A Brief Survey of Biblical Prophecies Regarding Jesus’ Second Advent

referencing the Holy Bible; He Cometh With Clouds; Thief In the Night; The Apocalypse Unsealed, an Exegesis


God! The Great Spirit! Allah! Jehovah! Etc.! How many Gods does humanity worship? (not counting ancient gods)

Krishna! Moses! Zoroaster! Jesus! The Buddha! The Prophet Mohammed! Others! How many Founders of religions does humanity follow worldwide? 
The majority of the human race is further divided in to tens of thousands of religious sects: 

Agnosticism:

Animism: 

Atheism:

Buddhism: Theravāda, Mahāyāna, Vajrayāna, Dharmaguptaka, Mūlasarvāstivāda, (too many to list)! 
Christianity: Over 40,000 doctrinally different sects of Roman, Orthodox and Protestantism! 
 
Confucianism: followers in the world: 0.09% (6,111,056 people)!
Hinduism: Shaivism, Vaishnavism or Shaktism! 
Islam: Sunni, Shi’a, at least 73 sub-sects in all! 

Judaism: Ashkenazi, Sephardic, Mizrahi, Beta Israel, Hasidic, Orthodox, Reform, Etc.! 
Sikhism: est. over 20 million followers
Zoroastrianism: Restorationist, Progressive, Traditionalist! 
Etc.!  
To believe; what to believe; who to believe; to not believe at all?  These are among the most profound questions facing the human race in the 21st century. Religious (sectarian) conflict is everywhere. The Near and Middle East are aflame. Those who truly care about the future of the human race are now overwhelmed by the complexity of religious questions much more than ever.  Obviously, we are living in a profoundly troubled time, one in which every nation, religion, race and tribe must make radical decisions if the human race is to survive and prosper.  But which direction holds the answers? Where must we turn? The answer is: The Prophecies!  
Truth has nothing to hide!  History happened, it does not lie!  When Prophecies are fulfilled, they then function as truths for converting opinion and belief in to knowledge. For they will clearly point to only One Personage, One Whom the clergy of the world have now told their respective flocks to avoid, reject, despise, or simply ignore. This, despite Jesus commanding His followers to SEEK! 

Thus Jesus states: 

Matthew 7:22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 7:23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 
Why? Because many of the Bible’s sacred scriptures have always pointed towards a mysterious Day called “the end of time” (the end of the age) and the Day of God. Most people today remain unaware that prophecies inextricably linked to Jesus’ Second Advent began to be fulfilled in the late 1700s.  The most recent centuries clearly show evidence that the world of human thought and experience actually began to dramatically change, conclusively establishing that we have entered “a new time, a new age”.  
None of the above conformed to age-old eschatological beliefs despite the fact that the Bible’s own historicity proves God has never fulfilled biblical prophecies according to common expectations.  Thus, these questions MUST be asked: Has the biblical “end of time” come and gone? Has Christ already returned like “a thief”? 
Most Christians still await Jesus’ Second Advent.  But they do not realize that the world’s other great religions also await the coming of a Messiah, the Great Educator, and even Jesus Himself.  Only Christians, however, (not Jews, Muslims, Hindus, etc.) expect this Promised One of all religions to physically descend from the sky, thus eliminating any doubt about His identity.  Is this understanding of biblical prophecy absolutely correct?  If so, why were other biblical prophecies that contradict this notion also given? 

Matthew 24:27
”For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”
 [It is important to remember that prophecies were given in Palestine. Therefore, “east” means “east of Palestine”.]
Jeremiah 49:38
”And I will set my throne in Elam… saith the Lord.” [Elam (Persia) is east of Palestine]

Micah 7:12
”[In] that day [also] he shall come even to thee from Assyria, and [from] the fortified cities, and from the fortress even to the river, and from sea to sea, and [from] mountain to mountain.”  [Assyria--an ancient empire in western Asia that included Elam (Persia)]

Ezekiel 43:2
”And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east: and his voice [was] like a noise of many waters: and the earth shined with his glory.”

Ezekiel 43:4
”And the glory of the Lord came into the house by the way of the gate whose prospect [is] toward the east.“

Are there more prophecies that further indicate He will not descend from the sky when He comes?  

