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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
God be with you till we meet
again; by good counsels guide,
uphold you, with a shepherd’s
care enfold you; God be with you
till we meet again. (LBW 536)
May these words console us here at
St. Peter’s, as we say goodbye to
Pastor and Sue Laber later this
month. Yes, we know that God will
be with them as they travel to their
new home in California, yet, we still
feel sorrow, knowing that it may be
some time before “we meet again.”
Of course, Pastor Laber has taught
us much over these past 49 years or
so (since arriving here in 1970), and
this knowledge will certainly help
us to carry on in future days. For
instance, he has instilled in each
one of us the importance of giving to
those in need, especially those
fighting world hunger. He has been
a worthy advocate for the cause for
at least two decades, and anyone
who does not understand the importance of feeding the poor has not
been listening to his most inspiring
words.
So, although they are leaving us for
the comfort of the west coast, the
wisdom which they have imparted
upon us will remain here with us in
the vineyard, to use for the glory of
God. And, as we say “farewell and
Godspeed” to them—blessed to have
known them, and surely strengthened in our faith by their fervent

witness in Christ—we thank them
for their heartfelt commitment to
our church and to our community.
And, by the way, we will not try to
fill their shoes, as that would be an
impossible task! However, we may
try to fill their seats in the back row
if we can (wouldn’t that be nice?)
Therefore, if you haven’t graced our
doors with your presence recently,
please let this be your challenge.
Come back to worship again, and
sit in the last pew. Feel the Spirit
of God, and feel the presence of the
Labers, too, who held down that
spot for more than five years—ever
since I arrived on the scene. I’m
sure that your presence in this
place again will gladden their
hearts to no end!
So, yes, we wish them Godspeed
(that is, success) in their new surroundings. Success in reuniting
with family. Success in finding
peace and comfort in a more temperate environment. And, success
in finding a new church home—
though, of course, we know that
their real home will always be here
in North East, on either side of the
vineyard!
God be with you till we meet again,
Ken and Sue. And may God be
with us all.
Peace,
Pastor Matt
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On Sunday,
March 10, 2019
there will be a
LCW meeting
held at the
church in the
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after worship.

Life is Crazy. Prayer is Simple.
A Prayer for the Hungry

An Ash Wednesday Prayer

Almighty God, it is difficult to see

God of goodness and mercy,

children suffer, especially from
hunger. We ask You to give them
daily bread today (Matthew 6:11)
and end their persistent hunger.
Provide the food they need to grow
and thrive. Pour out Your grace on
hungry families, especially parents
straining to feed their children despite dwindling resources. Amen.

Hear my prayer as I begin this Lenten journey with you.
Let me be honest with myself as I look into my heart and
soul, noticing the times I turn away from you. Guide me
as I humbly seek to repent and return to your love.
May humility guide my efforts to be reconciled with you
and live forever in your abundant grace.
Transform me this Lent, heavenly Father. Give me the
strength to commit myself to grow closer to you each day.
Amen.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner
Ash Wednesday is March 6th
so therefore Shrove Tuesday
is on the previous Tuesday,
March 5th. It ends the season of Epiphany and is the
vigil for the starting of Lent.

We will be piling
high our pancake
dinner beginning
at 6:00 p.m. The
Christian Fellowship Committee

encourages everyone to sign
up to attend the festivities.
Donations of juice, cooked
bacon, ham or sausage are
needed. Hope to see you
there, and bring your friends!

Funeral

Adult Bible Study

We are again reminded that here we
have no abiding city. In His infinite
mercy, the Lord has graciously received
into His nearer presence:

On Sunday, March 10th at 9:15 a.m.
the Adult Sunday Church School will
be starting a series of “Women of the
Bible”. Please join us in looking at the
spiritual lessons learned from twelve
biblical women and their implications
in life today.

Florence Margaret (Maggie) Morrison
Born: 5-5-1949

Died: 2-12-2019

Lord, teach us to consider our own departure that
when the hour is come, we may be prepared for a
blessed entrance into the Heavenly Kingdom.

