Cinematic Home AV Vinyl & Vino Event
Review by David Das

| had the pleasure of attending the Cinematic Home AV Vinyl & Vino Event on Friday, May 1,

2026. This showroom is located at 10658 N 32nt St, Phoenix, AZ 85028.
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https://www.cinematichomeav.com/

John Akers, owner and president of Cinematic Home AV, opened the doors early at 4pm
exclusively for all Arizona Audio Video Club Members.

John hosted this event to celebrate and savor the timeless appeal of vinyl and analog playback in
a relaxed setting. The fluidity, richness and musicality of analog playback are held in high esteem

in the audiophile community. It was no surprise why so many AAVC Club Members attended and
stayed till closing time at 8pm.

John kicked off the event showcasing the Vertere MG-1 Magic Groove MKII Turntable in his
Reference Home Theater Room.
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https://www.cinematichomeav.com/about-us
https://vertere.audio/mg-1-magic-groove/
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The Reference Home Theater Room at Cinematic Home AV features a state-of-the-art Dolby
ATMOS 11.6.6 speaker system with a Barco Residential Njord Cinemascope Projector throwing a
dazzling image on a 200” Stewart Filmscreen. See my 40-page review from January 2025.

For this event, John used a pair of Estelon Aura speakers for 2-channel playback.
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https://bit.ly/3E2PCUT
https://estelon.com/speaker/aura/

The Estelon speakers were powered by an Accuphase E-700 Class A Integrated Stereo Amplifier.

-5040 30 20 10 0 3¢

The bass was augmented down to 18Hz by a Martin Logan Depth 212 Powered Subwoofer. It
was loafing at 15% of its output level.
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https://www.accuphase.com/model/e-700.html
https://www.martinlogan.com/en/product/depth-212

John began the demo session at the Reference Home Theater by holding two albums of Dire
Straits, one mass produced by Warner Records, the other remastered at Abbey Road Studios.

He introduced Rob the factory rep from Vertere Acoustics who narrated the history and vision
behind the founder and chief engineer Touraj Moghaddam.
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https://www.vertereacoustics.com/our-passion

As a vinyl advocate Rob stated that the core of music reproduction comes to hitting your soul.

Touraj Moghaddam began Vertere in 2006 in London. He is a graduate of the Royal Imperial
School of Engineering and to this date is probably the most highly acclaimed engineer in the
turntable world. A magazine in UK identified the top 50 turntables made in history and four of
them were his.

Touraj ran a company named Roksan for 30 years and then had a fall out with the partnership.
He took a 2 year sabbatical to figure out what was the weakest link in a turntable and came up
with a new tone arm cable. He spent the next 5 years perfecting the design. In 2009 he launched
the most expensive tone arm in the world costing $S65K. Rob was at CES where every major
turntable manufacturer was present. They were all fighting to get that tone arm!

After the resounding success and industry demand, Touraj went on to design a series of
turntables, tone arms, cables and phono stages.

The latest addition to the Vertere line is cartridges. The acceptable industry standard deviation in
cartridges is 30% between products. This was not acceptable to Touraj. He decided to make all
his cartridges in-house, all laser aligned, all calibrated and tested with a 0.03% deviation. This
ensures you get accurate sound from one to the other.

Rob mentioned Miles Showell, the renowned mastering engineer at Abbey Road Studios in
London.

Miles
Showell

Mastering Engineer
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https://www.whathifi.com/features/touraj-moghaddam-the-man-behind-roksan-and-vertere-talks-turntables-and-cables
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/engineering/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/engineering/
https://www.abbeyroad.com/engineer/miles-showell

Miles is the top mastering guy in the world. After he did the Beatles remix a few years ago pretty
much every tier 1 artist on the planet wanted him to master their entire catalog. Miles is booked
for 9 years till the day he retires. He maintains a very tight relationship with Vertere.

Miles has 2 Neumann record cutting lathes, one a stock industry version, the other that he has
hot-rodded to the max. Rob mentioned how pressings on these two cutting lathes sourced from
the exact same master tapes sounded remarkably different. The differences in the lacquers were
night and day.

