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Tisch College of Civic Life 
at Tufts University

31 
of young people
turned out for the

2018 midterm

a record breaking

% 

This report's purpose is to showcase some of

the many state and local initiatives that were

particularly focused on young voters and

increasing youth voter turnout during recent

election cycles; in particular, initiatives based

in schools, community colleges, colleges, and

universities.

 

This report intends to bring attention to

creative and committed efforts across the

country with a view to stimulating broader

adoption of effective measures.  The authors

hope that this paper will spark conversations

about what is working in each state and

encourage interest in exploring and adopting

practices from others.  The states,

Washington, D.C. included, are arranged in

order of turnout (according to the only

available estimates that cover all states).

 
Note: The authors are issuing this paper in
draft form with an invitation to interested
parties to recommend additional activities
and strategies that have been successful in
their states and communities and that
should be shared with others. Please send
comments and suggestions to: 
wndcefVOTE@gmail.com

There are 29 million youth (18-29) in the

United States, representing 21% of the

entire voting age population. In the 2018

midterm election, youth voter turnout

increased by 15.7 million, an increase of

79%.  According to CIRCLE’s estimates,

youth turnout in the 2018 midterms

increased to 28.2% nationally with increases

in every state analyzed.

 

Despite this increase, only 13 million eligible

young voters are registered and consistently

turn out to vote at lower rates than any

other demographic group.

 

Analyses of youth voting patterns have

sought to understand this low rate of

participation and analyze the impact of

various policy initiatives aimed at increasing

turnout. For example, Kei Kawashima-

Ginsberg, Director of CIRCLE, the youth civic

participation, cites “. . . a significant lack of

knowledge about how exactly the

government works, and, therefore, how

their vote actually matters.”

 

Some of the drivers of the 2018 increase

may reflect greater political engagement of

all age groups, as well as greater visibility of

young people's' areas of concern—such as

the environment, gun control, reproductive

rights, and education. In addition, increases

in alternative voting methods—such as

same day registration and vote by mail—

may also have had an impact.
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1 www.census.gov/library/stories/2019/04/behind-2018-united-states-midterm-election-turnout.html
2www.civicyouth.org/new-national-youth-turnout-estimate-28-of-young-people-voted-in-2018/
3www.brookings.edu/research/2018-voter-turnout-rose-dramatically-for-groups-favoring-democrats-census-confirms/
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FIGURE 4.
Frey, William H. Frey Analysis of US Census Bureau Current Population 

Survey Voting and Registration Supplement. May 2019. Raw data.

National Average 35.6%

43.7% CIRCLE analysis
39.2% CIRCLE analysis

30.3% CIRCLE analysis
33.4% CIRCLE analysis
40.8% CIRCLE analysis

42.1% CIRCLE analysis

35.0% CIRCLE analysis
33.0% CIRCLE analysis
25.5% CIRCLE analysis
23.4% CIRCLE analysis
30.3% CIRCLE analysis
16.8% CIRCLE analysis
30.6% CIRCLE analysis
32.8% CIRCLE analysis
33.3% CIRCLE analysis

29.9% CIRCLE analysis
32.7% CIRCLE analysis

25.9% CIRCLE analysis
29.0% CIRCLE analysis
34.7% CIRCLE analysis
36.4% CIRCLE analysis
30.0% CIRCLE analysis
22.3% CIRCLE analysis

26.8% CIRCLE analysis
16.4% CIRCLE analysis

23.7% CIRCLE analysis
26.9% CIRCLE analysis

25.8% CIRCLE analysis
31.5% CIRCLE analysis

21.8% CIRCLE analysis
25.8% CIRCLE analysis

19.6% CIRCLE analysis
28.7% CIRCLE analysis
22.0% CIRCLE analysis
27.3% CIRCLE analysis
21.1% CIRCLE analysis

27.4% CIRCLE analysis
22.6% CIRCLE analysis

29.0% CIRCLE analysis

15.5% CIRCLE analysis
25.4% CIRCLE analysis

19.2% CIRCLE analysis

"Final Analysis of State-by-State Youth Voter Turnout Shows Increases 

Across the Country." CIRCLE. May 20, 2019. Accessed July 26, 2019.

https://civicyouth.org/final-analysis-of-state-by-state-youth-voter-

turnout-shows-increases-across-the-country/?cat_id=6.

http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
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File, Thom. "Voting in America: A Look at the 2016 Presidential Election." The United States Census Bureau. May 10, 2017. Accessed June 19, 2019. 

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/random-samplings/2017/05/voting_in_america.html.
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FIGURE 2.
Misra, Jordan. "Voter Turnout Rates Among All Voting Age and Major Racial and Ethnic Groups Were Higher Than in 2014." The United States 

Census Bureau. April 23, 2019. Accessed July 15, 2019. https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2019/04/behind-2018-united-states-midterm-

election-turnout.html.
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T o p  f i v e  t u r n o u t  r a t e s  f o r

s t a t e s  a n d  yo u t h  (a g e  18  -  29)
RANKED  BY  2014  AND  2018  MIDTERM  ELECTION  TURNOUT
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The  top  f ive  states ,

Washinton ,  D .C .  included ,

with  the  highest  turnout

rates  for  the  2018  midterm

election  is  comprised  of

Washington ,  D .C . ,

Wisconsin ,  Minnesota ,

Oregon ,  and  North  Dakota .

 

In  addition  to  their  top

turnout  rates ,  these  states

have  also  increased  their

voter  turnout  rate  between

the  2014  and  2018  midterm

elections .

FIGURE 2.
Frey, William H. Frey Analysis of US Census Bureau Current Population Survey 

Voting and Registration Supplement. May 2019. Raw data.
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B o t t o m  f i v e  t u r n o u t  r a t e s  f o r

s t a t e s  a n d  yo u t h  (a g e  18  -  29)
RANKED  BY  2014  AND  2018  MIDTERM  ELECTION  TURNOUT

The  bottom  f ive  states  with

the  lowest  turnout  rates  for

the  2018  midterm  election

include  Hawaii ,  Arkansas ,

Idaho ,  Wyoming ,  and  West

Virginia .

 

Although  West  Virginia

increased  i ts  voter  turnout

rate  between  the  2014  and

2018  midterm  elections ,  the

state  continues  to  have  the

lowest  voter  turnout  rate  for

the  youth  vote  in  America .
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FIGURE 3.
Frey, William H. Frey Analysis of US Census Bureau Current Population 

Survey Voting and Registration Supplement. May 2019. Raw data.
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http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/2018-voter-turnout-rose-dramatically-for-groups-favoring-democrats-census-confirms/
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t o p  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  yo u t h

v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  &  T u r n o u t

Soc ia l  Media

Reaches  more  prospect i ve  young  voters
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Governors  Cha l lenge
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Target  locat ions  with  high  populat ions  of  young

el ig ib le  voters

Volunteer
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7 TurboVote
Rock  the  Vote

Vote .org

Onl ine  reg is t rat ion  and  e lect ion  reminders

8 Nat iona l  Voter  Regist rat ion  Day

http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
https://civicyouth.org/five-takeaways-on-social-media-and-the-youth-vote-in-2018/
https://www.abts10.org/voting-challenge
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/news/news_releases/2017/03_mar28_gov.shtml
https://www.stltoday.com/pr/news/rockwood-student-wins-league-of-women-voters-of-missouri-poster/article_42eeda68-f19b-11e8-a298-5cb9017b9fe4.html
https://www.abts10.org/voting-challenge
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/grade-point/wp/2018/08/19/welcome-to-college-dont-forget-to-vote/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.4c4871236758
https://www.wisconsinwatch.org/2019/03/wisconsin-youth-vote-boosted-by-peer-persuasion-rallies-bounce-houses-but-can-gains-be-sustained/
https://www.mndaily.com/article/2018/11/3jrwohdsvokixn4
https://www.abts10.org/voting-challenge
http://www.montanakaimin.com/features/elections-cramming-your-midterms-study-guide/article_c7c2c874-cbe6-11e8-bd69-172106870951.html
https://www.thedp.com/article/2018/11/midterm-election-student-turnout-upenn-philadelphia-results-politics
https://www.sos.mo.gov/pollworker/students.asp
https://www.sos.mo.gov/pollworker/students.asp
https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/mock-election/#/landing
https://www.abts10.org/voting-challenge
https://www.okhighered.org/news-center/voice-voter.shtml
https://www.lasvegasnow.com/news/nextgen-nevada-registering-young-voters/
https://wtkr.com/2019/03/29/gov-northam-announces-2019-high-school-student-voter-education-week/
https://www.abts10.org/voting-challenge
http://www.elections.alaska.gov/Core/workers_youthambassadors.php
https://www.newsweek.com/pizza-polls-delivers-thousands-pizzas-waiting-voters-1203911
https://www.abts10.org/voting-challenge
https://turbovote.org/
https://www.rockthevote.org/
https://www.vote.org/
https://www.abts10.org/voting-challenge
https://www.studentslearnstudentsvote.org/national-voter-registration-day
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t o p  c h a l l e n g e s  f a c e d  by  yo u n g

