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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 19, 2026
Holy Eucharist ~ 10:30am

"Do not neglect hospitality, for through it some have unknowingly entertained angels."
(Heb. 13:1). We warmly welcome all who worship with us today. Children are welcome in worship. Please complete a Visitor's Sheet found on the table at the back of the church. By completing a sheet, you will receive our newsletter and welcome information.
















































THE WORD OF GOD

Prelude 					     


Hymn at the Procession 			365    	        Come, thou almighty King


Opening Acclamation                       				         BCP, p. 355
Celebrant   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.			        
People      And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.


Collect for Purity                                                                              
Celebrant	Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.


Gloria 										    Hymnal S-278                                                                            
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to the people on earth….


The Collect of the Day 
[bookmark: _Hlk163260502]Celebrant	The Lord be with you.
People	And also with you.
[bookmark: _Hlk159662681]Celebrant	Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

The people are seated for the readings and the psalm
[bookmark: _Hlk131720288]The First Lesson Isaiah 44:6-8
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah
Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 
I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god. 
Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me. 
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
Do not fear, or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
You are my witnesses! 
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I know not one. 
Reader 	The Word of the Lord.
[bookmark: Psalm_146:3]People	Thanks be to God.


Psalm 86:11-17
Please respond at the bold verse

11 Teach me your way, O Lord,
and I will walk in your truth; 
knit my heart to you that I may fear your Name.

12 I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 
and glorify your Name for evermore.

13 For great is your love toward me; 
you have delivered me from the nethermost Pit.
14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God,
and a band of violent men seeks my life; 
they have not set you before their eyes.

15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, 
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.

16 Turn to me and have mercy upon me; 
give your strength to your servant;
and save the child of your handmaid.

17 Show me a sign of your favor,
so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed; 
because you, O Lord, have helped me and comforted me.


The Second Lesson – Romans 8:12-25
A reading from the letter to the Romans

Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh-- for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ-- if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
Reader 	The Word of the Lord.
People	Thanks be to God.


Hymn at The Sequence 			       482   	            Lord of all hopefulness 


The Gospel – Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People        Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

Celebrant 	The Gospel of the Lord. 	
People	Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
The people sing the remaining verses of the hymn


Sermon	                                                                   The Rev. Z. Mark Smith


The Nicene Creed                                                                           BCP, p. 358

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.


[bookmark: Form_III]The Prayers of the People   Form III                                           BCP, p. 387
The Leader and People pray responsively

Leader: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

Silence



The Celebrant adds a concluding collect.
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.


The Confession                                                                               BCP, p. 360
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The absolution (the Priest stands and says)
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.


The Peace	
Celebrant	The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	And also with you.


Announcements


Offertory 
Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. (Eph.5:2)
Presentation Hymns	                                 Hymn #380 (v.3) and Hymn #717 (v.4)

“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.”

“Our fathers’ God, to thee, author of liberty, to thee we sing; long may our land be bright with freedom’s holy light; protect us by thy might, great God, our King.” 




[bookmark: _Hlk131718433][bookmark: _Hlk161338155]The Holy Communion

[bookmark: _Hlk186887778]The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B	 		BCP, p. 366               
Celebrant	The Lord be with you.
People	And also with you.
Celebrant	Lift up your hearts.
People	We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People	It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Celebrant  
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus								  		    Hymnal S-129

The congregation may stand or kneel 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat; This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

 Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and people
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

Celebrant
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with blessed Andrew and all your saints; we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.


[bookmark: _Hlk199933308]The Lord’s Prayer		                                                                BCP, p. 364
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 							BCP, p. 364                                                 
Celebrant    Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us
People        Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Celebrant     The gifts of God for the People of God. Holy things for Holy People.

All who seek a closer relationship with God through Christ are welcome to participate in Holy Communion.  If you would prefer not to receive, you may cross your arms over your chest and the celebrant will offer God’s blessing. Gluten-free wafers are available; please make your need known to the celebrant.

Celebrant 	Let us pray.   

Post Communion Prayer	                                                               BCP, p. 365
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Blessing 
Celebrant	 The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen. 


Final Processional Hymn                 592   	      In Christ there is no East or West  


Dismissal
Reader	Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  Alleluia! Alleluia!
People	Thanks be to God.  Alleluia. Alleluia. 