Every aspect of the recording chain has a significant impact. Miles is now rewiring his entire
studio with Vertere cables. He has become the number one salesman for Vertere. He tells every
artist that comes in that they should be using a Vertere turntable to listen to their recordings.

Rob then proceeded to play “Money for Nothing” from the Album Brother In Arms by Dire Straits
mastered at Abbey Road Studios on the Vertere Turntable using a Vertere Moving Coil Cartridge.

S R A T

We were shocked to hear clarity, richness, transparency and dynamics of the recording. Glorious
music filled up the entire room. | guess this is what it means to capture your soul.
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Next, Rob played the same album by Dire Straits but produced using a different master by
Warner Records. This is the mass market version you get at Target.

While both versions were sourced from the exact same master tapes, | immediately noticed the
differences. The Warner Records version lacked the dynamics. It could not match the richness in
texture, tonality, depth and resolution of the Abbey Road Studios Mastered version.
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Next, Rob played the song “Celestial Echo” sung my Malia from the Aloum Convergence,
produced by Boris Blank (the brains behind Yello).

This in one of my favorite audiophile reference tracks on Qobuz. This album version played on
the Vertere turntable surpassed that by a mile. Malia’s voice sounded so much more liquid and
real. Analog playback has a way of connecting you to the performer at an emotional level that no
other medium can match.

Rob went on to play the song “Fever” from Side 2 of the same album. The music was captivating,
sublime and engaging. You did not want the music to ever stop. Listening to vinyl is like
rediscovering your favorite songs that opens up a new dimension. You begin to hear subtle cues
that were missing in the digital version.
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https://www.amazon.com/Convergence-MALIA-BORIS-BLANK/dp/B00DEZPCS8

For the second half of the demo John introduced TJ from Accuphase who narrated the history
behind this company.

Accuphase Laboratory started in 1972. It was spun off from a Japanese company named
Kensonic Laboratory. Accuphase has done very well in the audiophile world. This brand has
become a staple in Europe. Watch this Factory Tour.

TJ demonstrated the Accuphase C-2900 Pre Amplifier.
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https://www.accuphase.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accuphase
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SKV02KefC5U
https://www.accuphase.com/model/c-2900.html

He talked about the glorious Accuphase P-7500 Stereo Power Amplifier. This Class AB amp
delivers 300w/channel into 8 ohms and doubles its power output to 600w/channel when driving
a 4 ohm load. This amplifier never leaves the listener asking for more when it comes to
dynamics, depth and detail.

When one buys an Accuphase product it becomes an investment that lasts years. Each unit is
meticulously built to the highest standards. The failure rate is practically zero.

HAeccuphase
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TJ began his demo by playing “Hello” from Adele’s 3™ studio album named 25.

25

Studio album by Adele
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https://www.accuphase.com/model/p-7500.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/25_(Adele_album)

Adele’s voice sounded spectacular. The moment the needle dropped | could tell the difference
from the streaming version | am familiar with. It brought a whole new level of realism.

The Vertere RG-1 Reference Groove Turntable was used for this demo.
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https://www.vertereacoustics.com/rg-1

The music was played through a pair of Estelon Forza speakers.
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https://estelon.com/speaker/forza/

These were the smaller Estelon X Diamond Speakers.

H N

This is Estelon founder and chief designer Alfred Vassilkov with his daughters Alissa and Kristina
who are co-founders.
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https://estelon.com/speakers/x-series/
https://estelon.com/our-story/

Club members were encouraged to play any album on display on any turntable.
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John and his wife Becky had lots of delicious treats and fine wine for all the attendees.
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Club Newsletter Editor James Welby and his wife Laura commented on how wonderful it was to
have this neighborhood Hi-Fi Store in the valley and have the opportunity to audition all the
name brand gear in a friendly, relaxed atmosphere. James being an avid music lover and vinyl
enthusiast found this event to be particularly enjoyable.

On behalf of our Arizona Audio Video Club Members, | would like to thank John and his family for
their kind hospitality.