Paid In Full
Just a reminder that our parking lot bill has been paid in full,
and, we appreciate everyone who gave to the cause! Please
refrain from donating any more funds to this project, as new
ones are in the works. If interested, check with one of our
council members who may be able to inform you as to where
you might direct your future donations. And, we thank you
for your consideration!
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St. Peter's Daytime Book Club will
meet on Friday, March 8th to discuss “Discovering Your Super
Powers” by Heidi Diouf. 10-11:00
a.m., book discussion at The Bean.
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Worship Life at St. Peter’s
THE TRANSFIGURATION

OF

OUR LORD

March 3, 2019

Readings: Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 3:12--4:2; Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a]
Witnesses to the glory of God in the face of Jesus will be unable to avoid reflecting that glory in the
world. It was true for Moses. It was doubtless true for Peter, James, and John. We pray that it will be
true of all of us who see the glory of the Lord in the word and in the supper and who are being
“transformed into the same image” by the Spirit of God.

ASH WEDNESDAY

March 6, 2019

Readings: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Isaiah 58:1-12 (alternate); Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10;
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we begin our journey to the baptismal
waters of Easter. As we hear in today’s readings, now is the acceptable time to return to the Lord.
During Lent the people of God will reflect on the meaning of their baptism into Christ’s death and
resurrection. The sign of ashes suggests our human mortality and frailty. What seems like an ending is
really an invitation to make each day a new beginning, in which we are washed in God’s mercy and
forgiveness. With the cross on our brow, we long for the spiritual renewal that flows from the springtime
Easter feast to come.

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

March 10, 2019

Readings: Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; Romans 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-13
These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune time to return to the God who rescues;
to receive the gifts of God’s grace; to believe with the heart and confess with the mouth the wonder of
God’s love in Jesus; and to resist temptation at every turn. This is no small pilgrimage on which we have
just embarked. It is a struggle Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus shares. The nearness of the Lord, in
bread and wine, water and word, will uphold and sustain us.

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

March 17, 2019

Readings: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Philippians 3:17--4:1; Luke 13:31-35
Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and save us, our God persists.
In holy baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered into a God-initiated relationship that will
endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a tradition in which to seek the face of the Lord again.
Lent provides another occasion to behold the God of our salvation in the face of the Blessed One who
“comes in the name of the Lord.”

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

March 24, 2019

Readings: Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-8; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9
The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Lent is a season of repentance. Cut it
out or get cut down! The warnings are accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your
ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more year. That is good news for all of us. Thanks be to God!

FOURTH SUNDAY

IN

LENT

March 31, 2019

Readings: Joshua 5:9-12; Psalm 32; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is
put away!” Happy are those who have “become the righteousness of God” in the merits of Christ Jesus.
Happy are those for whom the forgiveness of God has “rolled away . . . the disgrace” of former times.
Happy is the father at the return of his prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’
sake. Rejoice!
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Ash Wednesday Service

Lenten Services

Our Ash Wednesday worship
service is at 7:30 p.m. It is one
of the most dramatic worship
events of the year. See the
palms burn into ashes. Watch
the smoke of the burning palms
arise like your prayers. Feel the
ashes traced in the form of a cross on your forehead. Know
of the forgiveness that human mortality and frailty. What
seems comes from God to the repentant sinner. Touch the
bread which becomes our Lord’s body through faith. Swallow the wine which is his blood. Know of the mercy of God.
Every member and friend of St. Peter’s is urged to worship
on the first day of Lent ... Ash Wednesday.

During Lent, beginning March
13th, we will hold our Wednesday
night “Soup Suppers at Seven”
(7 PM), followed by a worship service at 7:30 PM. Pastor Matt will
lead a discussion about the Ten
Commandments during supper,
and then he will expand upon
one of the commandments in his
sermon for the
evening. Join
us for good
food, and a
refresher
course on the
Decalogue!

Looking for Helpers
As you know, Pastor Laber is
a very active member of St.
Peter’s and other committees.
Therefore, with him moving to
California in March, we are
looking to fill some of the committees he was on. We are
seeking for someone to join the
Stewardship Committee which

meets on the first Tuesday of
the month at 2:00 p.m. Also
someone is needed for the
NWPA Synod Green Team.
If you don’t know what these
committees entail, ask Pastor
Laber to give you some insight.

We are still looking for a 2nd
delegate for the East Erie
Cluster. This group meets on
the fourth Tuesday of the
month at 7:00 p.m. at rotating
cluster churches. The cluster is
a good way to come together as
a group of congregations to help
our community.

truly a wonderful opportunity
to experience a Passover Meal,
such as Jesus and his disciples
celebrated.

