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ichy Blundell has been rommaging through soane-

e’ ,'i|||:|||-\.“ r. He las oopne s w it a1 bac et

]
Mike Lavec

[SE] Bl TolE

il SCTREH, anicl s passing peees Gl Codiar Lo

B "Thes've dodnar consuruction at a house
inel they were throvwang ot all this grean
wisiicl, S0 | sLoppe f and asked vhe goys i 1 oouald g
threagh it They looked at me a littde funny, Bt thiev saiil
ok ducle, lsok a here!™ Laveochinn
nspecs thee shyimyrle, while Blundell pesnts ot is feanines

*heck out the graim clight there, Won't that look great
ot @ Fine” Blundell looks L al mee and grins, shaking his
I Jewee coila

[he cedar scraps that pass inspection will be jivear-
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boards that Blundel] amd Lasveochan nnkd an Use besseanesi

al Lavecchila's reiibed carmiape hovse in Yook, Mane, s
paiT pre surfers andd widlory whio, in the sgarinngE ol SN
decided o build wooden surfboards, and Griin

snriboards was bormne Soon alier thai, a local ogarine

glasry whoaet Cerain ledd 1o 3 wire story by tee Assosc e

doam the Feee of 8 wilve On odu

¥ark, Makne, i o destinaticn well bnovn 1o durlers in aostharm
Mew England. B was also the incebator for Grain Gurfhoards—
s small company specializing in cuslam woosden hoards

Presa, And soon after that, a wetsurted] Lavecchia, sllding
af his wonden boards,
Wwois Ol LUsE Lnont ||.|l._l< af & Hawan NETW SR R LT .Ili-l'
il paiabslec iy fodl bowedd

s @ resull of that exposure, the Ly CORIPANY 1% grosw-
g Fnd. Lavers |||,| I|;:|| |'r|.|||l‘!| 11 =ach Bunld about beo
boards a month for surfers as far away a8 Howaidi, and
Laraun huiis i ||:||’|||l.|||||l_: kite for custormers wie wiiril
i baxibd their omm. At the time of this writing (late Apnil
iy wWete '\."'.lllilll||||||||".'\, the iden of suribohrd kigs—0
imchade ||L|||=-.||'|~'.".|-:|||-|'.~. '----'-'!-.-'|H-~\.l.'_i|-ﬂl“-. el glue

nots. And cedar-tree seeils

ke nerve cemier of Gorain Suriboards is a faded
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Laveochia shares with his hrother, ®ick, a pl
grapher and a fellow sarier I hie hasuse is half o block
from Lomg Sancds Beach in ook, Maine, in & n
o] dal gt il whikle & anicl sums
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L l|.1{- s when the waves are 'ILI'_}h. Blumidel] and Lavecchia
are in the water, but today the wiater & [knd and they re
e Iy an d||||'l'. TN, l\.]l.ll"al'.l'l Furmished, with bealed
wooden wall paneling, wooden floors, a big bookease. An
ol choenlaie | .1]1_:"-':|||:|. brezsitbes hemalby oz a ||||3.‘I ||-|'|:|_ and
a Jack Russell named Gretchen joliis Lavecchia on the
She’s il allowed on the vellow sofa, they
well me, becawse i1 belongs vo MNick's girlfriend. Bur the
wr couch 1 f@ir game, The dogs know the roles
LeTThim & ||| ||||| 1OETR ATE |'||.||| l.l.il|| I||| '.||-\._l~_ ||I|| ||--|| I
v comply with domestac regnelations themseives, [he
C{Em |'|.\.|III\."'. kel HE

|'||l--| EROS |:-d ERE

=i ..|rr" ] SN ||i.|.
windd Pluaiidel] "barmowed ™ Mick s @illnend s ERpeTisive i
forhidden for an 1"..|I-|'III'|'||'I"|I.'|.|
slemm-bending operstion m the basement and bad o roan
the !:|.||||||:.|-| tior sneak the prani back into the cabinet

|'I||I-|-.'|'.5""

e

iomeits belore e walked into the kitehen 1o get iv
|"'.|'I'!.'I|'|il1:2 o Gienrn Surftsoainds feels voung: Blhendell
and Laveochia's teasing and laughter, the communal
b h carriage lesuse where Friends and family are abwvays
cormiTig and goug, U makestinfl hisement shog, ind L
SpEantEneEiy and invention that acoompany the Proess
al designing and butlding the boards, Although both
mieen are 3 theor clothong, vocibubary, bander, and emergy
acteristic of men o decaile WEILLIEET, L il thie rees-

