
Boston College
Supplemental Questions

We would like to get a better sense of you. Please respond to one of the first four prompts below (400 word limit).
Students applying to the Human Centered Engineering major should respond to Prompt #5 instead.

1. Each year at University Convocation, our incoming class engages in reflective dialogue with the author of a common
text. What book by a living author would you recommend for your incoming class to read, and why would this be an
important shared text?

2. At Boston College, we draw upon the Jesuit tradition of finding worthwhile conversation partners. Some support our
viewpoints while others challenge them. Who fulfills this role in your life? Please cite a specific conversation you had
where this conversation partner challenged your perspective or you challenged theirs.

3. In her November 2019 Ted Talk, “The Danger of a Single Story,” Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie warned viewers against
assigning people a “single story” through assumptions about their nationality, appearance, or background. Discuss a
time when someone defined you by a single story. What challenges did this present and how did you overcome them?

4. Boston College’s founding in 1863 was in response to society’s call. That call came from an immigrant community in
Boston seeking a Jesuit education to foster social mobility. Still today, the University empowers its students to use their
education to address society’s greatest needs. Which of today’s local or global issues is of particular concern to you and
how might you use your Boston College education to address it?

5. Human-Centered Engineering (HCE) Applicants only: One goal of a Jesuit education is to prepare students to
serve the Common Good. Human-Centered Engineering at Boston College integrates technical knowledge, creativity,
and a humanistic perspective to address societal challenges and opportunities. What societal problems are important to
you and how will you use your HCE education to solve them?

https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story/c


Colorado College
Colorado College values creating an equitable, environmentally-conscious, and healthy community. Choose one of
these areas – antiracism, sustainability, or wellness – and describe your experiences and the specific ways you plan
to get involved in this area at CC.



Cornell
Please refer to this URL for College Specific (Cornell) prompts.

https://admissions.cornell.edu/how-to-apply/first-year-applicants/cornell-first-year-writing-supplement-prompts

https://admissions.cornell.edu/how-to-apply/first-year-applicants/cornell-first-year-writing-supplement-prompts


Dartmouth
1. Required of all applicants. Please respond in 100 words or fewer:

As you seek admission to Dartmouth's Class of 2029, what aspects of the college's academic program,
community, and/or campus environment attract your interest? How is Dartmouth a good fit for you?

2. Required of all applicants, please respond to one of the following prompts in 250 words or fewer:

A. There is a Quaker saying: Let your life speak. Describe the environment in which you were raised and
the impact it has had on the person you are today.

B. "Be yourself," Oscar Wilde advised. "Everyone else is taken." Introduce yourself.

3. Required of all applicants, please respond to one of the following prompts in 250 words or fewer:

A. What excites you?

B. Labor leader and civil rights activist Dolores Huerta recommended a life of purpose. "We must use our
lives to make the world a better place to live, not just to acquire things," she said. "That is what we are put on
the earth for." In what ways do you hope to make—or are you already making—an impact? Why? How?

C. In "Oh, The Places You'll Go," Dr. Seuss invites us to "Think and wonder. Wonder and think." Imagine
your anticipated academic major: How does that course of study sync with Dr. Seuss's advice to you?

D. The social and family interactions of wild chimpanzees have been the focus of Dame Jane Goodall's
research for decades. Her understanding of animal behavior prompted the English primatologist to see a
lesson for human communities as well: "Change happens by listening and then starting a dialogue with the
people who are doing something you don't believe is right." Channel Dame Goodall: Tell us about a moment
when you engaged in a difficult conversation or encountered someone with an opinion or perspective that was
different from your own. How did you find common ground?

E. Celebrate your nerdy side.

F. "It's not easy being green…" was the frequent refrain of Kermit the Frog. How has difference been a
part of your life, and how have you embraced it as part of your identity, outlook, or sense of purpose?

G. Buddy Teevens '79 was a legendary and much-beloved coach at Dartmouth. He often told parents: "Your
son will be a great football player when it's football time, a great student when it's academic time, and a great
person all of the time." If Coach Teevens had said that to you, what would it mean to be "a great person"?



Duke
oggle

oggle

● The following question is required for all 2024-25 applicants to Duke University:
○ What is your sense of Duke as a university and a community, and why do you consider it a good

match for you? If there’s something in particular about our offerings that attracts you, feel free to
share that as well. (250 word limit)

● We want to emphasize that the following questions are optional. Feel free to answer one or
two if you believe that doing so will add something meaningful that is not already shared
elsewhere in your application. Five optional questions are available – a maximum of 2 can be selected.

○ We believe a wide range of viewpoints, beliefs, and lived experiences are essential to maintaining
Duke as a vibrant and meaningful living and learning community. Feel free to share with us
anything in this context that might help us better understand you and what you might bring to our
community.

○ Tell us about an experience in the past year or two that reflects your imagination, creativity, or
intellect.

○ We believe there is benefit in sharing or questioning our beliefs or values; who do you agree with
on the big important things, or who do you have your most interesting disagreements with? What
are you agreeing or disagreeing about?

