Fellowship Church                1 John 1           	 Walk in the Light – Not the Dark               March 7, 2021 / w.h.

Background:  We must consider the person and family of John who wrote 5 of the 27 books of the New Testament.  James the greater (older) of the sons of thunder, his parents Zebedee and Salome.  James and John are possibly first cousins of Jesus (Luke 3:23, Heli).  John the is the disciple Jesus loved (John 20:2), like Daniel the prophet (Daniel 10:11).  Peter, James and John were the inner circle Jesus discipled.  James was the first apostle martyred in Acts 12:1 and John the last Apostle living.  1 John is the most  general letter written in the New Testament; to all believers of all times.  Written between 85-95 A.D.; most likely after the book of Revelation.  

Purpose:  To have the right knowledge helps our spiritual growth into maturity and look forward to the Judgment Seat of Christ.  Along with exposing the false doctrines of the gnostics, those who justified sin in the body as separate from sin in the spirit.  The gnostics has special knowledge leading to many gnostic gospels and antichrist beliefs.  

Theme:  Directions to walk in the Light, Love and Life and not walk in the Dark, Hate, and Death.

Key Passage:  These things write we to you, that your joy may be full.  1:4

Key words as contrasts:  Light-5x - Dark-5x, Love-33x - Hate-5x, Life 8x – Death 3x, 
Truth/true 15x – Lie/liar/deceive/error/false 13x

Other key words:  love(s,ed,beloved) – 47x (first 2:5), all – 26x (first 1:7, all or nothing),  know – 25x (2:3, gnostic error), sin(s) – 22x, if -17x, write – 14x (grapho), brethren-11x, commandment-7x, fellowship – (4x chapter 1; ), walk 3x (1:6,7; 2:6), antichrist-3x (only in 2:18, 22, 4:3 & 2 John 7). 

[bookmark: Joh2_1][bookmark: John1_1]1 John   Chapter 1   

1:1-5a  Fellowship with the Apostles, the Father and the Son Help our Spiritual Growth

(1) 1 That which was from the beginning, which a we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;  2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and show to b you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested to us;)  3 That which we have seen and heard declare we to you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.  4 And these things write we to you, that your joy may be full.  
5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare to you,

Q1 – Which beginning is this? (1 Jn 1:1)
A – In genesis when all things were created by God with Jesus Christ “from the beginning”. Bible student: The Greek word arche is used 9x in 1 John. Beginning can mean in creation (1st Adam) or new life in Christ (2nd Adam) depending on the context. In this case the context is clearly creation, as in John 1:1-3, Revelation 1:8 and Genesis 1:1-2.

a we – us -  our:  the Apostle John and the other Apostles who lived when Jesus was on the earth as a man.  Used 29 times in chapter 1.  A significant cross reference is Ephesians 2:20 (19-21).  1 John is a master discipler letter to all of us.  II and III John use “I” which are personal letters.  
b  you – ye – your:  substitute your name, for us who live today and have never seen Jesus Christ 

1:5b-10  Fellowship with Jesus and one another as we Walk in the Light

(2) that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.  6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:  7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all a sin.  8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

a sin is a key word used in 1 John 22x.  Sin is disobedience to what God has revealed to us in the Bible.  Remember the three incorrect justifications believers today use to justify sin – Old Testament believers like King David, the pre-pentecost apostles, and Romans 7:14-25.  A popular 4th justification of sin is later in 1 John.  We do sin, however as we grow spiritually mature we sin less severely, less frequently, and learn to prevent sin at the temptation stage and not let sin grow (James 1:15, Ephesians 4:26, Proverbs 10:12, 17:9, 1 John 1:9, 1 Peter 4:8, 1 John 4:7-8). 

Note:  After the introduction of the purpose of John’s letter in verses 1-4, then the statement of fact regarding light and darkness, and finally the conditional “if” used 4 times in verses 6-10 which leads to the ultimate purpose and direct discipleship of John’s letter in chapter 2 verse 1. 