v o t e r s
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http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/23/us/politics/voting-rights-alabama.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/03/us/voting-rights-states.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/georgia-election-fight-shows-that-black-voter-suppression-a-southern-tradition-still-flourishes
https://prospect.org/article/good-news-voting-wars
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/democracy/reports/2018/11/20/461296/voter-suppression-2018-midterm-elections/
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/politics/elections/2018/09/18/voter-registration-guide-absentee-ballots-kentucky-indiana/1273178002/
https://www.michigandaily.com/section/government/college-dems-lawsuit-brings-about-new-changes-promote-college-age-voting
http://campusvoteproject.org/mississippi/
https://www.dukechronicle.com/article/2018/12/north-carolina-voter-id-law-college-student-voting-identification
https://thinkprogress.org/native-americans-turned-out-in-record-numbers-to-vote-despite-north-dakotas-restrictive-id-laws-35ad1d116ec9/
https://scholars.org/brief/how-colleges-and-universities-can-increase-student-political-learning-and-voter-participation
https://www.dallasobserver.com/news/heres-how-texas-could-fix-its-non-voting-problem-10897070
https://www.acluutah.org/resources/articles-position-papers/item/1486-fighting-back-for-the-ballot
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2016/11/7/13545718/voter-suppression-early-voting-2016
https://www.jsonline.com/story/opinion/contributors/2018/09/30/voter-id-tied-lower-wisconsin-turnout/1480862002/
https://www.voteriders.org/big-surprise-alabama/
https://ctmirror.org/category/ct-viewpoints/on-improving-youth-voter-turnout-it-starts-with-us/
https://www.kansas.com/news/politics-government/article220998870.html
https://www.thenation.com/article/there-are-868-fewer-places-to-vote-in-2016-because-the-supreme-court-gutted-the-voting-rights-act/
https://pittnews.com/article/136880/opinions/north-carolina-voting-laws-suppress-minorities/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/23/us/politics/voting-rights-alabama.html
https://www.npr.org/2019/04/08/711169880/arizona-gop-lawmakers-propose-new-laws-to-remove-some-people-from-early-voting-l
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2019/3/6/18253689/voter-suppression-georgia-kemp-investigation-cummings
https://eji.org/news/voter-suppression-persists-through-purging
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/12/opinion/the-ohio-purge-and-the-future-of-voting.html
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/10/25/18010928/2018-midterm-elections-voting-rights-purges
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/democracy/reports/2018/11/20/461296/voter-suppression-2018-midterm-elections/
https://www.brennancenter.org/blog/voting-problems-2018
https://medium.com/@WADemocrats/stay-sharp-voter-suppression-in-washington-state-75eaefca8d33
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/college-game-plan/voting-hurdles-often-keep-college-students-away-ballot-box-n637046
https://www.idahostatesman.com/news/politics-government/election/article219675435.html
https://www.rockthevote.org/voting-information/louisiana/
https://www.inquirer.com/philly/news/pa-uocava-voters-unable-access-absentee-ballot-site-20181002.html
https://yaledailynews.com/blog/2018/11/07/long-lines-turn-away-voters/
https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/2018/11/07/elections-2018-louisville-jefferson-county-voter-turnout-high/1917409002/
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/race/news/2018/06/12/451979/5-ways-increase-voter-turnout-american-indian-alaska-native-communities/
https://www.orlandoweekly.com/Blogs/archives/2018/08/18/voting-rights-advocates-sue-32-florida-counties-for-not-providing-ballots-in-spanish
https://www.hcn.org/articles/tribal-affairs-5-obstacles-for-native-voters-in-the-november-election
https://www.hcn.org/articles/tribal-affairs-5-obstacles-for-native-voters-in-the-november-election


IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

s t r a t e g i e s  i m p l e m e n t e d  t o
i n c r e a s e  v o t i n g

STATE -LEVEL  ANALYSIS – –RANKED  BY  YOUTH  VOTER  TURNOUT

Civ ic  educat ion  at  l oca l  schoo l s

 

Tour  by  Park land  Shoot ing  surv i vors

 

Teacher  and  schoo l - l ed  reg i s t ra t ion  dr ives  at

loca l  char te r  and  publ ic  schoo l s

 

Howard  Univers i t y  passed  out  in fo rmat ion  about

the  vot ing  process  on  s tudents '  f i r s t  day

 
Many  campus  in i t i a t i ves  at  Howard ,  GW ,
Amer ican ,  Georgetown ,  Catho l ic ,  and  more

W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .
yo u t h  v o t e

No  representat ion  as  a  s ta te
CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

March  For  Our  L ives  movement

 

Pol i t i ca l l y  engaged  populat ion

OTHER  INFLUENCES

56.7%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

25.0%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#1
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds
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www .amer icaspromise .org /news /nat iona l -and - l oca l -e f fo r t s -urge -young -people -vote

www .vote 16usa .org /pro ject /wash ington -dc /

www .se rve .gwu .edu /gw -votes

www .wbur .org /hereandnow /2018 / 10 /22 /c iv ics -educat ion -youth - tu rnout

www .wash ingtonc i typaper .com /news / l oose - l ips /blog /21009855 /ear l y -vot ing -numbers -
suggest - l ow - tu rnout - in -dc -pr imar ies

www .patch .com /v i rg in ia / f a l l schurch /here -s -how -v i rg in ia -dc - ranked -voter -
tu rnout - l a s t -year

http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
http://www.americaspromise.org/news/national-and-local-efforts-urge-young-people-vote
http://www.vote16usa.org/project/washington-dc/
http://www.serve.gwu.edu/gw-votes
http://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2018/10/22/civics-education-youth-turnout
http://www.washingtoncitypaper.com/news/loose-lips/blog/21009855/early-voting-numbers-suggest-low-turnout-in-dc-primaries
http://www.patch.com/virginia/fallschurch/here-s-how-virginia-dc-ranked-voter-turnout-last-year


"Big  Ten "  vot ing  cha l lenge  between  univers i t i es

 
League  of  Women  Voters  host  vot ing  dr ives  at  high
schoo l s
 

Peer  out reach  at  Univers i t y  of  Wiscons in -Madison

to  inc rease  s tudent  voters

 

NextGen  Amer ica  events  in  youth -concent ra ted

areas

 

Wiscons in  Vote :  plat fo rm  fo r  e lect ion  in fo rmat ion

W i s c o n s i n
yo u t h  v o t e

St r ic t  voter  ID  l aws  may  discourage  tu rnout

Park land  Shoot ing  event

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUTH  VOTERS

OTHER  INFLUENCES

47.7%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

18.7%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#2
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds
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www .abts 10 .org /vot ing -cha l lenge
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www . j son l ine .com /s to ry /opin ion /cont r ibutors /2018 /09 /30 /voter - id - t ied - l ower -wiscons in -
tu rnout / 1480862002 /
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Secreta ry  of  State  organ ized  mock  e lect ion  fo r

h igh  schoo l s

 

Univers i t y  of  Minnesota  s tudents  go  door -

knock ing  &  ask  others  to  "pledge "  to  vote

 
Minnesota  Col lege  Bal lo t  Bowl :  s ta tewide
co l leg ia te  voter  reg i s t ra t ion  compet i t ion  at
publ ic ,  pr ivate ,  two -year  and  four -year  co l leges
and  univers i t y  campuses
 
"Big  Ten "  vot ing  cha l lenge  between  univers i t i es

M i n n e s o t a
Y o u t h  v o t e

St r ic t  voter  ID  l aws  may  discourage  tu rnout

High  l eve l  of  engagement  across  the  s ta te
 
No -excuse  absentee  ba l lo t s
 
Long  ear l y  vot ing  per iod
 
" I s sues  l i ke  gun  cont ro l ,  immigrat ion ,  abor t ion  or
reproduct i ve  hea l th "  inc rease  tu rnout  among
young  voters

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUTH  VOTERS

OTHER  INFLUENCES
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www .sos .s ta te .mn .us /e lect ions -vot ing /get - invo lved /minnesota -co l lege -ba l lo t -bowl /

www .nyt imes .com /2016 / 1 1 /05 /us /pol i t i c s /voter - tu rnout -minnesota .html
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why /416247753 /
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o r e g o n
yo u t h  v o t e

High  l eve l  of  engagement  across  the  s ta te
because  of  the  ease  of  vot ing

 
-  Automat ic  Voter  Regis t ra t ion
 
-  Al l  absentee  ba l lo t s
 
-  Pre - reg i s t ra t ion  fo r  persons  under  18  years
o ld

 
Voters  a l lowed  two  weeks  to  reso lve  a  s ignature
mismatch  a f te r  e lect ion  day
 
98%  of  voters  vote  by  mai l

OTHER  INFLUENCES
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olds

12.6%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#4
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29
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The  Bus  Pro ject :  organ izat ion  work ing  to  expand
vot ing  r ights ,  s impl i f y  the  vot ing  process ,  and
increase  reg i s t ra t ion  and  tu rnout

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

None  found .
CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUTH  VOTERS

S o u r c e s

www . thenat ion .com /ar t i c le /how -oregon - inc reased -voter - tu rnout -more - than -any -other -s ta te /

www .ncs l .org / research /e lect ions -and -campaigns /prereg i s t ra t ion - fo r -young -voters .aspx

ht tps : / /buspro ject .org /accompl i shments /

https : / /www .usnews .com /news /pol i t i c s /ar t i c les /2018 - 10 -30 /concerns -growing -over - re ject ions -of -vote -by -
mai l -ba l lo t s

ht tps : / /www .census .gov / l ib ra ry /s to r ies /2019 /04 /behind -2018 -uni ted -s ta tes -midterm -e lect ion - tu rnout .html

http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
https://busproject.org/accomplishments/
http://www.thenation.com/article/how-oregon-increased-voter-turnout-more-than-any-other-state/
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https://www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2018-10-30/concerns-growing-over-rejections-of-vote-by-mail-ballots
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2019/04/behind-2018-united-states-midterm-election-turnout.html


N o r t h  d a k o t a
yo u t h  v o t e

Vot ing  advocacy  groups  and  t r iba l  l eaders  worked
to  get  nat i ve  voters  the  t r iba l  IDs  needed  to
success fu l l y  cas t  a  ba l lo t
 
Stand ing  Rock  res idents  expressed  wi l l  to  have
the i r  vo ices  heard  and  the i r  r ight  to  vote
protected
 
Volunteers  went  door - to -door  to  educate  Nat ive
Amer icans
 
Tr ibes  waived  f ee  fo r  rese rvat ion  res idents  who
wanted  to  update  the i r  ID  cards
 