Postlude
______________________________














Announcements

PARISH PRAYER LIST
Please hold the following people in prayer:
   
Patrick Afoakwah, Pam Baake, Melanie Baisley, Jan Barnes, Faye Bateman, Debbie, Linda, Sandie and Tom, The Blackwell Family, Caroline Bradford, Caelick Bradley and family, Carol Brimm, Pete and Nancy Brown, Christine Butler, Amanda Cain, Misty Cantu, Susan Carroll, Donna Carter, Donnie Carter, Judy Cavin, Jennifer Ceriale, Branden Chan, Judy Consoli, Fran Cook, Lanette Cowles, Erica Day, Judi Donnelly, Billy Doughty, Phyllis Doughty, William Doughty, Erin Dugan, Karol Dyson, Ruby Dyson, Dean G., Brian Gardner, Paula Gardner, Jerry Garner, Susan Geary, Gloria Gehrig, Gavin Gillies, Alexi Greene, Jerry Himmelheber, The Hunter Bennett Family, Ryker Hurst, Greta Johnston, Helen Kundracik, Terrie Leonard, Thomas Leonard, Elinor Mattingly, Dee McRae, Artie Miller, Bernice Nunes, Kyle Patrick, Skylar Patron, Natalie Reed, Jane Roderick, Mark Stutso, Jonathan Tanner, Taylor, Isabella Tenczar, George Trahan, Charlene Townsend, Harvey Tyler, Paula Wayland, Angelica Wilkinson, The Willett Family, Brandon Woehlke, Stuart A. Wood, first responders and all of those serving in the military and their families.
Flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in celebration of Ruby Dyson’s 98th birthday, by Michael Dyson and Robert Abell. 
______________________________________
Serving in Worship today - Rev. Z. Mark Smith

8:00 am
Lector – Jerry Gehrig


10:30 am
Lector – Ginni Stein
Verger – Kim Stickney

Coffee Hour Hosts – Margaret Hallau and Hal Pease

Coffee Hour follows each service in the Parish Hall.
_______________________________________

New Tables in the Parish Hall
A big thank you to the parishioners who donated the new tables for the Parish Hall. They are much lighter and easier to move than the old ones. We plan to use table covers to protect the white tops; until those are in place, please be mindful of spills as they may stain the surface.



Chewing Gum Reminder
Please ensure that used chewing gum is placed in the trash cans. Several pieces of gum were found on the bottoms of the old tables when they were being replaced, and we want to keep our new tables clean.



Cooking with the Kitchen Angels!
Ever had a secret desire to offer your culinary talents with some of the best in St. Mary’s County? Throughout the year, a group of very talented ladies prepare meals for all kinds of functions—and they could use your help! If you are interested in this very important ministry, please see Bobbi Brown.



Key Holders or Access to Keys
A note from Joyce Austin: Our church insurance requires all who are key holders or have access to church keys to take brief online classes. I can help you through the process. I will be at both coffee hours this weekend to sign people up. You can also contact me at churchschool64@gmail.com.



Holy Mowers
The Holy Mowers are looking for 3 or 4 more volunteers to help maintain the church grounds and keep the cost of yard care down.  Tasks include mowing and lawn trimming; no experience is necessary and training is available. Any amount of volunteer time is appreciated! Please contact Peter Woodside at pmwoodside@yahoo.com.


Healing Service 
Join us Wednesdays at 12:30 pm for a simple service of scripture, prayer, reflection and anointing for those who wish to receive. Feel free to bring your joys and sadness, prayers for yourself and others and, most of all, for this beautiful, broken world we inhabit. 



St. Andrew’s Nursery
Nursery is available from 10:15 am – 11:45, every Sunday.  Suitable for all little souls from infancy through age 5.



Parish Calendar
The St. Andrew's Parish Calendar is online!  To add your events, please email admin@standrewsleonardtown.org  To view the calendar, go to the Parish website or use this link:  https://standrewsleonardtown.org/parish-calendar
Please visit the Parish website for up-to-date information on Service Schedule, campus events and information.  https://standrewsleonardtown.org/
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