Habakkuk 2:3
”For the vision [is] yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.”
1 Thessalonians 5:2
”For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.” (Quietly, Unnoticed)
John 3:13
”And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from “heaven”, [even] the Son of man…”  (God is a “Spirit”. Heaven is not a physical place. Jesus’ Spirit, not His body, returns because His Spirit, not His body, came from heaven (Mat 12:18-21).  Thus, His Spirit ascended, not His body born of Mary (1 Corinthians. 15:50, John 6:63, Luke 23:43-46).  The appearance of Moses’ and Elias’ spirits (Mat. 17:3), and Jesus’ promise to the thief on the cross (Luke 23:43), further confirm this.) 

Isaiah 9:6
”For unto us a child is BORN…”(Isaiah’s prophecy points to Jesus’ FIRST Advent.  Yet, this prophecy clearly states how He will also Return “in the glory of the Father (also BORN).  The fact that this prophecy also points to the Return of the Christ clarifies the apparent confusion caused by the rest of this scripture. For Jesus said, “...I came not to send peace, but a sword (Matthew 10:34.)” and, relative to government, “…My kingdom is not of this world…(John 18:36)”.  Jesus knew that world peace and divine earthly government had to be established by the Father (Luke 11:2), Whom Jesus says, “…is greater than I (John 14:28)”. 

Did Jesus teach that “Return” means “the same body”, or “the same spiritual qualities”?  

Matthew 17:10
”And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come?”

Matthew 17:11
”And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things.”
Matthew 17:12
”But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them.”
Matthew 17:13
”Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.”

Did Jesus tell us to look for Him to return with the same name—Jesus, or did He tell us to watch for someone else?   

John 15:26
”But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, [even] the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:”  (also read John 8:54)

John 16:13
”Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, [that] shall he speak,: and he will shew you things to come.”

Did Jesus say it will be easy to “see” the Father (the Spirit of Truth, the Christ Spirit) when He comes, or did He warn us that humanity would not know He had come…until too late?  

Luke 21:25
”And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring;”
Revelation 3:3
”…If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.”
Luke 12:39
”And this know, that if the goodman of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched, and not have suffered his house to be broken through.”
 Luke 12:40
”…for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not.”

Matthew 24:37
”But as the days of Noah [were], so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”
Matthew 24:39
”[they] knew not until the flood came and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be“

What will His name be: Jesus, or Christ, or something else?  Will His followers be called Christians?

Isaiah 62:2
”The nations will see your righteousness, and all kings your glory; and you will be called by a new name which the mouth of the Lord will designate.”
Isaiah 65:15
"You will leave your name for a curse to My chosen ones, and the Lord God will slay you. But My servants will be called by another name.”

Revelation 2:17
”He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.”
Revelation 3:8
”I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name.”

Revelation 3:12
”He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new name.”

Revelation 19:12
”His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except Himself.”
Jesus promised He would return “in the glory of the Father”.  As a further explanation, He gave us the Parable of the Vineyard (Luke 20: 9-16).  Are there other prophecies about the coming of the Father? 

Zechariah 14:9

“And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one.”
Isaiah 11:9
”They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain [Mount Carmel]: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.”

John 16:13
”…he will guide you into all truth… he will show you things to come.”

Daniel 12:4
”…and knowledge shall be increased.”

John 16:13
”Howbeit when he, the Spirit of Truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, [that] shall he speak…”

Habakkuk 2:14
”For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord [translated; Bahá’u’lláh], as the waters cover the sea.”

Micah 4:3
”And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” [first there is Judgement, then, because God has made our free will sacred, the rulers and peoples of the Earth are patiently given a chance to accept Him and His teachings]  
Deuteronomy 28:1
”…the Lord thy God will set thee [Israel] on high above all nations of the earth:”
Deuteronomy 30:3
”…God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all nations, whither the Lord thy God hath scattered thee.”
Deuteronomy 30:5
”And the Lord thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess it…”
Ezekiel 37:21
”…Behold, I will take the children of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring them into their own land:”

Romans 11:27
”For this [is] my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.”

Ezekiel 37:26
”Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore.”

Isaiah 2:2
”And it shall come to pass in the last days, [that] the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.”  (Isaiah lived in a cave on Mount Carmel in Palestine, now Israel.  Mount Carmel has always been known as the fairest of all mountains, God’s Holy Mountain, the Mountain of the Lord.  Carmel means “Vineyard”. People from all nations are now visiting Mount Carmel. Investigate for yourself.)
Isaiah 2:3
”…Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he

will teach us his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”  

According to the Holy Bible, when the prophecies are fulfilled and the Father comes, will His Kingdom on Earth occur SUDDENLY or GRADUALLY?