Space is limited so please sign
the reservation form in the
narthex. Invite a friend and/or
family members. In keeping
with tradition, the LCW would
appreciate your help in the way
of food donations, set-up, food
preparation, being a disciple,
clean-up, etc. These sign-up
forms are also posted in the
narthex. The LCW thanks all
in advance for their gracious
assistance.

Meal in the Upper Room
Mark your calendars for our
annual Meal in the Upper Room
on Tuesday, April 16, 2019 at
6:00 p.m. If you have previously
shared in this special meal,
then you already realize it is
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If you have never before taken
part in this Seder-style supper
please join us. It is a light meal
of roasted lamb, cheeses, fruit,
matzos, olives, boiled eggs,
fresh greens and wine. We eat
in silence, as the teachings of
our Lord Jesus Christ are read.
We will also sing some favorite
hymns.
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Easter Flower Order Form
As we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord on Easter Sunday,
we also remember our loved ones and friends with beautiful
flowers. To place your order, please return this form with your
remittance to the church office by Sunday, April 14, 2019.
No flowers will be ordered without payment.
These flowers will be in assorted colors as chosen by the florists
except Lilies:
Lilies (White)

Hyacinths

Tulips

Mums

Daffodils

The cost of the flowers is $9.50 each. Please make checks payable to St. Peter’s.
________ # of plants @ $9.50 each = $________
To the Glory of God and in Memory of: _________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
To the Glory of God and in Honor of: ___________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
To the Glory of God and in Celebration (event) of: _______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_____ I/We wish to pick up my/our flowers following the
10:30 a.m. Easter Service.
_____ Please have my/our flowers delivered to homebound/nursing home members.
Given by: ____________________________________________
Phone #: ___________________________________________

Council Meeting Highlights
CORRESPONDENCE—Thank
you notes received from Erie
City Mission and the ELCA.
A question was asked that we
check on the proper way to
handle the remaining payments received on the
Thornton/Reed Mortgage.
COMMITTEE & ORGANIZATION
REPORTS
 East Erie Lutheran Cluster –
We are still in need of anothPage 5

February 19, 2019

er representative & sub sales
to benefit the mission trip
have begun.
 Endowment – Council ap-

proved a $500 request from
Bethesda Lutheran Services
Trinity Center in Erie to be
utilized towards a book and
game storage unit.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Ongoing review of security procedures. Discussion of pros &

cons of locking the church doors
during worship along with other
security pros & cons shared by
various church members.
NEW BUSINESS
 A volunteer is needed for the
Synod Green Team.


Motion and 2nd to elect Paul
Witosky to the Endowment
Committee to finish Pastor
Laber’s term ending
12/31/19. Carried.
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Worship Aides During March 2019
Sunday
March 3

Ash Wed.
March 6

Sunday
March 10

Sunday
March 17

Sunday
March 24

Sunday
March 31

Assistant Minister

Stephanie D

Paul W

Harriet P

Cathi N

Stephanie D

Paul W

Acolyte

Paul W

XXXXX

Evan D

Marcia G

Olivia D

Patty K

Crucifer

Paul W

XXXXX

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Lector

Marcia G

Carol W

Kay P

Stephanie D

Sally V

Gerda W

Ushers

Marcia G

Randy R

Kay S

Ray W

Harriet P

Cathi N

Dennis G

XXXXX

Gary J

Carol W

Patty K

Anthony N

Greeter/Host

Sally V

Shirley R

Kay P

Mae D

Sally V

Gerda W

Altar Care

Marcia G

Stephanie D

Pat H

Marcia G

Stephanie D

Pat H

Counters

Cheryl N

Randy R

Frank G

Ray W

Cheryl N

Margrit S

Randy R

XXXXX

Volunteer

Frank G

Richard M

Cathi N

Volunteer

XXXXX

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Nursery

If there is a conflict on your given date, it is your responsibility to find someone to substitute.
Please notify the office by Wednesday before the Sunday of the change. Thank you!

