April 2019

ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH DIGEST
The Church in the Vineyard
Volume XIX, Issue IV

From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
“Let us go early to the vineyards to
see if the vines have budded, if their
blossoms have opened, and if the
pomegranates are in bloom— there
I will give you my love.”
(Song of Solomon 7:12)(NIV)

I’ll be the first to admit, I love
springtime! Of course, this love of
mine is amplified by the fact that
winter gradually tires me out. The
last few weeks of doldrums each
year find me feeling like a caged rat,
and I can’t wait to get outside and
see if the vineyards are in bloom.
Honestly, the first day of 60-degree
weather finds me running around in
the yard like a young toddler experiencing his very first snowfall (how
ironic!)
So, yes, the new season brings me a
much-needed breath of fresh air and
new life. When I inhale that initial
breath of freshly-washed earth, my
body realizes that the worst is
over—the calm after the storm.
Just as God respired the Spirit of
life into Adam, He also does this to
me each spring. And I pray that He
breathes new life into you, too!
Of course, some of you folks may not
have lost that love for winter that
you had as a kid. Maybe the beauty

of a newly fallen snow is still appealing to you—and that’s great!
But, for those who tire easily, and
who are chilled to the bone when
the north winds blow, yes, I pray
that you are invigorated by the
rising sun.
We all have our favorite season,
and, although summer is mine,
spring lies a close second, as it
awakens me prepare for the heat
that is to come. Beaches, campfires, gardening, and Sunday
drives—these are a few of my favorite things!
But, I am getting ahead of myself.
For now, I must take what the Lord
has given me: a little warmth, a
crocus or two popping up from the
thawing ground, and, the blossoms
peaking out in the vineyard. And
for that, I promise you, I thank God
day in and day out.
Peace,
Pastor Matt
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Pastor’s Committee
Reminder they welcome any questions
or concerns, either
written or verbally
about St. Peter’s.
Dennis Groce, Carol
Wakley and Richard
Mantsch are on this
committee and it is
open to new members.

Life is Crazy. Prayer is Simple.
A Stewardship Prayer

A Prayer for a Easter Meal

All powerful and ever-living God,

Lord God, you bless us with all we need –

we do well always and everywhere to give
you thanks.
All things are of your making.
All times and seasons obey you.
You chose to create us in your own image,
and set us over the whole world in all its wonder.
You made us the stewards of creation,
to praise you every day for your wisdom and power.
May we imitate your Son, Jesus in his life of service.
May we be faithful stewards of all your gifts among
the people of God. Amen.

like food, clothing, home, family, work,
friends, joy and peace. We thank you for the
many ways you bless us in this life. Because
of Jesus’ death and resurrection, you have
also blessed us with the gift of everlasting life.
We are grateful for those who are gathered
around this table with us. We also remember
those we love who are not with us today, and
those who now rest from their labors.
Please bless this food we eat. May it remind
us of the joyous heavenly banquet we will one
day share with you and those we love. Amen.
Alleluia, Christ is risen!

Lenten Services

Meal in the Upper Room
Our annual Meal in the Upper
Room is on Tuesday, April 16th
at 6:00 p.m. If you have previously shared in this special
meal, then you already realize it
is truly a wonderful opportunity
to experience a Passover Meal,
such as Jesus and his disciples
celebrated.
If you have not
signed up, there are
a few spaces left, so
please sign the reservation board in

the narthex or call the church
office. Invite a friend and/or
family members. The LCW
would appreciate your help in
the way of food donations, food
preparation, being a disciple,
set-up, clean-up, etc. This
sign-up form is also posted in
the narthex.
The LCW
thanks all in
advance for
their gracious
assistance.

Our Wednesday night “Soup
Suppers at Seven” (7 PM),
followed by a worship service at
7:30 PM continues until April
10th. Pastor Matt is leading a
discussion about the Ten Commandments during supper, and
expands upon one of the commandments in his sermon for
the evening. Join us for good
food, and a
refresher
course on
the Decalogue!

EASTER BREAKFAST
Sunday, April 21st — 9:00 a.m.
Join your friends of St. Peter’s
Lutheran Church at our Annual Easter Breakfast which
will be held in the fellowship
hall at 9:00 a.m. Each family
is asked to bring a breakfast
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dish which may be shared with
others attending the breakfast.
If you and your family plan to
attend, please sign-up on the
sheet on the bulletin board in
the narthex. Let’s make it a
joyous Easter breakfast.
Page 2

Worship Life at St. Peter’s
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

April 7, 2019

Readings: Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3:4b-14; John 12:1-8
The Lord our God makes all things new. In the first reading God promises it. In the gospel Mary anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume in preparation for the day of his burial. In the second
reading we recall the transformation of Saul, the persecutor, into Paul, the apostle. In baptism, God’s
new person (you!) rises daily from the deadly mire of trespasses and sins.