Statewide  Nat ive  Vote  e f fo r t

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

North  Dakota  l eg i s la ture  passed  a  l aw  requ i r ing
voters  to  present  IDs  with  a  res ident ia l  mai l ing
address  when  vot ing - -suppressed  Nat ive  Amer ican
voters
 
S ign i f i cant  t rave l  requ i red  of  nat i ve  amer icans  to
reach  pol l ing  places
 
Pol l ing  l ocat ion  on  or  near  rese rvat ions  were
re located  and /or  e l iminated

Turnout  inc rease  a f te r  f ea r s  of  suppress ion
 
People  do  not  need  to  reg i s te r  to  vote
 
State  of  di rect  democracy

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUTH  VOTERS

OTHER  INFLUENCES
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s o u r c e s

www .abcnews .go .com /Pol i t i c s /nor th -dakota - rese rvat ions - record -voter - tu rnout -amid - f ea r s /s to ry ? id=59038845
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www .grandforkshera ld .com /news /4531241 -nor th -dakota -midterm -e lect ion - tu rnout -highest - 1986

www .grandforkshera ld .com /news /4526124 -voter - tu rnout -high -across -nor th -dakota

Nova  Women 's  Summit  fo r  Pol i t i ca l  Engagement

www . th inkprogress .org /nat i ve -amer icans - tu rned -out - in - record -numbers - to -vote -desp i te -nor th -dakotas -
res t r i c t i ve - id - l aws -35ad1d1 16ec9 /

www .npr .org /2018 / 1 1 / 19 /669361542 /nat i ve -amer ican - tu rnout - in -nor th -dakota - reached -unprecedented - l eve l s -
in -midterms

http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
http://www.abcnews.go.com/Politics/north-dakota-reservations-record-voter-turnout-amid-fears/story?id=59038845
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/preregistration-for-young-voters.aspx
http://www.grandforksherald.com/news/4531241-north-dakota-midterm-election-turnout-highest-1986
http://www.grandforksherald.com/news/4526124-voter-turnout-high-across-north-dakota
http://www.thinkprogress.org/native-americans-turned-out-in-record-numbers-to-vote-despite-north-dakotas-restrictive-id-laws-35ad1d116ec9/
http://www.npr.org/2018/11/19/669361542/native-american-turnout-in-north-dakota-reached-unprecedented-levels-in-midterms


M i s s o u r i
yo u t h  v o t e

"Missour i  Youth  Elect ion  Par t ic ipants "  vo lunteer
to  work  at  the  pol l s  before  tu rn ing  18
 
"Kids  Vot ing  Missour i " :  par t ic ipat ing  s tudents
learn  about  government ,  democracy ,  vot ing ,  and
the  r ights  and  respons ib i l i t i e s  of  c i t i zensh ip
 
Statewide  poste r  contes t  to  promote  youth  voter
reg i s t ra t ion – –winn ing  poste r  sent  by  League  of
Women  Voters  to  every  high  schoo l  in  the  s ta te

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

Lawmakers  work ing  to  undo  voter  in i t i a t i ves  (ex .
red i s t r i c t ing )
 
I s sues  of  l ong  ba l lo t s ,  broken  machines ,  address
mix -ups ,  and  confus ing  ID  l aws
 
Ins tances  of  e lect ion  c le rks  f a l se l y  te l l ing  voters
that  photo  ID  i s  requ i red  to  cas t  ba l lo t
 
Ent i ty  sent  10 ,000  voters  f a l se  absentee  vot ing
in fo rmat ion

Quest ion  of  l ega l i z ing  mar i juana  on  ba l lo t  may
have  inc reased  tu rnout

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUTH  VOTERS

OTHER  INFLUENCES
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S o u r c e s
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poste r /ar t i c le_42eeda68 - f 19b - 1 1e8 -a298 -5cb9017b9fe4 .html

www .apnews .com /c30841ebbf0c4cb6bd7f57c8d666575d

www .news .s t lpub l ic rad io .org /post /missour i - l awmakers - l ook -undo -voter -approved - in i t i a t i ves#s t ream /0

www .kcur .org /post /missour i -voters - repor t - l ong - l ines -broken -machines -and -confus ion -over -photo - id -
l aw#s t ream /0

www .kansasc i ty .com /news /pol i t i c s -government /e lect ion /ar t i c le220334185 .html

http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
http://www.onestl.org/indicators/educated/metric/voter-participation
http://www.sos.mo.gov/pollworker/students.asp
http://www.kidsvotingmissouri.org/
http://www.lwvstl.org/
http://www.stltoday.com/pr/news/rockwood-student-wins-league-of-women-voters-of-missouri-poster/article_42eeda68-f19b-11e8-a298-5cb9017b9fe4.html
http://www.apnews.com/c30841ebbf0c4cb6bd7f57c8d666575d
http://www.news.stlpublicradio.org/post/missouri-lawmakers-look-undo-voter-approved-initiatives#stream/0
http://www.kcur.org/post/missouri-voters-report-long-lines-broken-machines-and-confusion-over-photo-id-law#stream/0
http://www.kansascity.com/news/politics-government/election/article220334185.html


V i r g i n i a
yo u t h  v o t e

Youth  Leadersh ip  In i t i a t i ve  with  UVA  completes
mock  e lect ions
 
Student - l ed  voter  reg i s t ra t ion  dr ives  in  high  schoo l s
 
High  Schoo l  Student  Voter  Educat ion  Week
 
League  of  Women  Voters  and  Fa i r fax  County  Publ ic
Schoo l s  High  Schoo l  Cha l lenge  to  reg i s te r  50% +  of
e l ig ib le  s tudents
 
NextGen  Vi rg in ia  work ing  to  inc rease  reg i s te red
voters
 
"Governors  Cha l lenge " :  schoo l s  rece ived  cer t i f i ca te
f rom  governor  i f  reg i s te r  65% +  of  e l ig ib le  s tudents
 
Stamps  g iven  to  s tudents  at  co l lege  outs ide  of  VA  to
reg i s te r  fo r  absentee  ba l lo t

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

Photo  ID  necessary  to  vote
 
State  requ i res  groups  submit t ing  25+  voter
reg i s t ra t ion  fo rms  to  reg i s te r  with  the  s ta te  &
reduced  amount  of  t ime  a l lowed  to  submit  fo rms
 
In  2013 ,  s ta te  used  a  crosscheck  database  to  t r y  to
ident i f y  voters  who  they  be l ieve  had  moved  out  of
s ta te  and  no  l onger  needed  to  be  on  the  ro l l s
 
From  2012  to  2016 ,  the  s ta te  i l l eg la l l y  removed
names  f rom  the  ro l l s
 
Bar r s  f e lons  to  vote  even  a f te r  complet ing
sentences

State  a l lows  re la t ionsh ips  between  campaigns
and  outs ide  organ izat ions :  "avo id  dupl icat ion
and  maximize  resources "
 
Elects  i t s  governors  in  odd  years ,  separate  f rom
nat iona l -e lect ions
 
DMV  a l lows  voter  reg i s t ra t ion  when  apply ing  fo r
l i cense
 
Long  in -person  reg i s t ra t ion ,  l ong  in -person
absentee  vot ing  per iod ,  and  onl ine  reg i s t ra t ion
ava i lab le

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUTH  VOTERS

OTHER  INFLUENCES
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S o u r c e s

www .youth leadersh ip .net / l ea rn ing -programs /mock -e lect ion /

www .nyt imes .com /2018 /05 /20 /us /pol i t i c s /young -voters - reg i s t ra t ion -park land .html

www .wtkr .com /2019 /03 /29 /gov -nor tham -announces -2019 -high -schoo l -s tudent -voter -educat ion -week /

www .s ta tes .aarp .org /v i rg in ia /e lect -commiss ioner -announces -high -schoo l -voter - reg i s t ra t ion -cha l lenge -
winners

www . lwv - f a i r fax .org /hscha l lenge

www . f reder icksburg .com /opin ion /ed i to r ia l s /ed i to r ia l -more -young -people - reg i s te red -but - they -need - to -
vote /ar t i c le_3b2e01d0 -b9d7 -563c -b019 -4038f88ba845 .html

www .whsv .com /content /news /Gov -McAul i f fe -announces -cha l lenge - to - inc rease -high -schoo l -voter -
reg i s t ra t ion -394453691 .html

www .da i l ypress .com /news /v i rg in ia /dp -nws -voter - reg i s t ra t ion - inc reases -midterms -2018101 1 -s to ry .html

www . theat lant ic .com /pol i t i c s /arch ive /2017 / 12 /spark ing -an -e lectora l - rev i va l - in -a labama /548504 /

www . r i chmond .com /news /v i rg in ia /government -pol i t i c s /v i rg in ia -e lect ion -of f i c ia l s - repor t - l ow -voter - tu rnout -
fo r - tuesday -s /ar t i c le_a4d5aaca -9b3a -5670 -bbd4 -703acbd1 fd78 .html

www .vaper fo rms .v i rg in ia .gov /GovCi t i zens_voterReg i s t ra t ion .c fm

www .center fo rpo l i t i c s .org /y l i .html

www .vox .com /pol icy -and -pol i t i c s /2016 / 1 1 /7 / 1 3545718 /voter -suppress ion -ear l y -vot ing -2016

www .newrepubl ic .com /ar t i c le / 145820 /v i rg in ia - taught -democrats -winn ing -back -s ta tes

www .ac luva .org /en /news /v i rg in ias -voter - id - l aw -dispropor t ionate ly -a f fects -minor i t i es -make -sure -you -have -
accepted - id

www .vox .com /pol icy -and -pol i t i c s /2018 / 10 /25 / 18010928 /2018 -midterm -e lect ions -vot ing - r ights -purges

www . theda i l ybeast .com / republ icans -have -a -secret -weapon - in - the -midterms -voter -suppress ion
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http://www.dailypress.com/news/virginia/dp-nws-voter-registration-increases-midterms-20181011-story.html
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/12/sparking-an-electoral-revival-in-alabama/548504/
http://www.richmond.com/news/virginia/government-politics/virginia-election-officials-report-low-voter-turnout-for-tuesday-s/article_a4d5aaca-9b3a-5670-bbd4-703acbd1fd78.html
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http://www.centerforpolitics.org/yli.html
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C o l o r a d o
yo u t h  v o t e

