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Police book Luthra brothers
for fmgmg health centre NOC

NT Reporter
Mapusa

Saurabh and Gaurav Lu-
thra, the owners of Birch
by Romeo Lane nightclub
that was destroved in a fire
at Arpora recently, leading
to the loss of 25 lives, have
been booked by the Mapusa
police in connection with a
forged No-Objection Cer-
tficate (NOC) of Candolim
primary health centre.

Co-owner of the
nightclub Ajay Gupta has
also been booked for the of-
fence, said police.

The Mapusa JMFC court
on Monday extended the
police custody of the Luthra
brothers by four days. The
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Counsel for the victims
Advocate Vishnu Joshi said
a forged NOC was submitted
by-the Luthra brothers for
obtaining excise permission.
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court also sent Gupta to 11-
day judicial custody.

The Mapusa police have
moved an application . to
seek the transfer of Gupta’s
custody . for investigation

- and the matter will be heard

on Tuesday.

It may be noted that
the Luthra brothers were
nabbed in Thailand and
brought to India in con-
nection with the nightclub
fire case, while Gupta was

L. detained in Delhi. They

were subsequently arres-
ted by Goa police. .
Seeking extended po-
lice custody of the Lu-
thra brothers, counsel for
prosecution informed
the court that the duo had
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forged an agreement per-
taining to the nightclub and
said the same needstobe in-
vestigated. The counsel for
prosecution ‘also informed
the court that another of-
fence has been registered
against the Luthra brothers
for forging an NOC from the
Candolim primary health
centre, which also needs to
be probed. When the court
asked the Luthra brothers
if they wanted to say any-
thing, Saurabh said - they
will cooperate in the in
vestigation. Counsel for
the victims, the Joshi fam-
ily, filed an intervention
petition before the court.
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ARPORA FIRE TRAGEDY: LUTHRAS'
CUSTODY EXTENDED BY FOUR DAYS

loshi further informed that an additional FIR has been
filed against Ajay Gupta for allegedly submitting a forged

police verification document.
The advocate also stated that the victims’ families would

seek the intervention of central investigating agencies, in-
cluding the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED), and the Inceme Tax Department, to
probe the matter. He alleged that the Luthra brothers own
as many as 42 companies, many of which could be shell en-
tities, and called for a detailed investigation into the source
and utilisation of funds generated through these firms.



~ Arpora fire tragedy: Luthras
custody extended by four days

Third partner Ajay Gupta remanded
to 14-day judicial custody

Team Heraid

. PANJIM: The Judicial Mag-
istrate First Class (JMFC),
: Mapusa, on Monday ex-
. tended the police custody
- of the Luthra brothers by
- four more days in connec-
tion with the fire tragedy
. at the Birch by Romeo Lane
. nightclub in Arpora.
. The Delhi-based owners
- of the nightclub will now be
produced before the JMFC,
Mapusa, on December 26.
Police sought the ex-

tension of custody to fur-
ther . investigate alleged
forged documents that
were reportedly submitted
by the accused to obtain
statutory permissions for
operating the nightclub.
Mapusa Police have also
moved an application seek-
ing transit custody of the
accused.

Meanwhile, the JMFC Ma-
pusa court remanded Ajay
Gupta, the third partner of
the nightclub, to 14 days of
judicial custody.

Advocate Vishnu Joshi,
who is "also representing
the families of the victims
in the Arpora fire incident,
said that a health certificate
used to obtain the initial
trade licence for Birch by
Romeo Lane was found to

be forged.
. He added that an FIR has
been -registered against

the club’s owners, Gaurav
and Saurav Luthra, in thls
connection.
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Police hook Luthra brothers
for forging health centre NOC

»Continued from P 1
Advocate Vishnu Joshi
said new facts are emer-
ging everyday in the po-
lice investigation into the
nightclub fire case and
hence the custody of Lu-
thra brothers was neces-
sarv. Advocate Joshi said
that besides the Goa po-
lice, there is also a need

for the central agencies

like ED, CBI and I-T to in-
tervene and  investigate
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- into huge financial trans-

actions of the nightclub,
“ag the club was op-

erating without * trade

licence!

Speaking to media,
Joshi said Goa police are
doing a good job as new
facts are coming to light,
including a forged NOC
submitted for obtaining
excise permission. Be-

sides, co-owner of the

nightclub - Gupta had al-

legedly forged a police

verification certificate of |

Delhi police, he said.

“Currently,
tions are ongoing with re-
gard to 42 companies of

- the Luthra brothers which

investiga-

are under scanner. It is |
suspected that the firms

could be shell companies.
Besides, 27 restaurants
are operating,” Joshi said
raising questions about
their eperation.