1 Thessalonians 5:2
”For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.” (Unnoticed)
Mark 4:30
”And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? Or with what comparison shall we compare it?”
Mark 4:31
”[It is] like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the earth:”
Mark 4:32
”But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater than all herbs, and shooteth out great branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of it.”

Does the Bible say how long the “Father” will teach mankind when He comes?  

Micah 7:15
”According to the days of thy coming out of the land of Egypt will I show unto him marvelous [things].”  [Moses kept the Jews in the desert 40 years]

Who were told of a time, or year, of Jesus’ Second Advent?

Daniel 8:13
”… how long [shall be] the vision [concerning] the daily [sacrifice], and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?”
Daniel 8:14
”And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”

Matthew 24:15
”When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)”  (Counting one year for each day from the date of the rebuilding of Jerusalem in 456 B.C.(see Ezra), the date is 1844.)

Revelation 11:1
”And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein.”
Revelation 11:2
”But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty [and] two months.” (i.e., until 1844.  Chapters 11-13 is an Islamic prophecy before Islam came into existence.  One prophetic month equals 30 years.  Therefore, forty-two months equals 1260 years.  Islam uses a lunar calendar.  Comparing the Islamic calendar with our Western, solar calendar, the lunar calendar date 1260 AH is equal to the solar calendar date 1844 CE. The Holy Books of other world religions also have prophecies that point to the year1844, the year that the Herald of the Bahá’í Faith—the Báb—announced His Mission.

Were Jesus’ prophecies in Luke 21:25 regarding the sun, moon, and stars fulfilled prior to 1844?

Yes. Literally. History shows that Christian evangelists in both North America and Europe began preaching the imminent Return of Christ in the late 1700s.  They increased their fervor during the early 1800s because these prophecies were literally being fulfilled.
What about Jesus’ prophecy regarding “perplexity” (Luke 21:25)? 

The same historical period shows Christian evangelists, along with hundreds of thousands of their followers, becoming perplexed, bitterly disappointed and humiliated after 1844, because Jesus did not return in the manner they expected. Great storms of confusion subsequently churned the sea of Christianity.  Debates about the relevance, the interpretations, and the accuracy of prophecy raged in newspapers and at Christian conferences.  The year 1844 is still called “the Year of the Great Disappointment” by the Seventh Day Adventist denomination. 

Believers in His imminent return had been told, just like today, that Jesus would physically descend upon “clouds of heaven”.  They had been assured that, unlike Jesus’ First Advent 2,000 years before, “spiritual eyes” were not necessary to recognize Him.  For Him to have a name other than Jesus was also inconceivable.  They looked to the skies, waiting and watching for His “clouds”, for His Return “in the glory of the Father”.  
It has now been explained that a “cloud” is anything that veils or “hinder(s) us from beholding the beauty of [God’s] shining Countenance...“ Therefore, when Jesus repeatedly used the term “clouds”, He was not describing a Michelangelo-like vision of His future, heavenly descent. To the contrary; His usage of “clouds” was a warning, one that is consistent with His “thief” and “Noah” prophecies, a warning that He would come in such a manner that most of mankind would neither see nor recognize Him.  

The Gospels clearly show that, of all the people who witnessed Jesus 2,000 years ago, only those who dared to put aside established religious traditions and beliefs and who relied, instead, upon their spiritual ears and eyes could recognize Him through His clouds of: looking like an average man; living like a poor carpenter; coming from Nazareth; being an uneducated, unschooled man whose teachings infuriated Torah scholars.  

The “cloudy” human conditions Jesus created during His first Advent were designed to test the spiritual purity of humanity’s heart. Obviously, humanity failed this test: three hundred years after His Crucifixion Christianity was still viewed as just another cult to be persecuted. The general population embraced the teachings of Jesus en masse only after Emperor Constantine seemed to validate them by making Christianity Rome’s official religion. The “hardness of [y]our hearts” was thus proven; the opportunity for mankind to “spiritually” recognize the Face and hear the Voice of God on its own, without coercion, was lost.  Given man’s ruthless history since then, shouldn’t we expect the Father to test us once more with the same perplexing “test of clouds?    
What were theological repercussions of “The Year of the Great Disappointment (1844)”?

