Hello everyone,
Hope all is well and everyone is healthy. Just a quick update on the Roberts project. We
were able to get out this spring and get most work done. This includes fyke net and boat
electrofishing of northern pike and largemouth bass. We got right away with the lake still
partially covered in ice, and we put a lot of effort to get northern pike with fyke nets. We
followed with good effort on largemouth bass using nighttime electrofishing. I’ve included
results below along with 2019 results for comparison purposes. As you can see, numbers were
way down, obviously good news for meeting the goals of the project. We will continue with
the project in August. We are planning to perform a standardized crayfish survey the first
week of August. With this survey there will be 10 sites around the lake with 3 traps at each
site. This survey will run for 3 days. Beginning the second week of August, we will begin
setting fyke nets to remove small largemouth bass and small bluegill. We will start with a
pre-removal survey using 8 nets and after survey completion we will quickly ramp up to 20-25
nets around the perimeter of the lake. Nets will run through early September, with the goal
of removing nets prior to labor day weekend. We will reset the 8 nets from pre-removal
survey for a post-removal survey. This survey will last 3 days. Please send out messages to
remind lake users of the project and to respect nets. Hopefully we don’t have any issues with
vandalism like we did last year. We will finish the year with a fall nighttime electrofishing
survey in mid to late September and the stocking of large fingerling walleye in early October.
We haven’t been on the lake for a while, but we did make some positive observations this
spring. Most notably, there are lots of perch in Roberts. Most are on the small size which is
great to support smaller-sized walleye, but there was a nice mix of perch up to 11 inches.
Finally, young walleye were abundantly seen in fyke nets and during nighttime electrofishing.
This includes the 2018 and 2019 year classes. Please continue to spread the word that fish
removed thru angling will help a bunch with the project. Angling regulations are very liberal
for both largemouth bass and northern pike. Thanks and I appreciate any feedback you may
have.
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