick who was a 
well-known archivist and biographer. The biographies, which are copy-
right James Gerrety, follow. An excellent summary of John Clement’s 
career was published by the American Antiquarian Society, reproduced 
here.

	 “On February 10, 1940, John Clement Fitzpatrick closed a 
career of brilliant scholarship to which every student of American his-
tory is indebted. He  was educated in public and private schools in that 
vicinity. In 1897 he entered the service of the Library of Congress, 
with which his name will always be associated. In 1902 he became 
assistant chief of the Division of Manuscripts, which grew to be one of 
the world’s great collections of source materials under his hands. The 
need of a national archives department was always close to his heart, 
and he served for a time on the commission to consider the problem. 
His scholarly interests lay in the period of the Revolution, and he ven-
tured outside of it only to edit his Autobiography of Martin Van Buren. 
Within his chosen field he wrote The Spirit of the Revolution, George 
Washington Colonial Traveller, and George Washington Himself. He 
edited the Journals of the Continental Congress and the Diaries and 
Writings of Washington. It was to edit the last that he resigned from 
the Library of Congress in 1928, but he continued to do his work there 
and to serve in an advisory capacity. When he died twenty-six volumes 
of the Writings were published and the remaining eleven were in page 
proof. 

	 Fitzpatrick’s devotion to his task was so great that it was 
practically impossible to get him away from Washington. He so concen-
trated his energies that he was not as well-known as he deserved to be 
outside of his field; it is typical that his honorary degrees were from St. 
Mary’s College, George Washington University, and Washington and 
Lee University. He did not marry until 1922, but from that date until 
the unfortunate death of his wife, Elizabeth V. Kelly, in 1933, she and 
their daughter usurped much of George Washington’s place in his con-
versation and correspondence. Had Fitzpatrick not been so generous of 
his vast scholarship he could have had a wide popular following. As it 
was, his time and his unrivalled knowledge of the Revolutionary period 
were at the disposal of every scholar who brought him a problem. A 
request which might reasonably have been answered with brief clues 
often brought forth a veritable monograph on the subject. To him, 
scholarship was something to be shared, and the sharing of it was one 
of his great pleasures.
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	 The one strong interest which Fitzpatrick had outside of his field was 
art, and he was a member of the American Artists Professional League. He 
was also president of the American Catholic Historical Society and a member 
of L’Institut Français de Washington, the New York Historical Society, the 
American-Irish Historical Society, and the American Academy of Political and 
Social Science. He was elected to the American Antiquarian Society in 1928.”
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THE JOURNAL
2024 |Daltons, O’Mulpatricks, and more

	 So far in 2024, we have published two articles. ‘The Daltons 
of Kildalton, Part I’ and ‘The Fitzpatricks of Raheen and Kilcready, Co. 
Kilkenny’.

	 The first article, which delves into a topic I had not yet 
planned to explore, was inspired by a set of recently published records 
at The Virtual Treasury. These records shed new light on the connec-
tion between the Kilkenny Daltons and the Fitzpatricks, a connection 
that has been the subject of much controversy. For those unfamiliar 
with the history of the Y-DNA project and the intriguing link it uncov-
ered, I will provide a brief overview.

	 Quite early in the Y-DNA project, some twenty years ago, it 
was discovered that various Ossory Fitzpatricks and Kilkenny Daltons 
shared direct paternal ancestry, which was characterised by unusual 
matching Y-DNA mutations. Seamus Brennan, a former administra-
tor of the Y-DNA project, explained to me the shared mutations were 
considered extremely low probability since they involved a three-step 
mutation within the low mutation rate Standard Tandem Repeat (STR), 
DYS390 (from 24 to 21), AS WELL AS a three-step mutation within 
the low mutation rate STR, YCAIIa (from 19 to 22); Seamus referred to 
this seemingly improbable scenario, perhaps only as a North American 
could, as a ‘double-triple’!