The convergence of biblical signs witnessed in the late 1700s and early 1800s appear to be historically unique because they have not been repeated.  Yet, clergy of every religion refuse to seriously entertain the possibility that they were wrong and that they misunderstood the prophecies.  

Although this Earth has new institutions and vastly different social possibilities, they continue to teach “He is coming”.  It now appears, however, that most of them are reticent about risking their reputations by attempting to predict “when”.  To this day the prevailing, though unstated, view among some of them is, “He will come when He comes.”  Others add: ”if He is coming at all.”  

In other words, in spite of the unmistakably clear signs that God has done something new with the human race, in spite of biblical prophecies that clearly point to the year 1844, and in spite of the scriptural possibility that Jesus could quietly return as a “thief”, religious leaders have not been “looking for Him” with the fervor they had prior to 1844.  This, too, fulfills the prophecies; Jesus predicted that His servants would not be looking for Him when He quietly and unexpectedly returns (Matthew 24:39).  

What were the frightful, unexplainable events that led to the absolute conviction among clergy and prominent theologians that Christ’s Return was imminent in the 1800s?  Furthermore, why has the past been either forgotten or intentionally covered over?  Why haven’t today’s Christians been informed or reminded of this critical time within Christianity?  

As stated before, theologians and clergy have their reasons for not telling us of that time of great religious expectations, fear, and subsequent perplexity.  For those searching for the truth, however, evidence of these events can still be found in scientific journals, books, and old newspaper records.   These will validate that the Holy Bible’s prophecies were fulfilled. 

The Bible states that three key prophecies must be fulfilled before the Second Advent.  Scholars also believe these prophecies have to be fulfilled in the sequence given in Luke 21:11 and 21:25 and in The Book of Revelation.  The below sequence and historical accounts of their fulfillment are drawn primarily from Thief In the Night by Mr. William Sears. 
Revelation 6:12 

”…and, lo, there was a great earthquake;” 

In the book Earthquakes, written by Professor W.H. Hobbs, are the following words: “Among the earth movements which in historic times have affected the kingdom of Portugal, that of November 1, 1755, takes first rank, as it does also, in some respects, among all recorded earthquakes…In six minutes 60,000 people perished.”  James Parton, the author of Life of Voltaire, says: “The Lisbon earthquake of November 1, 1755, appears to have put both theologians and philosophers on the defensive…At twenty minutes to ten that morning, Lisbon was firm and magnificent…In six minutes the city was in ruins.”
Many, somewhat less catastrophic, earthquakes also occurred during this same time. Over 40,000 people were reported killed in Persia during another 1755 earthquake.  The Seventh Vial, written by Rev. John Cumming, states that no less than 35 “great and disastrous” earthquakes occurred within the limits of the old Roman Empire between 1800 and 1865.  He further states: “On the Italian Peninsula and the Eastern Mediterranean, upwards of 800 earthquakes have occurred within the period of fifty years between 1800 and 1850.”
Revelation 6:12

”…and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood;”

Of the three prophecies, the fulfillment of this one is considered by many to be the most difficult.  Yet, it was indeed fulfilled on May 19th, 1780, when the sky suddenly darkened and the moon had the appearance of blood that same night.  

A June 22nd, 1780, Boston Independent Chronicle account, written by Dr. Samuel Stearns, says: “That the darkness was not caused by an eclipse is manifest by the various positions of the planets of our system at that time; for the moon was more than one hundred and fifty degrees from the sun that day.” 

The Massachusetts Spy stated: “Nor was the darkness of the night less uncommon and terrifying than that of the day; notwithstanding there was almost a full moon, no object was discernable, but by help of some artificial light.” 

The 1883 addition of Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary states: “The Dark Day, May 19th, 1780—so called on account of a remarkable darkness on that day extending all over New England…The true cause of this remarkable phenomenon is not known.”   

Samuel Tenny, author of Collections for the Massachusetts Historical Society 1792 writes: “This gross darkness held till about one o’clock [AM], although the moon had filled but the day before.”  

Uriah Smith added: “This statement [by Samuel Tenny] respecting the phase of the moon proves the impossibility of an eclipse of the sun at that time.  Whenever on this memorable night the moon did appear, as at times it did, it had… the appearance of blood.”
This phenomenon was reported throughout the United States and in other countries.   The poet Whittier constructed a poem describing its affect upon him. Theologians went so far as to state it was not necessary for the entire world to see it; for it was not necessary for the “Star of Bethlehem” to be seen anywhere except in the Middle East.  
Revelation 6:13

”And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.”

