The Bronze Star was presented to Jim at
the Veterans administration in White
River Junction Vermont in 2005. 60
years after his release from a German
POW camp

DEPARTMENT of the ARMY
BRONZE STAR

The Bronze Star is awarded to
ERNEST G. MURRAY

. T/SGT Murray served as a Rifleman from 7 Jan 1944 to 25 Nov 1945

: with Company E 310® Infantry Regiment and eamed the Combat

. Infantry Badge. By Executive Order 9419 dated 4 February 1944, the
Bronze Star is awarded as a result of his distinguishing himself by

 meritorious and heroic achievement while engaged in military operations

: involving conflict with an opposing armed force.

, February 14, 2005 Dan Moriarty
. White River Junction, Vermont LTC(P). MS,USAR

Jim circa 1943

After the war
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Addendum

Jim’s notes on his military travels.
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The following pages are letters written to family and an article in the local paper regarding his

19



"missing in action" status

tch/ona
WAR DEPARTMENT
R A e THE ADJUTANT GEMERAL’S OFFICE
AG 20k Murray, Ernest G. WASHINGTON 25, D. .
PC-N ETO289 ‘ g
5 Jamary 1945
*¥Mrs, Addle S, Murray
South Vernon, Massechusetts
. — --— -Dear Mrs. urays oo s e R T S e TR

This letter is to confirm my recent telegram in which you wers-
regretfully informed that your son, Private First Clase Ernest G. Murrey,
31,416,683, Infantry, has been reported missing in action in Germeny since
16 December 19LkL,

I know that added dlstress is caused by failure 0 receive more
information or details, Therefore, I wish to aseure you that at any time
edditionsl information ig received 1% will be trenemitted to you without
deley, and, if in the meantime no sdditiomel information is received, I
will again commnicate with you at the expiretion of three montha,

) The term "missing in actlon” is used only to indicete that the
whereabouts or status of an individuel 1s not lmmediately known, It is
not Intended to convey the impression thet the case is closed, I wish to
emphasize that svery effort is exerted contimuously to clear up the status
of our personnel, Under war conditions this 1s a difficult task as you
mugt readily realize, Experience has shown that many persons reported
misging in action are subsequently reported as prisoners of war, but as
this Informatlon is furnished by countries with which we are at war, the
Wer Department is helplesa to expedite such repvorts, . —_— -
The personsl effects of an individual missing overseas are held
by his unit for a period of time end are then sent to the Effects Quarter-
master, Kansas City, Missourl, for dlsposition as designated by the soldier,

Permit me %o extend to you my heertfelt sympathy during this
period of uncertainty.

Sincerely yours,

Major General’
The Hdjutent General
1 Inclosure

Bulletin of Information
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WAR DEPARTMENT

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
IN REPLY REFER TO:

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
Murray, Ernest G.
PC-N ET0289
9 April 1945

Mrs. Addie S. Murray

South Vernon, Massachuseits

Dear Mrs, Murray:

As promised yow, I am writing again regarding your son,
Private First Class Ernest G. Murray, 31,416,683,

It has been my fervent hope that favorable information would
be fortheoming and that you might be relieved from the great anxiety
which you have borne during these months., It is therefore with deep
regret that I must state that no further report in his case has been
forwarded to the War Depaxtment.

I want to again emphasize the fact that the Commanding Generals
in 8ll our theaters of opsrations are making a continuous effort to es-
tablish the actual status of personnel who have been reported as mlssing,
or missing in action. In many instances the War Department must rely
upon the reports by & belligerent government through the International
Red Cross for information,

You may be certain that when any information is received, 1t
will be promptly transmitted to you. In the event no additional infor-
mation is received within the next three months, I will again commnicate
with you. e i ' : T —

MeJor General
e AdJjutant General
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AFTER FIVE DAYs RETURN TO

GLEN. E. MURRAY
SOUTH VERNON, MAss,
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§0n-a several days’ business trip for|

THE BRATTLEBORO

Personal

DAILY REFORMER,

lnzthej. Sel

¥. F. Sherbert of Concord, N, H., i5
visiting in the home of his sister,
Mrs. R. W. Brown of Belmont avenue.