A8 1 I'..
ness af the living room, the intentional way ey speik
abwint thisir i, anil thee ||r'||f'il'. o thiear |.|.I|5.:|I lines imicki-
cite their age

[hie two are quite different from one another in
H} =

Wisncrngioal |9

Mike Lavocchia, one of the co-lawnders of Grain Surfbanrds,
recently mioved his portion of the operstion—custom boards—
Iram a eramped hassment shap in Yook |above| inte 8 Barm in
nmrhyy Kitbery.

demeanor and experience, Lavecchia is polive, offering
a gt a glass of water, and sieting stll. He grins and
disesn’L miss 1|||||||I1|I.IIII:i|.-I-\. 1] |||||.r al !'||Ili|||r'||_ bt lae
CekfiSlchers FIY fuesliogns thoughifully and answers them
sirmighifon l-.'.mll:. Blhundedl has a hard time satting siall
He interjects, jokes, tells stories, and beaps up o ihe
sl to bring back the laptop or a copy of Surfer'’s fearmed
o shiow e phetures, He leans on Lavecchia w bring him
Bk io @ trsan of thought, or to remand hoo of words or
mambers, They finish one another's senienoes ancd ai times
seem o rend one another's minds. Lavecchia savs,
ST RS [ walk L.-\.iﬁl H.II |‘|. 'u.l'u 3% uE thi o |I'|I'||III °r q."u_--r.: -

g, i I lear hei .1l|-:t|||::I Lhaiigs i wiieler las breath,
wving. "Dy 1 |_r|||~. ] that's Feth,™™

Blundell Baughs, “U'm mat the math gus” He designs
thie hsarrls and cversees the CNC cuming of the frames
whitle Lavecchls mniases the busimness, They sliane buald-
ingr duties=lor now,

Each of these men has a slighily dilferent reason fod
lowing woodd—reasnns that, an this writing, are driving
ther from the newbator of thetr basemenn shop and into
sEparale niches. Lavecchin sees his foiure in cusiom
bisards; he will seon rend a barn in nearby Kinery, where
he'll expand his ouiput and perhups ieach classes,
Bluenckell sees ||Il| |||r|I||' B LI'.-_ I_.-l.ll'l'\.-. and “imstructionsl
media"—multimedia hos-to-bald packages, These huci-
viclual endeavors &y wirll hecome '\-|'!|.l.|:|'.ll-|' i II'|i||.'||||r"\-
operal d nnider the Grin I-|'.|||:,_i',|' i thies day, Iswever,
they are working sloulder to shaalder



Lavecchias hackeround in baoathuilding shows. He
ot “uomelhon boaes” hefore @ UL Yankee One-

Design in 1992, Alter that came the 38" LOD schooner
NORETHERN 57, which he refurbished and chartered
from the Burlingron, Yermont, walerfront before fmoa-
ing the charter husiness to the 31, lbergloss-hulled
Friendship sloop FRIENDSHIP, Then he managed the
recenl eanstriction of the Lake Champlain Maritim
Museum’s 82 replicn canal schooner LOS MoCLURE from
2 1o 2004, He came 1o sorfingg only & year or two ago
bast he's mo spranger to fis culture: he grew up skaue-
baarding snd did a 105ear sting in mo keting with Buron
s sogereds an Vermaont

When he finally began surfing, he fell in love hard. ®|
strged surfiog, nosd that vweas e [ was driving from Vermont
all the time. 1 hind o move bere [ oo Mobne | Aod 1 siaried
talking 1o Rich about building bosrds oursebaes, ™

Boserds come in all
shapes s siFas
Al for lafl s o
longboard; tha
ather o
photographs show
& fiah |see sidabar,
page BE, dos
dasciptional. The
translucast Na
Balorws s budlt of
cedar and epoxy

