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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Love is a many-splendored thing—
or so the old song tells us. “It's the
April rose that only grows in the
early Spring…”

proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is
not easily angered, it keeps no
record of wrongs."

Well, we’re not quite there yet; actually, we have a couple of months to
go until April. But, February has
long been known as the month of
love, and Valentine’s Day has been
associated with romantic love ever
since the days of Geoffrey Chaucer,
the great English author and poet,
in the 14th century. For it was in
1382 that—in a poem he wrote to
commemorate the first
anniversary of the engagement of King Richard
II of England to Anne of
Bohemia—he penned this
phrase: "For this was on
St. Valentine's Day, when
every bird cometh there
to choose his mate."

Oh, yes, love is patient, love is
kind. But, everyone knows that!
(Whether we practice it or not...)
However, what Paul states just two
lines before these is even more telling: If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries
and all knowledge, and if I have
a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am
nothing.

And from then on, folks,
Valentine’s Day was for lovers!
Of course, Chaucer does not have a
monopoly on love. Saint Paul had
some words to say on the subject, as
well. In 1 Corinthians 13:4-5, he
offers this favorite verse: “Love is
patient, love is kind. It does not
envy, it does not boast, it is not

In other words, you
might have all the
treasures in the world,
but, without love, you
might as well toss them
all aside.
So, spread a little love
this month. Show the
world what it means to
be a Christian, and “love thy neighbor as thyself.” Because love is a
many-splendored thing. And, often,
when your neighbor is down and
out, love might just be the only
thing.
Peace be with you,
Pastor Matt
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Giving
Statements
The year end Giving
Statements have
been mailed out.
Please check yours
for any discrepancies. If you haven’t
received yours please
contact the church
office. Thank you.

Worship Life at St. Peter’s
FOURTH SUNDAY

AFTER

EPIPHANY

February 3, 2019

Readings: Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30
The glory of God is often revealed when and where it is least expected. God uses our lips to declare that
glory, inexperienced and hesitant though they may be. God uses our love to demonstrate that glory and
so urges us to exercise it. God uses Jesus of Nazareth, water and the word, bread and wine, to reveal
God’s glory where and when God chooses. Take heed, lest the glory of God slip through our midst unnoticed.

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

February 10, 2019

Readings: Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13]; Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11
The fifth Sunday after Epiphany continues to highlight
unlikely instruments and circumstances appointed to reveal
the glory of the Lord. “Who will go for us?” queries the voice
of the Lord. A man of unclean lips, a former persecutor of the
church of God, and three fishermen who couldn’t catch a
thing. More surprising still, perhaps, is the fact that we are
also called.

SIXTH SUNDAY

AFTER

EPIPHANY

February 17, 2019

Readings: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26
Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. We would do well to listen closely to
whom the “blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed and to find our place in the crowd among those
who desire to touch Jesus. The risen Christ stands among us in the mystery of the holy supper with an
invitation to live in him and the power to heal us all.

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

February 24, 2019

Readings: Genesis 45:3-11, 15; Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40; 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50; Luke 6:27-38
Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit guides us into
merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured and divided. Such merciful
living is the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It is the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a
reflection of the glory of God revealed in the Christ.

Souper Bowl of Caring
More than 25 years ago, the Souper Bowl of Caring began with a simple
prayer from a single youth group.
“Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football games, help us be
mindful of those without a bowl of soup to eat.”
Sunday, February 3rd, we will have a soup luncheon following worship
service. All donations raised will be given to the North East Food Pantry. Please give generously on
Super Bowl Sunday so others might have food to eat.
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Life is Crazy. Prayer is Simple.
A Prayer for Road Safety

God of safety, keep me and my
loved ones safe on icy roads. Help
me pay attention and drive cautiously. Grant me energy and patience if
the drive takes longer than usual.
Keep me warm and safe from harm.
Be with me, be with me, be with me,
in Your loving and precious name.
Amen.

A Prayer for the
Beauty of Winter

A Prayer after Eating

God of creation, thank you

for He is good, for His mercy
endures forever. We thank
You, Lord God, heavenly
Father, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, for all Your benefits,
You who live and reign forever
and ever. Amen.

