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To the Flock . . . 
the Maundy Thursday supper 
when we remember Jesus’ last 
meal with his disciples and hear 
Matthew’s version of the passion 
of Jesus—his arrest, trial, cruci-
fixion, and death. I encourage 
you to come to the sanctuary or 
Zoom on Holy Saturday evening, 
to mourn with the disciples, sym-
bolically observing shiva. These 
worship experiences prepare us 
to feel fully the joy of Easter 
morning when we make the most 
audacious claim of faith: Christ is 
risen. Alleluia! 

Easter 2023:  
      Your Kingdom Come! 

Throughout the contemplative 
season of Lent, we have been 
naming just a few of the prob-
lems so many people face: be-
ing hungry, thirsty, a stranger, 
naked, sick, and in prison. We 
weighed the impact these (and 
other) traumas have on people 
and recalled how the scriptures 
call us to respond. The story of 
the last judgment in Matthew 25 
sums up Jesus’s teachings—to 
SEE the person in need AND to 
HELP them; to meet their need 
with humanity and compassion. 

Many peo-
ple do not 
like ob-
serving the 
season of 
Lent, 
these six 
weeks 
leading up 
to Easter, 
with its 
focus on 

darkness, self-denial, and con-
templation. We prefer the lilies, 
trumpets and alleluias of the 
Easter celebration. Of course we 
do. 

But, how much fuller is the 
proclamation of the resurrection 
when you have walked through 
the valley with Jesus and the 
disciples? How much sweeter is 
that Sunday morning trumpet’s 
call when you have sat in the 
darkness and grief of Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and Ho-

ly Saturday? Holy Week is the 
ultimate playing out of the Chris-
tian drama. Pain and suffering 
get mixed up with joy and hope. 
Jesus has been trying to tell us 
that Heaven can be here, now. 
He came from heaven to be-
come mortal. In dying, he took 
on our full humanity and be-
comes for us the hope that 
heaven is real, that life means 
something, that there is more 
than the drudgery of work, pain, 
and grief. There is hope and un-
speakable joy. 

With all that is going on in our 
lives and the world, how can we 
speak of joy? When we SEE the 
overwhelming needs around us, 
joy feels like something far off, 
locked away. We would rather 
not see the pain; we’d rather 
take our pew on Easter morning 
and hear again the good news. 
In our Good Friday world, we 
long for the good news of Easter 
morning. Our faith tells us we 
can’t have one without the other. 
The good news only works here 
in the middle of real news, joy 
and pain are entangled. Perhaps 
hope and joy can only emerge 
as we help each other carry 
each other’s burdens, as we 
SEE AND CARE. Jesus seems 
to be showing us that the King-
dom of Heaven finds its fullest 
expression in the very midst of 
all this mess, when we are 
moved with compassion to help 
our fellow brother or sister. 

I encourage you to walk the 
valley of Holy Week, to come to 
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Adult Sunday School continues to meet each week at 
9:15 a.m. in Ward Hall to have spirited, thought-
provoking conversations about a variety of topics.  

Presbyterian Women (PW) has started a new study of 
the Ten Commandments on the third Saturday of each 
month at 10:00 a.m. in Ward Hall. Our next meeting is 
April 15.  

Men On a Mission (MOM) meet the second Thursday 
of the month at 11:30 a.m. in Ward Hall. They will not 
meet in April but will resume in May. Additional infor-
mation will be provided at a later date. 

Spring WOW (Windsor On Wednesdays) kicks off on 
Wednesday, April 19, for a six 
week study of The Sermon on the 
Mount. We will be watching video 
teachings from Amy-Jill Levine, a 
Jewish scholar of the New Testa-
ment. Our group really enjoyed a 
previous video study from her. As 

a Jewish woman, she imparts a beautiful mix of 
knowledge and insight that open up the scriptures in 
new ways. Come for dinner and stay for learning and 
conversation! 

Since 1996, April has been designated National Poetry 
Month. In honor of that, please enjoy these two poems 
celebrating the glory of Easter and the rebirth of Spring  

April  
by Sara Teasdale 

The roofs are shining from the rain 
The sparrows twitter as they fly 
And with a windy April grace 
The little clouds go by. 

