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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

“Now, I appeal to you… that all of you be in agreement and that there be no        

divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same        

purpose.”  (1 Cor. 1:10, NRSV) 

On Jan. 22, we read those very same words, as St. Paul tried to calm the waters of 

Corinth.  There were quarrels among the people, and Paul wanted them to know that 

just as there is no division in Christ, there should be no division among the people of 

the city, either. 

And this is a wonderful lesson for us, too, as we move forward in 2023, because when 

there is action, and when there is movement, there is always potential for division--as 

some folks wish to go one way, while others wish to take another path.  And,         

honestly, there’s nothing wrong with that at all! 

What’s wrong is when members of both sides claim aloud that they are right and the 

others are wrong without listening to those who oppose them.  Listening actually 

helps us to learn and to understand what they are thinking, and, it helps us to see the 

situation from another angle, as well.  We may not change our minds about our       

decision, but we will be smarter because of it. 

Surely, nothing is more frustrating than finding out that we are wrong about this or 

that.  (Yep, it even happens to me on occasion!)  But we should never find ourselves 

divided or broken because we weren’t willing to listen.  So, during the upcoming year 

(and beyond), please be open-minded and consider all the options that are set before 

you. 

For there is no division in Christ—and neither should there be division in His body, 

the church.  Just ask Paul and the good people of Corinth! 

Peace, Pastor Matt 
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CREATION-FRIENDLY CLOTHING TIPS 

 Do you know what clothing materials are most eco-friendly? Organic cotton is rated tops! Organic cotton cuts 

out the harmful synthetic chemicals used to grow conventional cotton, making for safer working conditions for  

farmers and a healthier planet. 

 Other sustainable fabrics are made from plant-based materials like hemp (low impact crop that requires much 

less water than conventional cotton), Tencel Lyocell (made from recycled wood pulp fiber& is very soft).  

 Some innovative eco-friendly materials are Lenzing Modal (soft material made from fastgrowing beech 

trees), Pinatex (made from pineapple leaf waste), mushroom-based leather, plantbased faux fur, and recycled wool.  

 Innovative indigo foam-dyeing cuts nearly all wastewater out of the jeans-making process while reducing the   

carbon impact of coloration and water usage Natural buttons can be made from tagua palm nuts gathered from the 

forest floor – great alternative to plastic. 

Here are some tips: 

• Care label symbols show the maximum treatment. Try washing at lower temperatures than indicated on the label. 

• Using too much detergent may not necessarily result in cleaner laundry, but has an unnecessary impact on the             

environment. Try an eco-friendly detergent such as Earth Breeze; its liquidless detergent sheets are biodegradable. 

• Reduce the number of times you wash your garments. Remove stains manually, and air clothes to freshen up after 

each use. Wash full loads of laundry, in cold water when possible. To save energy dry them the old-fashioned way – 

outdoors on a clothesline! 

• By optimizing garment care and use, you can actively help to reduce your carbon footprint. 

Look for companies that focus on sustainability even in their supply chain. Here are some examples: 

• Outerknown.com – the first brand founded on a total commitment to sustainability. Their hallmarks are purposeful     

design, responsible sourcing, Fair Labor practices. Their S.E.A. jeans are guaranteed for life 

• Patagonia.com outdoor clothing - makes functional, durable and repairable clothing. Its website includes “worn 

wear.” Make a bit of cash by trading your gear in to live again. 

• HappyEarthApparel.com uses organic cotton and recycled fibers and no-plastic packaging 

• Organicbasics.com 

 Mate Matethelabel.com – organic essentials; uses only organic  

  and non-toxic material. 

• Pact Apparel (wearpact.com) – garments only use organic cotton 

Earth-friendly certifications to look for: 

• GOTS – Global Organic Textile Standard – at least 70% certified organic fibers 

• Fair Trade Certified – clothes have been produced meeting strict economic, environmental & social standards,    

including working conditions, funding for community development, etc. 

• Standard 100 by OEKO-TEX – certified harmless for human health 

• Bluesign – made by using resources responsibly, with sustainable chemistry, creating minimal impact on people &        

environment. 

HAPPY HUNTING! 

nwpasynodgreenteam@gmail.com 

https://www.northwesternpasynodelca.org/nwpa-green-team.html 

Green Corner 

NWPA Synod Green Team 
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Council, News, & Thank You(s)! 

ANNUAL MEETING, PHASE II — FEBRUARY 5, 2023 

St. Peter’s annual Congregational Meeting, Phase II will be held on Sunday, February 5, 2023 after our service.   

Following worship, we will move to the fellowship room where we will be able to gather for our meeting.  The 

Booklet of Reports for the meeting of the Congregation will be available on Sunday, January 29, 2023 for you to  

review. Each member of the congregation of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church is urged to attend as you are able.   

Highlights of the Congregational Council Meeting of January 17, 2023 

2023 Council members Frank Gildersleeve, Harriet Partch, and Marcia Groce were sworn in as council members by 

Pastor Matt. 

