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John Harvell 
President’s Message: 

As you all know, the AAVC membership runs from January to December each calendar year. So, 
please plan to renew your membership through the club web site during January of 
2024.  Additionally, the club is only as successful as the members who are actively participating, 
organizing, planning, and helping to put together the events and the interactions we have all 
grown to enjoy. So, I am reaching out in this newsletter again, requesting that you take an active 
role in the club.  

Join the club steering committee, help us organize, plan, and put on exciting and worthwhile 
events that club members can and will support.  We are in desperate need for someone to take 
over the treasurer position and I am appealing to each of you to help the club and the other club 
members by please stepping forward into that role. Note: This is not a tremendously taxing 
position and Joe and I can certainly provide guidance to a new person taking over this important 
role.   

Over the next month and a half, the steering committee will be putting together a preliminary 
schedule of events for next year. We will have elections for existing and new club officers during 
the January meeting.  In order for the club to continue to succeed, we need the current and future 
members to step forward and support the coordination and organization of club events. So, please 
search your hearts and find a way to step forward with an offer to fill one of the club positions. 
Those positions include: President, Vice President, Treasurer, Website Support, Newsletter 
Editor, and Steering Committee members.  If you would like to volunteer, you can reach out to me 
at jharvell_1@cox.net and make your interest known. Alternatively, you can also contact any other 
current steering committee member and relay your interest in volunteering.  The current steering 
committee members and officers include:   

President:           John Harvell 

Vice President: Joe Goswami 

Treasurer:           Joe Goswami 

Website:              Joe Goswami 

Newsletter:         Roy Cook 

Steering Committee:       Dave Snyder, Ben Taylor, Dave Hjortland, Paul Johnson, and Dave 
Prysock (This list is in conflict with the previous one – this needs to be addressed – Ed) 

So, please reach out to one of them with your interest to become a more active member of the 
club and help us organize and present the best program we can for the coming year. 

Best Regards, 

John Harvell, AAVC President  



November Meeting 
 

Best Regards, 
John Harvell 



 
Streaming – with David Snyder 
When:  Wednesday 29 November 7:00 – 9:00 PM 

Where: Faith Lutheran Church – Faith Center (Next to Office - Instead of Parish Hall – look for us to 
have more meetings here) 

            801 E Camelback Rd, Phoenix, AZ 85014, United States   

The November 2023 event was all about Audiophile Streaming.  

Our own David Snyder hosted a very informative and somewhat technical meeting all about the ins and 
outs of digital audio. 

System Information 

Source Info: iFi Audio Zen Stream, ($399), WiiM Pro ($149) 

DACs: SMSL D-6S DAC ($199) Schiit Yggdrasil ($2299)                                  

Preamp:  Benchmark LA-4 ($3050) 

Crossover:                  dBx DriveRack Venu360 Loudspeaker Management System ($695) 

Amplifiers:                   Two Benchmark AHB2  ($3499) 

Speakers:                    Swan IV (Bi-Amped DIY Speakers Circa 1988 Speaker Builder Magazine   $750)  

  

 

  



 

Audiophiles are going extinct! 