New  Era  Colorado :  organ izat ion  to  inc rease  youth
voters  and  source  of  repor t ing
 
State  engagement  by  Insp i re  US  organ izat ion
 
Univers i t y  of  Colorado  Boulder  s tudent  in i t i a t i ve
to  inc rease  tu rnout

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

61 ,000  Adams  County  ba l lo t s  placed  in  s to rage
ins tead  of  get t ing  mai led  to  voters
 
Worr ies  among  voters  whose  drop -of f  s i tes  blur
county  l ines  that  the i r  ba l lo t s  might  not  be
counted
 
Prob lem  of  defect i ve  barcodes  in  past  e lect ion

Al l -mai l  ba l lo t  sys tem
 
93 .5%  voters  vote  by  mai l
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OTHER  INFLUENCES
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M o n t a n a
yo u t h  v o t e

Many  pol l ing  l ocat ions  in  high  schoo l s
 
Univers i t y  of  Montana 's  publ icat ion  re leases  a
voter  gu ide  fo r  s tudents ;  other  webs i tes  l i ke
votesmart .com  are  suggested  to  prov ide  a  wider
se lect ion  of  top ics  with  in fo rmat ion

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

Pol l ing  s ta t ions  have  tu rned  away  Nat ive
Amer ican  voters

F requent  "hot  button  i s sues "  and  "c lose  races "
 
Al lows  young  voters  to  reg i s te r  i f  they  wi l l  be  18
years  o ld  in  next  e lect ion
 
Late  voter  reg i s t ra t ion  ava i lab le
 
No -excuse  absentee  ba l lo t s  ava i lab le

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUTH  VOTERS

OTHER  INFLUENCES
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N e w  H a m p s h i r e
yo u t h  v o t e

Targeted  by  NextGen  Amer ica :  $32 ,000  spent  in
NH  to  ta rget  38 ,000  voters
 
New  Hampsh i re  Youth  Movement :  s ta te -spec i f i c
organ izat ion  to  inc rease  youth  voters
 
High  schoo l  and  co l lege  s tudents  j o in  Get  Out
The  Vote  e f fo r t s  across  the  s ta te

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

Recent  in i t i a t i ves  emerged  that  would  make
co l lege  s tudents '  access  to  vot ing  more  di f f i cu l t

Automat ic  Voter  Regis t ra t ion
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A l a s k a
yo u t h  v o t e

A  compet i t ion  was  in t roduced  where  winners
determined  by  the  greates t  inc rease  in  voter
turnout  between  the  2016  and  2016  genera l
e lect ion ;  $ 10000  f i r s t  place  pr ize  and  $5000
second  place
 
Youth  Voter  Ambassador  program  ex i s t s  to  he lp
voter  tu rnout  ra tes  by  hav ing  s tudents '  work  at
po l l ing  l ocat ions  and  l ea rn  about  the
democrat ic  sys tem
 
League  of  Women  Voters  vo lunteers  v i s i t  hard -
to - reach  high  schoo l s  in  Juneau

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

Fa i lu re  to  prov ide  t rans la ted  vot ing  in fo rmat ion
on  ba l lo t s  and  at  pol l ing  places
 
Suppl ies  voter  reg i s t ra t ion  fo rms  in  high  schoo l s ,
yet  not  passed  out  in  c lasses  or  assemblys  and  not
mandatory

Automat ic  Voter  Regis t ra t ion
 
Anchorage  has  a  vote -at -home  program
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W a s h i n g t o n
yo u t h  v o t e

Student  Mock  Elect ion  open  to  a l l  k ids
(grades  K  -  12 )

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

Fa l se  mai l ing  to ld  voters  to  wr i te  in  candidates
on  the i r  ba l lo t s  who  were  not  runn ing  fo r  of f i ce

Automat ic  Voter  Regis t ra t ion
 
Prepa id  postage
 
State  Vot ing  Rights  Act  that  seeks  to  abo l i sh  at -
l a rge  vot ing
 
Pre - reg i s t ra t ion  ava i lab le
 
98 .6%  voters  vote  by  mai l
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G e o r g i a
yo u t h  v o t e

Georg ia  Youth  Agenda  sought  to  reg i s te r  more  18
and  19  year  o lds  by  ask ing  communi t ies  (such  as
soror i t i es ,  f ra te rn i t ies ,  high  schoo l s ,  and  others )
to  throw  voter  reg i s t ra t ion  par t ies
 
Georg ia  State  Univers i t y  had  2  days  with  ear l y
po l l ing  s ta t ions  and  threw  a  carn iva l  and
break fas t  to  inc rease  tu rnout  to  the  pol l ing
locat ions
 
"Al l  publ ic  schoo l s  in  the  s ta te  of  Georg ia  are
requ i red  to  of fe r  voter  reg i s t ra t ion  to  s tudents ,
teachers ,  and  schoo l  employees "  because  of  an
in i t ia t i ve  s ta r ted  by  the  Secreta ry  of  State
 
Student -or iented  webs i te  about  voter  reg i s t ra t ion

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

Removed  1  mil l ion+   names  f rom  the  s ta te ’s  voter
ro l l s  between  2012  and  2016
 
State  l aw  requ i r ing  voter  reg i s t ra t ion  in fo rmat ion
to  match  DMV  or  Soc ia l  Secur i ty  Admin i s t ra t ion
data  exact l y
 
100 ,000  votes  not  recorded  fo r  the  s ta te ’s
L ieutenant  Governor  e lect ion
 
Had  not  approved  53 ,000  voter  reg i s t ra t ions ,  most
f i l ed  by  Afr ican  Amer icans

C lose  races  l ead  to  higher  tu rnout
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K a n s a s
yo u t h  v o t e

Incorporated  Kids  Vot ing  USA  c iv ics  educat ion
model  in to  publ ic  schoo l  cur r i cu lum
 
League  of  Women  Voters  prov ided  ba l lo t  gu ides

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

Pol l ing  places  handed  out  incor rect  ba l lo t s
 
In  2016 ,  Kansas  discarded  prov i s iona l  ba l lo t s  at  a
very  high  ra te
 
St r ic t  voter  ID  requ i rements
 
Ford  County  re located  i t s  only  pol l ing  place  f rom
a  cent ra l  l ocat ion  to  l ocat ion  outs ide  c i ty  l imi t s

Able  to  reg i s te r  i f  18  years  o ld  by  next  e lect ion
 
Al lows  vote -at -home
 
Prev ious  l aw  requ i r ing  proof  of  
c i t i zensh ip  ru led  unconst i tut iona l
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R h o d e  i s l a n d
yo u t h  v o t e

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

Onl ine  and  ear l y  vot ing  opt ions  proven  he lp fu l  to
expand  youth  vot ing
 
Automat ic  Voter  Regis t ra t ion
 
Pre - reg i s t ra t ion  ava i lab le  at  16  years  o ld
 
Right  to  vote  res to red  a f te r  incarcerat ion
 
Completes  " r i sk - l imi t ing  audi t "  to  conf i rm  cor rect
e lect ion  resu l t s

Po l l ing  l ocat ions  accept  s tudent  IDs
 
State  prov ides  IDs  f ree  of  cost  to  anyone  who  does
not  have  one  a l ready
 
Pre -vot ing  age  par t ic ipants  at  pol l ing  l ocat ions  i s
funded  by  government
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http://www.neighborhoodindicators.org/sites/default/files/publications/Issue_Brief_11_30_2015.pdf
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C a l i f o r n i a
yo u t h  v o t e

Col lege  Bal lo t  Bowl :  compet i t ion  between  s ta te
co l leges  to  see  which  one  can  reg i s te r  the  most
voters
 
UC  Santa  Cruz  and  Merced  s tudents  l ead
workshops  to  he lp  young  people  connect  i s sues
they  are  pass ionate  about  to  the  candidates  who
are  f ight ing  fo r  them
 
Power  Cal i fo rn ia :  organ izat ion  that  seeks  to
increase  young ,  minor i ty  voters
 
Elect ion  of f i c ia l s  l aunch ing  new  e f fo r t  to  f ight
d i s in fo rmat ion  campaigns

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

Threw  out  45 ,000+  ba l lo t s  in  the  2016  Pres ident ia l
e lect ion  because  of  handwr i t ing  mismatches

C lose  races  l ead  to  higher  tu rnout
 
Ear l y  vot ing  ava i lab le  29  days  before  the  e lect ion
 
16 - 17  year  o lds  can  pre - reg i s te r  to  vote

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUTH  VOTERS

OTHER  INFLUENCES

38.1%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

21.5%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#16
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds
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200000 /602868
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U t a h
yo u t h  v o t e

Hinck ley  Ins t i tu te  of  Pol i t i c s  reaches  out  to
h igh  schoo l s  to  educate ,  in fo rm ,  and
encourage  young  voters
 
S ince  2012 ,  Lt .  Governor  has  awarded  the
“Campus  Cup ”  to  the  univers i t y  or  co l lege  that
reg i s te r s  the  most  voters