Celebrations in March

to …
2 ........ Dale Ballerstein
2 ........ Christopher Stetson
3 ........ Leslee Gorzynski
4 ........ Jean Ballerstein
4 ........ Shirley Torrance
8 ........ Katie Voorhis
16 ...... Aaron Foster
16 ...... Richard Mantsch
17 ...... Richard Pratt
18 ...... Owen McGrath
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18 ....... James Million Jr.
21 ....... Gail Blakely
22 ....... Sandy Wertz
22 ....... Joan Thayer
23 ....... Joan Moorhead
23 ....... Frank Gildersleeve
23 ....... Sidney Wheeler
24 ....... Russell Neill Jr.
24 ....... Lisa Drakes
25 ....... Kathy Johnston
25 ....... Cassandra Jordan
27 ....... Jeremy Pratt
29 ....... Shirley Rudolph
29 ....... Cheryl Nielsen
31 ....... Michael McGuigan

Happy Anniversary …
Scott & Shirley Torrance
on March 1st
Don & Kimberly MacKellar
on March 2nd
Don &
Harriet
Partch on
March 30th
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Spring Begins

27 6:15p Bells
7:00p Soup Suppers at
Seven followed by 7:30p
Lenten service

26 7:00p EECLC
meets @ Faith

St. Patrick’s Day

24 9:00a Sunday Church School 25

10:30a Worship
Coffee Hour after worship

10:30a Worship—5th Sunday
collect for ELCA World Hunger
Coffee Hour after worship

31 9:00a Sunday Church School

7:00p Soup Suppers at
Seven followed by 7:30p
Lenten service

20 6:15p Bells

7:00p Soup Suppers at
Seven followed by 7:30p
Lenten service

13 6:15p Bells

Ash Wednesday

7:30p
Ash Wednesday worship
service

6 No Bell practice

Wed

10:30a Worship
Coffee Hour after worship

17 9:00a Sunday Church School 18

Daylight Saving Time Begins

19 7:00p Council

12 7:00p Property

10:30a Worship
Coffee Hour after worship
LCW meets after worship

10 9:00a Sunday Church School 11

5 2:00p Stewardship
6:00p Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Dinner w/ fun

4

3 9:00a Sunday Church School

Tue

10:30a Worship
Coffee Hour after worship
Worship & Arts meets

Mon

Sun

28

21

14

7

Thu

29

22

articles due

15 Digest

30

23

16

9

2

1

8

Sat

Fri

March 2019

St. Peter’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Officers of the Congregation
President – Cathi Newara

St. Patrick’s Day
Sub Sale

Vice President – Paul Witosky
Secretary – Carol Wakley
Treasurer – Frank Gildersleeve
Council Financial Secretary –
Scott Torrance Sr.
Council Recording Treasurer –
Cheryl Nielsen
St. Peter’s Church Council
Members for 2019
Dale Ballerstein
Mae Dudick
Patty Kimmy
Richard Mantsch
Cathi Newara
Scott Torrance Sr.
Sally Valone
Carol Wakley
Paul Witosky
Pastor Matthew Dennison
Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9:00AM - 1:00PM
Telephone: 814-725-1840

To Support the Cluster sponsored
Mission Trip in 2019!
Orders being taken before and after services:

March 3 & 10
Prices: $5 for Pretzel Sandwiches,
$5 for 6 inch subs, and $7 for 10 inch subs
Subs will be coming from Gary’s Superette
on East Lake Road in Harborcreek
Subs will be available for pickup in Fellowship
Hall after service on March 17.
Thank you for your Support!

Pastor Hours:
Tuesday-Thursday 9:00AM-5:00PM
Pastor’s cell: 814-392-9833
Home: 814-347-9033
Email: stpetersne@velocity.net
Website: www.stpetersne.org
Staff of St. Peter’s
Rev. Matthew E. Dennison
Pastor Emeritus:
Rev. J. Kenneth Laber
Sacred Music:
Gerda Wheeler, Bell Choir Director

March at a Glance
 March 3—Worship & Arts meets after worship
 March 5—Stewardship meets at 2:00 p.m.
 March 5—Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner at 6:00 p.m.
 March 6—Ash Wednesday service at 7:30 p.m.
 March 8—Book Club meets at The Bean @ 10:00 a.m.
 March 10—LCW meets after worship

Parish Administrator:
Pam Gildersleeve

 March 12—Property meets at 7:00 p.m.

Sexton: Robert Riser

 March 15—Digest articles due
 March 19—Council meets at 7:00 p.m.
 March 26—EECLC at 7:00 p.m. @ Christ the Redeemer
 March 31—5th Sunday giving for ELCA World Hunger