By Jim Welby and David Snyder 
In November, I (Jim) attended my first AAVC meeting and I was not surprised to see the demographic was 
similar to the demo of the Minnesota club I was involved with: old guys. I am 65 and so I put myself in the 
old guy category.  I met a “young guy” at the meeting, David Snyder (in his 50s) and we hit it off.  He 
invited me over to audition his 2-channel system (which was delightful) and we got to talking about how 
we could get a new generation (including women) interested in becoming audiophiles.  
I believe that audiophiles are going extinct. My belief is anecdotal: I rarely meet anyone in my everyday 
life who cares about great sound.  I have adult children, with whom I have shared great music and quality 
audio.  The music appreciation stuck, they both have great taste, but the audiophile piece didn't.  I have to 
believe the audiophile industry must be concerned as their core customers are aging out (polite way to say 
going extinct).  Even people in my age group who once had great stereos have lost interest.   
When I entered college in the fall of 1977, guys in the dorm flexed their coolness with stereos. There was 
an audiophile arms race. When I got my first significant bonus from work in 1984, I bought the best 
speakers I could afford.  In the Twin Cities market that I lived in back in the day, dozens of stereo stores 
catered to people like me (one of those stores, Sound Of Music, eventually grew into Best Buy). Today 
there are significantly fewer audiophile stores, and the few that still exist tend to survive on home theater 
and home automation.  Being an audiophile in the late 70s was about as rare as being an NFL fan; in 
2024, audiophiles are an endangered species. 
David and I talked about why audiophiles are going extinct and here is what we came up with: 
Fierce competition for time and attention - as big as music is today, it does not command the cultural 
significance that it did 50 years ago.  So if music is less important, being an audiophile is even less 
important than the music. For potential audiophiles, there's no critical mass of peers with whom they could 
share an interest in this hobby. 
Convenience - most music fans are more than happy streaming their music on their phones. They listen 
over low-quality earbuds/headphones or via Bluetooth to small powered speakers.  Although this solution 
is less than CD quality and worse than a typical home stereo from the 1970s, most consumers are 
satisfied. Consumers prefer audio convenience over audio quality.   
Ironically accessing music in better than CD quality has never been easier and less expensive.  Streaming 
services work great, have deep libraries, and are inexpensive. The monthly cost of a high-resolution 
streaming service is a fraction of the cost of a new vinyl record. The contemporary audiophile industry has 
entry-level solutions that sound better and are significantly less expensive than back in the 70s (e.g. today 
a good quality entry-level stereo can be assembled for under $1000 - that is the equivalent of $200 in 
1977). The vinyl renaissance is a feel-good story, but half the people who buy vinyl records don’t own a 
turntable.  
David and I started brainstorming on how to get more people interested in becoming audiophiles: 
Mentorship - first and foremost, audiophiles should try to mentor potential audiophiles.  Mentorship is not 
only being an equipment guide but also a music guide.  Certain music begs to be heard on quality 
equipment. A great reference recording on a great stereo will be persuasive.   



Headphones - since headphones are the go-to choice for 
most people’s listening, audiophiles should introduce 
potential audiophiles to true audiophile quality headphones 
vs. lo-fi earbuds and mass-market over-the-ear headphones 
(e.g., Bose and Beats). Entry-level audiophile headphones 
are no more expensive than AirPods or Beats - so cost is not 
a barrier. Even if headphones are not your preferred way to 
enjoy music, consider building a quality headphones rig for 
yourself that you can share with others who have not yet 
experienced high-performance audio playback. 
Digital - Digital audio streaming is the most common way 
to listen to music today. Mentors should introduce potential 

audiophiles to high-resolution streaming and digital hardware (DACs, streaming devices, etc.).  
Vinyl - Young people are attracted to vinyl as much as a “souvenir” as a sonic medium.  Listening to a 
vinyl record on a “suitcase” record player is not an audiophile experience.  Audiophile-quality entry-level 
turntables are relatively inexpensive. Invite a potential audiophile to hear your system. 
Sample Systems - Most people wouldn’t have a clue where to start to assemble a stereo.  I don’t believe 
that cost is a big barrier as people are willing to spend on soundbars and wireless-powered 
speakers.  Mentors should advise young people on how to curate an entry-level system.  As audiophiles we 
have a bias toward complexity (separates vs integration) - so keep it simple! 
System Setup - we should never stop learning about tools and techniques for setting up a system in a 
room for the best possible sound. It’s a life-long journey; one great way to deepen your expertise in any 
topic is to teach it to someone curious and willing to learn. Helping newcomers dial in their systems to 
consistently deliver great listening experiences is one of the most rewarding things we can do. 
David and I would love to hear your thoughts on all of this. How can we get more people interested in 
being audiophiles?  Do you agree we are going extinct?  Do you have ideas on how to get potential 
audiophiles into our hobby?  Have you had any successful audiophile conversions?  Reach out to us at an 
AAVC meeting or email us at: 
Jim Welby catchgroove@gmail.com  
David Snyder dsnyder0cnn@gmail.com 
 
Some thoughts from the Editor: 
I have two kids. My son has a monophonic Bluetooth boombox at home, these seem to be popular. He 
also owns a Jiu-Jitsu Studio (the nicest facility in the state) He put in a decent sound system (Sonos) in his 
business. There is no hope for my daughter. 
Given the state of music since the 1990’s why would any young person pay a lot of money for a system to 
listen to crap. Classical and Opera are also heading for the exit.  
This topic has been covered occasionally by the main audio magazines for decades – unfortunately they 
came up with very little. IMHO we’re doomed – enjoy what you can, while you can. 
  