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

Many  voters  must  t rave l  l ong  dis tances  to  reach
po l l ing  places
 
L imi ted  ear l y  vot ing
 
Requi res  photo  ID

Youngest  s ta te  in  the  US  by  median  age
 
Bal lo t  in i t i a t i ves  e f fect  tu rnout
 
Only  some  count ies  vote  by  mai l
 
Same -day  reg i s t ra t ion
 
Passed  ba l lo t  in i t i a t i ve  that  wi l l  create
independent  red i s t r i c t ing  commiss ions  to
determine  congress iona l  dis t r i c t s

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUTH  VOTERS

OTHER  INFLUENCES
38.0%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

21.0%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#17
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds
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www .democracychron ic les .org /utah -voter - tu rnout - jumps /
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C o n n e c t i c u t
yo u t h  v o t e

Shutt les  at  UConn  take  s tudents  to  neares t
vot ing  place

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

No  pol l ing  l ocat ions  on  Univers i t y  of
Connect icut  campus
 
Voters  spent  hours  in  l ine  at  some  pol l ing
locat ions

Onl ine  voter  reg i s t ra t ion  ava i lab le
 
Excuse  necessary  fo r  absentee  ba l lo t
 
Elect ion  day  voter  reg i s t ra t ion

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUTH  VOTERS

OTHER  INFLUENCES

37.8%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

14.5%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#18
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turnout among 18 - 29

year olds
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N e w  j e r s e y
yo u t h  v o t e r s

RUVOTING  by  Rutgers  Univers i t y  i s  a  campus -
wide  in i t i a t i ve  to  reg i s te r  and  educate
s tudents  on  upcoming  e lect ions
 
New  Jersey  Bal lo t  Bowl :  non -par t i san ,
s ta tewide  co l leg ia te  voter  reg i s t ra t ion
compet i t ion
 
Senator  Murphy  work ing  to  g ive  people  f ewer
reasons  not  to  vote
 
"Big  Ten "  vot ing  cha l lenge  between
univers i t i es

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

Mis lead ing  mai l - in  ba l lo t  in fo rmat ion  sent
to  voters

Automat ic  Voter  Regis t ra t ion
 
Mai l - in  ba l lo t s
 
Inc reased  pol i t i ca l  in te res t
 
Compet i t i ve  races  inc rease  tu rnout

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

OTHER  INFLUENCES

37.8%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

23.1%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#19
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2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

s o u r c e s
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M a s s a c h u s e t t s
yo u t h  v o t e

Massvote :  organ izat ion  to  inc rease  awareness
and  f a i rness  in  MA  e lect ions
 
 
Ef fo r t s  are  be ing  made  to  ins ta te  a  c iv ics
cur r i cu lum  in  schoo l s  and  univers i t i es

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

Some  voters  rece ived  text  messages  that
inc luded  incor rect  in fo rmat ion  about  pol l ing
locat ions ;  l ed  people  to  go  to  wrong  pol l ing
p laces

Pre - reg i s t ra t ion
 
Automat ic  Voter  Regis t ra t ion  wi l l  beg in  in
2020

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

OTHER  INFLUENCES

37.7%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

15.5%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#20
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds
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M a r y l a n d
yo u t h  v o t e

In fo rmat ion  prov ided  to  voters  by  Rock  the
Vote
 
Fa i r  Vote  seeks  to  protect  youth  vot ing
r ights
 
New  Voters  Pro ject :  organ izat ion  that
reg i s te r s  and  encourages  tu rnout
 
Greater  Bal t imore  Urban  League  pledges
f ree  r ides  to  the  pol l s  fo r  hundreds  of
voters
 
Univers i t y  of  Mary land  coa l i t ion  reg i s te r s
vote rs
 
Al l  In  Campus  Democracy  Cha l lenge :
compet i t ion  among  co l leges  and
univers i t i es  in  the  s ta te  to  reg i s te r  voters
and  encourage  tu rnout
 
"Big  Ten "  vot ing  cha l lenge  between
univers i t i es

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

The  s ta te  Motor  Vehic le  Admin i s t ra t ion
fa i led  to  t ransmit  updated  voter
in fo rmat ion  to  the  s ta te  Board  of  Elect ions ;
hindered  some  voters ’  ab i l i t y  to  cas t  ba l lo t

Lowered  vot ing  age  to  16  in  c i ty  of  Tacoma
Park  fo r  l oca l  e lect ions

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

OTHER  INFLUENCES

37.1%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

10.5%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#21
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

s o u r c e s
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nonpro f i t s -urge -mary landers - to -get - to - the -pol l s -no -matter - the -weather&cat id=8& I temid=285

www .dbknews .com /2018 /09 / 10 /umd -midterm -e lect ions -voter - reg i s t ra t ion - te rps -vote /

www . l oyo la .edu / j o in -us /vote
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M i c h i g a n
yo u t h  v o t e

"Turn  up  Turnout " :  organ izat ion  at  Mich igan
Univers i t y  that  works  s ign  s tudents  up  to
reg i s te r  on  TurboVote ,  reminds  s tudents  of
upcoming  e lect ions ,  and  ass i s t s  s tudents  in
acqu i r ing  absentee  ba l lo t s
 
Univers i t y  par t ic ipated  in  the  "Big  Ten "
vot ing  cha l lenge
 
Secreta ry  of  State  i s  work ing  to  make  out -of -
s ta te  co l lege  s tudents  ab le  to  vote  more
eas i l y
 
Detro i t  Branch  of  the  NAACP  conducts  "Take
Your  So les  to  the  Pol l s "  in i t i a t i ve
 
Detro i t  Branch  of  the  NAACP  knocks  on  doors
and  make  persona l  v i s i t s  to  res idents  in
a reas  with  high  voter  reg i s t ra t ion ,  but  l ow
voter  tu rnout

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

Exact -match  vot ing  l aw  suspended  53 ,000
voter - reg i s t ra t ion  appl icat ions
 
Univers i t y  of  Mich igan  and  Mich igan  State
Univers i t y  have  f i l ed  a  f edera l  l awsu i t  aga ins t
the  Secreta ry  of  State  over  a  s ta te  e lect ion
law  that  requ i res  voters  to  reg i s te r  at  the
address  on  the i r  dr ive r ’s  l i cense

Onl ine  and  same -day  voter  reg i s t ra t ion
 
Mar i juana  top ic  on  ba l lo t  inc reased  youth
voter  tu rnout

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

OTHER  INFLUENCES

37.1%
2018 midterm
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olds

15.9%
increase in turnout
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#22
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s o u r c e s
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www .mich igan .gov /sos /0 ,4670 ,7 - 127 - -499139 - - ,00 .html

www .mich iganda i l y .com /sect ion /government /co l lege -dems - l awsu i t -br ings -about -new -changes -promote -
co l lege -age -vot ing

www .mich iganda i l y .com /sect ion /government /univers i t y -pushes -mult ip le -vot ing - in i t i a t i ves -november -
e lect ions

www .knowledgecenter .csg .org /kc /content /get t ing -out -youth -vote - four - t rends - tu rnout -s ta te -programs -and -
new - l aws -and - l eg i s la t ion

www .apnews .com /03953e66f7414 1509c4ac5ea7597d7fc

www .academeblog .org /2018 /09 /01 /mich igan -co l lege -s tudents - f i l e -su i t -aga ins t -voter -suppress ion -measures /

www .mich iganchron ic le .com /2018 / 10 /24 /det ro i t -naacp - f ights -back -aga ins t -voter -suppress ion /
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http://www.sites.lsa.umich.edu/tut/
http://www.sites.lsa.umich.edu/tut/initiatives/
http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127--499139--,00.html
http://www.michigandaily.com/section/government/college-dems-lawsuit-brings-about-new-changes-promote-college-age-voting
http://www.michigandaily.com/section/government/university-pushes-multiple-voting-initiatives-november-elections
http://www.knowledgecenter.csg.org/kc/content/getting-out-youth-vote-four-trends-turnout-state-programs-and-new-laws-and-legislation
http://www.apnews.com/03953e66f74141509c4ac5ea7597d7fc
http://www.academeblog.org/2018/09/01/michigan-college-students-file-suit-against-voter-suppression-measures/
http://www.michiganchronicle.com/2018/10/24/detroit-naacp-fights-back-against-voter-suppression/
http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/


A r i z o n a

yo u t h  v o t e

NexGen  i s  spending  $2M  to  inc rease
youth  voter  tu rnout
 
ASU  i s  beg inn ing  vot ing  on  campus

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

Photo  ID  requ i red
 
Proof  of  c i t i zensh ip  requ i red
 
Some  AZ  representat i ves  are  work ing  to  make
i t  more  di f f i cu l t  to  of fe r  ear l y  vot ing
 
Vio la ted  the  Nat iona l  Voter  Regis t ra t ion  Act
through  f a i lu re  to  update  addresses
 
In i t i a t i ve  that  wants  count ies  to  purge  people
f rom  that  l i s t  i f  they  don ' t  vote  us ing  an  ear l y
ba l lo t  in  two  consecut i ve  e lect ion  cyc les
 
