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Episcopal Church

[image: ]



Second Sunday in Advent
December 7, 2025 
Holy Eucharist ~ 10:30am
	

"Do not neglect hospitality, for through it some have unknowingly entertained angels."
(Heb. 13:1). We warmly welcome all who worship with us today. Children are welcome in worship. Please complete a Visitor's Sheet found on the table at the back of the church. By completing a sheet, you will receive our newsletter and welcome information.


THE WORD OF GOD


Prelude   


Hymn at the Procession 	             65                               Prepare the way, O Zion


Opening Acclamation                       				          BCP p. 355
Celebrant   	Our King and Savior now draws near
People       	Come let us adore him.                          


Collect for Purity                                                                              
[bookmark: _Hlk182594192]Celebrant	Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.


Kyrie 										     Hymnal S-96
Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy…


The Collect of the Day 
[bookmark: _Hlk163260502]Celebrant	The Lord be with you.
[bookmark: _Hlk168132950][bookmark: _Hlk163260577][bookmark: _Hlk159662681][bookmark: _Hlk131720288]People	And also with you.

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The people are seated for the readings and the psalm.

[bookmark: _Hlk176017016]The First Lesson – Isaiah 11:1-10
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear; 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the
ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 
They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Reader 	The Word of the Lord.
People	Thanks be to God.


Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Please respond at the bold verse 
1 Give the King your justice, O God, 
and your righteousness to the King's Son;
2 That he may rule your people righteously 
and the poor with justice;
3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
and the little hills bring righteousness.
4 He shall defend the needy among the people; 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
from one generation to another.
6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, 
like showers that water the earth.
7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wondrous deeds!
19 And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! 
and may all the earth be filled with his glory.
Amen. Amen.
The Second Lesson – Romans 15:4-13
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans 
Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,
and sing praises to your name";
and again he says,
"Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people";
and again,
"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him";
and again Isaiah says,
"The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope."
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Reader 	The Word of the Lord.
People	Thanks be to God.


[bookmark: _Hlk163260723][bookmark: _Hlk163833066]Hymn at The Sequence              640                 Watchman, tell us of the night

[bookmark: _Hlk168133191][bookmark: _Hlk171110030][bookmark: _Hlk172916349]                      
The Gospel – Matthew 3:1-12

Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
People       Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.’” 
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

Celebrant 	The Gospel of the Lord. 	
People	Praise to you, Lord Christ. 


The people sing the remaining verses of the hymn.
Sermon	                                                                 The Rev. Z. Mark Smith
	
The Nicene Creed                                                                           BCP p. 326

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk172916451]Prayers of the People – Form IV                                                  BCP p. 388

Leader: Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy	Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy	Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy	Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy	Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy	Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Silence
Lord, in your mercy	Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding collect.

The Confession                                                                               BCP p. 331
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The absolution (the Priest stands and says)
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace	
Celebrant	The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	And also with you.

Announcements
 
Offertory 
Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. (Eph.5:2)

Offertory Music    			       "On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry" 
  (arr. by Simon Andrews)

 Presentation Hymns                                         Hymn #380 (v.3) and Hymn #717 (v.4)

“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.”  

“Our fathers’ God, to thee, author of liberty, to thee we sing; long may our land be bright with freedom’s holy light; protect us by thy might, great God, our King.” 


The Holy Communion

[bookmark: _Hlk131718433][bookmark: _Hlk172916831]The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer B	                  BCP p. 367

Celebrant	The Lord be with you.
People	And also with you.
Celebrant	Lift up your hearts.
People	We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People	It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant  
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus							 	          	          Hymnal S-130	
The congregation may stand or kneel
	
[bookmark: _Hlk183821842]Celebrant  
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat; This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and people
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

Celebrant
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Andrew and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer							                  BCP p. 364
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say
[bookmark: _Hlk131718519]
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread                                                            BCP p. 364
Celebrant     Christ or Passover is sacrificed for us;	
People         Therefore let us keep the feast. 

The Minister offers the following invitation:
[bookmark: _Hlk134832986]The Gifts of God for the People of God. Holy things for Holy People.

All who seek a closer relationship with God through Christ are welcome to participate in Holy Communion.  The Sacrament may be received standing.  If you would prefer not to receive, you may cross your arms over your chest and the priest will offer God’s blessing. Gluten- free wafers are available; please make your need known to the celebrant. 

Celebrant     Let us pray.

Post Communion Prayer	                                                               BCP p. 365
[bookmark: _Hlk161338631]Eternal God heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing 
Celebrant	 The peace of God, that passes all understanding. Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  Amen. 

Final Processional Hymn 	          68                      Rejoice! rejoice, believers

Dismissal	
Reader	Let us go forth in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
People	Thanks be to God.    