Elected as officers of St. Peter’s church council for 2023:  Cathi Newara – President, Frank Gildersleeve – Vice-

President, Scott Torrance – Treasurer.  The office of Secretary remains open. 

A thank you from the North East Council of Churches for our support of the 2022 Christmas Boxes project which 

helped eighty families in need from the North East area. 

Pastor’s, the Financial Secretary’s, the Treasurer’s and committee reports for December were approved. 

Approved the Treasurer and GUF to pay the monthly utility, recurring bills, and Benevolence for 2023 through the 

January 2024 council meeting. 

Approved the selection of, and payment to, the North East Food Pantry, Lutherlyn, and Bethsaida as recipients of our 

Special Benevolence for 2023. 

Pastor reported the Salvation Army Bell Ringers at Sander’s Markets raised $3,375.00 this past Christmas season. 

Pastor reported Mr. Bill Beardsley is the new director at the North East Food Pantry with Mr. Jim King as his       

Assistant Director. 

Approved the Treasurer and GUF to pay the remaining amount of $12,500.00, not met in 2022 through                

congregational offerings, which is due to the Northwestern Pennsylvania Synod, as our 2022 Benevolence          

commitment, following the forthcoming Financial Secretary’s final report for 2022. 

Next council meeting on Tuesday, February 21, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

COUNCIL MEMBER NEEDED 

The 2023 Church Council of St. Peter’s is seeking one member of our congregation to serve a one-year term to 

replace and complete an outgoing council member’s term.  Please consider serving and pray for guidance from the 

LORD if you feel led to join the church council.  If you have any questions about church council or desire to serve, 

please speak with Pastor Matt (814-725-1840) or Cathi Newara (814-440-5714). 

 

Many thanks to Nichole Barkman, Stephanie Dennison, Shirley Torrance, and Carol Wakley for serving on the 

Church Council of St. Peter’s!  Your passion, hard work, and commitment to the mission of St. Peter’s during your 

term on council is very much respected and appreciated! 

Thank you to our new council members:  Frank Gildersleeve, Marcia Groce, and Harriet Partch for being willing 

to serve and carry out the work needing to be done to serve the congregation of St. Peter’s, the community of 

North East, and our mission of spreading the Good News of Christ to the world! 
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Milestones on the Journey of Life 

Happy Birthday in February to... 

Maya Hutchinson  02/01 

Scott Mundaniohl  02/01 

Timothy Mundaniohl  02/01 

Alexander Burke  02/05 

Lucy Hutchinson  02/05 

Evan Davis   02/06 

Debra Maines   02/06 

Steven Batten   02/07 

Camille Greco   02/07 

Donald Hutchinson  02/07 

Megan Desin   02/09 

Stephanie Dennison  02/10 

Jean Stetson   02/10 

Jazmyn Byers   02/12 

MEMORIALS 
 

Given in Memory  

of Bill Lewis 

For the Advent Project and 

The North East Nurses Project for Children 

Jean Lewis  

 

 We are again reminded that here we have no abiding city.   

In His infinite mercy, the LORD has graciously received into 

His nearer presence: 

Marjorie E. Kopcke  

Born:  1-16-1923  Died:  12-25-2022 

LORD, teach us to consider our own departure that when the 

hour is come,  we may be prepared for a blessed entrance into 

the Heavenly Kingdom. 

Margaret Luke   02/15 

Emma Penrod   02/15 

William Lewis   02/16 

Keith Sayers   02/17 

Wilson Mundaniohl  02/18 

Susan Reed   02/19 

Chad Fuller   02/20 

Eric Penrod   02/21 

John Nielsen   02/24 

Sasha Pratt   02/25 

Michael Voorhis  02/25 

It is with deep sorrow that we mourn the loss of our sister in Christ, 

Marjorie Kopcke, who died at Sarah Reed Senior Living Center in 

Erie this past Christmas Day, at the age of 99.  She spent all of her 

years as a member of St. Peter's, having been baptized on July 8, 

1923 – making her our longest-serving member at the time of her 

passing.  While we mourn, we also rejoice that she has been taken 

into the loving arms of Jesus, our comforter and redeemer. Funeral 

arrangements have been entrusted to the William D. Elkin Funeral 

Home, 65 South Lake Street, North East.  
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Scriptures Readings for February 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany — February 5 

Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]; Psalm 112:1-9 [10]; 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]; Matthew 5:13-20 

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when we loose the bonds of     

injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the     

Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light of their good works shine     

before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ.  

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany — February 12 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 119:1-8; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37 

In today’s reading from Deuteronomy we are called to choose life by loving and obeying God. Much of today’s   

gospel reading echoes portions of the Ten Commandments. Jesus’ instructions to the crowd reveal a pattern of      

behavior that honors both God and the neighbor, resulting in life and health for the whole community. We too are 

invited to embrace these commandments, not out of fear of retribution, but because God has promised that to do so 

means life for us.  