	 At the time, there were differing theories about the origin of 
these mutations. Some suggested they occurred shortly after the last 
Ice Age (ca. 10,000 BC), pointing to a very ancient Fitzpatrick-Dalton 
most recent common ancestor (MRCA). However, it was later discov-
ered that these mutations were not as rare as initially believed, and the 
Fitzpatrick-Dalton MRCA likely lived in the ‘surname era’. This reve-
lation, while fascinating, also sparked a deep controversy. Many of the 
Laois and Kilkenny Fitzpatricks firmly believed they were descendants 
of the Irish Mac Giolla Phádraig dynasts of Ossory, while the Daltons 
claimed their lineage traced back to a Norman family that arrived in 
Ireland after the 1169 invasion. The incompatibility of these paternal 
narratives was glaring.
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	 While the traditional Fitzpatrick of Ossory narrative had been 
well presented, notably by Carrigan, this was not the case for the Dal-
tons, who traced their Irish origins to deep in southern Co. Kilkenny, 
near the Wexford border, notably some once being domiciled in a town-
land that came to bear their name – Kildalton, formerly Kilmodalla. 
Yet, Carrigan only traced the emergence of the Daltons in Kilkenny to 
1382, albeit noting their surname was once Daton, or D’Autun – clearly 
Norman. Modern Dalton researchers found earlier records from 1314 
that placed a likely ‘Dalton’ (Hugh Datoun)’ in south Kilkenny. Still, 
reconciling a common Fitzpatrick-Dalton paternity was not trivial.

	 The article, ‘The Daltons of Kildalton, Part I,’ brings more 
clarity and presents records never previously analysed, which evi-
dence the Daltons of southern Kilkenny were a Norman Irish gentry 
family who likely descend from Richard de Antōn, who was Sheriff of 
Waterford ca. 1291. Richard was probably the son of Hugh de Antōn of 
Limerick, whose florit was ca. 1260-1280. The article presents much 
more; for example, the de Antōn toponym was probably taken from 
the village of Antone in Cornwall, England. Other well-known Norman 
Irish families from Antone, notably the de la Rochelle (or de Rupe) and 
Arcedekne (Archdeacon), who appeared in Limerick just a few decades 
after the 1169 invasion, were inextricably connected with the family de 
Antōn.

	 I won’t spoil the read further, but if you decide to look, also 
consider our article on the de Braham (later Branan, Brennan, etc.), 
another Norman-Irish gentry family of Kilkenny, and our article on 
the Mac Giolla Phádraig clerics of Limerick. Also, if the Y-DNA speak 
overwhelms you a little, consider viewing the Y-DNA presentations on 
our YouTube channel.

	 The article on ‘Fitzpatricks of Raheen and Kilcready, Co. 
Kilkenny’ is much more straightforward, yet also presents never-be-
fore-published material that will be of interest to Fitzpatrick genealo-
gists. Notable is reference to Carrigan’s understanding that Fitzpatricks 
began to settle southern KIlkenny in the seventeenth century.

	 I don’t yet know how the rest of the year’s articles will pan 
out. Very close to publication is the second in the series, ‘Ó Maol 
Phádraig: the name, the people, and the clans’, which has been a 
complex labour because it deals with the occurrences of the given-name 
Máel Pátraic, and the related clan associated surnames, in the most 
robust Irish genealogies. I’m excited about the possibility of a couple 
more articles being published by the end of the year. With a wealth of 
publishable material, I’m constantly juggling between several fascinat-
ing topics.
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THE ARCHIVES
1922 |Clones Tragedy

This piece is reproduced from the Saturday 18 February 1922 edition 
of the Anglo-Celt, where it covered much of the front page and page 
three. It recounts the events of the previous Saturday, on which I.R.A. 
Commandant Matthew Fitzpatrick was shot dead at the Clones railway 
station.

