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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 You are invited!  Hooray! 

 Of course, you shouldn’t need an invitation to worship on Christmas 

Eve.  After all, that’s what Christmas is all about—praising God for sending 

His only Son into the world to be with us “in propria persona.” 

 But, many folks seem to be forgetting this minor detail.  In fact, too 

many people are forgetting that Christmas is not all about shopping,          

decorating the tree, attending parties here and there, and giving (or receiving) 

gifts.  Too many people seem to think it’s okay to accept God’s gift without 

taking the time to attend worship on Christmas Eve. 

 Well, contrary to popular belief, Christmas is not about getting         

together with family.  (That’s what Thanksgiving is for!)  And the idea that 

we should set up a time for Christmas dinner, and then see if we can squeeze 

in going to church later on, well, that is just plain wrong.  And it has to stop.  

We need to tell our family, our neighbors, and our friends that going to     

worship on Christmas Eve IS what it’s all about. 

 After all, our children learn by our example.  And if our example tells 

them that Jesus is not important on Christmas Eve, there is no way they will 

ever know the truth.  Our children and our grandchildren must know the story 

of the birth of Jesus, or their children will just grow up to believe in Santa 

Claus. 

And only in Santa Claus. 

See you Dec. 24! 

Pastor Matt 



Milestones at St. Peter’s in December  

Happy Birthday to... 

Phyllis Kimball  12/01  Leah Burgess  12/15 

Jonathan Newara  12/01  Lynn Foster  12/15 

David Foster   12/03  Jacqueline Smith 12/15 

Patricia “Pat”  Huber  12/05  Stephen Witosky 12/15 

Sharron Smith  12/06  Aaron Wakley 12/16 

Amy Stevens    12/06  Olivia Fuller  12/17 

Richard Britten Sr.  12/11  Archibald Phillips 12/18 

Heather Newcomer  12/11  Tom Huber  12/19 

Paul Witosky   12/11  Gary Johnston 12/19 

Jessica Cook   12/12  Richard Wilks 12/20 

Sara Nielsen   12/12  Dawn McCray 12/25 

Lynette Pursell  12/13  Barbara Hutchinson 12/27 

Kalli Oberlander  12/14 

 

Happy Anniversary to… 

Claire & Adam Cvetkovski 12/20 

Tom & Patricia Huber   12/28 

Merry Christmas and 

Many Holiday Blessings! 

Prayer Corner 

Thank you for all the prayers over the years for my 

nephew, Mark Pierce. He received an early Christmas 

gift — a kidney transplant. He is doing fine. Please 

keep him in your prayers. Thanks. Blessings to you 

all.  

 Joan Moorhead  



Scripture Readings for December 2022 

The Second Sunday of Advent — December 4 

Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7,18-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a new beginning. 

As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the 

righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day when 

the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent 

in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.  

The Third Sunday of Advent — December 11 

Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 

A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall rejoice and blossom, 

and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God’s reign. We wait with patience for the coming of 

the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word and holy supper, in church and in our 

homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the 

wonders of Christ’s advent among us.  

The Fourth Sunday of Advent — December 18 

Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. The gospel is Matthew’s 

account of the annunciation and birth of the one named Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final days of       

Advent we pray, “O come, O come, Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers     

appointed for the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth 

of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death.  

Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Eve — December 24 

Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-

promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God 

through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for 

everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of 

Christ with the whole world.  

Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Day — December 25 

Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-4 [5-12]; John 1:1-14 

As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, shining forth to bring all 

things into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live among us in the person of 

Jesus Christ then and now. Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, along with the shepherds, Mary and 

Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we declare to the world that we have indeed seen and been       

transformed by the arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O come, let us adore!  

 

 



ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS  NEWS & EVENTS  

Blue Christmas Service — Saturday, December 3rd at Noon 
 

Are you feeling blue?  Has the spirit of Christmas not come to you yet?  Are you considering skipping 

Christmas?  Please consider joining us for our Blue Christmas Service on Saturday, December 3rd at 

noon, as we gather to admit our sadness, anger and concern.  We will ask the Lord to attend to us as we 

struggle with our grief, we will pray for those who mourn as we do, and, for those who wish to stay until 

the end, Pastor Matt will anoint them and pray for their good health.  Yes, we are hoping that you are 

well, but, if not... we hope to see you there. 

Advent of Love 

 This Advent season will be filled with love.  Each Sunday, Pastor will preach on love – be it God's love for 

us, our love for each other, or, our love for Him.  Please attend as often as you can, as we prepare our hearts 

to receive God's most beautiful gift of all – the baby Jesus.  

 In this Advent of Love, we will also have Dinner & Devotions at 6pm on the first three Wednesdays in 

December (7th, 14th, 21st) which will include the creation of a Christmas tree in the Social Hall, decorated 

slowly but surely over the course of the month.  Please join us... and bring a friend!  