○ Duke’s commitment to inclusion and belonging includes sexual orientation, gender identity, and
gender expression. Feel free to share with us more about how your identity in this context has
meaning for you as an individual or as a member of a community.

○ We recognize that not fully “fitting in” a community or place can sometimes be difficult. Duke
values the effort, resilience, and independence that may require. Feel free to share with us
circumstances where something about you is different and how that’s influenced your experiences
or identity.



Lafayette

The Marquis de Lafayette live by the motto Cur Non or Why not? Your Cur Non spirit manifests our namesake

who altered the course of world history. Your application moves you closer to releasing that same energy into

life. Charge on! In addition to the standard Common Application personal statement essay, you will be asked

to respond to the following question, found within Lafayette’s Common Application Member Pages:

Why Lafayette?

Required supplemental essay. Length: 20-200 words. Students identify Lafayette as an excellent fit for

countless reasons. In your response, be deliberate and specific about your motivation for applying to

Lafayette. Why do you see yourself at Lafayette?



Rice:
The Rice supplement offers you the opportunity to share more about yourself. This is your chance to tell us why you are

interested in Rice and what you would like to pursue as a student here. We also want you to elaborate on your

experiences and achievements to share what you would bring to our community.

Essay Prompts (2024-2025)

1. Please explain why you wish to study in the academic areas you selected. 150 word limit.

2. Based upon your exploration of Rice University, what elements of the Rice experience appeal to you? 150 word limit.

3. Please respond to one of the following prompts to explore how you will contribute to the Rice community:

● The Residential College System is at the heart of Rice student life and is heavily influenced by the particular

cultural traditions and unique life experiences each student brings. What life experiences and/or unique

perspectives are you looking forward to sharing with fellow Owls in the residential college system? 500 word

limit.

● Rice is strengthened by its diverse community of learning and discovery that produces leaders and change agents

across the spectrum of human endeavor. What perspectives shaped by your background, experiences, upbringing,

and/or racial identity inspire you to join our community of change agents at Rice? 500 word limit.

Rice Box

One of Rice's long-standing traditions is “The Box,” a question on our application where we ask all of our applicants to

share an image of something that appeals to them. The Box gives you the opportunity to present us with an image that

shares something about yourself, your interests or what is meaningful to you. This image is not used for evaluative

purposes in the application, but allows you to put your stamp on the application about who you are aside from what you

have achieved. Be sure to choose an image that speaks for itself and does not need an explanation. The Box must be a

two-dimensional image that is uploaded in the Common Application or Apply Coalition with Scoir, or uploaded in the

Rice Admission Student Portal.



University of Chicago

Question 1 (Required)-How does the University of Chicago, as you know it now, satisfy your desire for a
particular kind of learning, community, and future? Please address with some specificity your own wishes and
how they relate to UChicago.

Question 2: Extended Essay (Required; Choose one)

Essay Option 1-We’re all familiar with green-eyed envy or feeling blue, but what about being “caught
purple-handed”? Or “tickled orange”? Give an old color-infused expression a new hue and tell us what it
represents.

Essay Option 2-"Ah, but I was so much older then / I'm younger than that now” – Bob Dylan. In what ways do
we become younger as we get older?

Essay Option 3

Pluto, the demoted planet. Ophiuchus, the thirteenth Zodiac. Andy Murray, the fourth to tennis's Big Three.
Every grouping has something that doesn’t quite fit in. Tell us about a group and its unofficial member, why (or
why not) should it be excluded?

Essay Option 4

"Daddy-o", "Far Out", "Gnarly": the list of slang terms goes on and on. Sadly, most of these aren’t so "fly"
anymore – “as if!” Name an outdated slang from any decade or language that you'd bring back and explain
why you totally “dig it.”

Essay Option 5

How many piano tuners are there in Chicago? What is the total length of chalk used by UChicago professors
in a year? How many pages of books are in the Regenstein Library? These questions are among a class of
estimation problems named after University of Chicago physicist Enrico Fermi. Create your own Fermi
estimation problem, give it your best answer, and show us how you got there.

Essay Option 6

And, as always… the classic choose your own adventure option! In the spirit of adventurous inquiry, choose
one of our past prompts (or create a question of your own). Be original, creative, thought provoking. Draw on
your best qualities as a writer, thinker, visionary, social critic, sage, citizen of the world, or future citizen of the
University of Chicago; take a little risk, and have fun!



University of Michigan

1. Everyone belongs to many different communities and/or groups defined by (among
other things) shared geography, religion, ethnicity, income, cuisine, interest, race,
ideology, or intellectual heritage. Choose one of the communities to which you
belong, and describe that community and your place within it. (Required for all
applicants; minimum 100 words/maximum 300 words)

2. Describe the unique qualities that attract you to the specific undergraduate College or
School (including preferred admission and dual degree programs) to which you are
applying at the University of Michigan. How would that curriculum support your
interests? (Required for all applicants; minimum 100 words /maximum 550 words)



University of Rochester

This must be completed as part of the application process.