Mundells affinity for wood akes o different shape. A
Ilft'l‘llll:\: surier pnd il |r|,|r|'||,'|'\. 1w woodhiworker, e likes
thie lsok amed fee] of woad. “Riding cne of these boards—
s salter than foam. I feels ke a pilloss ™ Bug more than
that, he's passionate about the environmental angle of
the company, He is a science educator who ance led expee
ditions vo Killmanjars and taught aboard the Sailing
s tion] Vessel CORWITH CRAMER with the Woods Hole,
Masachiseis—based Sea Educition Association. He splits
his thme beetween Grain Sariboards and lis owin vides
production company, where he widtes and produsces sci-
ence programming. He is mainly interested in baard
desagn and in creatng instructional media for bome-
hased bBuilders. =1 still don’t know whether Gradn b5 o
carcer or @ hobly,” *I'm beaning toward a bobsdn, ™
He geas evangelical when e ealls aboan Gsin Surfboards”
crvronmental approsch,

"We |||.|II'. 140 irees for every res we mae

hiir &avs

. e mavs, U
the company’s web site, Blundell posts piciures of tiny
il JELLRITLLE “When we sell kins, we'll send along a [ ks
ape of seeds. And these are seeds indligemows 1o the
FER 10— we | serid Western reed when we sell a2 board o
the Pacific Coast, Northern whites (o customers up here,
aniel Adanic whites whien we ship & kit dloswn soath, We
hospe our customers will plant them, bt even i they jus
tosd Lhem out the window when they're going down e
highway, mavhe ocase of these seeds vwill take roat.™ H:I_I\_IH
N, Uhe company 15 baying s cedar seeds, but Blindel]
I'IlClJl.dIIl't that thai's not Ot | 1'||||-|5u|| “H yomn baay seecls,
those are seeds that wouild probahly pet planted anyway
We're goang o harvest seeds o [or hikes ond et locad
cones. The martality rate for wild seeds is astronoom-
ical; if we can get some of thase 1o germinoe, we're hay-
i an impact.” After o recent visin 1o Boston's Arnald

|ty il O o+ M|



Rich Blundell puts the finishing touches on a new board. He has recently decided to
spacinlizs anly in plans amd multimedia netructicnal packages

Arboretum, Blundell went home sith cones from three
coadir vareties

he company s envirsnmentally friendly profile mas

explain why Grain Surfboards has gotten so much

fvorable press laaely, The smaall o e s Mia (=il
erated 3 wave of media attention, and Blondell and
Lavecchia are miding it with defimess and grace. A local
[reclance writer submitied a BLOTY about Grain o the
Assnciated Press in December. Thar story ran in variows
AEWIpeIpeErs acToss the coungry, mcluding the aforemens:
timmied front-page article in the Homalily Adveriiir—which
had low of photographs. “We've had a ton of inquiries
fresmn Hliawszii, and that anicle led o dhiree or four orders,”
wivs Blundell, Bur they®ve beard from all over. “We had
an Inderniet cabé in Florida call us afver the owner read
that article. They were redecorating and were dodng a
‘surd” theme—you know, surfing the Internet=—and they
waiel us o build wooden boares thag they would make
i tables. We suigrprested they call a becal furniure maker,
We wand to make boards that |'u-up||- will rade.”

The AP story gained sraction when Clark Foam, the mpor
l.|.|||r|I:i|.‘| of Toany surfboard blanks, wos closed diown dise
po erviretimental viokstions. Tlark's closure clsd o things,
Ii 1||u.rh"|'n'||[|lr' el by s — oy ke wibho wos quin__-.‘l
to supply foam (o shapers, or whether the supply would dry
upe Ancl it drew attention o how envirommentally destroe-
tive it is 1o make foam-and-hberglass boards.™ The specu-
laticmy abouid i restraction in supply was shor-lived,, as other
foam suppliers stepped (o take Clark’s place. Hu
Laverchon amnd Blundell beliese thas che -.|u|l:|i-_r|h| oy e
environmental harm—carcinogenic gases released in
the imbavialactire ol F:-'.l".llll'l:l‘l.llll.' foium=—hns mude
suriers I|'|I.||L ahin 11|r :|'|.|1|'|'.;||-. L1} ||H'|| R ETI L