Transfiguration of Our Lord — February 19 

Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 99; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9 

Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a close today and the Lent-

Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain Jesus is revealed as God’s beloved Son, echoing the 

words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains us as Jesus faces his impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this 

week to Ash Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the alleluia 

at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted during the penitential season of Lent and will 

be sung again at Easter.  

Ash Wednesday — February 22 

Joel 2:1-2,12-17 OR Isaiah 58:1-17; Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and repentance. Marking our 

foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-

giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have 

already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice 

that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and 

justice in the world.  

 

First Sunday in Lent — February 26 

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11  

Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. 

In the early church Lent was a time of intense preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This             

catechetical focus on the meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. 

Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the days ahead.  
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Sunday                

Feb 5 

Sunday            

Feb 12 

Sunday           

Feb 19 

 Sunday              

Feb 26 

Assistant                

Minister  
Stephanie D. Cathi N. Carol W. Cathi N. 

Acolyte open open open open 

Crucifer open open open open 

Lector Dennis G. Gerda W. Carol W. Cathi N. 

Usher/Greeter  Marcia G. Ray W. Ray W. Kay S. 

 open open open open 

Greeter/Host open open open open 

Altar Care Pat H. Stephanie D. Pat H. Stephanie D. 

Counters Scott T. Frank G. Ray W. Cathi N. 

 Stephanie D. Cathi N. Stephanie D. Scott T. 

Nursery xxx xxx xxx xxx 

     
If there is a conflict on your given date, it is your responsibility to find someone to substitute.   

Please notify the office by Wednesday before the Sunday of the change.  Thank you!   

2023 Lenten Project – Soup Kitchens 

Over the past few years, our Lenten projects have focused on people and communities in need around the 

world.  Beginning with Ash Wednesday [February 22, 2023] and continuing through Easter Sunday [April 9, 

2023], we are asking the members and friends of our congregation for special offerings to be given as love 

gifts to several area Soup Kitchens.  These soup kitchens, located throughout the Northwestern Pennsylvania 

area, reach those who are hungry on a daily basis.  They include: 

 Emmaus Soup Kitchen at 218 East11th Street, Erie 

 Erie City Mission 1017 French Street, Erie 

 Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 543 West 17th Street, Erie 

During this Lenten season, we ask that you prayfully consider an offering toward our Lenten Project.  Please 

designate on your offering envelope either 2023 Lenten Project or Soup Kitchen Project.  Once the Lenten 

season is over, St. Peter’s will divide the offerings equally between the above mentioned    organizations and 

forward these Lenten gifts, given in love, so they can be used to serve those who are most in need in our local 

area. 

If you have any questions, please speak with Pastor Matt (814-725-1840) or Harriet Partch (814-725-9781). 
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COUNCIL MEMBERS FOR 2023 

 

President –  Cathi Newara 

Vice President – Frank Gildersleeve 

Secretary – Position Open 

Treasurer –  Scott Torrance Sr. 

Council Financial Secretary –                    

Stephanie Dennison 

 

Sharon Chesley 

Frank Gildersleeve 

Marcia Groce 

Cathi Newara 

Harriet Partch 

Scott Torrance Sr. 

Raymond Wakley 

Paul Witosky 

Pastor Matthew Dennison 

 

OFFICE HOURS:  

Monday-Thursday 9:00 am - 2:00pm 

Telephone: 814-725-1840 

 

PASTOR’S HOURS: 

Tuesday-Thursday  9:00 am-5:00pm 

Pastor’s cell: 814-392-9833  

Home: 814-347-9033 

 
Email: stpetersne@velocity.net 
Website: www.stpetersne.org 

 
STAFF OF ST. PETER’S: 

 
Rev. Matthew E. Dennison  

 
Sacred Music:  

 
Organist -- Ellsworth Textor 

 
Bell Choir Director --  Gerda Wheeler 

 
Parish Administrator --  Kalli Oberlander 

February at a Glance 
All events subject to change due to Covid-19 RESTRICTIONS 

Sundays in February —  

Youth Sunday School 9:00 am;   

 Adult Bible Study 9:15 am             

   Worship Service at 10:30 am 

 Feb. 2 — Groundhog Day 

 Feb. 4 — Private Birthday Party at St. Peter’s 2-5pm 

 Feb. 7  — 2:00p Stewardship meets 

            7:00p Property meets 

 Feb. 8 —  1:00p Zoom Green Team meeting 

 Feb. 13 — Galentine’s Day 

 Feb. 14 — Valentine’s Day 

 Feb. 20  — Presidents Day 

 Feb. 21  — 6:30p Council meets 

 Feb. 22 — Ash Wednesday  

 Feb. 22  — 11:00am Articles due for March Digest 

 Feb. 26 — First Sunday of Lent 

THANK YOU 

A huge thank you to all who helped to purchase items, assembled the stockings, 

or delivered them for our Christmas Stocking Project!  We were able to brighten 

the holiday season of twenty-six residents of Heritage House! 

WE’RE ON THE WEB !!! 

     Visit us at:  www.stpetersne.org  or  

facebook.com/stpeterslutheran.church.3 