The University of Rochester benefactor, entrepreneur, photography pioneer and philanthropist George

Eastman said, “The progress of the world depends almost entirely upon education.” In what ways do you

envision using the curricular flexibility and co-curricular opportunities at the University of Rochester to

promote progress and change within the communities you inhabit? (250 word limit)



University of Texas
Submit the required short answers to prompts in your admission application. Answers are limited to no more

than 40 lines, or about 250–300 words per prompt, typically the length of one paragraph.

Summer/Fall 2025 Prompts
1. Why are you interested in the major you indicated as your first-choice major?

2. Think of all the activities — both in and outside of school — that you have been involved with during

high school. Which one are you most proud of and why? (Guidance for students: This can include

an extracurricular activity, a club/organization, volunteer activity, work or a family responsibility.)



University of Wisconsin (650 Words maximum)

● Tell us why you would like to attend the University of Wisconsin–Madison. In addition, please include

why you are interested in studying the major(s) you have selected. If you selected undecided, please

describe your areas of possible academic interest.



Villanova University

● For the Villanova-specific essay, we hope to gain a deeper understanding of your thoughts, experiences,

and opinions. Choose one of the five topics below and submit a written response in about 250 words.

● Prompt One:

St. Augustine states that well-being is “not concerned with myself alone, but with my neighbor’s good as

well.” How have you advocated for equity and justice in your communities? 

● Prompt Two:

What is a lesson in life that you have learned that you would want to share with others at Villanova? 

● Prompt Three:

"Villanova" means "new home." Why do you want to call Villanova your new home?

● Prompt Four:

As an Augustinian community, we value recognizing individuals for their true selves. Please share with us a

time when you were misjudged based on your identity, background, experiences or interests.

● Prompt Five:

At Villanova, we often say "each of us strengthens all of us." Please detail a time when someone has

borrowed some of your strength in their time of need.



Yale

Short Answer Questions
Applicants will respond to the following short answer questions:

● Students at Yale have time to explore their academic interests before committing to one or
more major fields of study. Many students either modify their original academic direction or
change their minds entirely. As of this moment, what academic areas seem to fit your
interests or goals most comfortably? Please indicate up to three from the list provided.

● Tell us about a topic or idea that excites you and is related to one or more academic areas
you selected above. Why are you drawn to it? (200 words or fewer)

● What is it about Yale that has led you to apply? (125 words or fewer)

Applicants will also respond to the following short answer questions, in no more than 200 characters.

● What inspires you?
● If you could teach any college course, write a book, or create an original piece of art of any

kind, what would it be?
● Other than a family member, who is someone who has had a significant influence on you?

What has been the impact of their influence?
● What is something about you that is not included anywhere else in your application?

Essay
Applicants will respond to one of the following prompts in 400 words or fewer.

1. Reflect on a time you discussed an issue important to you with someone holding an opposing view.
Why did you find the experience meaningful?

2. Reflect on your membership in a community to which you feel connected. Why is this community
meaningful to you? You may define community however you like.

3. Reflect on an element of your personal experience that you feel will enrich your college. How has it
shaped you?

https://admissions.yale.edu/majors-and-academic-programs


Stanford University

We ask applicants to answer several short questions (limit 50 words each) and to write a short

essay on each of the three topics below.

Short Essay Questions

There is a 100-word minimum and a 250-word maximum for each essay.

1. The Stanford community is deeply curious and driven to learn in and out of the classroom.
Reflect on an idea or experience that makes you genuinely excited about learning.

2. Virtually all of Stanford's undergraduates live on campus. Write a note to your future
roommate that reveals something about you or that will help your roommate—and us—get
to know you better.

3. Please describe what aspects of your life experiences, interests and character would help
you make a distinctive contribution as an undergraduate to Stanford University.



Washington University St. Louis

This optional question allows you to add another dimension to your application –
something that the admissions committee might not learn by reading your transcript or
your personal statement.

If you like, you may focus your optional 90-second video submitted through the WashU
Pathway on addressing one of these three questions. (Students who choose to submit a
written response to one of these questions may still opt in to sharing an optional video).

WashU is a place that values diversity of perspectives. We believe those perspectives
come from a variety of experiences and identities. Respond to one of the following prompts
to help us understand “Who are you?”:

● Discuss a fresh perspective or opinion you brought to a collaborative setting or
project.

● Describe a community you are a part of and your place within it.
● Tell us how your life experiences have impacted the way you view or interact with

your community.

https://admissions.wustl.edu/how-to-apply/optional/


University of Richmond

The following essay prompts will appear on the 2024-25 application.

One essay response is required. Choose from the following prompts:

1. You have a platform to create change. What is an action or policy you might propose to address an

issue of social injustice in your school or local community, or on a national or global scale?

2. Tell us about a time you learned something unexpected. What did you learn, and what happened next?

3. Richmond welcomes students from various backgrounds, perspectives, and lived experiences. What is

at least one way you will contribute to our community that is not already mentioned in your application?

Word Limit: Minimum 350. Maximum 650 words.


