
Where do we go when we die? 

2 Corinthians 5:6-8. 
So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in 
the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by 
sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from 
the body and to be present with the Lord. 

Paul states that he is confident in his eternal destiny and longs for the day 
when he can be “absent from the body” and be present with the Lord he 
loves and serves. To be “absent” from one’s body simply means to die 
because, at death, the spirit is separated from the body and moves into its 
eternal abode—either heaven with the Lord or hell, separated from God for 
eternity. 

When a born-again believer dies, his soul goes immediately into the 
presence of the Lord. There, the soul consciously awaits the resurrection of 
the body. 

Philippians 1:21-24 
“For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the 
flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I 
cannot tell. 
For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and 
be with Christ, which is far better. Nevertheless to remain in the flesh 
is more needful for you”. 

Death is a great loss to a carnal, worldly man, for he loses all his earthly 
comforts and all his hopes; but to a true believer it is gain, for it is the end of 
all his weakness and misery. 

Paul’s desire in life was to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. If he lived, he could 
continue to labor for the Lord. If he faced execution, he would depart this 
life and be with Christ. He desired to be with his Savior, but if he remained 
on earth, he could continue to minister to others. 

https://www.gotquestions.org/what-happens-after-death.html


There are some who believe in soul sleep, meaning that when a person dies, 
his body and soul sleep in the grave, awaiting the resurrection. But if this 
were true, why would Paul not want to live to minister as long as possible, 
rather than sleep in a grave? And if it were true that the body and soul are 
never separated, it would be impossible to ever be absent from the body and 
present with the Lord. 

Believers who die are indeed absent from their physical bodies and present 
with the Lord in conscious bliss awaiting that grand resurrection day! 

Ecclesiastes 12:7  
and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to 
God who gave it 

Luke 16:19-31 
19“There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen 
and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate was laid 
a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who desired to be 
fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even the dogs 
came and licked his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried by 
the angels to Abraham’s side.f The rich man also died and was 
buried, 23and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and 
saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 24And he called out, 
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end 
of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this 
flame.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your 
lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad 
things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 26And 
besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in 
order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, 
and none may cross from there to us.’ 27And he said, ‘Then I beg you, 
father, to send him to my father’s house— 28for I have five brothers—
so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of 
torment.’ 29But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; 
let them hear them.’ 30And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if 
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someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said to 
him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be 
convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’” 

2 Corinthians 5:10 
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, 
whether good or evil. 

John 5:22 
For the Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 

Revelation 1:18 
and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I 
have the keys of Death and Hades. 
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