PALM SUNDAY

April 14, 2019

Readings: Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 22:14--23:56; Luke 23:1-49 (alt)
The voice of the suffering savior, Jesus, can be heard in the prophet Isaiah’s words and the pleading of
the psalm. We are invited into the agony of our Lord in the extended reading of the story of Jesus’
passion. In the second reading, we who have put on Christ in holy baptism are urged to let the mind of
Christ be our own. Lent leads us to this holy moment. Embrace it.

MAUNDY THURSDAY

April 18, 2019

Readings: Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14; Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-17,
31b-35
With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians around the
world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. At the heart of the Maundy Thursday liturgy is Jesus’ commandment to love one another. As Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, we are
called to follow his example as we humbly care for one another, especially the poor and the unloved. At
the Lord’s table we remember Jesus’ sacrifice of his life, even as we are called to offer ourselves in love
for the life of the world.

GOOD FRIDAY

April 19, 2019

Readings: Isaiah 52:13--53:12; Psalm 22; Hebrews 10:16-25; Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 (alternate);
John 18:1--19:42
At the heart of the Good Friday liturgy is the passion according to John, which proclaims Jesus as a
triumphant king who reigns from the cross. The ancient title for this day—the triumph of the cross—
reminds us that the church gathers not to mourn this day but to celebrate Christ’s life-giving passion
and to find strength and hope in the tree of life. In the ancient bidding prayer we offer petitions for all
the world for whom Christ died. Today’s liturgy culminates in the Easter Vigil tomorrow evening.

EASTER SUNDAY

April 21, 2019

Readings: Acts 10:34-43; Isaiah 65:17-25 (alternate); Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:19-26;
Acts 10:34-43 (alternate); Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18 (alternate)
“This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” God has indeed raised from the
dead the one who was put to death “by hanging him on a tree.” Alleluia! God allows Jesus to appear “to
us who were chosen by God as witnesses” in holy baptism and invites us to eat and drink at the table of
the risen Christ. Alleluia!

SECOND SUNDAY

OF

EASTER

April 28, 2019

Readings: Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 118:14-29; Psalm 150 (alternate); Revelation 1:4-8; John 20:19-31
In spite of all we have heard and all that we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because it is hard to
believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is
hard to believe, John the evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death.
Because it is hard to believe, the Lord Jesus will return to us again and again in the mystery of the holy
communion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering us his peace.
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News From the Stewardship Committee
Stewardship means taking care
of God’s Business in our community and beyond. We at St.
Peter’s have several programs
in the works.
First, as we sadly miss the
presence of Pr. and Sue Laber
in our midst, we continue to
love them and wish them all
the best as they take up a new
chapter of their lives in California. Hunger issues locally and
around the world have always
been important issues in their
ministry. We encourage all of
our members and friends to
continue to remember them in
prayer, and also to give often
and generously to programs to
ease hunger such as the Crop
Walk, North East Food Pantry,
and ELCA World Hunger. Be
aware that there are giving
envelopes on the pew backs
designated to World Hunger,
and these donations can be
placed in the offering plates.
We continue to donate to support the students of the North
East School District through
the office of the school nurse.
Needed items include children’s underwear, socks, elastic

waist pants, and breakfast
bars. Place your donations of
clothing and snack bars in the
bucket in the Narthex. Donations of money should be designated “Lenten Service Project”.
We quickly realized that these
items are always needed and
that we couldn’t, in good conscience, stop the program. Donations of money may be given
all year, and every year, so that
we may sustain the project.
New for this Lenten season and
the rest of the year is our
“Blanket Drive”. This is two
fold with donations to purchase
blankets for $10.00 each
through the ELCA Good Gifts
catalog to be distributed in
situations where there is great
need such as refugee camps,
and in communities enduring
disasters. Donations of money
for ELCA Good Gifts blankets
may be designated to “God’s
Global Barnyard”. Keep in
mind that ELCA World Hunger
and Disaster Relief operate in
the US too, and we can be
assured that they respond to
tornado destruction, flooding
and wildfires in our country.