Yet the back-yards are bare and brown 
With only one unchanging tree 
I could not be so sure of Spring 
Save that it sings in me.  

Risen 
by Hezekiah Butterworth 

Risen, Christ is risen! 
Hear the angel say; 
Never word so glorious, 
Burst upon the day! 

Risen, Christ is risen! 
Hear the church repeat, 
As her bannered armies 
Follow Jesus' feet. 

Risen, Christ is risen! 
Hail the morning bright, 
Children of the promise, 
Children of the light. 

Let our anthems say; 
For our sake the Saviour 
Rose this wondrous day. 
Ours the hopes eternal 

Of his empty tomb; 
Ours regained the Eden 
Of immortal bloom. 
Tenants for a moment 

Of abodes of clay, 
Heirs of habitations 
That shall ne'er decay, 
In his resurrection 

Life is but a breath, 
We his feet shall follow 
Through the gates of death. 
Shines the wondrous morning 

Hail him, — Jesus! Jesus! 
Conqueror of death!  

 

 

Discipleship (Belonging & Christian Formation) 

Angie King 

Happy Easter 

He Is Risen! 
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Holy Week Worship  
Laura Ward, Graphics by Natalie Steenson 

Happy Easter 

“Where, O death, is your victory? 

    Where, O death, is your sting?” 

                                                     1 Corinthians 15:55  

Join us for worship on Easter Sunday, April 9, at 10:30 
a.m., to celebrate the glorious resurrection of Jesus, our 
Lord, in scripture, song, prayers, liturgy and message. 
Come celebrate with trumpet blast, proclaiming with joy, 
Christ is risen. Alleluia! 

On Maundy Thursday, April 6, we will remember Je-
sus’ last meal with his disciples and share communion 
together. Moving to the sanctuary, we hear the story of 
Jesus’ arrest, trail, suffering and death. This service of 
darkness concludes with the stripping of the sanctuary 
and we leave in silence. 

On Saturday, April 8, we will gather at 7:30 p.m. in the 
sanctuary or on Zoom to witness to the pain and grief at 
the loss of Jesus from the world. We will symbolically sit 

Shiva with the disciples as they mourn Jesus death. 

Shout your hosannas and wave your palm branches at 
10:30 worship Palm Sunday morning as we remember 
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. Hear the story of the last 
judgment from Matthew 25 and wonder, when do we see 
Jesus in prison and visit 

At 4:30 we will gather in the East Hall chapel or on Zoom 
for a contemplative time of worship, prayer and song. 
We give thanks for God’s great love for the world and 
the saving grace that comes with following Jesus. 
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Greetings from Mission and Stewardship. One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is our focus through Easter. Support for 
this special mission offering goes to the Presbytery to be used for needs that arise in three programs: The Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance (PDA), Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP), and Self-Development of People (SDOP). You will hear 
more about this during the Minute for Mission during worship service and the bulletins that are passed out at church and 
mailed to members. 

Our little neighborhood food pantries are being supported and used regularly. It ap-
pears that someone from the community is providing additional items for it and this just 
adds to the blessings of this outreach. Thanks to everyone who has been bringing items. 
Keep up the good work and you can leave your donated items in the Food Pantry cart. 
Our DMARC Food Pantry donations also continue to build to our goal for the year. Won’t it 
feel great when we surpass our goal for the year. 

We are collecting individual snack packages to donate to our neighborhood school and 
potentially to Kaitlin Mogle’s low-income schools in Urbandale. At this point, we will contin-
ue to collect them through Easter and may continue this through the middle of May if the 
schools are in need. 

CFUM continues to move strongly ahead, but we want to be mindful of the support that Jim and Linda Newsom need to 
keep it running smoothly. This need may increase in the future, so be on the lookout for ways to support them in this im-
portant outreach mission. Thanks go out to all the volunteers that contribute to our success with this endeavor. 