Everyone who was present had a terrific time enjoying vinyl playback of various turntables in the
showroom and sampling the fine wine. This was a memorable evening.

Best regards,

David Das
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Here is a list of few of the turntables at Cinematic Home AV.

CINEMATICé HOME A/V

Vertere RG-1 Reference
Groove Turntable

from $39,995

Gold Note Mediterraneo
Turntable

from $10,995

Gold Note Valore 425
Plus Turntable

from $2,395

Vertere MG-1 Mkll Magic
Groove Turntable

from $15,995

Vertere DG X Turntable

from $4,999

Gold Note T-5 Turntable

from $1,395
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This is the General Product Catalog from Accuphase.
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STEREO POWER AMPLIFIER
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DP 100 PRECISION SUPER AUDIO
- CD TRANSPORT
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PS-1250/PS-550
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GUARANTEED SPECIFICATIONS

PS-1250 PS-550

120 V version 230 V version 120 V version 230 V varsion

Rated output capacty
icontiuous oA dova
Fated outputorage | 120VAC £15V | 230VAC =30V | 120VAC+15V | 230VAC 30V

Ratad output cument T5A 9A 34A 18BA
Output tquency 50 Hz or 60 Hz (identical to input frequency)

Outout wavelorm THD 008% orless

Raved bput votage | 120VAC 210 % | 230VAC+10% | 120VAC=10% | 230VAC =210 %
ok heguersy 50Hzor€OHz

AC corectons a 8 a | 6
455 x 181 % 385mm | 465 x 181 x 396 mm
18-5/16" x 7-1/8" x 18-516" x 7-1/8" x
15-6032° 16-19/32"

465 x 243 x 489 mm
18-5/16" x 9-8/16" » 19-41/64"

Maceirur
VAT « Helg

Mess 421 kg (92.918) | 413 kg (91.110s) | 24.4 kg (53.81bs) | 24.0 kg (53.0 Ibs)

MAIN FEATURES
* Power switch croult prote
nput/output dstontion, and Nput/c

K outpul power, input/outputl vollage.

var cord (2 m (8.5

« Supplied accessory: AC

C _5 7 STEREO PHONO AMPLIFIER

PRIMARY GUARANTEED SPECIFICATIONS (with normal gain setting)

Hz M " MM +

« Supplied acces \ ASL-108

AC "6 MC TYPE PHONO CARTRIDGE

{ phono cartridges from Accuphass
emen

combinng extensiva
sabifity, The semi

8 vibratio transers d nstantane to the fnSl;f‘B[C
ad. The magnetic circuit is mountad on a strong

, 60 gral, Us
fighest precision by dedicated and

Welcome 10 the exquisite worid of analog record playback

ombiNation

of carefully

ng

g a music
ed materials, e

is finished ndividualy 1o th

O kHz « Rated output voltage: 0.4 mV (1 kHz}

1.9 2 serod on 2.0 shannel
v: 30 dB or better (1 kH2) nplance: 8 x 10-6
load impedance with ampifier: 100 chm:
ylus: Sami ine contact type (3 mm x 30 mm} » C3 3
ataral « Magnet: Neodymium NSO « Coll
calum plated « Mass: 13.5 g (0.48 ounce)

more.

magnelic
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The DG-68 i3 a fifth-generation Digite Voiong Equalizer featuning leadng-edpe cignal tec cay. vead

- DIGITAL VOICING EQUALIZER high-resofution IPS LCOD panel aliows the use a stylus pen o drectly draw desirad 1m,n'1 field

response cunve, Further refined operaticn design and a ful complement of sophisticated d tions

make sound feld compeansation swilt and easy. The resr panal foatur
cheices (HS-LINK, COAXIAL, OPTICAL, Line, Balanced) sllowing optimal connection 10 any system. Four A
/ D convertars driven in paradel and a D / A convertar section gy create a high-qualty
environmen aralog signal connections, A USB flash dnve can be plug saving backup data and
ECreanshot a. providng \ull peace of mind. The DG-68 brings out hithe possbiftas in muska
reproductan by contraliing the sound faid and tone exactly in accordancs