Insp i re  US  focused  on  high  schoo l  vot ing
 

Onl ine  and  same -day  voter  reg i s t ra t ion
 
Mar i juana  top ic  on  ba l lo t  inc reased
youth  voter  tu rnout
 
No -excuse  absentee  ba l lo t s  ava i lab le

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

OTHER  INFLUENCES

36.3%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

19.9%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#23
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

s o u r c e s

www .azcap i to l t imes .com /news /2018 /04 /09 /ar i zona - tom -s teyer -democrat -
mil l ions -coming - to -youth -vote - in i t i a t i ve /

www .nyt imes .com /2019 /06 /03 /us /vot ing - r ights -s ta tes .html

www .npr .org /2019 /04 /22 /714950127 /a f te r -democrats -surged - in -2018 - republ ican -
run -s ta tes -eye -new -curbs -on -vot ing

www . tucsonweek ly .com /TheRange /arch ives /2018 / 10 / 10 /nextgen -ar i zona -
reg i s te r s -21051 -young -voters

www .asunow .asu .edu /20181 101 -ar i zona - impact -soc ia l -vot ing -pol l ing -campus -
cou ld - inc rease -voter - tu rnout

www .ac lu .org /blog /vot ing - r ights / f ight ing -voter -suppress ion /ar i zona -cou ld - i l l ega l l y -disenf ranch i se -500000 -
or -more

www .npr .org /2019 /04 /08 /71 1 169880 /ar i zona -gop - l awmakers -propose -new - l aws - to - remove -some -people -
f rom -ear l y -vot ing - l

www .hcn .org /ar t i c les /e lect ion -2018 - i s -ar i zona -purpose ly -keep ing -minor i ty -voters - f rom - the -pol l s

www .azcent ra l .com /s to ry /opin ion /op -ed /e j -mont in i /2019 /02 / 19 /voter -suppress ion - reg i s t ra t ion -ar i zona -
l eg i s la ture /2912790002 /

www . l a t imes .com /nat ion / l a -na -ar i zona -vot ing -20170503 -s to ry .html
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http://www.azcapitoltimes.com/news/2018/04/09/arizona-tom-steyer-democrat-millions-coming-to-youth-vote-initiative/
http://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/03/us/voting-rights-states.html
http://www.npr.org/2019/04/22/714950127/after-democrats-surged-in-2018-republican-run-states-eye-new-curbs-on-voting
http://www.tucsonweekly.com/TheRange/archives/2018/10/10/nextgen-arizona-registers-21051-young-voters
http://www.asunow.asu.edu/20181101-arizona-impact-social-voting-polling-campus-could-increase-voter-turnout
http://www.aclu.org/blog/voting-rights/fighting-voter-suppression/arizona-could-illegally-disenfranchise-500000-or-more
http://www.npr.org/2019/04/08/711169880/arizona-gop-lawmakers-propose-new-laws-to-remove-some-people-from-early-voting-l
http://www.hcn.org/articles/election-2018-is-arizona-purposely-keeping-minority-voters-from-the-polls
http://www.azcentral.com/story/opinion/op-ed/ej-montini/2019/02/19/voter-suppression-registration-arizona-legislature/2912790002/
http://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-arizona-voting-20170503-story.html
http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/


V e r m o n t

yo u t h  v o t e

High  schoo l s  are  di l igent  about  remind ing
students  to  reg i s te r  to  vote  through  onl ine
methods
 
In  high  schoo l s ,  voter  reg i s t ra t ion  cards  are
passed  out  at  graduat ion  or  at  s tudent 's  18 th
b i r thdays

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

Voter  pre - reg i s t ra t ion
 
VT  found  that  96%  of  s tudents  who
par t ic ipated  in  at  l eas t  one  mock  e lect ion
repor ted  plann ing  to  vote  in  other  e lect ions
 
No  ID  requ i red

OTHER  INFLUENCES

36.0%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

24.0%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#24
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

www . funderscommit tee .org / f i l e s /high_schoo l_voter_ reg i s t ra t ion_programs .pdf

www .amer icanprogress .org / i s sues /democracy / repor t s /2018 /07 / 1 1 /453319 / inc reas ing -voter -par t ic ipat ion -
amer ica /

www .demos .org /pol icy -br ie f s /mil l ions -pol l s -pre - reg i s t ra t ion - 16 -and - 17 -year -o lds

www . rockthevote .org /vot ing - in fo rmat ion /vermont /

s o u r c e s

www .gu inncenter .org /wp -content /uploads /2018 / 10 /Guinn -Center -Q5 -AVR -2018 .pdf
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http://www.funderscommittee.org/files/high_school_voter_registration_programs.pdf
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/democracy/reports/2018/07/11/453319/increasing-voter-participation-america/
http://www.demos.org/policy-briefs/millions-polls-pre-registration-16-and-17-year-olds
http://www.rockthevote.org/voting-information/vermont/
http://www.guinncenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Guinn-Center-Q5-AVR-2018.pdf
http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/


I o w a

Y o u t h  v o t e

NexGen  I owa  work ing  to  inc rease  youth  vot ing
 
Voter  Ready  out reach  in i t i a t i ve  seeks  to
in fo rm  I owans  about  e lect ion  l aw  changes
 
AccessP lus :  app  to  prove  that  voters  l i ve  there
i f  i t  i s  not  on  cur rent  ID
 
In fo rmat ion  ava i lab le  to  s tudents  on
Univers i t y  of  I owa  webs i te  about  reg i s te r ing
and  pol l ing  l ocat ions
 
"Big  Ten "  vot ing  cha l lenge  between
univers i t i es

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

Accord ing  to  a  s tudy  completed  by  Tuf t s
Un ivers i t y ,  I owa 's  f i r s t  congress iona l  dis t r i c t
races  i s  most  in f luenced  by  the  youth  vote
 
Pre - reg i s t ra t ion  ava i lab le
 
People  without  IDs  are  a l lowed  to  submit
prov i s iona l  ba l lo t s  and  fo l low  up  l a te r
 
No -excuse  absentee  ba l lo t s  ava i lab le

OTHER  INFLUENCES

36.0%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

12.0%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#25
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

I owa  State  Univers i t y  IDs  not  accepted
because  i t  does  not  have  an  exp i ra t ion  date
 
Bi l l  proposed  to  block  s tudents  f rom  vot ing
ear l y  on  campus
 
Out -of -s ta te  dr ive r s  l i censes  and  s tudent  IDs
not  accepted  at  pol l ing  l ocat ions

s o u r c e s

www .desmoines reg i s te r .com /s to ry /news /pol i t i c s /2019 /01 / 1 1 /youth -voter -engagement -ba l lo t -e lect ion -
nextgen - i owa -age -2018 -midterms -2020 -secreta ry -of -s ta te - t rump /2539943002 /

www .whotv .com /2018 / 1 1 /02 / the -youth -vote -matters - in - i owa -so -wi l l - they -actua l l y -vote /

www .voter iders .org /ufaqs / i owa -voter - id - in fo rmat ion /

www .sos . i owa .gov /news /2018_01_ 10 .html

www .dos .uiowa .edu /pol ic ies /voter - reg i s t ra t ion /

www .desmoines reg i s te r .com /s to ry /opin ion /ed i to r ia l s /2019 /03 / 14 /gop - i owa - republ icans -voter -suppress ion -
e lect ions -ed i to r ia l /3 132326002 /

www . i owastateda i l y .com /news /advocacy -groups - f ea r - i owa -voter - id - l aws -disenf ranch i se -
s tudents /ar t i c le_57 f9a934 -d0b6 - 1 1e8 -8196 -2b98c3dd6fca .html

www .sos . i owa .gov /e lect ions /voter in fo rmat ion /co l leges tudents .html

www . ins ide . i a s ta te .edu /ar t i c le /2018 /07 / 12 /voter reg i s t ra t ion

www .ncs l .org / research /e lect ions -and -campaigns /absentee -and -ear l y -vot ing .aspx
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http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/politics/2019/01/11/youth-voter-engagement-ballot-election-nextgen-iowa-age-2018-midterms-2020-secretary-of-state-trump/2539943002/
http://www.whotv.com/2018/11/02/the-youth-vote-matters-in-iowa-so-will-they-actually-vote/
http://www.voteriders.org/ufaqs/iowa-voter-id-information/
http://www.sos.iowa.gov/news/2018_01_10.html
http://www.dos.uiowa.edu/policies/voter-registration/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/opinion/editorials/2019/03/14/gop-iowa-republicans-voter-suppression-elections-editorial/3132326002/
http://www.iowastatedaily.com/news/advocacy-groups-fear-iowa-voter-id-laws-disenfranchise-students/article_57f9a934-d0b6-11e8-8196-2b98c3dd6fca.html
http://www.sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/collegestudents.html
http://www.inside.iastate.edu/article/2018/07/12/voterregistration
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/absentee-and-early-voting.aspx
http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/


M a i n e

yo u t h  v o t e

Voter  Act i vat ion  Network :  organ izat ion  that
encourages  young  people  to  vote
 
Al lows  pr i soners  to  vote
 
State  Depar tment  of  Educat ion  incorporates
c iv ics  and  vot ing  in to  Soc ia l  Stud ies
c i r r i cu lum

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

No  voter  ID  or  address  requ i red
 
Automat ic  Voter  Regis t ra t ion
 
Mar i juana  on  ba l lo t  inc reased  tu rnout
 
Pre - reg i s t ra t ion
 
Ranked  Choice  Elect ions  seem  to  be  more
popula r  with  young  voters
 
Same -day  reg i s t ra t ion

OTHER  INFLUENCES

35.9%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

4.4%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#26
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

I s sues  of  purg ing

s o u r c e s

www . i vn .us /2018 / 1 1 /06 /maine - record -midterm - tu rnout -expected -his to r ic - ranked -cho ice -vot ing -e lect ions /

www .ncs l .org / research /e lect ions -and -campaigns /prereg i s t ra t ion - fo r -young -voters .aspx

www .brook ings .edu /blog / f i xgov /2016 / 10 /28 /cannab is -coat ta i l s /

www .mainecampus .com /2018 /09 /pol i t i ca l -out reach -program -energ izes -young -voters /

www . themainewi re .com /2019 /06 /maine -now -has -automat ic -voter - reg i s t ra t ion -how -wi l l - the -new -sys tem -
impact -our -e lect ions /

www .ac lumaine .org /en /news /what -voter -suppress ion -harassment -and - in t imidat ion - l ook -what -do - i f -you -
encounter - them

www .e j i .org /news /voter -suppress ion -pers i s t s - through -purg ing

www .c iv icyouth .org /2018 -youth - tu rnout - inc reased - in -every -s ta te - fo r -which -we -have -data /

www .nonpro f i t vote .org /documents /2017 /03 /amer ica -goes -pol l s -2016 .pdf /
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http://www.ivn.us/2018/11/06/maine-record-midterm-turnout-expected-historic-ranked-choice-voting-elections/
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/preregistration-for-young-voters.aspx
http://www.brookings.edu/blog/fixgov/2016/10/28/cannabis-coattails/
http://www.mainecampus.com/2018/09/political-outreach-program-energizes-young-voters/
http://www.themainewire.com/2019/06/maine-now-has-automatic-voter-registration-how-will-the-new-system-impact-our-elections/
http://www.aclumaine.org/en/news/what-voter-suppression-harassment-and-intimidation-look-what-do-if-you-encounter-them
http://www.eji.org/news/voter-suppression-persists-through-purging
http://www.civicyouth.org/2018-youth-turnout-increased-in-every-state-for-which-we-have-data/
http://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2017/03/america-goes-polls-2016.pdf/
http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/