Christmas Eve Worship Service at 7:30pm 

Saturday, December 24th, at 7:30pm, please join us in celebrating the upcoming birth of Jesus Christ. 

Gather around with loved ones, and bring your friends so that we may all pray and celebrate together    

during these wonderful season of love and new beginnings.  



Members and friends of St. Peter’s are invited to place a poinsettia 

in memory of, in honor of, or in celebration of loved ones or an 

event for our Christmas Eve service. 

 

In order for a complete memorial list to be included in the    

Christmas Eve bulletin, please fill out the form below, enclose 

your money in an envelope and either place it in the offering plate, 

or mail it to the church [P O Box 268 North East, PA  16428] by 

Thursday, December 1, 2022. 

 

No orders will be accepted after December 1, 2022. 

Please make checks payable to St. Peter’s Lutheran Church. 

Poinsettia Order Form—Due December 1st! 

                          MONEY MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER OR NO FLOWERS WILL BE ORDERED. 

  

I/We would like to purchase _______Poinsettias @ $9.75 each _______RED     _______WHITE 

  

Total number of Poinsettias _______  Total amount enclosed with my order $______________ 

  

To the Glory of God and In Memory Of:  (Deceased) : 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

To the Glory of God and In Honor Of:  (Living): 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

To the Glory of God and In Celebration Of:  (Event): 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Name(s):_________________________________________________  

Phone # ___________________________ 

  

_____I/we will pick up my/our poinsettias following worship on December 24. 

_____I/we wish to have my/our poinsettias delivered to shut-ins. 



Green Corner  NWPA Synod Green Team  

Saving Energy this Winter 
 

The Synod Green Team offers these Energy Saving Reminders for this winter: 
1. Take advantage of the sun. Open southern exposure window drapes during 

the day (for natural heat) and close them at night (to reduce chill). 
2. Use LED holiday string lights to reduce electricity costs. 
3. Tape heavy-duty clear plastic sheeting on the inside of window frames. 

Make sure it is sealed tightly. 
4. Identify “drafty” places and plug them up…even a rolled towel can help in a 

pinch.  
5. Are you or a friend/neighbor struggling with energy bills? Do NOT hesitate 

to seek help. Contact your utility company to find out what’s available. 
Don’t wait until you get a shut-off notice…be proactive. 

 
 Call 2-1-1 to be connected with a social service agency that may be able to 

offer emergency assistance. 
 Call the LIHEAP (Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program) to request 

help at  
866-857-7095. 

 Customers eligible for LIHEAP may also be eligible for the PA Customer         
Assistance Program (PCA) at 888-282-6816. 

 
 
 

The Green Team’s purpose is to “raise awareness of and advocate for the care of 
creation”. Our mission is to support and encourage creation care ministries, raise 
awareness, model creation care advocacy consistent with ELCA teachings in our 

faith communities and public life. 
nwpasynodgreenteam@gmail.com 

https://www.northwesternpasynodelca.org/nwpa-green-team.html 
 

 

mailto:nwpasynodgreenteam@gmail.com
https://www.northwesternpasynodelca.org/nwpa-green-team.html


Looking Ahead to 2023... 

 
2023 St Peter’s Book Club: 
 
Jan.    13. Marley: A Novel by Jon Clinch 
 
March 10 The Hummingbirds’ Gift by Sy Montgomery 
 
May   12  The Worth of Water by Gary White and Matt Damon 
 
July    14  Anthem by Ayn Rand 
 
Sept    8  The Grimkes by Kerri K Greenidge 
 
Nov   10  Select for 2023 
 
Meetings are held at The Bean. 9:30am is social time, discussion is at 10:00am. All are welcome. 

Happenings at St. Peter’s in December and into 2023 

Please plan to attend our Congregational 

Meeting, Phase 1 on December 4th         

following Worship. We will be presenting 

the 2023 Proposed Budget for approval, 

along with the nomination and election of 

our Church Council. 

Reports for 2022 for inclusion in the Booklet 

of Annual Reports for the Congregational 

Meeting, Phase II (date to be announced in  

Bulletin and January Digest) are due by      

Wednesday, December 28, 2022.   

Please e-mail your complete, typed  report to: 

stpetersne@velocity.net or drop off at the 

church office. Thank you! 

A Note about your 2022 Offerings — as the end of 

2022 is quickly approaching us, please keep in 

mind these facts. 

1. Remember that offerings received in 2022 can 

be used as a tax deduction only in 2022. 

2. All 2022 contributions must be received at the 

church office by Wednesday, December 28, 

2022 at Noon. 

3. Do not file your federal income tax return    

before you receive your year end statement 

from St. Peter’s. 



 

Sunday                

Dec 4 

Sunday            

Dec 11 

Sunday           

Dec 18 

 Sunday              

Dec 25 

Assistant                

Minister  
Paul W. Stephanie D. Carol W. Marcia G. 

