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Tops Day Nurseries

Open Mic. Session 1



Sustainability in Day Nurseries



12 Day Nurseries In Dorset,  
Top Early Years Apprentice Employer 2023 (DfE), 12th in the country
25 Trainers
“Inspiring Children, Inspiring Learners, Shaping a sustainable Future”







How?

Reduced our energy use and waste to net-zero carbon
Insulation
Solar panels
All EV fleet

Reduced our one use plastic
No plastic aprons, wipes, glitter, water bottles, 

toothbrushes
Nappy laundry Hub – washable nappies

Grey water, solar power
Economical machines, and line drying
Filters, Eco-chemicals

Sustainable education for children
OMEP
Gardening, Wildlife
Plant based meals



Unilever



www.topsdaynurseries.co.uk
www.aspiretrainingteam.co.uk
www.gecco.org.uk
www.topsandaspirecareers.co.u
k
www.hadlandcaregroup.co.uk
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Parks Foundation

Open Mic. Session 1





Biodiversity improvements 
in 11 urban community 
parks during 2022



Eco Sobo

Open Mic. Session 1





Lizzie McManus
Warrior Agency

Mandy Polkey
Stir Events!

(Shake & Stir Festival)

Rosie Edwards

Who are we?



What is Eco Sobo?

Eco Sobo is a brand-new sustainability fayre planned for 
Southbourne’s Fisherman’s Walk in May 2024.

The aim is to introduce and share local sustainable 
brands and practises to encourage 

a more sustainable community.

We’re aiming to inspire, educate, inform and entertain
– all as sustainably as possible.

We’ll be making sure the fayre itself is as ‘green’ as it can be with 
only vegan food and drink stalls, hybrid generators, 

and a single-use plastic free policy.



It’s not just an event, it’s a movement
We’ll be providing a library of free resources online which will be freely available to 

anyone and will include tips and information across all areas of interest. 

For example, we have ideas for plastic-free swaps around the home, how to and 
where to do waste-free grocery shopping, active travel ideas, and so much more.

We’ve also set up an Eco Sobo Facebook page 
where people can go to find out what’s on and where. 

And, we’ve also set up an Eco Sobo Facebook group which will be a place for all 
sustainability lovers in and around Southbourne who are keen 

to live a more sustainable lifestyle at home or at work 
and lessen their impact on the planet.



What it’ll look like…
Weaving through Fisherman’s Walk, Eco Sobo will present 
visitors with different ‘zones’ including:

• Home
• Health and beauty
• Garden
• Business services: products, technologies and 

innovations 
• LOAF food and drink
• Innovations
• ‘Green Kids’
• Country Fayre/Traditional: veg comp/repair café/bread 

making comp/cake comp
• Entertainment: Live music/speakers corner/stage/pledge 

board

We’re also hoping to get permission from BCP Council to 
close the high street for a ‘Green Wheels’ exhibition where 
people can try out electric vehicles and active travel options.



How you can be involved…
Volunteering

We would love this to be as community driven as possible.
So, if you’d like to offer support in making this event happen, 

whether that be your skill set or your time, 
it would be much appreciated. 

As this is a new venture, there’s no money in the kitty, we’re all 
donating our time FOC and hoping it pays for itself!

Stall Holder
We’ll be charging very reasonable rates for stalls, these rates will be 

based on the size of the pitch and the size of the business 
to be as fair and as inclusive as possible.

Sponsorship
We will also be offering sponsorship opportunities for 

those who’d like to support Eco Sobo. 
We are happy to create bespoke packages 
depending on budgets and preferences. 



Thank you for listening, feel free to ask us some questions!



Dorset Greenpeace

Open Mic. Session 1
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Doug Skinner 

Greenpeace Speaker & Activist 

Dorset



40The Health of our Seas
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45What is Greenpeace doing in the UK?
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TOXIC 
POLLUTANTS
• Dioxins
• Heavy Metals
• Furans
• Persistent 

Organic 
Pollutants

• Toxic Ash
• CO2
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Any
Questions ?
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Dorchester 
Transport Action 

Group

What’s going on in 
Dorchester?



Dorchester Transport Action Group

• Volunteers interested in
• Improving Dorchester transport system
• Supporting active & public transport
• Reducing carbon emissions.

• 2 years old, supported by DTC and DC, 40 members
• Concentrating on cycle routes, public transport, 20-is-

plenty, Pedestrian Access, EV and electrification
• Open Meetings

Facebook: DTAG (Dorchester Transport Action Group)
https://www.facebook.com/groups/475488601041536



Gillingham and 
Shaftesbury TAG

Sherborne
TAG

Western 
Areas TAG

Weymouth 
TAG

Dorchester 
TAG

Purbeck 
TAG



Pedestrian Access for All

Issues – Steps, Surfaces 
and Signposts



Streets Alive !
• International Car-free Day

• Reclaim our Urban Spaces

• Support Active Transport

• Promote health benefits of Active Transport



Streets Alive 
Site Plan

Street Football

Arts 
Activities

Bikeability

Anytime Fitness, 
Blast of motor 
skills & Circus 

Skills Area

Skate 
boarding

Entrance

Exit

Exit

Exit

Crazy 
Cycle 
Circus

Ambulance, Fire, 
services

First 
Aid

Football

Walking 
Football

Exit

Stalls and 
exhibition space

In front 
of stage

85m

100m

Bike 
Agility

Event 
Gazebo

Bins

• 1 Stage
• 20 stalls
• 5 Arts Activities
• 8 Sporting 

Activities
• 6 Emergency and 

e-Vehicles
• 250 school 

children + 
General Public



• 1 class from 7 schools ~250 children
• Children cycling, scootering or walking to the event
• Up to 7 Cycle Buses with ~30 children each

Cycle Bus

Bike Bus

Teacher

TrishawExperienced 
Cyclist

Trained Leader



Hedgehog Friendly 
Dorchester

What’s going on in 
Dorchester?



Riverside Reserve

What’s going on in 
Dorchester?



Transition Town 
Dorchester

What’s going on in 
Dorchester?





STAND

What’s going on in 
Dorchester?



Dorchester Civic 
Society

What’s going on in 
Dorchester?



Stimulate 
Interest in 

Town

Conserve 
Heritage

Promote 
Quality 

Architecture, 
Design & 
Planning

Promote Civic 
Pride

Dorchester Civic Society Objectives: In Tension?‘Climate Change and 
Dorchester’s Heritage: Protect 
and Survive’
Joe Doak, DCS Vice Chair



Temperature 
Extremes

High (or low) 
Precipitation

Storms and 
Other 

Extreme 
Events

Bio-
degradation

Sea-Level 
Rises

Heritage Conservation: Climate Change Threats



Resistance to 
adaptation

Inefficient Land 
Use

Unsustainable 
Tourism

Inappropriate 
(Re)use

Energy 
Inefficiency

Inflexible 
design

Heritage Conservation as Barrier to Climate Change Action? 



The Way(s) Forward: Integrating for Win-Win Outcomes

Socio-Technical 
Understandings

Smart 
Re-use

Circular Economy 
Approach

Nature-
Based 

Solutions



PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY

XR Dorchester, 
Weymouth & 

Portland