Oh, give thanks to the Lord,

for the beauty of winter—
for snow, icy window panes,
evergreen trees, warm coats,
sledding, and hot cocoa. Let
us enjoy Your creation in
all its glory, this winter and
always. Amen.

Altar Flowers
The Flower Chart for 2019 has been placed on the bulletin board. If
you wish to place flowers in the chancel in memory of loved ones or in
honor of a special person or event in your life, please sign up. Your
flowers should be ordered by you by calling The Flower Cart [725-9275]
at least one week prior to being placed.
The fees are $22.50 per vase and $40.00 for two, unless there are
specific flowers being requested.

Council Meeting Highlights
Welcomed new members of
council – Mae Dudick & Scott
Torrance Sr.
CORRESPONDENCE—Thank you
notes received from Erie City
Mission, Inter-church
Ministries, ELCA, Bethesda,
Lutherlyn & NESD.
ELECTION OF CONGREGATION
COUNCIL OFFICERS was held by
paper vote:
President – Cathi Newara
VP – Paul Witosky
Secretary – Carol Wakley
Treasurer – Frank
Gildersleeve
Scott Torrance will remain
as Financial Secretary
and Cheryl Nielsen as
Assistant Treasurer.
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY &
TREASURER REPORTS:
 To pay $100 dues to the NE
Council of Churches.


2019 contract from Hagan
Business Machines for
the copier.



The income left on the
Thornton/Reed Mortgage
is $7,800. Motion and 2nd
that we allocate the $200
payment received from

Reeds each month to Current Expenses for 2019.


Special Benevolence for
2019 shall be Camp Lutherlyn again this year. Lutherlyn will receive 10% of the
trust income (approx. $6070/month).

COMMITTEE & ORGANIZATION
REPORTS
 LCW—MIUR set for 4/16/19
and Officers elected.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Ongoing review of security procedures. Handed out a booklet
of information gathered from
the ELCA website for Council’s
review. Property Committee is
also working on this issue &
will report back to us.
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ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES
Have
you
signed
up for
your spring Lutheran Marriage
Encounter Weekend? Don't
delay—remember that because
we are celebrating 50 years of
Worldwide Marriage Encounter,
we are offering 50% off on all
registration fees for 2019!
Whether your marriage is
practically perfect or whether
you have some struggles,
couples overwhelmingly report
that the Weekend is the best
thing they have ever done for
their relationship!

The 2019 Northeast US spring
Weekends are: April 5-7, 2019
at Country Inn & Suites just off
of Hwy 99 in State College and
April 26-28, 2019 at Heritage
Hotel Lancaster in Lancaster,
PA.
We are also taking reservations
for our fall Weekends: October
11-13, 2019 at the Hyatt Place
Pittsburgh/Cranberry in
Cranberry Township, PA,
and November 1-3, 2019 at
Hampton Inn Berkshires in
Lenox, MA.
Please go to the website:
www.GodLovesMarriage.org to

see the cost for the Weekend of
your choice. Two nights lodging,
5 meals for each of you, and all
supplies are included. Financial
assistance is available for those
in need. Fill out and submit
the form, and complete your
registration with a credit card,
or you may choose the option to
mail a check. For questions, or
if you would like a brochure
mailed to you, please contact
Northeast US Directors of
Lutheran Marriage Encounter,
Fred & Julie Schamber,
at 724-325-3166 or
fjschamber@comcast.net.

A Message from the Labers
The Dear Sister and brothers of
St. Peter's, and friends of the
congregation: "Grace and peace
to you from God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ." It
saddens me to inform you that
Susan and I will soon be leaving
North East and moving to Monterrey, CA in order to be closer
to our children and grandchildren. Age and infirmities have
caught up with us and our
children want us to live closer
to them in order that they may
care for us in our remaining
years. We agree with them and
see the wisdom of being closer
to family. Nevertheless, we are
saddened to leave our family at
St. Peter's. We appreciate the
love and concern that you have
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shown us while I was your
pastor and the years that
we spent with you as fellow brother and sister
members in Christ. That is
almost 49 years. We have
lived in North East longer
than any other place in our
lives. We saw our children,
Christian and Heidi, receive
first communion and confirmation at St. Peter's and complete
their primary and secondary
education in the North East
School District. Thank you for
the love and guidance you have
shown them.
We have decided to remain
members of St. Peter's at a
distance until we find a new