For almost 2,000 years Christians were taught that stars would actually fall upon the earth.  It is now obvious that any one star, including our sun—one million times our planet’s size—would literally consume the earth.  Obviously this prophecy had another meaning, one realized the night of November 12th, 1833—Bahá’u’lláh’s 16th birthday. 

Thief in the Night states: “So exceptional was this event that Clarke, in his History of Astronomy in the Nineteenth Century, writes: “…a tempest of falling stars broke over the earth…North America bore the brunt of its pelting.  From the Gulf of Mexico to Halifax, until daylight with some difficulties put an end to the display, the sky was scored in every direction with shining tracks and illuminated with majestic fireballs.”

An article in the American Journal of Science written by Denison Olmsted, Professor of Mathematics at Yale University, states: “The [early] morning of November 13th, 1833, was rendered memorable by an exhibition of the phenomenon called shooting stars, which was probably more extensive and magnificent than any similar one hitherto recorded… Probably no celestial phenomenon has ever occurred in this country, since its first settlement, which was received with so much admiration and delight by one class of spectators, or with so much astonishment and fear by another class…” The French astronomer, Flammarion, in Popular Astronomy, reported that Olmsted in Boston also compared the number of falling stars, at their maximum, “to half the number of flakes which are perceived in the air during an ordinary shower of snow.”  After waiting for the overwhelming shower to diminish somewhat, Professor Olmsted counted and then estimated 34,640 falling stars per hour. 

In 1834, the American Journal of Science stated: “Though there was no moon, when we first observed them, their brilliancy was so great that we could, at times, read common-sized print without much difficulty, and the light which they afforded was much whiter than that of the moon, in the clearest and coldest night, when the ground is covered with snow.”
“No philosopher or scholar has told or recorded an event like that of yesterday morning”, wrote the New York Journal of Commerce “.Again quoting Thief in the Night, “The Rev. L.D. Fleming, in his Synopsis of the Evidences of the Second Coming of Christ about A.D. 1843, written in 1842, declares: ‘Many distinguished students of prophecy have come to very similar conclusions…How can that wonderful phenomenon of falling stars, or meteors, which astonished the world a few years since, be regarded but as a sign of the last times…May God help us to watch!”

Is it possible these prophecies could have other allegorical meanings associated with the coming of the Father?

Yes.  The Holy Bible’s primary purpose, other than bringing the “water” of spiritual life to our souls, is to prepare mankind for the Day of God. Thus, many of its teachings, especially its prophecies, have allegorical meanings.  Many biblical scholars know that prophecies were written in the “coded language of the spirit”.  Robert Riggs, author of The Apocalypse Unsealed, who applied Bahá’u’lláh’s teachings and specific explanations regarding the language of prophecy, writes:

· Earthquake also means “shaking of the worldly order”;

· Sun, moon, stars also mean “the heavenly hierarchy of Prophets, church leaders, saints, priests, elders, etc;”

· ‘Heavens rolled up like a scroll’ means “the removal of the heavenly order in religions”;

· Mountains and valleys also mean “peoples, nations, religions, and other long-standing institutions”;

· Dens, islands, rocks mean “strongholds and places of safety”.

How can one be certain that Jesus’ Second Advent has already occurred? Are there discernable signs that Christ has returned “in the glory of the Father”…”with power and great glory”?  Has the Father truly come…recently?  
· Every eye can see that our present world would be called a new world, even a new Earth, by the Hebrew prophets of old.  They would also call our time a new time, a new day and age.  Our present world is vastly different from theirs, even that of the Day of Jesus. Moreover, it is still changing so rapidly that we are beginning to take for granted our technology, our sciences, our miraculous medical discoveries, our ever-increasing knowledge of ourselves and the universe, our routine journeys into outer space, our worldwide communications, our worldwide transportation systems, etc.  

· Every eye has seen, and every ear has heard, miraculous, marvelous things never before experienced, or even dreamed of, by mankind of old.  
· Every eye can see that a new world order has come, that long-standing empires have recently fallen (including the Holy Roman and Ottoman empires), and that every attempt to create a new empire has been thwarted.  

· Every eye can see that the institution of slavery, an institution thousands of years old that even Jesus permitted, has been abolished. 