A combination of luck, aggressivencss, and oppore
tumism has goeen Comin & mumber of |||'||I||||'!i|'.|'|,|¢| EXH-
sures. When | vished in Lue |..'|:||.||.'|:| ¥, d ccuimentary
flmmaker was there hlming BMondell and Lavecchia ol

2 & Wissdepfliai Foi

work: tle farished ProETEm Fias Bseisia
senil o sl on Cormesd TV, the Inernet
and cable televimon network starped
by Al Geore. Blundel] hopes 1o lever.
age that program into funding fora
fulldenrth doowmentary maitalle fog
a sports o gutdoors. netwark hke Fox,
Fuel, ar OQuidoor Lile NMetwork. Ben
MoChellam, & pro suorfier spossoned by
gear maker foo York, had Grain
desigm a kit fior him, which he is luild-
ing himself with Blundell's super-
visian and advice, with a [reelance
reporer observing the Proscess,
"salvong] Poblis Badio broadcast &
plece an Craln in mid-April.

Besides the mews spots, Blundell
and Lavecchin are building buee in
irlhier waa, Tlietr wels site (www rrain
surfhoards.com) includes a |.-.|-3|:.|--.|.|;
hieavy with pictures and tales told
righi from the thop. They correspond
w e-mail with a number of surfers
and aspiring board-builders. They
hawve plagis in the works for an instrsc
tional VD demonstrating their building technigues
Their artend o Lo *r|!~'|.lrllr|1ll|i-..-|1 1% |.|1Ir|hg-rr||:. biad prar-
sued with an enthusiastic, laid-back swvle. The mwo are
char ming, freencdly, seli-effac 1g- Bt they want o tell
their story and o sell boards

Il the fuss and amemntion makes it casy 1o forget

Just b small Graim Surfboards Be—tneil vou visit

the workspace. [t is fiterally in the basement, a
i r.|.|1||'.|-|.'d and dusty pair of rooms, [||'||.'t ithe unheaied
garge that serves as a siomge annex in the winter months
On a Jamuary afternoon, they ane taking the clamps off
an 8' board destined Tor a customer in Vermont, A haane-
made talile lned with @ greed Heece blanke! serves as the
stge for most of the boardwork, They IZJ:. the Board our
flatand inspect the ghilag pob. This board is the first one
I|1|'1".|'-1:||“.igm'|| an the Compaier Thev are Illful."d'li with
thie resulis, “The rocker is just right. Look an tha,” s
Blundell. We duck under vents and squeere between
homemade wooden mcks while Lavecchia remoses clamps
and Blundell IS peCLs e b and s hem wiih
questinne,

Chin this daw, the simall spoace 5 daped with plastic sheet-
g, which curtains the walls and divides the hasement
i fwo distinet rooms. "Weleome 10 the sanding divi-
won ol Girain Surfbsoards,” Blundell savs, docking under
thee plistic slwet o sl mie (e shebeion of another oeind,
L dosorway ot to the garage brings us 1o the '|_rhl:||i.1.i|'|j;,I
aperation. In's oo cold o siay out bere for long,

| e ¢ OE ALY red rauily doshled in |IIIH:!I.I: tion capac-
ity when Blundell annexed his parents’ basement near
Lake Winnipesaukes in New Hampshire to work, “We
don'i have encugh space down ihere,” he savs of the
York basement. “We keep bumplng into each other,
knad | L|'|'|'| I:mlnp:rl-_.g mw hend on the ducowork.”™ 'I'In.i||p;-.
will get less compressed when the weather warms up
and ‘glassing and Cpoiy work can be done in ihe
gaTage n'.l.l i.|| r]'.r |'|i||Fl'l_ !|1|-| r"\-. FGE r:|1|I||,=h |||-.|_||'||