P e n n s y l v a n i a

yo u t h  v o t e

NextGen  Pennsy lvan ia  hosted  fundra i se r s  and
events  to  inc rease  youth  invo lvement  in  the
e lect ions
 
Penn  Leads  the  Vote :  organ izat ion  at  Penn
State  that  focuses  on  inc reas ing  s tudent
engagement  by  host ing  dorm  compet i t ions
 
High  schoo l s  prov ide  voter  reg i s t ra t ion
oppor tun i t ies
 
Elect ion  Protect ion :  organ izat ion  that  works  to
ensure  a l l  e l ig ib le  voters  are  ab le  to  cas t  a
ba l lo t  that  gets  counted
 
"Big  Ten "  vot ing  cha l lenge  between
univers i t i es

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

In tense  f ee l ings  about  the  Park land  Shoot ing
increased  youth  voter  tu rnout
 
Automat ic  Voter  Regis t ra t ion  unava i lab le
 
No  pre - reg i s t ra t ion

OTHER  INFLUENCES

35.8%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

18.2%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#27
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

Leg i s la tures  have  c la imed  that  cheat ing
at  the  ba l lo t  box  i s  a  rout ine  occur rence
 
Thousands  of  reg i s te red  Pennsy lvan ia
voters  who  l i ve  outs ide  the  US  were
b locked  f rom  access ing  absentee  ba l lo t s
on  the  s ta te 's  webs i te

www . thedp .com /ar t i c le /2018 / 1 1 /midterm -e lect ion -s tudent - tu rnout -upenn -phi lade lph ia - resu l t s -pol i t i c s

www . theph i lade lph iac i t i zen .org / ideas -we -shou ld -s tea l -more -young -voters /

www .whyy .org /ar t i c les /pa - takes -center -s tage - in -e f fo r t s - to - tu rn -out -young -voters /

s o u r c e s

www .nbcnews .com /news / l a t ino /youth - l a t ino -mobi l i za t ion -pa id -midterms -now -groups -gear -2020 -n934516

www . funderscommit tee .org / f i l e s /high_schoo l_voter_ reg i s t ra t ion_programs .pdf
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www .phi l l yvo ice .com /s ta te - rep -wants -pennsy lvan ia -embrace -automat ic -voter - reg i s t ra t ion /

www .keys tonevotes .org /youth -prereg i s t ra t ion

www . inqu i re r .com /phi l l y /news /pa -uocava -voters -unable -access -absentee -ba l lo t -s i te -20181002 .html

www .ac lupa .org / i s sues /vot ing i s sues

www .nyt imes .com /2016 /09 / 17 /us /some - republ icans -acknowledge - l eve rag ing -voter - id - l aws - fo r -pol i t i ca l -
ga in .html

www .bi l l ypenn .com /2018 /07 /30 /young -and -na ive - ins ide -pennsy lvan ias -nat ion - l ead ing -youth -voter -surge /

www . inqu i re r .com /phi l l y /news /midterm -e lect ion -youth -voter - tu rnout -s tudent -nextgen -pennsy lvan ia -
20181 1 19 .html

http://www.thedp.com/article/2018/11/midterm-election-student-turnout-upenn-philadelphia-results-politics
http://www.thephiladelphiacitizen.org/ideas-we-should-steal-more-young-voters/
http://www.whyy.org/articles/pa-takes-center-stage-in-efforts-to-turn-out-young-voters/
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/youth-latino-mobilization-paid-midterms-now-groups-gear-2020-n934516
http://www.funderscommittee.org/files/high_school_voter_registration_programs.pdf
http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
http://www.phillyvoice.com/state-rep-wants-pennsylvania-embrace-automatic-voter-registration/
http://www.keystonevotes.org/youth-preregistration
http://www.inquirer.com/philly/news/pa-uocava-voters-unable-access-absentee-ballot-site-20181002.html
http://www.aclupa.org/issues/votingissues
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/17/us/some-republicans-acknowledge-leveraging-voter-id-laws-for-political-gain.html
http://www.billypenn.com/2018/07/30/young-and-naive-inside-pennsylvanias-nation-leading-youth-voter-surge/
http://www.inquirer.com/philly/news/midterm-election-youth-voter-turnout-student-nextgen-pennsylvania-20181119.html


T e n n e s s e e

yo u t h  v o t e

Celebr i t y  v i s i t s  and  soc ia l  media  encouraged
voter  reg i s t ra t ion  among  youth
 
"Tennessee  Black  Voter  Pro ject "  reg i s te red
90 ,000  people  to  vote

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

Pre - reg i s t ra t ion  and  Automat ic  Voter
Reg i s t ra t ion  unava i lab le
 
Recent ly  passed  a  bi l l  that  would  " f ine
communi ty  groups  that  submit  incomplete
voter - reg i s t ra t ion  appl icat ions "

OTHER  INFLUENCES

35.6%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

23.0%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#28
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds
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s o u r c e s

www . t imes f reepress .com /news / l oca l /s to ry /2018 /nov /02 /wi l l -young -voters - tu rn -out -midterm -
e lect ions /482318 /

www .newschanne l5 .com /news /pol i t i ca l /number -of -young -voters -surges -dur ing -ear l y -vot ing

www . rockthevote .org /vot ing - in fo rmat ion / tennessee /

www .wash ingtonpost .com /pol i t i c s /how -a - l a rge -sca le -e f fo r t - to - reg i s te r -black -voters - l ed - to -a -crackdown - in -
tennessee /2019 /05 /24 /9f6cee1e -7284 - 1 1e9 -8be0 -ca575670e91c_s to ry .html ?utm_ te rm= .2690c7680e98

www .nyt imes .com /2019 /04 / 16 /us /pol i t i c s / tennessee -voter - reg i s t ra t ion .html

www .vox .com /pol icy -and -pol i t i c s /2019 /4 /25 / 185 16777 / tennessee -senate -voter - reg i s t ra t ion -dr ives - l eg i s la t ion -
f ines - l awsu i t

ht tps : / /c iv icyouth .org /2018 -youth - tu rnout - inc reased - in -every -s ta te - fo r -which -we -have -data /

http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/local/story/2018/nov/02/will-young-voters-turn-out-midterm-elections/482318/
http://www.newschannel5.com/news/political/number-of-young-voters-surges-during-early-voting
http://www.rockthevote.org/voting-information/tennessee/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/how-a-large-scale-effort-to-register-black-voters-led-to-a-crackdown-in-tennessee/2019/05/24/9f6cee1e-7284-11e9-8be0-ca575670e91c_story.html?utm_term=.2690c7680e98
http://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/16/us/politics/tennessee-voter-registration.html
http://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2019/4/25/18516777/tennessee-senate-voter-registration-drives-legislation-fines-lawsuit
https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2019/04/behind-2018-united-states-midterm-election-turnout.html


N e b r a s k a

yo u t h  v o t e

Civ ic  Nebraska ’s  Elect ion  Protect ion  Hot l ine  i s
a  number  to  be  ca l led  by  c i t i zens  confused  by
any  par t  of  vot ing
 
Civ ic  Nebraska :  organ izat ion  advocat ing  fo r
on l ine  voter  reg i s t ra t ion ,  uni fo rm  e lect ion
gu ides ,  and  eas ie r  access  to  the  pol l s
 
Univers i t y  of  Nebraska -L inco ln  has  created  a
p lan  to  inc rease  the  voter  percentage  by
sending  campus  wide  emai l s ,  s ign ing  up  new
students ,  and  incorporat ing  greek  l i f e
 
Every  Vote  Counts  in i t i a t i ves  planned  on
campus  at  var ious  co l leges
 
Col lege  of  Sa int  Mary  inv i ted  the  League  of
Women  Voters  to  the i r  campus  to  speak  about
the  impor tance  of  vot ing
 
"Big  Ten "  vot ing  cha l lenge  between
univers i t i es

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

OTHER  INFLUENCES

35.6%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

23.0%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#29
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

Medica id  i s sue  inc reased  tu rnout
 
Onl ine  reg i s t ra t ion
 
Pre - reg i s t ra t ion
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CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

Outdated  vot ing  machines

s o u r c e s

www .c iv icnebraska .org / l inco ln -pr imary - rev iew /

www .a l l incha l lenge .org /wp -content /uploads /Univers i t y -of -Nebraska -Act ion -Plan -2018 .pdf

www .csm .edu /news /csm -promotes -voter -awareness -and -educat ion - l ead ing -midterm -e lect ion

www .otoc .org /2018 /05 /

www . rockthevote .org /vot ing - in fo rmat ion /nebraska /

http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
http://www.civicnebraska.org/lincoln-primary-review/
http://www.allinchallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/University-of-Nebraska-Action-Plan-2018.pdf
http://www.csm.edu/news/csm-promotes-voter-awareness-and-education-leading-midterm-election
http://www.otoc.org/2018/05/
http://www.rockthevote.org/voting-information/nebraska/