Misg Joyce ‘White of Western ave-
nue tock a poqltmn tuday as clerk at.
Baker’s,

Mrs. Percy Paxsons of South Muin
street is confined to her home with ]
grip.

Eldridge Presto*‘: and sen of North-

field, Vt., were. business visﬂ:ors in
Erattleboro Saturday and callc.tl en
frienids In town.
- Miss Loretta “Prentice of .Canal|
street  went this .afternocon to the
West River: Camp in Brookline to
spend & week's vacatlon

William L. Hunt and Pmter .
Spence1 will go to Boston tomorrow

CGoodnow, Pearson & Hunt

Dr. B. B White resumed hls pmc-
tice today after being confined  the
pa.st week hy illness to his home on
Verment avenue, -

-Carl Andelaon, who graduatpd from
the Brattleboro high school in - June,
will ~continue, fo opelate the taxi
business -owied by his father, the
late Emil H- Anderson, :

Dr. F. R. Newell, wiio had been con-
fined to his home on Chestnut hill
over three weeks by illness, was back
at his offices af the Dunham Brothers
Co. today. T

" Miss Mary Cabot. Holbrook, student

-after spending the Christmas vaca-

at Smith College, who has been at!
her home. on Terrace street during
the vacation,” will refurn tomorrow
afternoon to college.

Frederick Holbrock, .student at'
to restime his studies. He will retury |
to  Brattleboré to attend ' funeral
SelVlCES tomorrow for his grand- |
Ia.nher, William J. Fisch. .

| Miss Lueille George Wwill return to-
morrow to resume her studies at
Wheaton college at Norton, Mass.,

f

tion with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. |t

Caryl N, George of Myrtle street.

in  BEngland, accordlng to

spending a8 21 -day IurlolIgh $1th

the Army mechanized cavs!lry
arrived, in France,

and daughtei
Camp Ereckenridge, Ky., to spen
‘week  with his paremts, Mr, and M
James P, Ferriter.

her home, having received o medifal
chscharge from the WAC st Bra '
¥ield, Conn,
confined to the .base hospital
past four months,

| tleboro, who has just completed f§ur
weeks of jump training at the
chute ‘School at Fort Benning, ¢
has won the right to wear Wi
and Boots” of the TU. 8. Army P&m-
troops.

Pine street has received a- letter ﬂ'&m
her hushand, Sergeant Burnham, pe-
ported wounded in Germany on Déo.
18, stating that he is in g hospitel

his left leg.
he expect.ed to bhe hospitalized for
some time,

gram Friday from her son, Pic. Romiao
Renaud,
Demfield Academy, has returned there I Halloran hospital, Staten Island, N.|Y,
Private Renaud, who had one leg m-
putated as the result of wounds stif-

heepitalized in England. ' He expects

to be transferred tc a hospital ne@rer
kis home.

Chestnut strest today received a Iet-

Pfc. Paul A. Grover, a prisoner of 1
Mr. and Mrs. Luther Hawléy of New | German . government, the first ne

Ccrp Edwin W Milkey ha arri

ceived by his wife.

wife and son.

Mrs. Hanford A. - 8mith
ceived news that her brother,
Edward J. Rodden of 8t, Alba

-
£. c

came Suvxday

Mary ¥. Rugg returned Sunday ,D

Miss Rugg had bgn

‘Corp, Stuart Tyler of West Brft-

5

Mrs. Robert. E. Burnham, jr, »0:.

ecovering from a shrapnel wound in
Sergeant Burnham gaid

‘Mrs. Nettie Renaud received a fpble--

announcing his arrival at
erad in France on.Nov, 19, had heen

Mir., andg Mrs. Arthur .Grover | Df

er written ©Oct. 22, by their mn

i
| .

‘Glen Murray has beéen missing
-action in Germany since Dee. 18, ac-
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MONDAY, JANUARY

8, 1945

MISSING IN A(}TIO\—PTG Ernest

in

cording to news received by his par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. G. E. Murray of
South Vernon.

Official
' Casug_l_t! List

-Wounded in Action. -~
Pifc, Henry W. Barnes, Burlington,
Meditenanean Area,
8/5gt. Francis E. CIaa.‘,
Falls, Mediterranean Area.
Pvt, Kenneth F. Foster, Eascx Cein-
ter, Mediterranean Area.