Basrd-bsiilding has miach In commaon with ihe coastruction of ather wooden wateressit: keel-mounted framas oro skinned in
planks of codar and shesthed in fibenglass wet in epoxy, Waooden baards weigh 20-30% maore than foam-and glass ones, but,
says Rich Blundell, wood is “so beawtiul =

space [or the two o work side by side

They walk me through the construction process. It
IH."\.;.'IH ik the o -I!Illllrl'l whiere F|||I||!.|||'|| trinaliiles & visson
of a board—rocker, template shape (“plan view” in
boars), the L]r'llli.l' ule ipe 0l the deck that rolls down o
the rails, the curye of the nose. I vou imagine a human
skeleon, the surfbaard’s internal keel is the spimal coiel.
and there are abowr 10 laceral ribs, Esch [:iq-. e of the
framework is cut from 4mm phywond, and each receives
lghtenimng holes io reduce s welghin, Tl keel and the
frumes have notches thad G iogether, Like an old-fudioned
halsa plider. After the frame has been badln thie bubldes
lay on a skin of cedar strips, gluing them tighth togethes
andd clampang them down. Although the -.'|-.,||u- 1% Tl
it the design and the cut of the ribs, some adjustment
and refining will take place a1 the solid rails, after plank-
s and beefoae the l_'|.'n'\- 1% O |||r' 1Licst I-|||-!| 15 oy oot b
with epoxy and some fibergless o make a hollow, ligh
walertight baard with a beatiful Eraln pallers.

I'he resulving boards are light, smooth, and beauti-
fuul. The curves gleam in the lig
il IJ|r'||._|I-|1.|I the i

i, mnd they sweep gen
& armeadl |l|u|,'_ 1% visibee near the il
ol thee boared, thds o allow the par inside the board o e cyal
hbrate with %0 Lhe boards don’
explode in the sun or comract in the oold, *The fnksled
Bosards sell for 51,200 w0 51,500 Foarm boards run aboui
SN o $700, slthourl . ||'-I-'-|1:-~I:|.||u'~|f--.:m‘.-|.m|-.| 1l

bient air PICASLTT,

Cofl meone. Lara s wosstben boardds are hemvies ri|.|_-| Piadiam
||-".|I:||"I .I'i':|'||-LI,.:|I ilar ||||'|=||'n s Ui en PreCEss has

mindde them considerablby bghiter than earky wooden ones
see related anicle, page 84). Blundell estimates thas
Cerain’s boards are 20-30% heavier than a compairmlle-
|l:'||:.::|. board mode of foam, “We're cutting ||-..i| ehifier

e down, for sure,” sis Lavecchia, Grain's fish-type
board | see slilebar e Bfi), at 64" long, welghs 15 Db
their 9 longboard, 22-29 [hs

Wood doses ot match foam for ease of -I.,|||.||-,;_ {ig
I|_::I|rr|r s, o oo cost, Bt Lavece bl ansd Blutidell belsese
1L 18 @ [ar supenor materid for surtboards, [ so bea-
tiful, save Blundell
beautiful, anyway? | nsk dils qruestioay, and the banter in
the hasemeni sfogs. © W hat do vou means™ Blusdell asks
ey stare st pye, Lavecchin savs, = Thiat's ke asking wh
it mariers U vou hove a clean car,” Why cloes it mateer? |
rraasd Well, Blundel] savs sbowly, 1 FUIEES [ . ol 11 iz that
|;I-|'|.l||||' COHERE RKp [ YW, ol ve gool 'w--|1L-|'I|‘II'.Ii_I |'||r:|r|-|'||'_.
they s you cormvingg it om the beach. Bur thar's not realh
it, Lavect

Why does it maer il a board is

fia shakes his head at ooy obiuseness, = jus
pailters,  he savs, “Beauty matters,” Blundel] b |:||'.|, L h
“¥ou're sitting on this board; it's part of the experience
ol "rl'lu'll.: ol there. Most of the timse you e feal Flusing
wives, You'te oat there in the ocean, and vou're look-
g Al the Board, B yoo're locking a something beaath
tud, 11 leels better,” A
¥y Foasler dn a Gifekesp smalor i o Jremience nvtler S i B ool
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