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 Scientists believe that turtles have been  ancestral history of more than                      

200 million years.  

 Some turtles can live over 100 years old, like the Box turtle. Max (above) is an                    

Eastern Box Turtle.  

 Turtles will live in almost any climate warm enough to allow them to complete 

their breeding cycle. While most turtles do not like the cold well, the Blanding's 

turtle has been observed swimming under the ice in the Great Lakes region.  

 North America contains a large variety of turtle species, but Europe contains only 

two species of turtle and three species of tortoise. Turtles live on every continent 

except Antarctica.  

 Size of turtles can from the 4 inch Bog turtle to the 1,500                                              

pound Leathery Turtles. Kemp’s Ridley is the smallest and                                                       

rarest of all sea turtles. 

 All turtle eggs are laid on land, and incubate for 2 months.                                                       

The sex is determined by the temperature. Under 29 degrees                                              

they become male, over 29 degrees they become female.                                                             

Climate change will certainly affect the turtle population. 

 Baby sea turtles circle their nest once after hatching before heading toward the 

ocean. Once a male sea turtle hatches and enters the ocean, it will probably not 

step on land again.  
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 Some aquatic turtles absorb oxygen through the 
skin on their neck allowing them to remain sub-
merged underwater for extended periods of 
time and enabling them to hibernate underwa-
ter. The green sea turtle can stay under water 
for over five hours without coming up for air. 
When in danger, the green turtle can swim al-
most 20 miles an hour to escape. 

 Amazingly, some land turtles can actually out 
run a human on level ground. However, the desert tortoise, which is probably the 
slowest of all tortoises, can only move 2 feet each minute. 

 The shell of a turtle is made up of 60 different bones all connected together, and 
these bony parts of the shell are covered with plates that make the shell stronger. 
However, if you touch the shell, a turtle can feel it due its nerve endings. The top 
domed part of a turtle's shell is called the carapase and the bottom underlying 
part is called the plastron. Turtles pull their heads and feet into their shells to pro-
tect themselves.  

 Most turtle species have five toes on each limb. An exception is the Carolina Box 
Turtle that only has four toes, and in some cases, only three. 

 Turtle versus Tortoise. A turtle spends most of its time in water and have webbed 
feet for swimming. A tortoise is a land dweller, and its feet are not webbed. Also, 
turtles have flatter backs than tortoises. Terrapins are creatures that fall in be-
tween, spending time both on land and in water. 

 Some turtles can live for more than a year without food.  

 A group of turtles is called a bale.  
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