· Every eye can see that the planet is slowly being contracted into a neighborhood, and that our nations and peoples have become economically and socially interdependent.  

· Every eye can see that the earth has new, world embracing institutions, such as the United Nations. In spite of their youthfulness, nations are gradually incorporating into governance new principles and concepts—human rights, crimes against humanity, women’s rights, children’s rights—all principles undreamed of by our ancestors.  

· Every eye has seen, or is beginning to see, that the usage of war as a means of resolving conflicts between nations is an outmoded concept.  In this Day of God, all planetary life could be destroyed.

· Every eye can actually see our planet, our galaxy and universe, unlike the earthbound prophets of old.  Thus, old religious perceptions of heaven are no longer valid.  

· Every eye can see that the God has already restored the children of Israel to their land.

· Every eye can see the blossoming beauty of Israel’s Mount Carmel.  

· Every eye can see, if it chooses to, a new and unique System of religion embedded within that mountain’s heart, and a monumental Shrine rising from its center--a sacred Shrine that has become 
the sign of religious peace and hope and the fulfillment of God’s promise to all mankind.   When the time is right (determined by the Universal House of Justice), a Temple will be constructed at its very top for the praise and worship of the God of all mankind.

The evidence clearly shows that Jesus, Who titled Himself “the Son of God”, has mysteriously returned “like a thief”.  As promised, His Christ Spirit returned “in the glory of the Father”.  But, why can’t most people readily see and understand this.  Why do they continue to use the same Holy Bible that proves He has come to futilely assert that He hasn’t?  How does the Bible explain this?  
Daniel 12:4
"But as for you, Daniel, conceal these words and seal up the book until the end of time…”

Habakkuk 1:5
”..regard, and wonder marvelously: for [I] will work a work in your days, [which] ye will not believe, though it be told [you].”
Isaiah 29:10
”For the LORD hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered.”

Luke 22:67
"…If I tell you, you will not believe...”
John 16:12
”I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.”

What is His name?

Of course, millions of people worldwide found Him. His name is Bahá’u’lláh (Ba HAH oo Lah), which in English translates to “The Glory of God” or “The Glory of the Father”, or “The Glory of the Lord”.  

From which direction did He come?

Like the prophecies foretold, He came from east of Palestine.  He came from what was once the ancient kingdom of Assyria, from the ancient land called Elam in the Bible (Persia, now called Iran).  

When did He first reveal Himself to man as the Father?

He was born in 1817 into a wealthy family that descended from an ancient line of kings.  Even while young, He was known for His unusual ability to answer theological questions that confounded scholars. Later, He became known as the “Father of the Poor” because of His love and devotion to them.  History shows that He waited until 1853 before assuming His Mission as “…the Judge, the Lawgiver, the Redeemer of mankind…” He was imprisoned, chained, exiled, and imprisoned again by powerful rulers in their attempt to kill Him, scatter His followers and stamp out His teachings. It is important to remember, however, that the world’s religions had stopped looking for Him.  Clergy advised the world rulers whom He personally addressed not to heed His Call.

Micah 7:15 indicates He will teach for 40 years.  Was this prophecy fulfilled?

Yes.  He left this earthly life in 1892, still officially a prisoner of the Ottoman and Persian empires.   

Why would the Father allow Himself to become a captive of kings and religious rulers, allow Himself to be judged a threat to religion and society, and to be exiled and a prisoner for the remainder of His earthly life?

Baha’u’llah explains in His writings why He, like Jesus, permitted man to heap such indignities upon Him.  Although outwardly helpless, He possessed the might and power of God.  But, like God, He never violated the sanctity of human will.  What John says (9:33) about the Son also applies to the Father: “If this man were not of God, he could do nothing.”  

