
Who Has More?

A Story About the Compare Schema

VS  
Ruby and Finn compare their sticker collections!

A book about comparing numbers and finding the difference!
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Meet Ruby and Finn!

Ruby and Finn both love collecting stickers.
But who has MORE — and by HOW MANY?

Ruby

She has 13 stickers!

VS

Finn

He has 8 stickers!

© Numeracy Consultants LLC 2026



The Compare Schema: Three Questions!

"When we COMPARE two groups, we ask:
Who has MORE? Who has LESS? And by HOW MANY?"

Greater

The group that has
MORE

Lesser

The group that has
FEWER

DIFFERENCE

How many MORE
or FEWER
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The Sticker Showdown!

Ruby and Finn show their sticker books!

Page 1

Ruby and Finn sat down together with 
their sticker books.

"I have 13 stickers!" said Ruby, fanning 
out her pages.

"I have 8 stickers," said Finn.

"Ruby has more — but by how many?" 
wondered Finn.

"Let's use the Compare Schema to find 
out!"
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Let's Use the Compare Schema!

Greater
Ruby's stickers

13  

Lesser
Finn's stickers

8  

13 - 8 = 5  Ruby has 5 MORE stickers than 
Finn!

1
Find the BIGGER 
amount
Who has more?

2
Find the SMALLER 
amount
Who has fewer?

3 Subtract to find the 
DIFFERENCE
Bigger - Smaller = 
Difference!

DIFFERENCE

5 more stickers  
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Matching Them Up!

Match them up — extras are the difference!

Page 2

"I know a trick," said Ruby.

"We can match our stickers up — one of 
mine for one of yours!"

They lined up 8 pairs side by side.

Ruby had 5 stickers left with no match!

"Those 5 are the DIFFERENCE," said 
Finn.

"Ruby has 5 MORE stickers than me!" 
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Two Ways to Ask the Same Question!

A compare question can be asked two ways — but the DIFFERENCE is always the 
same!

How many MORE?

"How many more stickers does Ruby have 
than Finn?"

13 - 8 = 5   Ruby has 5 MORE

OR

How many FEWER?

"How many fewer stickers does Finn have 
than Ruby?"

13 - 8 = 5   Finn has 5 FEWER
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Listen for These Signal Words! 

These words tell you it's a COMPARE problem:

"more than"

"fewer than"

"less than"

"greater than"

"how many more"

"how many fewer"

"difference"

"compared to"
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NOW YOU TRY IT!  How Many More?

Ruby has 9 star stickers. 

Finn has 4 star stickers.  
How many MORE does Ruby have?

Think:  BIGGER - SMALLER = 
DIFFERENCE

___  - ___  =  ___

Greater
Ruby's stickers

9  

Lesser
Finn's stickers

4  

DIFFERENCE

5 more stickers  
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NOW YOU TRY IT!  How Many Fewer?

Finn has 6 rocket stickers. 

Ruby has 10 rocket stickers.   
How many FEWER does Finn have?

Think:  BIGGER - SMALLER = 
DIFFERENCE

___  - ___  =  ___

Greater
Ruby’s Rockets

10 

Lesser
Finn's stickers

6  

DIFFERENCE



Great Job! What Did We Learn?

Compare means find out WHO HAS MORE or FEWER

Look at two groups and decide which is bigger and which is smaller.

Subtract to find the DIFFERENCE

Take the smaller amount away from the bigger amount: BIGGER - SMALLER = DIFFERENCE.

"More" and "fewer" are two sides of the same answer

Ruby has 5 MORE than Finn = Finn has 5 FEWER than Ruby. Same difference!

Listen for signal words

"more than," "fewer than," "less than," "how many more," "how many fewer," "difference."
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The End! 

Remember:
BIGGER - SMALLER = DIFFERENCE

More than / Fewer than — same difference!

Ruby and Finn — best sticker-comparing friends!
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Compare Schema Graphic Organizer — Fill It In!

My word problem:

Number sentence:

-

=

BIGGER - SMALLER = DIFFERENCE

© Numeracy Consultants LLC 2026

Greater

Lesser
DIFFERENCE
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