FIVE MEN SHOT DEAD AND MANY WOUNDED
About, 5.30 on Saturday evening Commandant Fitzpatrick, I.R.A., 
and four “Northern” Special police were shot dead in Clones Railway 
Station, two Specials and two civilians being seriously wounded. There 
were at first conflicting reports as to what occurred but the facts as 
elicited make it clear that the Specials who were armed in Free State 
territory, were ordered by Commandant Fitzpatrick to put up their 
hands and that the Commandant was almost immediately shot dead 
by a Special, whereupon eleven I.R.A. men opened fire inflicting the 
casualties stated. Some other Specials were less severely wounded, and 
others taken prisoners.

It is officially pointed out that Commandant Fitzpatrick did everything 
possible to avoid the use of firearms, although the official version from 
Belfast alleges that the Specials were shot first, and that Commandant 
Fitzpatrick was subsequently killed. The evidence at the inquest shows 
that the latter report is wholly incorrect.

Commandant-General O’Duffy, who, with Commandant McKeown, 
visited Clones and district on Sunday, and whose investigations bear 
out the above statement regarding the origin of the affair told a Press 
representative that he could not guarantee peace in that part of the 
country until the entire Divisional Staff of the I.R.A., which had been 
unlawfully arrested when going to a football match at Derry three 
weeks ago, was released.

The Government of Northern Ireland has suggested to the British 
Government that Monaghan and other “danger points” beyond the 
boundary of “Northern” Ireland be garrisoned by British troops to 
secure the release of the Unionists taken as hostages last week should 
the other steps fail.
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WHAT HAPPENED
A detachment of about 20 Northern “Specials”, _fully armed, arrived by 
train at Clones from Newtownards about 5.15 p.m. One of them got out of 
the carriage with his rifle, and word was conveyed to. the I.R.A. headquar-
ters. Commandant Fitzpatrick, with about 11 men; went to the station. 
When the “Specials” had entered, the Enniskillen train and were about 
to depart Commandant Fitzpatrick approached their compartment and 
ordered them to put up their hands. He was speaking to a “Special” who 
put up his hands, and pointed out that there would be no shooting if hands 
were, put up. A “Special”, seems to have left another compartment along 
the footway, and fired at the Commandant, who was shot through the head, 
and fell on the buffers between two carriages.

Rapid firing then took place from rifles, revolvers; and a machine-gun, 
which was brought into action on the platform. It has been stated that it 
was only by an accident that a machine-gun was at their disposal, as they 
were about leaving for the Brigade headquarters, and visited the station 
first. The machine-gun was brought into play at once on the carriage from 
which the shot was fired. The fire was returned by the “Specials” and the 
fierce duel continued for about 2o minutes. The I.R.A. say they were, 
impeded, as every effort was made, and with success, to spare the civilians, 
who lay terrified in the compartments
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TERRIFIED PASSENGERS
The firings for a few seconds was terrific. At the time of the occurrence 
four trains were pulled up at the different platforms, the occupants of 
which, in order to escape the flying bullets, flung themselves on the 
floors of the carriages, and screams could be heard from the frightened 
lady travellers, who became hysterical and rushed from the station.

Persons on the platform were ordered to stand clear with faces to 
the walls. Some managed, however, to gain access to waiting-rooms, 
and were kept there for an hour. The dead “Specials” (Sgt. Doherty 
and Constables McMahon, Lewis and Abraham) and wounded were 
removed from the train, the former being taken charge of by I.R.A. and 
R.I.C. and conveyed to barracks, thence to Enniskillen.

Commandant Fitzpatrick, after being struck, was attended by a medical 
man, who pronounced life extinct.

Rev. C. Ward, C.C., administered the last rites of the Church to the 
dying man. Subsequently the dead body was removed to I.R.A. head-
quarters, Clones, and thence to the Workhouse chapel. The remains 
were removed on Monday to St. Joseph’s Parish Church, and the 
funeral took place on Wednesday in Drumalee, Belturbet, there being 
an immense throng of mourners. The wounded and prisoners were also 
taken to the workhouse, the former receiving medical treatment, while 
the prisoners were removed to a destination some distance away.