 

For the AZ Audio Club ~ December 2023     #17
Roseanne Cash – King’s Record Shop     (LP & CD, Columbia, 
1987) 
 

 
 

Roseanne Cash has had a long and mostly successful career in country/pop/rock music since her first 
album was released in 1979.  King’s Record Shop was her 7th album (she is currently up to a total of 14) 
and the last produced by her then-husband Rodney Crowell.  Some critics regard her next album, 1990’s 
Interiors, as her best work, though I have to go with King’s as a superior record overall.  It went gold, and 
was, I believe, her best-selling.  Here Cash (a daughter of Johnny Cash, if you didn’t know) had fully 
developed her style and musical sensibilities and was at the peak of her vocal prowess.    

Rodney Crowell was (and is) a highly talented musician in his own right, and as well as producing 
Roseanne’s first few albums he plays backup on this one.  Among many other backup folks assembled for 
this disc are the likes of Steve Winwood, Vince Gill, Patty Smyth, and multi-Grammy winner Mark 
O’Connor.  The result is music with a lot to like.   

The songs are varied in content and style, which is all to the good, and no less than four of them hit #1 on 
the charts.  Her Dad’s “Tennessee Flat Top Box” is one of those, as is my favorite cut on the album, John 
Stewart’s “Runaway Train.”  But there are other certainly other fine things on the disc as well.  The album 
leads off with “Rosie Strike Back,” in which the singer admonishes ‘Rosie’ to not take it anymore and leave 
a bad relationship.  “Green, Yellow and Red” is a good rockin’, driving down the highway song.  And of 
course there are more. 

The long and short of it is that this is a great album, an enjoyable listen for anyone with any sensibility for 
country/pop/rock/Americana music whatsoever.  The LP is well-produced and clean, though nitpickers may 
think there is a slight 80’s sheen to the sound.  I have not heard the CD, but it apparently has bonus tracks 
that may make it more attractive to some. 

Cash still tours with her current husband, musician, producer & multi-Grammy winner John Leventhal, and 
her shows are well worth taking in.  I heard them in Wickenburg last March.  The pair are scheduled for a 
concert at the Musical Instrument Museum February 16 & 17, and I can certainly recommend it.  I’m 
guessing that the shows will probably sell out...   

James Taylor – Hourglass     (LP & CD, Columbia, 1987) 
 



 
 

I attended a concert a while ago where the group performed some James Taylor songs, including the lead 
cut of this album, “Line ‘Em Up.”  They gave some back-story to the album that I found interesting, and I 
thought I’d check it out further.   I popped for the 2-disc Analog Spark, 2017 release.   

James Taylor is one of those iconic figures of American popular music that everybody has at least some 
passing familiarity with.  (“Fire and Rain” anyone?)  His career has spanned 55 years, 29-some albums, 
and awards too numerous to mention here.  Most (all?) of Taylor’s albums have excellent side people 
supporting him.  On this album he is joined by – among others – Mark O’Connor, Yo-Yo Ma, Stevie 
Wonder, Branford Marsalis, Sting, and Shawn Colvin.   

So, what is my take on this album?  Well, there are some good, enjoyable things here.  That lead cut, “Line 
“Em Up” is of particular note, commemorating – believe it or not – Richard Nixon’s farewell to his staff as 
he departed the White House.  “Little More Time with You” is a gently rocking song about leaving drugs 
behind.  “Gaia” is a nice tune about the beauties of nature.  Other songs relate to Taylor’s family and past.  
This was quite a successful album for him, charting well and even winning a Grammy award for the Best 
Pop Vocal Album in 1998.  It also has some audio cred, in that it won its producer/engineer a Grammy for 
Best Engineered Album.   

However, on the whole this album is... well, frankly something of a yawn.  After a while the songs start to 
blend together and sound similar.  The sound is so archetypically Taylor that unless you are a fan, 
particularly receptive to his vocals and style, you are probably not going to find a lot to love here.  My call:  
If you do streaming, check it out.  Maybe you’ll enjoy it for background music.  But if you are into primarily 
physical media (as am I), take a pass.   