In March, we made $250 donations to Habitat for Humanity and Iowa Homeless Youth Shelter. The committee meets 
this month on April 17 at 5 p.m. and will be finalizing our plans for donations for the rest of the year. 

Thank you for all you do to support our mission and community outreach. We could not do the good we do in the com-
munity without your help. Please share your ideas with any committee member. 

Outreach (Mission & Generosity)  

Beth Schmitz 

Next CFUM  
Meals 

April 6 

May 4 

June 1 

Happy Easter 

After the events of Lent and Easter, we are going to be dating 
our church directory. (Yes, really this time!) If you have a 
change of address, email, or phone number, or if we don’t 
have that information at all, please let the church office know. 
If we don’t have your birthday or anniversary, please advise 
us of that, as well. 

We need to update our photos. There are three ways we can 
get new photos: 

1.  Take a picture on your phone and email it to us. 

2.  Drop a photo off at the office and we can scan it. 

3.  If you haven’t given us a photo by April 27, Dwight will  
     have his camera available to take photos of those we   
     are missing. 
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In case you happen to miss a Sunday worship or you want to hear it again, you can still 
listen to the sermon in audio form on the opening page of our website windsorpc.org. 
Just scroll down and click on the picture icon arrow to listen in (example seen here). I 
will be working of getting a page set up soon with a cumulative library of sermons at 
WPC, so watch for a link for that soon!   

Communications Shepherd 
Natalie Steenson 

 

100-Year Anniversary Celebration Plans 

The committee is working to plan another event for our 100-year anniversary. De-
tails will be forthcoming when they have everything worked out. 

Happy Easter 
Special Events  

 Kaitlin Mogle 

Lenten Study on March 22 

The joint study was held on this evening at 
Windsor United Methodist Church. We are 
holding little red hearts that were given to 
each person in gratitude for attending. 

http://windsorpc.org/
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       

Regular Sunday  
Schedule: 

  9:00 a.m. Orthodox Church 
                  (Lower Level) 

  9:15 a.m.  Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.  Worship 
             Fellowship 

 Regular 
Tuesday  
Schedule: 

9:30 a.m. 
Text Bible  
Study  
(In Person  
& Zoom) 

Regular 
Wednesday 
Schedule: 

5:15 p.m. 
WOW Meal 
6:00 p.m. 
Spring WOW 
7:00 Choir 

   

 
 

 

 

 

  
  
 

  1 

Girls Rock 
Retreat 
Weekend 

2 

 

 

Sunday School,  
Worship with Communion 
Fellowship 

4:00 Lenten EvenSong 

3 4 

Text Study 
 

 

5 

[No WOW  
tonight] 

7:00 Choir 

6 

10:00 Don Justo 
Coffee 

12:00 CFUM 
Meal Prep 

6:00 Maundy 
Thursday 

7 8 

9:45 Cross-
roads 
Board Mtg. 

7:30 Holy 
Saturday  
Service 

9 

Sunday  
School,  
Worship  
& Fellowship 

 

10 

Easter  
Monday 

Office Closed 

11 

Text Study 
 

 

12 

[No WOW or 
Choir tonight] 

  

13 

10:00 Don Justo 
Coffee 

[No Men On a 
Mission this 
month] 

14 
 

 

15 

10:00 a.m. 
Presbyterian 
Women 

16  Food Pantry Sunday 

              Sunday School 
              Worship & Fellowship 

17 

5:00 Outreach 
Team 

18 

Text Study 

19 

Spring WOW 
Begins  

7:00 Choir 

20 

5:30 Worship 
Team 

21 
 

22  Earth Day 

9:30 Creatives’ 
Breakfast Club 

23 
 

24 

Newsletter  
Info Due 

25 

Text Study 

26 

Spring WOW  

7:00 Choir 

27 

5:30 Budget & 
Finance Team 

Deadline to give 
the office your 
photo 

28 29 

   Coming in May 

        5/4  Thu.   CFUM Meal 
      5/11  Thu.   Men on a Mission   
      5/18  Thu.   Ascension of the Lord 
      5/20  Sat.    Presbyterian Women 

   Monthly Events 

       First Thursday: 
         12:00 p.m.  CFUM Meal 

       Second Thursday: 
         11:30 p.m.  Men On a Mission 

       Second Saturday: 
           10:00 a.m. Presbyterian Women  

April 2023 

Sunday School 
Worship & Fellowship 

30 
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(Contact the church office to make changes.) 