church family in Monterrey. We
hope to come back to visit occasionally. We will leave North
East on Saturday, March 16,
2019 with Heidi and her family.
Please keep us in your prayers
as we will certainly keep you
in our prayers. May our Lord
continually bless you that you
may be a blessing to others.
Your brother and sister in
Christ,
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A revelation of grace
By Aaron Fuller January 17, 2019
On Jan. 6 the Western church observes Epiphany, the revelation of Jesus to the magi, who represent all
nations. The Time after Epiphany is marked by more revelation stories in our lectionary, telling of Jesus’ baptism, his turning water into wine at Cana, and his controversial proclamations in his hometown.
Often this message gets lost on us. Epiphany and the time after it seem like a pit stop in the liturgical
year between the two biggest church seasons. As a result, we aren’t as attentive to the power of this season’s Gospel texts. But if we listen carefully, they offer something important to consider.
I’m stationed in Germany, ministering as a Navy chaplain to men and women returning from yearlong
deployments. While I help them make sense of their deployment and plan for reintegration into the U.S.,
I frequently hear them describe their experiences in terms of “good” or “bad.”

What if Epiphany is about the revelation of a third way? That Jesus reveals to
us a new approach to living. That the world isn’t divided into “good” or “bad”:
red or blue, evangelical or mainline, nationalist or socialist.
In the U.S., one only has to turn on the TV, log in to social media and, sadly, listen to others and ourselves talk at and about each other to hear this rhetoric of “good” and “bad.” But as Lutherans, we don’t
see the world in terms of “either/or” but rather as “both/and.” We believe in a God of grace. In my ministry, I’ve interpreted this as a “third way” to think about life.
What if Epiphany is about the revelation of a third way? That Jesus reveals to us a new approach to living. That the world isn’t divided into “good” or “bad”: red or blue, evangelical or mainline, nationalist or
socialist. We’re fundamentally human—tragically flawed but infinitely loved by God.
I believe our baptismal identity is calling us into places we neither expect nor want to go. I believe miracles and fulfillment of prophetic texts aren’t just means to prove Jesus is the Son of God, but rather are
powerful examples that tune us into the ways Jesus is present today and bringing us together.
Looking at life in the U.S. from across the ocean has convinced me that our witness as Lutherans is crucial to a hurting world. We must take our cue from Jesus, insisting to those bent on division that we belong to God and we belong to each other. In this revelation, grace shines through and healing, connection
and hope can flourish.
If this season is a time of revelation, then there’s no better time to open our eyes to the
God of grace in our midst and embrace Jesus’ challenging, hopeful call to love and serve
our neighbors.
Aaron Fuller
Fuller is a bi-vocational pastor serving as a Navy Reserve chaplain and wrestling coach of First Colonial High
School, Virginia Beach, Va. He is a speaker at the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering.
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Worship Aides During February 2019
Sunday
February 3

Sunday
February 10

Sunday
February 17

Sunday
February 24

Assistant Minister

Marcia G

Harriet P

Stephanie D

Paul W

Acolyte

Patty K

Evan D

Marcia G

Olivia D

Crucifer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Lector

Gerda W

Sally V

Carol W

Patty K

Ushers

Randy R

Kay S

Ray W

Patty K

Volunteer

Gary J

Carol W

Harriet P

Greeters/Hosts

Gerda W

Sally V

Mae D

Shirley R

Altar Care

Marcia G

Pat H

Stephanie D

Pat H

Counters

Frank G

Kay S

Ray W

Richard M

Margrit S

Cheryl N

Randy R

Cheryl N

Volunteer

Olivia D

Volunteer

Volunteer

Nursery

If there is a conflict on your given date, it is your responsibility to find someone to substitute.
Please notify the office by Wednesday before the Sunday of the change. Thank you!