His earthly sufferings at the hands of man were many.  He was first cast into a disease-plagued dungeon; for four months he bore chains weighing over 100 pounds around His neck.  In spite of 40 years of persecution and imprisonment He gave mankind God’s Teachings for this Age. 
John 10:25-31 

Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me. But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. I and my Father are one. Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him.
Like Jesus the Son, the Father could not help but sacrifice Himself; His servitude to God and His love for humanity were unimaginably absolute.  He wrote: “The Ancient Beauty hath consented to be bound with chains that mankind may be released from its bondage, and hath accepted to be made a prisoner within this most mighty Stronghold that the whole world may attain unto true liberty.  He hath drained to its dregs the cup of sorrow, that all the peoples of the earth may attain unto abiding joy, and be filled with gladness.  This is of the mercy of your Lord, the Compassionate, the Most Merciful….“

Perhaps these profound words provide a glimmer of God’s Supreme Revelation that He gave to humanity.  His Revelation is the reason for some of the world’s searching peoples, including scientists, to have suddenly and mysteriously awakened to revolutionary visions of human possibilities and potential, to a new horizon of freedom and self-awareness, to a new Age.  Social and religious theories that sustained racial superiority; laws and religious customs that relegated minorities, women and children to the status of second class citizens (or property); the suppression of science and its role as a co-revealer of reality; the supreme authority of religious leaders; nationalistic ambitions that, throughout history, encouraged the conquering and exploitation of weaker nations and peoples; these things and more are now being challenged and eradicated as a result of God’s Will.  Surely, this is the promised Day of God.  

Perceptions of humankind that deny the innate sacredness and moral authority of a human being are being relegated to the relative darkness of the past.  It is also evident that the human family, God’s highest creation, is slowly being removed from the clutches of those who wish to control it for their own malicious or misguided purposes.  Hence, the victories of WW I and WW II.  All of these new spiritual forces guiding the world are signs that the Father is on His Throne. 

How could He carry out His Mission of bringing about God’s Kingdom on earth if He was an exile and a prisoner?

For the first time in religious history, humanity was given an unbreakable Covenant, as well as a unique System for the administration of the laws and teachings that God revealed through Him.  (Ezekiel 37:26, 
He showered the bounty of His grace upon friend and foe alike, which explains why many of His enemies found a pretext for seeking His presence.  The single exception was when He turned away from humanity’s ways, spending 2 years communing with God in the solitude of the Kurdistan Mountains.  

His family and many of His believers, rather than suffer separation, chose to follow Him into His final prison—the infamous prison-fortress city of Akka (Achor, see Hosea 2:15), Syria (now Israel)—fully aware it was the Middle East’s most notorious prison, thus the place where the Empire’s worst criminals were sent to die.  Outside contact was forbidden.  After learning He was still alive, many believers walked great distances, hoping to just see His face once more.   
He educated and encouraged His followers and, through them, humanity through His voluminous writings, some of which that were hand-carried over mountains and deserts. In spite of exile and imprisonment during His 40-year Ministry, He gave the human race over 100 volumes of teachings, prayers, ordinances, meditations, explanations, expositions, etc.  

Ironically, the prophecies that foretold how the Father would come to the Holy Land could not have been fulfilled had He not been a prisoner and exile. They were fulfilled when He was imprisoned in the Akka prison fortress by the decree and wishes of, not just the rulers of Persia and the Ottoman Empire, but the ecclesiastic leaders as well. He endured nine years there.  Then, although officially still a prisoner, He walked past the prison guards unimpeded and journeyed to Mount Carmel.  Isaiah’s prophetic visions about Him on that holy mountain were literally fulfilled by His footsteps.  (Isaiah 35: 2 and 65:10)
Did the Father address Christians directly?

Yes.  His Holy Spirit and written Words called, and continue to call, the followers of Jesus.  He is truly the Father; these, and His other Words to them, are eternal: “Followers of the Gospels, behold the gates of heaven are flung open.  He that had ascended unto it is now come.  Give ear to His voice calling aloud over land and sea, announcing to all mankind the advent of this Revelation—a Revelation through the agency of which the Tongue of Grandeur is now proclaiming; ‘Lo, the sacred pledge hath been fulfilled for He, the Promised One is come!  The voice of the Son of Man is calling aloud from the sacred vale; Here am I, O God my God…’ The 
Father hath come.  That which ye were promised in the Kingdom of God is fulfilled.  This is the Word which the Son veiled when He said to those around Him that at the time they could not bear it…Verily the Spirit of Truth is come to guide you unto all truth…He is the One Who glorified the Son and exalted His Cause…”  “The Comforter Whose advent all the scriptures have promised is now come that He may reveal unto you all knowledge and wisdom…“

Does the Bible tell us how to “test” Him in order to determine if He is truly the Father, and not a false prophet?

