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THE  WHY

F I V E  WAT E R S  P R O J E C T  MA P



C I T Y  O F  W E S T  D E S  MO I N E S

The  ATHENE  Pedes t r i an  B r idge  i s  one  o f  f i ve 
s ignature  qua l i t y  o f  l i fe  in i t i a t i ves  se t  fo r th 
in  the  C i t y  o f  Wes t  Des  Mo ines  Fi ve  Wate r s 
Pro jec t ,  w i th  a  goa l  to  g ive  res idents  and 
v i s i to r s  o f  a l l  ages  and  ab i l i t i e s  new ways  to 
connec t  w i th  the  great  outdoors .  Spann ing  the 
beaut i fu l  R accoon  R ive r,  th i s  a r t i s t i c  and  i con ic 
b r idge  w i l l  se r ve  a s  a  seamless  connec t ion  fo r 
c yc l i s t s  and  pedes t r i ans  f rom Raccoon  R ive r 
Pa rk  to  Wa lnut  Woods  S ta te  Pa rk ,  B rown’s 
Woods ,  Pu rp le  Mar t in  Lake  Wate r  Rec reat ion 
Area ,  H idden  Va l l ey  Socce r  Complex  and 
dozens  o f  m i le s  o f  fu tu re  greenway  t ra i l s . 

T H E  W H Y

ATHENE PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE
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PG.  3
THE  BR IDGE

  PEDESTR IAN  BR IDGE
The  p ro jec t  w i l l  i nc lude  approx imate ly  4 ,700  fee t  o f  paved  t ra i l  f rom 
the  Raccoon  R ive r  Pa rk  ent rance  to  the  H idden  Va l l ey  Socce r  Complex 
ent rance  a long  SE  Wa lnut  Woods  Dr i ve . 

The  p roposed  t russ  b r idge  i s  620  fee t  long  w i th  an  add i t iona l  345 
fee t  o f  e levated  ramp in  Wa lnut  Woods  S ta te  Pa rk .  Wi th  the 
cons t ruc t ion  o f  the  b r idge ,  the  ex i s t ing  granu la r  t ra i l  a round 
B lue  Heron  Lake  i s  to  rema in  in tac t  but  w i l l  have  a  shor t 
775  foot  sec t ion  repos i t ioned  to  accommodate 
the  ea r th  be rm t ra i l  up  to  the  b r idge .  To ta l 
e s t imated  cons t ruc t ion  cos t  i s  $7 .9  mi l l i on .

NORTH
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LOOKING  SOUTH OVER  THE  ATHENE  PEDESTR IAN 
BR IDGE  AND RACCOON R IVER  PARK  PLAZA
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S ITE
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PG.  7
PLAZA

METAL  &  L IMESTONE  BENCHES

RACCOON R IVER  PARK
PLAZA  DONOR RECOGNIT ION

DONOR PLAQUES

ATHENE  PEDESTR IAN  BR IDGE
DONOR RECOGNIT ION

CONTRAST ING  PAVEMENT  T YPES
TO  DES IGNATE  TRA IL  AND PLAZA

L IMESTONE  CUBE  BENCHES

SOUTH CONNECT ION TO  WALNUT  WOODS  STATE  PARK
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L IMESTONE  BENCHES

B IKE  RACKS

STA IRS

EX IST ING  GRANULAR  TRA IL
NORTH
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PG.  9
PLAZA

RACCOON R IVER  PARK  PLAZA  AND L IMESTONE 
BENCH DONOR RECOGNIT ION

ATHENE  PEDESTR IAN  BR IDGE
DONOR RECOGNIT ION  S IGN
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RACCOON R IVER  PARK  PLAZA
 IDENT IT Y  &  DONOR RECOGNIT ION  S IGN

RACCOON R IVER  PARK  PLAZA
The  nor th  end  o f  the  b r idge  w i l l  be  anchored  by  a  sma l l  p laza 
on  top  o f  the  ea r th  be rm that  connec t s  use r s  to  Raccoon 
R ive r  Pa rk  be low.  Th i s  p laza  w i l l  i ncorporate  seve ra l  un ique 
fea tu res  that  w i l l  he lp  ce lebra te  donors  to  the  b r idge  p ro jec t 
and  h igh l ight  the  su r round ing  natu ra l  e lements . 

NORTH
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THE  OVERLOOKS  +  TREE  CANOPY
The  cente r  o f  the  b r idge  w i l l  be  h igh l ighted  by  an  a r t i s t i c  t ree 
shade  canopy  s t ruc tu re  and  two  over looks  to  the  eas t  and  wes t . 
The  t ree  canopy  w i l l  d raw  v i s i to r s  to  the  cente r  o f  the  r i ve r 
where  they  can  fee l  a s  i f  they  a re  among  the  t rees  wh i le  en joy ing 
the  expans ive  v iews  o f  the  Raccoon  R ive r  co r r idor.