The I.R.A. managed to get the people out at once. When the Specials 
were about being isolated they surrendered, stepping from the carriag-
es with hands up and arms abandoned.

WHAT PASSENGERS SAY
An eyewitness says that the I.R.A. were in process of shifting troops 
through the County Monaghan, and that a party of these were on the 
platform at Clones, with machine-guns, when the train from Tynan 
containing the Specials drew alongside the platform.

A Clones man in the Dublin seat, lay flat on the seat, and a British 
soldier took cover under the seat. Two bullets passed over the soldier’s 
back, one cutting his tunic and tearing his back.

A young man named Scollins, who was returning to Castleblayney, had 
the skin of the palm of his hand torn by a bullet. One gentleman, who 
was the platform, says he saw about twelve unarmed British soldiers 
rushing from the Derry train and taking cover behind the water-tank.
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Dr. Walsh, Bundoran, was in a carriage in which two of the Specials 
were killed, and he, with Dr. O’Mahony, a lady practitioner from 
Monaghan, who was also on the train, rendered first aid. Dr. Kieran at-
tended three of the wounded, one of whom escaped into some gardens.

He had received six wounds, two bullet wounds in each arm and two in 
the abdomen. His condition is very critical. Of two other Specials one 
was wounded in the lung and in both legs. The other had a compound 
fracture of the right leg, a bullet wound in the left knee, and an injury 
to his head. Neither is expected to recover: They were removed to En-
niskillen. ‘ One whose, name is Jinks comes from Cookstown district, 
and the other, Cummins, is from Strabane. A Special named Burnside, 
Derry, was shot through the lung, but managed to get to the R.I.C. 
barracks where another man named George Lendrum of Five-mile-
town, gained admission with a shattered arm. They were treated by Dr. 
Tierney, and motored to Monaghan Infirmary.

A soldier who travelled by the train said that in the compartment in 
which he travelled there were four constables, three of whom were 
wounded and: one shot dead. The soldier states that the whole occur-
rence took place so rapidly that it was some little time before people 
realised what bad really happened. He states that immediately the first 
shots rang out all the persons in the carriage threw themselves to the 
floor for protection.

Mr. Patrick Crumley, formerly Nationalist M.P. for South Fermanagh, 
who was in the same carriage, was wounded in the hand. A number of 
others who were in the carriage, both, men and women, fainted. Mr. J. 
B. Gillin, J.P., of Enniskillen, was also in the same compartment, but 
escaped uninjured.

A Tyrone man was travelling on the Dundalk to Derr train. He said he 
had been attending to some business at Clones, and was at the station 
on the arrival of the train when a terrific outbust of firing took place 
on the platform. The railway officials fled for shelter wherever available 
and the passengers on the train dashed from the carrriages, scattering 
for safety in all directions, the women folk being in a hysterical state 
while the station reverberated with shrieks and groans which rose 
above the sound of the firing.

For a short time he (the passenger interviewed) did not realise what 
had actually happened. After the shooting had ceased the I.R.A. had 
the three dead bodies of Special Constables carried into a waiting 
room, and the passenger was informed that the entire party of Specials 
were, killed, wounded or made prisoners.
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I.R.A. REINFORCEMENTS
It is said that no hopes are entertained for two of the wounded , who 
are in a very critical condition. Immediately after the occurrence took 
place, the town lighting was extinguished, and in shops and private 
houses the orders were “lights out”. The streets and approaches to 
Clones were at once put under control of  the I.R.A., who came flock-
ing in from their parts of Co. Monaghan as well as from Fermanagh 
and Cavan. Lorries loaded with I.R.A were passing through the chief 
town of the latter county on Sunday night and Sunday morning. At 
11. o’clock Mass in the Cathedral, Cavan Commandant McKeon was 
present on his return from Clones.