Bellows

. T/Bgt, Carl M. Knapp, C'orinth,
Mediterranean Area.

Pfe. Gordon A, Lombard, Ludlow,
Mediterranean Area. i ;

Pfc. Heaton B. Lyons, Montpelier,
Mediterranean Ares.

Pvt, Ira H. Sheldon, Burlington,

Mediterranean Area.
8/8gt. Leonard L. Unwin, Swanten,
Mediterratieah Area.
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Ernest G. Murray

&4d

Bom in North Adams, MA on Aug. 9, 1925
Departed on Oct. 27, 20M6 and resided in
Vemnon, VT.

Visitation: Tuessday Mow. 1. 2018
Service: Wednesday, MNov. 2 2(M8§

Cemetery: South Cemetery

Pizses click on the Inks Sbove for locations, mes, maps, and
diracions.

|__steM cuesTeoon | | wiew GuEsTEOOK |

Wemon- Ernest Glen, "Jin" Murray, 81. of Railroad Station Road died Thursday
night, October 27, 2016 in the comior of his home following a pericd of declining
heslth.

Mr. Murray was born in Morth Adams, Mass on August 8, 1925 the son of Glen
Ernest and Adie (Sumner) Murray. At an esry age he moved to South \Vermon with
his family where he attended school. He was a gradusate of Morthfield (Mass) High
Schaool, Class of 1943,

Against his father's wishes, st the age of seventeen he enlisted in the LS. Army
and served with the 310Th infantry, 7T8Th division stationed in Germany. He was
taken prisoner by the Germans on December 18, 1944 during the Battle of the
Bulge and was held caplive in several POW camps until being liberated by
American forces on Apnl 17, 1945, He was proudly awarded the Bronze Star.

Uipon returning home he continued his education by attending Vermont Technical
College in Randoiph Center where he eamed his degree in Agriculiure in 1850,

He had been employed for many years as & custodian at the Morthfield School for
Girls whera he retired from in the mid-1820's. Previously he worked st sevaral
farms in the Vermon ares that included the Cortland Dunkiee Farm.

# man of faith, he had attended Morthfiesd Baptist Churchand Vernon Union
Chuech.

Mr. Murray was s memier of the WVernon Historians, a e member of the American
Ex-Prisoners of War, Vermnont Chapter Mo 1, and held membership in the
Wheelmen Bicycle Club.

He enjoyed riding and collecting antigue bicycles, black powder guns and fime
shared with his family.

He was a gquiet unassuming man who was known for his spint of fnendship.and
being a hard worker, very devoted to his family.

On February 16, 1848 in Chadestcwn, M.H. he wes mamed to Evelyn Reed who
SUnvives.

Besides his faithful and devated wife of 70 years he leaves three sons, Emest J.
Murray and Paul Murray both of Guilford and Eugene Murray of Northfield; three
grandchildren, five great grandchildren and many mieces and nephews.

He was predeceased by two sisters, Gertrude Mclver and Emma Belle Murray.
Funeral zervices will b= conducted Wednesday at 10:00 A.M. at VYermon Unian
Church with Pastor Bruce Burks, officiating. Burial with full military honors will
follow in South Cemetery in Vermon..

Friends may call at the Atsmaniuk Funersl Home on Tuesday from 8 1o 8 PLM.
Memarial contributions in Mr. Murrays name may be made fo the American Ex-
Prisoners of War, Vermont Chapter Mo. 1, in care of Richard Hamilton, 63 Hughes

Road, Brattleboro, VT 05301 or to the Windham County Hurmane Society, PO Box
397, Brattleboro, WT 05302
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The U.S.Army of WWII

The U S Army divisions of WW |l were smaller and more mobile than those of WWI. Every
division didn’t have every single thing it might need. Divisions shared special units they might
only need on some occasions. For instance a full field hospital or more defensive weapons. It
was felt that if the mission of the division was to attack and move quickly it didn’t need to haul
along a lot of defensive and other equipment that they may never need. It was a poor use of
resources. They could share these other resources with other units and only have them when
they were needed.

