
An Introduction 
to Dorset Local 
Nature 
Partnership

9 September 2023

Maria Clarke

Dorset LNP Manager

© Maria Clarke



What is an LNP?
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Drive positive change in the local natural 
environment.

Taking a strategic view of the challenges and 
opportunities involved.

Identifying ways to manage it as a system for the 
benefit of nature, people and the economy.

Contribute to achieving the Government’s national 
environmental objectives locally.

Become local champions influencing 
decision-making relating to the natural 
environment and its value to social and economic 
outcomes.
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The Challenge
The Climate Emergency

The Ecological Emergency
 
The Health and Wellbeing 
Emergency

And cost of living crisis

Maximising the benefits of our natural 
environment for wildlife, people and 

businesses
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Strategic Priorities

• Natural capital – increasing investment

• Natural Economy – adding value

• Naturally healthy – developing 
Dorset’s ‘natural health service’

• Natural resilience – improving 
environmental and community 
resilience

• Natural understanding – improving 
engagement in Dorset’s environment

• Natural influence – embedding natural 
value in policy and decision-making
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Governance
Board
9 independent members 
2 elected members (DC & BCP Council)
1 LEP rep (LNP Chair)
1 HWB rep
3 co-opted members
Plus: Officer supports (inc. Defra family 
and I.5 FTE LNP Staff - Manager and 
Assistant)

Forum  

350+ members



Natural Capital
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Ecological Network Mapping: DERC (2018 & 2020) 
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Natural Economy
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Naturally Healthy
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Natural Resilience



© James Cartwright

Natural Understanding
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Natural Influence
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Cross Cutting



Local 
Nature 

Recovery 
Strategy

Green 
Finance

Future Work
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Health and 
Nature 
Dorset

Addressing 
Climate 
Change 

Youth 
Engagement

Local Plans
Stour Valley 

Park
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Thank you

info@dorsetlnp.org.uk 

www.dorsetlnp.orguk
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