Recent Prayer Requests: Phyllis Bryan (Hospice at Calvin), Dick Cox (Good 
Samaritan in Indianola), Bob Culbertson (home after surgery), Don Elly (tests 
done), Kandy Jackson (Hospice at Bishop Drumm), Helen Jones (Jewish Life 
Center), Jim Newsom, Steve Pope, Lucy Sanderson (rehab in Dallas), and Becky 
Woods (rehab in Coralville) 
Continuing Prayers: Brad Behrens, Chuck Bryan, Jim & Georgia Burnes, Jean 
Carlston, Esther Chol & Makya, Henry Jackson, Eric Lawlor, Virginia Nichols, 
Barb Pomeroy, Lori Pope, Judy Teig 
Friends of the Church: Kayla and Marvin (Angie K), Nancy Jo Baker (Barb P), 
Jean Bower, Vickie Brown, Gisma Butras (Esther C), Linda Christiansen (Angie 

K), Barb Dally (Laura W), Donna Eckham, Rev. Jim Goodrich (Dick W), Norma Grinstead (Linda N), Hadley & Family 
(friends of Jayne & Dwight), Ken Lee (Laura W), David Leitch, Maurice Lubalo, Chris McDougal Family, Shirley Miller 
(Jody C), Derek Mullennax (Ruth H), Dick Pipho (our Gideon’s liaison), the Ray Family, Rachel Schneider (Steensons), 
Mickey Starr (Jayne O), Jasper & Quincy (Kings) 

April 

4 

6 

14 

15 

15 

17 

17 

30 

30 

Joan Curtis 

Rod Enochs 

Chris Mogle 

Sean McCubbin 

Shelley Mitchell 

Savannah Carlson 

Kenzie Bungert 

Leon Sanderson 

Ter Kuany 

Birthdays 

(Let the office know if we are  
missing your birthday  

or anniversary.) 

22 
 

Jim & Georgia Burnes 

 Anniversaries 

 

Worship in April 
4/2   Palm Sunday  

     Matthew 25:31-46 
       Parable of the Last Judgment 

4/16   Easter 2 
Matthew 28:16-20 

The Disciples Are Sent 

4/23   Easter 3 
 Romans 1:1-17 

The Gospel Is Salvation 

4/9   Easter Sunday 
Matthew 28:1-10 

Jesus Is Resurrected 

4/30  Easter 4 
 Romas 3:21-30 

God’s Love 

Congregational Care 

Prayer Requests    

Happy Easter 
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Financial Report 

2023 

February 

2023 

1-Month 
Budget 

Year-to-Date 
Actual 

Year-to-Date 
Budget 

General Contributions 12,622.32 13,237.50 29,345.50 26,475.00 

Operating Income 15,458.20 2,833.50 15,886.20 5,667.00 

Operating Expenses 31,472.36 16,071.00 43,959.57 32,142.00 

Net Gain (Loss) (3,391.84) — 1,272.13 — 

Capital Income 9,085.00 — 47,720.00 — 

Capital Expenses 49,343.55 1,250.00 49,809.65 1,250.00 

Net Gain (Loss) (40,258.55) (1,250.00) (2,089.65) (1,250.00) 

Total contributions for February were below budget by $615.18, with $12,622.32 received. 
The Operating Account had a loss of $3,391.84 after expenses and a $10,803.20 transfer 
from the Capital Account. The year to date for all accounts shows a loss of $817.52.  

Budget & Financial Stewardship 
Richard Ankeney 

Date 
Usher/ 

Greeter 

Worship 

Assistant 
Coffee Host 

4/2 Rich T. Cindy R. Ann B. 

4/9 Don B. Laura W. Sue C. 

4/16 Ruth H. Angie K. Ron G. 