It also didn’t need an elaborate command structure to issue too many orders and confuse
progress. The new division structure was different with three regiments per division; the old
division structure had two brigades, each with two regiments each; for a total of four regiments
per division. This eliminated the brigade command layer.

These changes made the divisions a lot faster.

The idea of an invasion on D Day was to push quickly into Germany not fight around the edges,
but take the fight right to Berlin.

The Germans were surprised by the speed of the Americans. The Americans were surprised the
Germans were still using horses.

Ref; History of the United States Army, by Russell F Weigley, The Macmillan Company, 866
Third Ave, New York, NY, 10022. copyright 1967. Library of congress catalog number 67-16051
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Footnotes
All photos are designed as ‘a’ + ‘b’.
Family photo-Murray’ diary

1. Murray’s Diary (no pages listed)
a. lbid.
b. lbid.
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4. lbid.
a. lbid. and Google search
5. www.canalblog.com. “Le Harve.”
a. lbid.
b. Wikepedia.org. “Le Harve.”
6. www.Panorami.com “Henri-Capella American Cemetery.”
a. Ibid
7. www.ThenandNow.com “Rotgen, Germany. Siegfried line.”
a. lbid.
b. lbid.
8. www.army.mil/botb/overview.html. “Battle of the Bulge U. S. Army” p 2
a. www.history.army.MIL.
9. www.BattleofBulgeMemoiresbe/HardisonTSgt Ervin. “1-1/2 Unforgettable days in
Kesternich.”
10. Wikepedia.org. “Battle of Kesternich.”

o

a. Ibid.
b. Ibid.
c. Google Earth photo by Danny Danaerb
d. Ibid.

e. Murray’s Diary

11. www.Scribd.com “Kesternich and Beyond,” Sol lederman
a. Army Archives. Stalag IV B Muhlberg Sachsen 51-33
b. Impression by N.Uchtman

12. Army Archives. loc.cit.
a. lbid.
b. lbid.
c. International Red Cross

13. Murray’s Diary
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14. www.Skylighters.org. “The Cigarette Camp. U S Army Camps” Nov. 10, 2010.
a. Google Earth, Photo by N. Uchtman
b. lbid.
15. Murray’s Diary
a. www.Skylighters.org. Ibid.
b. lbid.
16. Murray’ Diary
a. lbid.
17. 1bid.
18. Weigley, Russel F. History of the US Army. Macmillan Co: NY.1967

28



Bibliography

Abrams, Michael. Stars and Stripes, “Tongeren: Treasure Hunt in Belgium at Antique Flea
Market” July 13, 2004.

Army Archives, Stalag IV B Muhleberg Sachsin 51-33.

Bundes Archives, Steiner,Egan, 15 August 1956.

Weigley, Russel F. “History of the U. S. Army”, Macmillan Co: N.Y. 1967.
Google Earth file photos by N. Uchtman and Danny Danbaert

Mississippi digital library, Fort Devens Museum.

Murray’s Diary — no pages listed

Wikipedia.org, “Battle of Kesternich”

Wikipedia.org, “78" Infantry Division” (US

www.army.mil/botb/overview.html “Battle of the Bulge - US Army”

www.BattleoftheBulgeMemoirs.be/Hardison, Tsqt.Ervin
“1-1/2 Unforgettable days in Kesternich.”

www.Canalblog.com. “Le Harve.”

www.FreeRepublic.com, “The FReeper Foxhole Remembers the Battle of Kesternich-Desperate
hours at Kesternich” (12-1944 to 01-1945)-March 23, 2005

www.History.army.MIL

www.Panaramia.com. “Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery”

wwwe.scribd.com, “Kesternich and Beyond”, Sol Lederman.

www.Skylighters.org “The Cigarette Camps. U. S. Army Camps,” Nov. 10, 2010

www.ThenandNow.com “Rotgen, Germany, Siegfried Line”.

www.89inFDIVVVWW?2.org/home .

Acknowledgements

I wish to thank, and express my appreciation to Lois Sucharski for her help and
technical assistance in formatting and editing this story. Also my thanks to Susan Quinn
for her transcription and typing services. 13 March 2020

29