Council Meeting Highlights
CORRESPONDENCE—Thank
you notes received from
Bethesda & Interchurch
Ministries.
FINANCE—Treasurer, Frank
Gildersleeve noted that giving
is down & we are “in the red”.
COMMITTEE & ORGANIZATION
REPORTS
 East Erie Lutheran Cluster –
Reported the sub sale was a
success. Messiah will be
holding their first MIUR.
Volume XIX, Issue IV

Prayers for Christ the
Redeemer as they have moved
to St. Mary’s Episcopal in
Lawrence Park.
 Pastor’s Committee is working

on a survey/questionnaire to
be distributed to members as
soon as possible.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
 Property Committee is
currently working on a
“Prevention & Response Plan”.

We are also collecting gently
used and new blankets for
distribution locally through
agencies that serve women
and children and the homeless.
There will be small events to
raise money for both blanket
drives through the year including “Sundae Sundays” and
coffee hours.
Donations of blankets can be
brought to the church, and
we will make a stack of them
to encourage us to make the
stack grow!
These budget categories can
be a little confusing, but it
keeps the number of giving
categories manageable.
The Stewardship Committee
thanks everyone for their
patience and generosity.
Harriet Partch

March 19, 2019
 A motion to “amend the

motion from 1/15/19 in order
to redirect the allocation of
the $200 payment received
from Reeds each month to the
Thrivent Trust Fund” instead
of current expenses. Carried.
NEW BUSINESS
 Next Church Council meeting
date is one week earlier, on
April 9th, due to Meal in the
Upper Room.
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Easter Flower Order Form
As we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord on Easter Sunday,
we also remember our loved ones and friends with beautiful
flowers. To place your order, please return this form with your
remittance to the church office by Sunday, April 14, 2019.
No flowers will be ordered without payment.
These flowers will be in assorted colors as chosen by the florists
except Lilies:
Lilies (White)

Hyacinths

Tulips

Mums

Daffodils

The cost of the flowers is $9.50 each. Please make checks payable to St. Peter’s.
________ # of plants @ $9.50 each = $________
To the Glory of God and in Memory of: _________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
To the Glory of God and in Honor of: ___________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
To the Glory of God and in Celebration (event) of: _______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_____ I/We wish to pick up my/our flowers following the
10:30 a.m. Easter Service.
_____ Please have my/our flowers delivered to homebound/nursing home members.
Given by: ____________________________________________
Phone #: ___________________________________________

THE EASTER VIGIL
April 20 — 8:00 PM @ Faith
This is the night! This is our
Passover with Christ Jesus
from darkness to light, from
bondage to freedom, from death
to life. Tonight is the heart of
our celebration of the Three
Days and the pinnacle of the
church’s year. The resurrection
of Christ is proclaimed in word
and sign, and we gather around
the pillar of fire, hear ancient
stories of our faith, renew our
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own baptismal vows, and share
the food and drink of the promised land. Raised with Christ,
we go forth into the world,
aflame with the good news of
the resurrection.
We hope the members and
friends of St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church can join
and share in the observance
and celebration this evening in

the name
of our
Lord,
Jesus
Christ.
Worship
will be
held at
Faith
Lutheran Church [5414 East
Lake Road] beginning in the
narthex of the church.
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Worship Aides During April 2019
Sunday
April 7

Palm Sunday
April 14

Maundy
Thursday
April 18

Good
Friday
April 19

Easter
Sunday
April 21

Sunday
April 28

Assistant Minister

Cathi N

Marcia G

Stephanie D

Cathi N

Harriet P

Paul W

Acolyte

Evan D

Patty K

Marcia G

XXXX

Olivia D

Cathi N

Crucifer

Volunteer

Paul W

Marcia G

XXXX

Marcia G

Volunteer

Lector

Gerda W

Sally V

Carol W

Beth H

Kay P

Cathi N

Ushers

Marcia G

Kay S

Randy R

Harriet P

Carol W

Randy R

Dennis G

Gary J

XXXX

XXXX

Ray W

Patty K

Greeter/Host

Mae D

Sally V

Carol W

XXXX

Kay P

Margrit S

Altar Care

Marcia G

Pat H

Stephanie D

XXXX

Pat H

Patty K

Counters

Frank G

Richard M

Randy R

Cathi N

Ray W

Randy R

Leslee G

Cheryl N

XXXX

XXXX

Richard M

Cathi N

Olivia D

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Nursery

If there is a conflict on your given date, it is your responsibility to find someone to substitute.
Please notify the office by Wednesday before the Sunday of the change. Thank you!