GUARANTEED SPECIFICATIONS

wshes

« Voicing: 1/ 6 octave, 67 lnuf range =12 dBy « Equalieer: 1
range 212 o) * Spectrum analyzer bands, real-time aralyzer * Ga
+ Froguency respanse: 0.5 - 000 -3 dB) » Maximum analog Inout vo

MAIN FEATURES

» Cursor / Engar buttons + On / Off buttons for Voicing and Equaleer fun
gton - H« ne ..u:h'\ . MI‘J(‘n“rru: n:ul ack, Anao~ Nputs and cutp
S-LINK USB fash mer

.>36 D4 mm [18-5/16" x 6 ‘! 32" »« 15-18/32") » Mass: 149 kg §

vius pan / Measurement mic one AM-68 / Microphone cable (5 m (18,47 / Microphone

2 m (B.57) / Aucto cable with plugs ASL-108 (1 m (3.27) / Remote commander RC-330

161 M
* Supphed accessories: &

noider { AC power

DIGITAL FREQUENCY The DF-75 Dighal F i work can su
DIVIDING NETWORK ad 64-bit flos t DSP & for optima
have ar jramatica 5 D 3 GCC aty nance

deman ptwork & 5 sep 95 dB/oc 0 D ] the

time

AUDIO CABLES SR Series <« 8-core multi-hybnd construction

Audio heva Ow  transmission
lomeas ca any sonc character of

thar own, and bring out the pedormance
potential and musical quaities of connected
aqupmMent withaut any degracation ASLASB

Audio caokss from ACCuphase ampkoy the most phono plugs
up-t0-date technology to meel these goals.
Thay are high-quaity peoducts crested through
mMorsive ressanch into conducton and nsukatio
mate as well as cable conatruction
princioles, combined with extenshe senes o

P toes: Choygen-fee Copper wirs +
TNl + 3 types g 3 i g Sver-platnd 50% copper we ¢+ S CONMUCHIR 15 CHygan-ine Coopir

OCY 0 F mem virea » Dislectc: Polyttdens + fosrnid polysthylena « Jackot: Ble PVC
n g8+ Total OC Loop Pesstancs 19 Mobmym « Capaotarce
o conter conauciors: 92,4 pFim » Inductance: 0,88 uHm

8-00m ity

Cabha lsogth % langih e of plug
VOm-Qm | AL-10 1.0m » 2 cables
% m x 2 coblos Fhono phg AL-15 1.5m x 2 cables Prono pug
ASL-308 ’sﬂm » 2 cabyen | AL-30 1
ASL-508 » 50m » 2 caees AL-50 *
ASL-758 + x 2 caoRs Phono kg AL-T5 * Phono pg
ASL-1008 « 0.0m x 2 cables | AL-100 « 0.0 m x 2 cstveg
ASLC-108 110 x 2 catoks ALC-108 10m x 2 cabwes
nchucies XLIR typs co0ne ASLC-188 1.5 m = 2 cabke 3F XLA comector ALC-188 1.5m x 2 cabes 3 MR cormectr
goio-plated temings with AS5LC-308 3.0 m = 2 cabka ALC-308 0m x 2 oawe
K -rr_a:' FRsistance 8Nd SUPENor ASLC-508 » 50 m x 2 cables -
0 3-P XLR corv

DIGITAL CABLE PN g s Lk cable

The HS-LINK o
Accuphase HS-L
1 can only be used with audio
aquipped with an HS-LINK (RJ-4
cannot be ysed with any othes nd of
aquipmen

* Trple shieided twisted par 8-conductor cabie
l e [ MeosNo. | Catie lengh |
{rsu\«.,am | AHDLIE | 1Emiey |

.

AHOL-I01 wvadiie as

HS-LINK Cabla AHDL-18

= Specifications and désign subject to change without notice for Imperovaments

ccuphase

ACCUPHASE LABORATORY, INC.
YOKOHAMA, JAPAN

https:/. :www accuphase com
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