Celebrations in February
Happy Birthday to ….
1 ...... Scott Mundaniohl
1 ...... Timothy Mundaniohl Jr.
1 ...... Maya Hutchinson
5 ...... Lucy Hutchinson
5 ...... Alexander Burke
6 ...... Debra Maines
6 ...... Evan Davis
7 ...... Donald Hutchinson
7 ...... Camille Greco
7 ...... Steven Batten
9 ...... Megan Desin
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10 .... Jean Stetson
10 .... Stephanie Dennison
12 .... Jazmyn Byers

15.....Maggie Luke
15.....Emma Penrod
16.....William Lewis
17.....Keith Sayers
18.....Wilson Mundaniohl
19.....Sue Reed
20.....Chad Fuller
21.....Eric Penrod
24.....John Nielsen
25.....Sasha Pratt
25.....Michael Voorhis
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26 7:00p EECLC
meets @ St. Peter’s

24 9:00a Sunday Church School 25

10:30a Worship
Coffee Hour after worship

10:30a Worship
Coffee Hour after worship
Ch. Educ. meets after worship

17 9:00a Sunday Church School 18

19 7:00p Council

12

10:30a Worship
Coffee Hour after worship
Endowment meets after worship

10 9:00a Sunday Church School 11

5 2:00p Stewardship
7:00p Property

4

3 9:00a Sunday Church School

Tue

10:30a Worship
After worship—Souper Bowl of
Caring lunch and Worship &
Arts meets

Mon

Sun

27 No Bell practice

20 No Bell practice

13 6:15p Bells

6 6:15p Bells

Wed

28

21

Day

14 St. Valentine’s

7

Thu

22

23

15 Digest articles due 16

9

2

1

8

Sat

Fri

February 2019

St. Peter’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Officers of the Congregation
President – Cathi Newara
Vice President – Paul Witosky
Secretary – Carol Wakley
Treasurer – Frank Gildersleeve
Council Financial Secretary –
Scott Torrance Sr.
Council Recording Treasurer –
Cheryl Nielsen
St. Peter’s Church Council
Members for 2019
Dale Ballerstein
Mae Dudick
Patty Kimmy
Richard Mantsch
Cathi Newara
Scott Torrance Sr.
Sally Valone
Carol Wakley
Paul Witosky
Pastor Matthew Dennison
Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9:00AM - 1:00PM
Telephone: 814-725-1840
Pastor Hours:
Tuesday 11:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Weds., Thurs. 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Pastor’s cell: 814-392-9833
Home: 814-347-9033

A Quick Reminder
The Stewardship Committee handed out our Time and
Talent sheets on November 11th for YOU to complete and
return. We have received some and we thank those who
sent them in. For those who haven’t done so, please take
the time to complete one.
Giving your time is a great way to give to other people. Giving your time can help show love, encouragement, and more
for other people. Any time you have free time, do you use it
to benefit the Kingdom of God? God gives us free time, and
we should use it wisely. Do we take food to the elderly or
the shut ins? Do we go visiting those in our church who cannot get out or haven’t come in a while? We can even use our
time to use our talents (see various items on the Time and
Talent sheet). There are many ways you can give your time
to help benefit the Kingdom of God.
When we use our talents to benefit the kingdom of God,
these talents become gifts to others. God gives us special
gifts so we can use them for various activities. Are you using what God gifted you to benefit His Kingdom? You are
encouraged to give your free time—and your talents freely—
to help the Ministry of the Kingdom of God. He is the one
that blessed you with the talent, so make it useful and give
back to others. You don’t always have to give money back...
you can give your talent, too!
When using these forms of giving, you are not only blessing
other people…doesn’t it bless you as well? What are ways
you give your time and/or talent to benefit the Kingdom of
God? Pick up a form and find out!

Email: stpetersne@velocity.net
Website: www.stpetersne.org

February at a Glance

Staff of St. Peter’s
Rev. Matthew E. Dennison
Pastor Emeritus:
Rev. J. Kenneth Laber
Sacred Music:
Gerda Wheeler, Bell Choir Director

 February 3—Souper Bowl of Caring luncheon after worship
 February 3—Worship & Arts meets after worship
 February 5—Stewardship meets at 2:00 p.m.
 February 5—Property meets at 7:00 p.m.

Parish Administrator:
Pam Gildersleeve

 February 10—Endowment meets after worship

Sexton: Robert Riser

 February 15—Digest articles due
 February 17—Christian Education meets after worship
 February 19—Council meets at 7:00 p.m.
 February 26—EECLC at 7:00 p.m. @ St. Peter’s