During the night in Clones nothing could he heard but the marching 
of armed men and sharp, military orders. It was feared at attack might 
have been launched on the town during the night by Specials across 
the Six County border, but, nothing of the kind occurred, so the town 
was quiet.

Some of the captured Specials admitted that it was owing to tear of an 
attack they came by train. They expressed regret at the fire, which end-
ed the Commandant’s life being opened so rapidly. Commandant Fitz-
patrick is a native of Kilgarrow, Newtownbutler, and was twice wound-
ed in action before the truce. On the second occasion of his wounding 
in the Rosslea district he was rescued by some comrades when under 
hot fire and conveyed to the house of a farmer in the Newbliss district, 
where he was placed under-medical treatment. He was then arrested, 
and removed to Monaghan County Infirmary by military, from which 
place he was rescued by his comrades from an armed guard of military, 
having a most dramatic escape through a window.

The deceased Commandant was very popular, and was described by 
comrades in the I.R.A. as a brave, fearless soldier, who would at all 
times risk his own life rather than a comrade’s. He is said to have been 
always opposed to the use of arms if possible, and even latterly gave 
good advice to his comrades, not to take too many risks. He is one of a 
family of three sons, all of whom have undergone long terms of impris-
onment, and his father’s home on the banks of Lough Erne has been 
raided and searched scores of times.

On Sunday there was a continuous stream of people to visit his re-
mains, and subsequently to the Catholic Church. In the Church of the 
Sacred Heart, Clones, Very Rev. Dr. McMeel P.P., referred in very feel-
ing terms to the sad occurrence, and exhorted the people to patience 
and forbearance.
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A visit to the railway premises gives evidence of  bullet marks and trac-
es of blood to be seen here and there, while shattered windows are also 
conspicuous. Clones railway station is situated practically on the verge 
of the county area and had the train got away a few seconds would have 
landed the Specials across the border, the firing being opposite the 
stationmaster’s office, in which a clerk named Mr. Martin was engaged 
working; his escape was marvellous.

OFFICIAL STATEMENT.
The following was issued from the Liaison Office, Dublin, on Monday 
night: “The train arrived at Clones at 5.30 p.m., containing a number 
of “B” Special Police, who went to the waiting room at the station. 
Although Clone’s is outside the Six County area, the Specials carried 
arms. Word was conveyed to the I.R.A. that these armed Specials were 
at the platform. When the I.R.A. troops got to the platform they, discov-
ered that the Specials had gone into the railway carriages, but that the 
engine was not attached to the train.  They called on the Specials to get 
out and put up their hands. This was refused, and instead the Specials 
opened fire, and shot Commandant Fitzpatrick through the head, 
killing him instantly. The body was carried into the waiting room. 
The I.R.A troops again asked the Special several times to get out and 
surrender, They would not do so, but fired again. The I.R.A. then took 
up positions and opened fire on the carriages. After an interchange of 
shots, there were four Specials killed, and two badly wounded. A few ci-
vilians were slightly wounded. Five of the surviving Specials were taken 
prisoners to the barracks at Clones, from which they were subsequently 
removed under arrest.
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CLANS OF IRELAND
Finte na hÉireann|Update

	 Matt Fitzpatrick of Ó Máol Phádraig Bréifne represented the 
Fitzpatrick Clan Society at the 2024 AGM and Cultural Summit, held 
in April in Dublin. Matt reported he had a great time meeting clans 
folk and engaging with presentations.

	 Cathaoirleach, Gearóid Ó Ceallaigh has outlined his vision for 
his last year in office.

	 “During the next year I would like to highlight how Irish clan 
culture was such an influential aspect of Irish heritage. Ireland is not 
unique in this respect, but our self-awareness and sense of distinction 
has slowed the incursion of homogeneity that has become so prevalent 
through much of the World. Our native Irish distinctiveness is some-
thing that we should be really very proud of”.