Celebrations in April
Happy Birthday to …
1 ......... Sara Wolf
2 ......... Tom Wheeler
8 ......... LeeAnn Henkes
10 ....... Charlie Newara
16 ....... Randy Roache
17 ....... William Lewis
18 ....... Haley Reed
19 ....... Gerda Wheeler
19 ....... Sue Laber
20 ....... Billy Fuller
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Happy Anniversary to …
20 .......William Fuller
22 .......Halcyon Mueller
23 .......Phil Hutchinson
24 .......Robert Gorzynski
27 .......Amanda Neill
28 .......Marcia Groce
28 .......Karin Hill
29 .......Ryan Kelley
29 .......Andrew Benden

Kay & Robert Steward
on April 12th
Robert & Ronda Page
on April 28th
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29

28 9:00a Sunday Church School

10:30a Worship
Coffee Hour after worship
Christian Education meets

closed

7:00p Soup Suppers at
Seven followed by 7:30p
Lenten service

10 6:15p Bells

Upper Room

30

meets @ Messiah

24

16 6:00p Meal in the 17

22 Church Office 23 7:00p EECLC

15

9 7:00p Council

7:00p Soup Suppers at
Seven followed by 7:30p
Lenten service

7:00p Property

8

3 6:15p Bells

2 2:00p Stewardship

1

Wed

Tue

Mon

9:00a Easter Breakfast
10:30a Worship—Easter Sunday

21 NO Sunday Church School

Easter Flower deadline

10:30a Worship—Palm Sunday
with Bells playing
Coffee Hour after worship

14 NO Sunday Church School

10:30a Worship
Coffee Hour after worship
Endowment meets
Worship & Arts meets

7 9:00a Sunday Church School

Sun

25

18 7:30p Service

11

4

Thu

26

7:30p Good Friday
service

due

27

8:00p Easter
Vigil @ Faith

13

6

Sat

19 Digest articles 20

12

5

Fri

April 2019

St. Peter’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Schedule at St. Peter’s

Thursday, April 18

Sunday, April 14
10:30 a.m.
Palm Sunday worship
Tuesday, April 16
6:00 p.m.
Meal in the Upper Room
7:30 p.m.
Maundy Thursday service

Friday, April 19

7:30 p.m.

Good Friday service

Saturday, April 20
Sunday, April 21

8:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Easter Vigil @ Faith
Easter Breakfast
Easter Sunday worship

Officers of the Congregation
President – Cathi Newara
Vice President – Paul Witosky
Secretary – Carol Wakley
Treasurer – Frank Gildersleeve
Council Financial Secretary –
Scott Torrance Sr.
Council Recording Treasurer –
Cheryl Nielsen
St. Peter’s Church Council
Members for 2019
Dale Ballerstein
Mae Dudick
Patty Kimmy
Richard Mantsch
Cathi Newara
Scott Torrance Sr.
Sally Valone
Carol Wakley
Paul Witosky
Pastor Matthew Dennison
Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9:00AM - 1:00PM
Telephone: 814-725-1840
Pastor Hours:
Tuesday-Thursday 9:00AM-5:00PM
Pastor’s cell: 814-392-9833
Home: 814-347-9033
Email: stpetersne@velocity.net
Website: www.stpetersne.org
Staff of St. Peter’s
Rev. Matthew E. Dennison
Pastor Emeritus:
Rev. J. Kenneth Laber
Sacred Music:
Gerda Wheeler, Bell Choir Director
Parish Administrator:
Pam Gildersleeve
Sexton: Robert Riser

Walk the Stations of the Cross
We will walk thru the Stations of the Cross here at St. Peter’s at Good Friday’s 7:30 p.m. worship service. The path
in the nave will be shorter than the original in Jerusalem,
but, at each station, we will be able to view a painting that
depicts a scene along the way, listen to the corresponding
gospel lesson, and pray that the image and the Word affect
us appropriately. A well-known hymn will accompany our
journey. Please join us on our journey!

Memorials Received
IN HONOR OF PASTOR KEN & MRS. SUSAN LABER
Bob & Sally Valone — World Hunger
Anthony & Cathi Newara — Laber’s Farewell Party

April at a Glance
 April 2—Stewardship meets at 2:00 p.m.
 April 2—Property meets at 7:00 p.m.
 April 7—Worship & Arts meets after worship
 April 7—Endowment meets after worship
 April 9—Council meets at 7:00 p.m.
 April 14—Deadline for Easter flower orders
 April 19—Digest articles due
 April 22—Easter Monday and Church Office is closed
 April 23—EECLC at 7:00 p.m. @ Messiah
 April 28—Christian Education meets after worship