CLASSICS CORNER 

Rosemary Clooney & Perez Prado – A Touch of Tabasco   (LP & CD, RCA, 1960) 
 

 
 

The concept is almost mystifying.  One is tempted to scratch your head and say, “How did they think of 
this?” And then, after listening, to ask, “How did they make this work so well?”  This was a not a natural 
pairing; Arguably one of the best and certainly one of the most popular female vocalists of the 1950’s with a 



bandleader known for his decidedly Cuban music.  However, the result is very much a successful blending 
of two major talents and two styles of music.   

That sheer talent of the two major players is one reason it works.  Clooney’s skill is in evidence here, as 
she brings her smooth and engaging vocal style to the material.  Prado was lesser known, but a masterful 
band leader and a major name in Latin-American music, known as “King of the Mambo.”  Also important 
factors to be credited are some of the best session players of the day, and an excellent RCA production.   

And there is of course the carefully chosen material.  The songs vary between Latin, swing-type numbers 
with an American slant, to traditional “songbook” pieces with a Latin flavor.  As an example of the former, 
the album leads off with a song called "Corazon de Melon," which was apparently a major hit for them in 
South America.  The traditional songs range from “I Only Have Eyes for You” to “I Got Plenty O’ Nuttin’”.  
All are lively, interesting, and fun to listen to, with Clooney’s vocals and Perez’s band with arrangements 
complimenting each other.   

Sixty-four years after its release this music still sounds fresh and energetic.  I do recommend it.  That said, 
it is almost an artifact of its time, and frankly may not be to everyone’s taste.  No one will mistake it for an 
album of this century.  But it is good enough that it has been released in different formats and in different 
countries.  Perhaps most notable is a 2010 audiophile re-release by ORG (Original Recordings Group), 
produced as a 2-disc, 180 g, 45 RPM album, still available through Acoustic Sounds.  I have not heard that, 
but have no doubt that it is worthwhile.  My own copy is an original mono I picked up at a record show a 
couple years ago.  (It was also released in stereo by RCA, apparently the same year, under their Living 
Stereo imprint.)  The clarity and dynamics of the RCA production of my copy make me think that I cannot 
be missing much of what other or later versions may offer.   

 

 

 



For Sale 
My transition from Chicago to Chandler AZ meant that my home theater days needed to end. 
As Follows:  Receiver, Yamaha HTR 5960, 7.1, with book, remote and room acoustic analyzer.  Clean, 
works, caps are good.  It is a beast. 
Side Speakers, Bose 201, left and right.  Screw mounting holes on the top of the cabinet.  Clean and 
functional. 
Center speaker, Klipsch, Synergy Q1, Clean and functional. 
DVD Player, Sony Blu-Ray with remote.  Upscale version with a nifty strip of chrome plastic on the 
front.  Clean and functional. 
All of this majestic sound equipment can be yours for $200.00  cash money. Prefer US Dollars. 
Contact Dan Murphy –312-927-1009 

Dealers Corner 
As always we want to recognize and thank all the local retailers who support our club so graciously 
DEALERS: 
Acoustic Designs Group -- https://www.adgroupaz.com/ 

Arizona HiFi -- http://tubeaudio.com/ 

Audio Video Excellence -- https://www.audiovideoexcellence.com/index.html 

Dedicated Audio -- https://www.dedicatedaudio.com/ 

LMC Entertainment -- https://www.lmche.com/ 

Woolson Audio -- https://www.woolsonaudio.com/ (may be closed, more later) 

USA Tube Audio -- https://www.usatubeaudio.com/ 

Mythic Home Theater – https://mythicsls.com/ 

VINYL: 
Record High in Phoenix -- https://www.facebook.com/Record-High-in-Phoenix-225931417539924/ 

In-Groove Records -- https://www.theingroove.com/ 

REPAIR WORK:  
James Koch 
james@highendrepair.com 

Audio Doctor 
http://www.audiodoctor.biz/ 
602-741-0730 

Jeff's Professional Audio Repair, Also Car Stereo work 
602-274-0794 
jparepair@yahoo.com 
 

Refoaming Speaker Surround Service: 

Michael Mitchell 480-749-7003 

mmiller43228@yahoo.com 

Turntable Set-up and record cleaning: 
Richard Jensen 
ANALOG resource 
602 717 2399 | worksbau@gmail.com 
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