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The Bronze Star was presented to Jim at 
the Veterans administration in White 
River Junction Vermont in 2005. 60 
years after his release from a German 
POW camp 

 Jim circa 1943 
  

After the war 
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Addendum    

Jim’s notes on his military travels. 
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The following pages are letters written to family and an article in the local paper regarding his   
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"missing in action" status 
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The U.S.Army of WWll 

The U S Army divisions of WW ll were smaller and more mobile than those of WWl. Every 
division didn’t have every single thing it might need. Divisions shared special units they might 
only need on some occasions. For instance a full field hospital or more defensive weapons. It 
was felt that if the mission of the division was to attack and move quickly it didn’t need to haul 
along a lot of defensive and other equipment that they may never need. It was a poor use of 
resources. They could share these other resources with other units and only have them when 
they were needed.  

It also didn’t need an elaborate command structure to issue too many orders and confuse 
progress. The new division structure was different with three regiments per division; the old 
division structure had two brigades, each with two regiments each; for a total of four regiments 
per division. This eliminated the brigade command layer. 

These changes made the divisions a lot faster. 

The idea of an invasion on D Day was to push quickly into Germany not fight around the edges, 
but take the fight right to Berlin. 

The Germans were surprised by the speed of the Americans. The Americans were surprised the 
Germans were still using horses. 

Ref; History of the United States Army, by Russell F Weigley, The Macmillan Company, 866 
Third Ave, New York, NY, 10022.  copyright 1967. Library of congress catalog number 67-16051 
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Footnotes 
All photos are designed as ‘a’ + ‘b’. 

Family photo-Murray’ diary 
 

1. Murray’s Diary (no pages listed) 
a. Ibid. 
b. Ibid. 

2. Ibid 
a. Ibid. 
b. Ibid. 

3. Ibid 
a.   Ibid. 
b.   Ibid. 

4.  Ibid. 
a. Ibid. and Google search 

5. www.canalblog.com. “Le Harve.” 
a. Ibid. 
b. Wikepedia.org. “Le Harve.” 

6. www.Panorami.com “Henri-Capella American Cemetery.” 
a. Ibid 

7. www.ThenandNow.com “Rotgen, Germany. Siegfried line.” 
a. Ibid. 
b. Ibid. 

8. www.army.mil/botb/overview.html. “Battle of the Bulge U. S. Army” p 2 
a. www.history.army.MIL. 

9. www.BattleofBulgeMemoiresbe/HardisonTSgt Ervin. “1-1/2 Unforgettable days in 
Kesternich.” 

10. Wikepedia.org. “Battle of Kesternich.” 
a. Ibid. 
b. Ibid. 
c. Google Earth photo by Danny Danaerb 
d. Ibid. 
e. Murray’s Diary 

11.  www.Scribd.com “Kesternich and Beyond,” Sol lederman 
a. Army Archives. Stalag IV B Muhlberg Sachsen 51-33 
b. Impression by N.Uchtman 

12. Army Archives. loc.cit. 
a. Ibid. 
b. Ibid. 
c. International Red Cross 

13. Murray’s Diary 
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14. www.Skylighters.org. “The Cigarette Camp. U S Army Camps” Nov. 10, 2010. 
a. Google Earth, Photo by N. Uchtman 
b. Ibid. 

15. Murray’s Diary 
a. www.Skylighters.org. Ibid. 
b. Ibid. 

16. Murray’ Diary 
a. Ibid. 

17. Ibid. 
18. Weigley, Russel F. History of the US Army. Macmillan Co: NY.1967 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



29 
 

Bibliography 

Abrams, Michael.  Stars and Stripes, “Tongeren: Treasure Hunt in Belgium at Antique Flea 
 Market” July 13, 2004. 

Army Archives, Stalag IV B Muhleberg Sachsin 51-33. 

Bundes Archives, Steiner,Egan, 15 August 1956. 

Weigley, Russel F. “History of the U. S. Army”, Macmillan Co: N.Y. 1967. 

Google Earth file photos by N. Uchtman and Danny Danbaert 

Mississippi digital library, Fort Devens Museum. 

Murray’s Diary – no pages listed 

Wikipedia.org, “Battle of Kesternich” 

Wikipedia.org, “78th Infantry Division” (US 

www.army.mil/botb/overview.html “Battle of the Bulge - US Army” 

www.BattleoftheBulgeMemoirs.be/Hardison,Tsgt.Ervin  
 “1-1/2 Unforgettable days in Kesternich.” 
 
www.Canalblog.com. “Le Harve.” 
 
www.FreeRepublic.com, “The FReeper Foxhole Remembers the Battle of Kesternich-Desperate   
 hours at Kesternich” (12-1944 to 01-1945)-March 23, 2005 
 
www.History.army.MIL 

www.Panaramia.com. “Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery” 

www.scribd.com, “Kesternich and Beyond”, Sol Lederman. 

www.Skylighters.org “The Cigarette Camps. U. S. Army Camps,” Nov. 10, 2010 

www.ThenandNow.com “Rotgen, Germany, Siegfried Line”. 

www.89inFDIVVWW2.org/home . 

Acknowledgements 

I wish to thank, and express my appreciation to Lois Sucharski for her help and 
technical assistance in formatting and editing this story. Also my thanks to Susan Quinn 
for her transcription and typing services.    13 March 2020 


