Extract from a letter dated 9 February 1942 written on behalf of
Shoghi Effendi to an individual believer

He is well aware that the condition within the ranks of the believers in respect to race
prejudice is far from being as it should be. However, he feels very strongly that it presents a
challenge to both white and coloured believers.

As we neither feel nor acknowledge any distinction between the duties and privileges of a
Baha’i, whoever he may be, it is incumbent upon the Negro believers to rise above this great
test which the attitude of some of their white brethren may present. They must prove their
innate equality not by words but by deeds. They must accept the Cause of Baha’u’llah for the
sake of the Cause, love it, and cling to it, and teach it, and fight for it as their own Cause,
forgetful of the shortcomings of others. Any other attitude is unworthy of their faith.

Proud and happy in the praises which even Bahd’u’llah Himself has bestowed upon them,
they must feel He revealed Himself for them and every other downtrodden race, loves them,
and will help them to attain their destiny.

The whole race question in America is a national one and of great importance. But the
Negro friends must not waste their precious opportunity to serve the Faith, in these momentous
days, by dwelling on the admitted shortcomings of the white friends. They must arise and serve
and teach, confident of the future they are building, a future in which we know these barriers
will have once and for all been overcome!



