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ARISE 2023ARISE 2023
WILL BE BOTHWILL BE BOTH    

IN-PERSON.IN-PERSON.
Some portionsSome portions
will be virtualwill be virtual  




The POTE trainThe POTE train
will also makewill also make

stops in a fewstops in a few
cities, perhapscities, perhaps

yours!yours!    

5TH ANNUAL
PUPIL OF 
THE EYE

CONFERENCE
JUNE 15-19, 2023 

 WILL  BE
LIVE for








Days in
the DMV

DC
MD
VA

A POTE Family
Reunion focused

on people of
African Descent!

Programs for
children, youth,

young adults, and
everyone else!



YOUR CONFERENCE
PLANNERS 

A BLACK FAMILY
REUNION:  
A  HEAL ING,

NURTURING AND
ENCOURAGING

SPACE  TO  CONNECT ,
CELEBRATE ,  AND
COLLABORATE !

OLETHA DEVANE

CONFERENCE CHAIR

BARBARA TALLEY THURSDAY TO
MONDAY, 

JUNE 15-19, 2023

QUESTIONS
BAHAIPOTE2019@GMAIL.COM



HTTPS://FORMS.GLE/GDWRH

YA5IAP4N6VT8

PREP-REGISTRATION OPEN

CONFERENCE CO-CHAIR

GERI PEAK

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND
JR. YOUTH PROGRAM
COORDINATOR

NIKKIA JONTE’
LEAD CONTACT FOR THE
COMMITTEE ORGANIZING
THE GALA AT THE
VIRGINIA BAHA’I SCHOOL 

https://forms.gle/gdwrhYA5iAP4N6VT8
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Juneteenth Eve (18th)
Gala Celebration in VA 

16

EVENING
”Black Girls as Quazars’ Stage Play Reading
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The National Museum of African American History and Culture is
the only national museum devoted exclusively to the

documentation of African American life, history, and culture. It
was established …to promote and highlight the contributions of

African Americans. To date, the Museum has collected more
than 40,000 artifacts and opened to the public in 2016.  



“This Museum will tell the American story through the lens of
African American history and culture. This is America’s Story

and this museum is for all Americans.”
 Lonnie G. Bunch, IIIFounding Director, NMAAHC

“Afro futurism tells us
about how the past
thought about the

future; and how
African Americans

dreamt of worlds they
wished to occupy and

soon brought into
being.”

KEVIN YOUNG, ANDREW W. MELLON
DIRECTOR OF THE SMITHSONIAN'S

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN
HISTORY AND CULTURE
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The Reginald F. Lewis Museum is excited to
partner with Galerie Myrtis and the James E.

Lewis Museum of Art at Morgan State University
to present the groundbreaking exhibition “Afro-
Futurist Manifesto: Blackness Reimagined” for
the first time in the United States. Curated by

Myrtis Bedolla for the 2022 Venice Biennale,
“Afro-Futurist Manifesto” brings together a stellar

assemblage of African-American Artists who
construct a future forged in transatlantic links

and Afrofuturism’s ideology to expand the notion
of Blackness at the intersection of technology

and liberation. This existence has been
conceived, as asserted by author Kevin Young, in

“Elsewhere … the remapping of what’s here,”
forming an alternative reality where one’s

freedom and humanity is found.

6pm

“..objects and art dating
from 1784 to the present
day, you’ll learn about

the incredible
accomplishments and

struggles of African
American Marylanders.

…the Museum is the
largest African American
museum in Maryland and

features more than
11,000 square feet of

permanent and
temporary exhibition

space, a two-story
theater, classrooms, an

outdoor terrace, and
more.”
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The Blacks in Wax Museum houses approximately
150 figures of people from the past, like Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr. and Rosa Parks, and from the
present, like President Barack Obama.. The

Museum’s mission is to stimulate an interest in
African American history by revealing the little-

known, often neglected facts of history; use great
leaders as role models for youth; improve race

relations by dispelling myths of racial inferiority
and superiority; support and work with community

groups, schools, and other organizations to provide
opportunities for youth to pursue careers in the

museum industry; and promote economic
development in the East North Avenue corridor.
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6:30-9:30) EVENING STAGE PERFORMANCE 
 ’Black Girls as Quazars’ Stage Play Reading
and discussion with Dr. Toya Mary Okonkwo



7pm
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Juneteenth Eve (18th) Gala
Celebration at the Virginia

Baha’i Center by the Baha’is
of Northern Virginia 



Hosted by

MUSIC - FOOD -AWARDS 

 An ARISE 5  Pupil of the Eye
Conference Participant Event 

A Juneteenth-Eve Celebration

SUNDAY
JUNE

Doors open at: 7:00pm

NORTHERN VIRGINIA
BAHA’I CENTER

CELEBRATING
BLACK  CULTURE,
FAITH & FREEDOM
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