THE  SUNRISE  OVERLOOK
DONOR RECOGNIT ION

PG.  11
OVERLOOK
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TREE  CANOPY 
DONOR RECOGNIT ION

THE  SUNSET  OVERLOOK
DONOR RECOGNIT ION

THE  SUNRISE  OVERLOOK
DONOR RECOGNIT ION

LOOKING  SOUTHEAST  TOWARDS 
WALNUT  WOODS  STATE  PARK



P E D E S T R I A N  B R I D G E

MIDAMERICAN ENERGY  COMPANY 
LANDING  AT  WALNUT  WOODS  STATE  PARK

The  south  end  o f  the  b r idge  i s  connec ted 
to  Wa lnut  Woods  S ta te  Pa rk  by  an  e levated 
ramp that  w inds  down  th rough  the  t rees  and 
passes  th rough  two  gateway  fea tu res  mark ing 
the  b r idge  ent r y.  The  paved  t ra i l  sec t ion  w i l l 
fo l low  the  cu r rent  so f t  su r face  t ra i l  a long 
H idden  Va l l ey  Socce r  Complex  and  te rminate 
a t  SE  Wa lnut  Woods  Dr i ve .  A  sma l l  ga ther ing 
a rea  a t  the  end  o f  the  b r idge  ca l l ed  ‘ The 
Land ing’ w i l l  se r ve  a s  an  ent rance  to  the  so f t 
su r face  t ra i l s  that  t ake  you  wes t  in to  Wa lnut 
Woods .

PG.  13
WALNUT
WOODS

ATHENE  PEDESTR IAN  BR IDGE
ENTRANCE  S IGN

NORTH



C I T Y  O F  W E S T  D E S  MO I N E S

LOOKING  WEST  ALONG SOFT  SURFACE 
TRA IL  INTO  WALNUT  WOODS  STATE  PARK

MIDAMER ICAN ENERGY  COMPANY
 LANDING DONOR RECOGNIT ION

SOFT  SURFACE  TRA IL  INTO
WALNUT  WOODS  STATE  PARK

L IMESTONE  BENCHES
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PG.  15
WALNUT
WOODS

LOOKING  EAST  OVER  BR IDGE  RAMP
IN  WALNUT  WOODS  STATE  PARK
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LOOKING  EAST  TOWARDS  BR IDGE 
FROM WALNUT  WOODS  STATE  PARK

LOOKING  WEST  ALONG SOFT  SURFACE 
TRA IL  INTO  WALNUT  WOODS  STATE  PARK

LOOKING  WEST  ALONG BR IDGE  RAMP
LEAV ING  WALNUT  WOODS  STATE  PARK



P E D E S T R I A N  B R I D G E

Naming Opportunit ies
Overall  Bridge Naming    Athene    SOLD
Raccoon River Park Plaza (north)   $500,000  
Tree Canopy (center)    $500,000
Sunrise Overlook (center looking east)   $350,000
Sunset Overlook (center looking west)   $350,000
Walunt Woods State Park Landing   MidAmerican Energy Company SOLD
Limestone Benches ( individual)    $25,000
Tree Donor Sign Levels
 -  Oak Level     $50,000
 -  Birch Level     $25,000
 -  Maple Level     $10,000
 -  Sycamore Level    $5,000
Donor Plaque Levels 
 -  Walnut Level     $2,500
 -  Wil low Level     $1,000
 -  Cottonwood Level     $250 

PG.  17
GIV ING

8%

37%

55%

Raccoon River Bridge 

Cost Summary: $7.9M

Bridge Construction

Trail  Construction

Aesthetic Improvements $1.0M$0 $2.0M $3.0M $4.0M $4.9M

Grant & Private 
Donations:
$3.0M

City / Federal Funding: 
$4.9M
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Campaign Advisory Council

In Partnership With:
Brandon Hoch
Chris Costa
Eric Tabor
Forrest Ridgway
Gene Meyer
Hank Norem
Jim Mil ler
Katherine Harrington
Maria Davis
Michelle Mahoney
Robert Palmer
Sanjita Pradhan
Tom Cox

This capital  campaign is made possible 
by the fol lowing generous community 
members who are giving of  their t ime, 
energy and talents as volunteers on 
the Raccoon River Pedestrian Bridge 
Campaign Advisory Council :

Contact
Sally Ortgies
Director of  Parks & Recreation
City of  West Des Moines
515-222-3447
sally.ortgies@wdm.iowa.gov

Fundraising Consultant: Design Consultant:
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