Acolyte xxx xxx xxx xxx 

Crucifer xxx xxx xxx xxx 

Lector Gerda W.  Stephanie D. Cathi N. Marcia G. 

Usher/Greeter  Marcia G. Kay S. Ray W. Paul W. 

 xxx xxx xxx xxx 

Greeter/Host xxx xxx xxx xxx 

Altar Care Stephanie D.  Marcia G. Cathi N. Pat H. 

Counters Cathi N. Leslee G. Ray W. Scott T. 

 Scott T. Frank G. Paul W. Stephanie D. 

Nursery xxx xxx xxx xxx 

     

If there is a conflict on your given date, it is your responsibility to find someone to substitute.   

Please notify the office by Wednesday before the Sunday of the change.  Thank you!   

CHURCH COUNCIL - NOVEMBER MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

     Church Council met on November 15, 2022.  A thank you note was received from Erie City Mission 

for our most recent $250 gift (from the Endowment Fund).   

     Financial reports were discussed and approved.  Committee reports that had been turned in were  

discussed and approved.  All committee chairs are once again asked to sign their monthly reports, list  

committee members present, and turn those reports into the church office the Wednesday prior to that 

month’s Council meeting. 

     Council and the church office are still looking for assistance with our membership rosters.  If you 

are willing to help find missing addresses and/or email addresses for our members, please contact Kalli in 

the church office asap.   

     Council completed all proposed changes to our Congregation’s Constitution/By-Laws.  Those 

changes will be voted on, by the congregation, at the January Phase II meeting.  In the past, the by-laws 

have been a separate document; by-laws are now incorporated into the appropriate places within the    

Constitution and other updates also completed.  Consolidation of Committees has been tabled for the    

present time.  Copies of our proposed changes will be emailed to all members with an email address on 

file asap. 

     The December Phase I congregational meeting was set for DECEMBER 4 after worship.  The 

agenda for the Phase I meeting shall include the approval of the 2023 Budget, Nomination & Election of 

Council members (there are two, possibly three positions open), and to make sure everyone has received 

the proposed Constitution/By-Laws changes.  

     The next Council meeting is set for 6:00pm on December 20th. 





 
ST. PETER’S CHURCH COUNCIL  

MEMBERS FOR 2022 
 

President –  Carol Wakley 
Vice President – Sharon Chesley 

Secretary – Shirley Torrance 
Treasurer –  Scott Torrance Sr. 
Council Financial Secretary –                    

Stephanie Dennison 
 

Nichole Barkman 
Sharon Chesley 

Pastor Matthew Dennison 
Stephanie Dennison 

Cathi Newara 
Scott Torrance Sr. 
Shirley Torrance 

Carol Wakley 
Raymond Wakley 

Paul Witosky 
 

OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday-Thursday 9:00 am - 2:00pm 

Telephone: 814-725-1840 
 

PASTOR’S HOURS: 
Tuesday-Thursday  9:00 am-5:00pm 

Pastor’s cell: 814-392-9833  
Home: 814-347-9033 

 
Email: stpetersne@velocity.net 
Website: www.stpetersne.org 

 
STAFF OF ST. PETER’S: 

 
Rev. Matthew E. Dennison  

 
Sacred Music:  

 
Organist -- Ellsworth Textor 

 
Bell Choir Director --  Gerda Wheeler 

 
Parish Administrator --  Kalli Oberlander 

 
  

WE’RE ON THE WEB !!! 

     Visit us at:  www.stpetersne.org  or  

facebook.com/stpeterslutheran.church.3 

December at a Glance 

All events subject to change due to Covid-19 RESTRICTIONS 

Sundays in December —  

Youth Sunday School 9:00 am;  Adult Bible Study 9:15 am

             Worship Service at 10:30 am 

 Dec. 1 — Poinsettia Orders Due Today 

 Dec. 3 — 12:00p (Noon) Blue Christmas Service 

 Dec. 4 — 11:30a Phase I Meeting  

 Dec. 6 — 2:00p Stewardship meets 

   7:00p Property meets 

 Dec. 7 — 6:00p Dinner and Devotions 

 Dec. 14 — 6:00p Dinner and Devotions 

 Dec. 16 — All Day St. Peter’s is Ringing the Bell at Sander’s! 

 Dec. 20 — 6:00p Council meets 

 Dec. 21 — 1:00p Articles for January Digest are due 

   6:00p Dinner and Devotions 

 Dec. 24 — 7:30p Christmas Eve Worship Service 

 Dec. 25 — Christmas & Christmas Worship 

 Dec. 26 — Church office is closed. 

 Dec. 28 — 12:00p (Noon) Reports due for inclusion in the Annual   

  Booklet of Reports 

 Dec. 31 — New Year’s Eve 