4/23 Beth S. Bob C. Donna D. 

4/30 Shelley M. Dana M. Angie K. 

Volunteers for April 

We are so happy to have a full schedule of volunteers on Sunday mornings again! We haven’t had that 
since the start of COVID. If you are able and willing to assist with one of the positions below, please sign 
up in Ward Hall on Sunday mornings or contact Angie King. Thank you to everyone who has signed up! 
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Windsor in Photos 
Dwight Tomes 

At worship on March 23, Krysta Tomes was ordained 
and installed as an elder. Kaitlin Mogle was installed for 
another term as youth elder. Angie King will also serve 
another tern as elder and Beth Mogle and Judy Teig 
will serve another term as deacon. 

Worship assistant Don and Pastor Shamaine 

Cindy, Beth M, Laura and Krysta 
at Fellowship March 12 

WPC choir members joined 
with Westminster’s choir to 

sing there before our worship 
on Sunday, March 26. Those 
members returned to WPC 
and sang for our worship  

service at 10:30. 
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Building & Grounds  
Don Beeson 

Activity is strong and alive in the halls and rooms of Windsor Presbyterian Church. During the month of March, every Fri-
day and Saturday has been scheduled for some group activity of 50 to 100 persons or more. This in addition to our regular 
Sunday services, Wednesday night Lenten studies and daily small group programs. We mention these activities so that all 
might know how often our church is open for the community we seek to serve. 

During the past month, the sanctuary and fellowship floors have been cleaned and waxed. The Saturday work session to 
“freshen up” the exterior appearance of the church grounds was accomplished, which included raking lawn and terrace 
debris, trimming hedges and bushes, cleaning of driveway and sidewalks. Thanks to Richard Ankeney, Jody Cox, Ron 
Grohe, Ruth Hardin, Rich Teig and Ann Beeson for accomplishing so much. We are also pleased that Jayne Owen paint-
ed the ladies restroom this week. 

Estimated expense was secured from a local drywall concern to repair and replace two water-stained and deteriorated 
panels in the sanctuary, including painting of ceiling tile water spots. The estimate is $2,500.00. Two contacts have been 
made with contractors we might consider to replace the double exterior metal doors in Fellowship Hall. No estimates are 
available at this time. 

It’s a good time to be together to worship at Windsor Presbyterian. Welcome to springtime and our Easter services. 

Church Centennial History:  I continue to seek information to add to our booklet, providing articles regarding activities 
and mission efforts of congregational outreach. 

 

March Session Highlights  

The Session met on March 9 with all elders present. During our Session training, we discussed having a covenant for our 
work together which emphasizes honesty, openness, and respect. 

The Book of Order states that elders-elect must be examined by the Session. Krysta was asked to share her faith journey 
and other Session members shared, as well. In addition, Krysta was asked questions about her call to be an elder and 
what some of her gifts are that she can bring to the church. Following the examination, a joyous motion was passed unani-
mously to accept Krysta as an elder. Ordination of Elders and Deacons took place on March 12. Welcome, Krysta! 

Items of business included electing Dwight to be our commissioner at the April 27 presbytery meeting. We also accepted 
the job description for the parish associate position. The Commission on Ministry of the Presbytery had input into the job 
description.    

Check out East Hall to see how Natalie has transformed the room. Shamaine's sermons are now available on our website 
each week. Keep looking at our website regularly because there is new information being added constantly. Also, go to 
Facebook and Instagram and "like" the posts that Natalie is creating. Lots of great stuff! 

Jody is transitioning off the Session and, on behalf of the church, we extend our heartfelt thanks for her work as an elder 
and on our 100th celebration. It's hard to imagine how many boxes she must have gone through to uncover the incredible 
pictures and artifacts of Windsor Presbyterian! The display she created was wonderful. Jody gives so much of herself to 
our church and she will be missed on the Session, but rest assured, her contributions will continue. Thank you, Jody, and 
God bless. 