[bookmark: _Hlk174731264][bookmark: _Hlk172916891]Postlude	
________________________
Announcements

[bookmark: _Hlk163261712]PARISH PRAYER LIST
Please hold the following people in prayer:  
Patrick Afoakwah, Bobby Anderson, Pam Baake, Melanie Baisley, Jan Barnes, The Blackwell Family, Caroline Bradford, Carol Brimm, Pete and Nancy Brown, Christine Butler, Misty Cantu, Susan Carroll, Art Carson, Donna Carter, Donnie Carter, Judy Cavin, Jennifer Ceriale, Branden Chan, Judy Consoli, Lanette Cowles, Erica Day, Judi Donnelly, Billy Doughty, Phyllis Doughty, Karol Dyson, Ruby Dyson, Dean G., Brian Gardner, Paula Gardner, Susan Geary, Gloria Gehrig, Alexi Greene, Mary Hansen, The Hansen Family, Ryker Hurst, Greta Johnston,  Helen Kundracik, Richard Lamb, Terrie Leonard, Thomas Leonard, Elinor Mattingly, Dee McRae, Artie Miller, Bob and Doreen Misener, Betty Lou Nagel, Bernice Nunes, Kenda Parker, Kyle Patrick, Skylar Patron, Elizabeth Biddle Pumphrey, Natalie Reed, Tanya Robinson, Jane Roderick, Mark Stutso, Jonathan Tanner, Taylor, Tegan, Isabella Tenczar, Charlene Townsend, Paula Wayland, Angelica Wilkinson, The Willett Family, Stuart A. Wood, first responders and all of those serving in the military and their families.
___________________________________________
Serving in Worship today - Rev. Z. Mark Smith
8:00 am
Lector – Jerry Gehrig

10:30 am
Lector – Joie Samuelson
Verger – Nancy Edwards

Acolytes – Amelia Moran, Chris Moran, Lucas Anisko

Coffee Hour Host – Mary Maker 

Coffee Hour follows each service in the Parish Hall.
Christmas Eve Services, December 24th.
Join us in celebrating the birth of our Lord with a festive candle-light service! 
Holy Eucharist & the Children’s Pageant - 5:00 pm
Holy Eucharist - 10:00 pm


Musicians
The choir rehearsed at 9:15 am today and ringers will rehearse following the 10:30 service.  Newcomers are encouraged and welcome!  


Longest Night Service - December 21st at 7 pm
It is a truism that this season and the one that follows often cannot bear the emotional weight we place on it. Many of us have experienced losses that we have been too preoccupied to notice, much less acknowledge and mourn. The result are feelings of ambivalence about this time of year, when many of us feel forced into joy amid these unresolved spaces in our lives.  

The service of the Longest Night, occurring on the winter solstice, is less about recognizing a particular event in our Biblical story than acknowledging what the year has meant and to look into the coming longer days with hope, something we are all to embrace and bring to the world. Please join us for this liturgy, new to St. Andrew's this year.


Christmas Greening
Will take place Sunday the 21st after the 10:30 service. Pick up your pew hanger at the back of the Church and after soaking it with water, fill it with fresh greens and bring it with you on the 21st.  We will also have greens on hand if needed. 


Sunday School Information
Sunday school is in session! Children will begin in the church with their families, leave just prior to the first reading, and then return for communion. Anyone between the ages of 5 to 12 can join in for singing, a Bible story, and an activity.
Sunday School will be practicing for the Christmas Pageant and learning about Advent again today, December 14 and 21. On December 21 we will have practice in the church at noon. 
Angel Tree Program
Our Christmas Angel Tree project begins today. Choose an angel from the special tree in the parish hall and be sure to complete the sign-up sheet on the table. The angel lists a child’s name, age, and clothing sizes as well as a “wish list” of toys. Participants shop for the angel using the information as a guide. No specific gifts are required and families are appreciative of whatever is provided. Return the wrapped gifts with the angel label to the church on or before Sunday Dec 21, so they can be delivered to the families in time for Christmas. 

Christmas Poinsettias
A sign-up sheet will be available at the back of the Church and on our website.  Flowers are $20 each. The last day to order is Saturday December 20th.


WARM
WARM returns to St. Andrew’s the first week of February!  The sign-up schedule will be on our website.  Volunteers for monitoring, dishwashing, and meals are all available.  Don't be shy - sign up early and get all the dates you want! If you have any questions, please see Mary Maker or Robert Abell. 


Healing Service 
Join us Wednesdays at 12:30 pm for a simple service of scripture, prayer, reflection and anointing for those who wish to receive. Feel free to bring your joys and sadness, prayers for yourself and others and, most of all, for this beautiful, broken world we inhabit. There will be no Healing Service on December 24th or 31st. 


Bible Study  
Bible Study take place on Wednesdays at 1pm, immediately following the healing service. Our guide will be Matthew, who is our companion throughout the Sunday readings this year. Bring a snack and join us if you can! There will be no Bible Study on December 24th or 31st. 




[bookmark: _Hlk201659672]St. Andrew’s Nursery
Nursery is available from 10:00 am – Noon, every Sunday.  Suitable for all little souls from infancy through age 5.


Adult Forum 
Please join us at 9:15 for Adult Forum! Between the services, we will examine the readings for the day, talk a little about their meaning and relationship to one another, and what they have to do with our lives as we live them. We cover a lot of ground in scripture every week, so it’s important that it speak to us as clearly as possible. My hope is that it will provide a chance to ask hard questions of the texts so that we can carry them with us into the week and allow our discipleship to speak through them. Mark+


Parish Calendar
The St. Andrew's Parish Calendar is online!  To add your events, please email admin@standrewsleonardtown.org  To view the calendar, go to the Parish website or use this link:  https://standrewsleonardtown.org/parish-calendar

Please visit the Parish website for up-to-date information on Service Schedule, campus events and information.  https://standrewsleonardtown.org/  
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