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New Blue 
Economy

A New Blue Economy is a 
knowledge-based economy, looking 
to the sea not just for extraction of 
material goods, but also for data and 
information to address societal 
challenges and inspire their solutions 
(Spinrad, 2016).



New Blue 
Economy
Resources

The Ocean Enterprise Study
2015 -2020

Preparing the Workforce for
the New Blue Economy



New Blue 
Economy
Needs

Prepare more technicians than PhDs to fulfill the 
projected jobs. 

Many of these jobs will not require advanced degrees in 
engineering or science but rather skills and competencies 
focused credentials. 

Specific understanding and capabilities supporting 
technical competencies common to the industries they 
serve.

Open the aperture – the NBE requires interdisciplinarity



New Blue 
Economy
Case Study

To offer some specificity, let’s focus on one component of the Blue 
Economy – Shipping – and how Shipping could be enhanced through 
the lens of the New Blue Economy.

In 2017 the Columbia River saw over 1500 ship visits which must
pass under five bridges in a 42 foot deep (a little less than 13 meters)
shipping channel to reach port, with consideration factors such
under-hull clearance, air gap (under bridges).

A reliable predictive model of all the environmental factors (tides,
currents, winds, waves, salinity, etc.), coupled with a vessel-specific
load-out model would be of enormous value to the shipping
community.

And of course supply chain and decarbonization solutions!



New Blue 
Economy



New Blue 
Economy Data is the driver



New Blue 
Economy



New Blue 
Economy You are the solution



You are the 
New Blue Economy 
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