Yes.  Does His coming fulfill the prophecies?  Moreover, according to Jesus (John 16:13), the Promised One must “shew you things to come.”  Gary Matthews, author of He Cometh With Clouds, emphatically states that anyone who claims to be a prophet, which certainly includes anyone who claims to be the Father, must pass the test of prophecy by giving accurate prophecies in plain, unambiguous language.  “Perfect, predictive power comes only from [God] through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  Anyone who claims to reveal God’s will, to speak with His voice, must vindicate such a claim by this unique token of divine authority…A false prophet cannot pass this test.”  Also, according to Jesus (Matthew 7:16), His Tree must bear holy and sweet fruit.  Jesus promised that, without any doubt, WE WILL KNOW HIM “by the fruits” He bears.   Finally, “He shall testify” of Jesus. The Father wants us to test Him and not “blindly” follow Him as many people would expect.  “Truth” has nothing to fear. He Cometh With Clouds contains a list of His prophecies.  Thus, our own fears about recognizing the Father are unwarranted.

What are His teachings called? What are His followers called?

His teachings are called the Bahá’í Faith (Ba HI e).  Those who believe that He is the Promised One of all religions are called Bahá’ís (Ba HI ees).  Millions of people, from every race, nation and tribe, have become followers.  That they also come from every world religion also fulfill the prophecies, such as:

Zechariah 14:9

“And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one.”
Bahá’u’lláh waited until 1853 to undertake His Mission.  Why do biblical prophecies point to 1844, not 1853?

Jesus clearly stated that no man would know the hour the Father would come.  Biblical prophecies are accurate, therefore, because the year 1853 is not found in prophecy. The year 1844 remains significant. This is the year that the “Gate”, Who must precede the Father (Ezekiel 43:4), announced His Mission in Elam (Persia), the land of Daniel’s visions. 
The “Gate” (the Báb) emphatically stated that, although His coming also fulfilled the prophecies of all Holy Books, His primary Mission was to announce the coming of the Supreme Revelator and prepare the minds and hearts of mankind for recognizing and receiving Him.  Also, as a Manifestation of God, He permanently changed religion’s course by closing the cycle of past religions, annulling many of their laws, and renewing the purity of religion’s foundation. 

Tens of thousands of the Báb’s followers were slaughtered. His life’s story captivated European scholars, historians and playwrights.  “That Jesus of the age…a prophet and more than a prophet,” wrote a Christian theologian.  

Bahá’u’lláh chose the location on Mount Carmel for the tomb of the Martyred Herald of His Faith’s earthly remains.  
Is there a brief description of the Father’s teachings—the Bahá’í Faith? Do His teachings affect all world religions?

Yes, to both questions.  According to Shoghi Effendi, the appointed Guardian of the Bahá’í Faith: 

“[The Bahá’í Faith] upholds the unity of God, recognizes the unity of His Prophets, and inculcates the principle of the oneness and wholeness of the entire human race.  It proclaims the necessity and the inevitability of the unification of mankind, asserts that it is gradually approaching, and claims that nothing short of the transmuting spirit of God, working through His chosen Mouthpiece in this day [Bahá’u’lláh] can ultimately succeed in bringing it about.  It, moreover, enjoins upon its followers the primary duty of an 
unfettered search after truth, condemns all manner of prejudice and superstition, declares the purpose of religion to be the promotion of amity and concord, proclaims its essential harmony with science, and recognizes it as the foremost agency for the pacification and the orderly progress of human society.  It unequivocally maintains the principle of equal rights, opportunities, and privileges for men and women, insists on compulsory education, eliminates extremes of poverty and wealth, abolishes the institution of priesthood, prohibits slavery, asceticism, mendicancy, and monasticism, prescribes monogamy, discourages divorce, emphasizes the necessity of strict obedience to one’s government, exalts any work performed in the spirit of service to the level of worship, urges either the creation or the selection of an auxiliary international language, and delineates the outlines of those institutions that must establish and perpetuate the general peace of mankind.”

Call 1-800-228-6483 for free Bahá’í literature, or visit www.bahai.org or www.us.bahai.org    

� According to the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life, in 2010 there were 2.18 billion Christians worldwide, nearly a third of the global population. According to the Center for the Study of Global Christianity (CSGC) at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, there are approximately 41,000 distinct Christian denominations (Baptist, Methodist, Jehovah’s Witnesses, etc.), based upon differing theological beliefs.


� Wikipedia: � HYPERLINK "http://www.real-islam.org/73_8.htm" �http://www.real-islam.org/73_8.htm�
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