There will be no April meeting. Elders were asked to continue praying mightily about our property and what is God's will 
regarding it. Session adjourned with prayer. 
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Mouse Musings 
Cindy Ray 

Happy Easter 

A Stranger and She Took Me In 

She never knew a stranger, I’m sure of it. She gave so much to so many, 
even though she herself had a difficult life. She had an autistic son and a 
later-in-life husband whom she adored, but a drunk driver hit his car one 
night while he was on the way home from work, and just like that, in a 
breath, he was gone. 

She was a survivor, I think, and she was an inspiration. 

Just the other day on Facebook I learned she has died. I don’t know the 
cause, but she is a void in so many lives. 

I met Esther Bell in 2007. She preferred to be called Bell or EB. She was in 
one of the forums on the Weight Watchers site, and she called the forum 
“Inspiration Kitchen Sisters.” Every morning, she started the thread with a 
beautiful make-believe message, and you could visualize the big country 
kitchen with soup simmering, your favorite kind of tea, and comfortable 

chairs and lap robes in whatever color. A warm, friendly place where you could dissolve the cares of the day. 

I was in seminary at the time I first met her, and I had just returned for the fall semester. My foot had a hairline fracture in 
it, and I had elected to use a wheelchair. It was a totally new experience to be at school in a wheelchair, and I learned two 
things. One was that it was hard to find people to push me. The other was that if I thought people overlooked me as a 
blind person, they certainly did so when I was in a wheelchair. The chair dwarfed me, and people could just overlook me. 

As the week went by, I found that I didn’t have a ride home. What was I to do? I could stay over the weekend, of course, 
but I really didn’t want to do that. I said something about it at “Inspiration Kitchen Sisters,” and EB wrote and said she 
would drive me to Des Moines. What? Really? We agreed on her driving me, and she came to pick me up. She was a little 
late because she couldn’t find me for awhile, but she came. I was a little nervous, but that passed quickly.  

She was a beautiful, kindly person who just wanted to help a stranger. She drove me to Des Moines, and we had a lovely 
chat all the way here. By the time we got here, I think we knew each other pretty well.  

We lost touch after a few years, so it was a shock to learn that she had passed away. Memories of her flooded my mind, 
and the most significant one was that she never knew a stranger. I was a stranger and she took me in. 

Sales Contract for land south of University Ave 

Two members of our task force met with Todd Millang (the developer) on March 8, 2023 and again on March 22. He noti-
fied us that he would be exercising his right to extend the due diligence period of the contract from March 15 for an addi-
tional, and last, 30 days, to April 14, 2023. Before that April date arises, we will notify you what our next steps will be in the 
negotiating process.  

         ~ Ron G for the Task Force 



Return Service Requested 

We’re on the Web! 

www.windsorpc.org 

Like us on Facebook! 

6301 University Avenue 
Windsor Heights, IA 50324-1815 
Phone: 515-277-8379 
E-mail: info@windsorpc.org 

Staff 

Shamaine Chambers King, Pastor 

Natalie Steenson, Director of Music, Worship & Arts; 

     Communications Shepherd 

Ann McGowan, Administrative Assistant 

Jim Behrens, Organist 

Deb Hibbert, Accountant 

Cynthia Plavulj, Custodian 

Session 

Richard Ankeney (2024), Budget & Financial Stewardship 

Don Beeson (2024), Building & Grounds 

Kaitlin Mogle (2024), Special Events 

Beth Schmitz (2025), Outreach (Mission & Generosity) 

Laura Ward (2025), Worship & Personnel 

Angie King (2026), Discipleship (Belonging & Christian Formation) 

Krysta Tomes (2026), Communications 

Dwight Tomes, Clerk of Session 

Deacons 

Gloria Ashby (2024) 

Mary Willson (2024) 

Donna Dickerson (2025) 

Lori Pope (2025) 

Beth Mogle (2026) 

Judy Teig (2026) 

2 - Palm Sunday;  
Lenten EvenSong 

6 - CFUM Meal 

9 - Easter Sunday 

10 - Office Closed 

15 - Presbyterian  
Women 

19 - Spring WOW Begins 

16 - Food Pantry 

30 - Uke Happening 

Important 
April Dates 