	 He also stated, “a number of people have written to me 
regarding the procedures relating to the installation of new leadership 
within their clan organisation. Let me say that each member organisa-
tion is self-governed, generally by a clan constitution or similar and that 
leadership succession planning should be integral to this. Clans of Ire-
land does not interfere in the internal arrangements of its members”.

	 On this note, The Fitzpatrick Clan Society has such a 
constitution, but our executive is non-hierarchical since we view all 
Fitzpatrick Clans as equals, with no single clan having any right to 
claim pre-eminent ownership of the Fitzpatrick surname or to lord it 
over other Fitzpatrick clans. What our five member clans registered 
with Clans of Ireland choose to do concerning their own leadership is 
entirely over to them, noting Clans of Ireland guidance is:

	 Leadership of a modern clan organisation is rarely within the 
gift of an individual and is usually by election respecting either com-
plete democracy or the ancient Brehon system. Ceannairi are consid-
ered to be leaders of their clan organisations who hold office while they 
are supported by their clansmen (men and women). They are expected 
to represent their clan organisations, particularly at Clans of Ireland 
meetings and gatherings. It is worth noting that while Clans of Ireland
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only acknowledges the hereditary titles of the members of the Standing 
Council of Chiefs and Chieftains and no others, it offers no opinion on 
the legal status relating to property, inheritance or other legal matters 
in any jurisdiction”.

	 Another Clans of Ireland initiative is to begin “a campaign 
to improve knowledge of traditional dress and debunk the associated 
myths”. One such myth is that ‘Fitzpatrick tartans’, and related attire 
such as kilts, have any traditional relevance to the Irish – they are 
modern inventions, the equivalent of invasive exotic pests that threat-
en native species, and simply another tool in the ongoing colonising 
project, sadly often wielded by ignorant diasporic enthusiasts. Proinsias 
Mag Fhionnghaile CIOM, is the cultural and historical advisor to The 
Fitzpatrick Clan Society for this very reason, so that we have a highly 
authoritative voice to counter the baloney, noting that Proinsias also 
serves on two the Clans of Ireland committees: ‘Traditional Gaelic Irish 
Dress’ and ‘Flags and Emblems’.

	 Gearóid also announced the theme for the 2025 Annual 
Cultural Summit would focus on one of the main objectives of the 
Board, being “to advance further awareness, particularly among the 
Clans of Ireland member organisations, of how surnames and kindred 
are not necessarily synonymous nor, indeed, related”. And, by example, 
Gearóid referred to the work of The Fitzpatrick Clan Society, demon-
strating that we have been at the forefront of such progress. Gearóid’s 
vision in the last year of his term is clear.

	 “My primary focus will be in trying to get not only our mem-
ber organisations, but also the interested public, the other cultural pil-
lar organisations and the government departments, North and South, 
to better understand how surnames and kindred are not necessarily 
synonymous nor, indeed, related. Therefore, it is vital that the proto-
cols that are in place are rigorously implemented, particularly relating 
to the use of the member clan names. The registration protocols not 
only accurately differentiate clans from one another within the Clans 
of Ireland Register, but it is also crucial in authoritatively identifying 
those clans that are accurately associated with geographic areas in his-
tory. Therefore, it is not the Fitzpatricks, it is always Ó Maol Phádraig 
Bréifne, Mac Giolla Phádraig Dál gCais or Mac Giolla Phádraig 
Laighean, etc. They are different member organisations and should be 
treated as such through their correct kindred or clan name. I hope that 
by seeing this written in our Registry of Clans others will be inspired 
to register their kindred groups without feeling a sense that ‘we are too 
small, we were not a great clan’.

	 I cannot stress forcefully enough how important this is and 
I hope that it will become one of, if not the greatest legacy of Clans of 
Ireland.”
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