N e w  Y o r k

yo u t h  v o t e

NY  publ ic  schoo l s  have  begun  to  inc rease
c iv ics  educat ion  in  schoo l s
 
SUNY  co l leges  are  prov id ing  the  oppor tun i ty
to  vote  on  campus
 
Student  Voter  Regis t ra t ion  Day  was  organ ized
by  the  NYC  mayor  and  t rave led  to  70  schoo l s
to  reg i s te r  s tudents
 
De  Blas io  organ ized  a  c iv ics  week  where
18 ,000  s tudents  s igned  up  to  vote

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

OTHER  INFLUENCES

35.2%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

19.7%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#30
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

In i t i a t i ves  to  l ower  vot ing  age
 
Automat ic  Voter  Regis t ra t ion  unava i lab le
 
L imi ted  pre - reg i s t ra t ion
 
L imi ted  absentee  and  mai l - in  ba l lo t
oppor tun i t ies
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CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

Low  number  of  pol l ing  places
 
Repor ts  of  l ong  wai t ing  t imes  at  pol l s
 
Two  page  ba l lo t
 
Repor ts  of  broken  vot ing  machines
 
Thousands  of  names  purged  f rom  voter
ro l l s

s o u r c e s

www .nyda i l ynews .com /opin ion /new -york -younger -people -vote -ar t i c le - 1 .3358950

www1 .nyc .gov /of f i ce -of - the -mayor /news /262 - 19 /mayor -de -blas io -more - 18 -000 -new -s tudent -voters -
reg i s te red -dur ing -c iv ics -week

www .nycc fb . in fo /nyc -votes /programs /sv rd /

www .cuny .edu /about /admin i s t ra t ion /of f i ces /government /vote /pro ject -vote .html

www1 .nyc .gov /of f i ce -of - the -mayor /democracy .page

www . rockthevote .org /vot ing - in fo rmat ion /new -york /

https : / /c i ty l imi t s .org /2019 /04 /25 /nyc -pol l ing -place -shor tage - inequa l i t y /

https : / /www .mother jones .com /pol i t i c s /2019 /01 /new -york -passes -huge -vot ing - r ights -expans ion /

http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
http://www.santafenewmexican.com/opinion/editorials/voting-reforms-to-change-the-system/article_6d19a76b-d437-5563-adbd-5c7a488c4059.html
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/262-19/mayor-de-blasio-more-18-000-new-student-voters-registered-during-civics-week
http://www.nyccfb.info/nyc-votes/programs/svrd/
http://www.cuny.edu/about/administration/offices/government/vote/project-vote.html
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/democracy.page
http://www.rockthevote.org/voting-information/new-york/
https://citylimits.org/2019/04/25/nyc-polling-place-shortage-inequality/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2019/01/new-york-passes-huge-voting-rights-expansion/


A l a b a m a

yo u t h  v o t e

Let  Bama  Vote :  Alabama  In i t i a t i ve  and
re fe rendum
 
Black  women 's  organ izat ion  l ed  voter
reg i s t ra t ion  and  mobi l i za t ion  movement
 
Grass roots  advocacy  programs  had  great
success
 
ACLU  of  Alabama  set  up  hot l ine  to  repor t
vot ing  di f f i cu l t ies  on  Elect ion  Day
 
Voter  reg i s t ra t ion  dr ives  he ld  on  high  schoo l
and  co l lege  campuses
 
Alabama  Secreta ry  of  State  recogn izes
Nat iona l  Voter  Regis t ra t ion  Day
 
BlackPAC :  independent  organ izat ion
ded icated  to  fos te r ing  t ies  between
candidates  and  black  communi t ies  and
increased  engagement  among  black  voters
 
Auburn  Univers i t y 's  Southern  Pover ty  Law
Center  i s  rec ru i t ing  and  t ra in ing  s tudents  to
reg i s te r  s tudents  at  l oca l  high  schoo l s

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

35.1%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

17.3%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#31
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

Rest r i c t i ve  vot ing  l aws
 
Insu f f i c ient  t ranspor ta t ion  to  the  pol l s
 
St r ic t  photo  ID  l aws
 
Dr ive rs  l i cense  of f i ces  are  c los ing  much  f as te r
in  minor i ty  ne ighborhoods
 
66+  pol l ing  l ocat ions  have  c losed
 
Purg ing  of  inact i ve  voters  on  vot ing  ro l l
 
Post - incarcerat ion  voter  reenf ranch izement  i s
not  shared  publ ic l y  by  the  government
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A l a b a m a

yo u t h  v o t e
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s o u r c e s

www .nyt imes .com /2018 /06 /23 /us /pol i t i c s /vot ing - r ights -a labama .html

www . l e tbamavote .org /

www .voter iders .org /big -surpr i se -a labama /

www .ncrp .org /2017 / 12 /grass roots -organ izat ions -a labama -saved -day -desp i te - l ack - foundat ion -suppor t .html

www .ac lu .org /blog /vot ing - r ights / f ight ing -voter -suppress ion /a labamas -e f fo r t -suppress -black -vote -cou ldnt -
prevent

www .a l .com /news /2018 /06 /young_voters_are_ reg i s te r ing_ i .html

www .sos .a labama .gov /newsroom /a labama -secreta ry -s ta te - recogn izes -nat iona l -voter - reg i s t ra t ion -day

www . lwv .org /blog / l eague -vo lunteers - t rack - reg i s te r -voters -200 -schoo l s -spr ing

www . theat lant ic .com /pol i t i c s /arch ive /2017 / 12 /spark ing -an -e lectora l - rev i va l - in -a labama /548504 /

http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
http://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/23/us/politics/voting-rights-alabama.html
http://www.letbamavote.org/
http://www.voteriders.org/big-surprise-alabama/
http://www.ncrp.org/2017/12/grassroots-organizations-alabama-saved-day-despite-lack-foundation-support.html
http://www.aclu.org/blog/voting-rights/fighting-voter-suppression/alabamas-effort-suppress-black-vote-couldnt-prevent
http://www.sos.alabama.gov/newsroom/alabama-secretary-state-recognizes-national-voter-registration-day
http://www.lwv.org/blog/league-volunteers-track-register-voters-200-schools-spring
http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/12/sparking-an-electoral-revival-in-alabama/548504/


I n d i a n a

yo u t h  v o t e

Univers i t y  of  Ind iana  par t ic ipates  in  the  "Big
Ten "  Vot ing  Cha l lenge

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

34.8%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

19.1%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#32
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

St r ic t  voter  ID  l aws  known  to  suppress
minor i t i es

OTHER  INFLUENCES

L imi ted  pre - reg i s t ra t ion
 
No  Automat ic  Voter  Regis t ra t ion
 
No  vote -by -mai l
 
No  Elect ion  Day  reg i s t ra t ion
 
Transpor ta t ion  bar r ie r s  fo r  co l lege  and
univers i t y  s tudents
 
The  voter  ID  cont roversy  was  very  c lose  to
be ing  so lved  by  abo l i sh ing  the  necess i t y  to
have  a  photo  ID ;  l a te r  voted  aga ins t  and
deemed  a  par t i san  i s sue
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s o u r c e s

www .prospect .org /ar t i c le /good -news -vot ing -wars

www . rockthevote .org /vot ing - in fo rmat ion / ind iana /

www .pace . ind iana .edu /about /big - ten -vot ing -cha l lenge /LAUNCH - In i t i a t i ve -a ims - to - inc rease -s tudent -voter -
tu rnout .pdf

www .c iv icyouth .org /wp -content /uploads /2016 /05 /CIRCLE_May4_ INDIANA_PR_vF INAL2 .pdf

www .nonpro f i t vote .org /documents /2010 / 10 /amer ica -goes - to - the -pol l s -2008 -pdf .pdf /

https : / / ind ianapubl icmedia .org /news /young -voters - 146590 /

https://indianapublicmedia.org/news/young-voters-146590/
http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
http://www.prospect.org/article/good-news-voting-wars
http://www.rockthevote.org/voting-information/indiana/
http://www.pace.indiana.edu/about/big-ten-voting-challenge/LAUNCH-Initiative-aims-to-increase-student-voter-turnout.pdf
http://www.civicyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/CIRCLE_May4_INDIANA_PR_vFINAL2.pdf
http://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2010/10/america-goes-to-the-polls-2008-pdf.pdf/
https://indianapublicmedia.org/news/young-voters-146590/


I l l i n o i s

yo u t h  v o t e

Fore f ront :  organ izat ion  at tempt ing  to  ensure
the  census  data  i s  cor rect  to  a l locate  money
toward  inc reas ing  voter  tu rnout
 
Fore f ront  a l so  dis t r ibutes  grants  to  nonpro f i t s
to  reg i s te r  young  voters
 
Civ ics  c lasses  wi l l  be  requ i red  by  the  s ta te
beg inn ing  in  2020
 
Northwestern  Univers i t y  has  worked  with
other  co l leges  in  i l l ino i s  to  boost  the i r
reg i s t ra t ion  numbers
 
"Big  Ten "  vot ing  cha l lenge  between
univers i t i es

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

34.6%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

15.9%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#33
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

OTHER  INFLUENCES

Automat ic  Voter  Regis t ra t ion  passed  but  not
implemented
 
Mar i juana  on  ba l lo t  inc reased  youth  tu rnout
 
Absentee ,  vote -by -mai l ,  same  day  reg i s t ra t ion ,
and  ear l y  vot ing  ava i lab le
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CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

Some  voters  were  miss ing  a  ba l lo t  page
 
Some  pol l ing  l ocat ions  de layed  open ing  t ime
 
Repor ts  of  broken  ba l lo t  machines
 
Long  wai t  per iods

s o u r c e s

www .myfore f ront .org /democracy - in i t i a t i ve -0

www .myfore f ront .org /news / fo re f ronts - i l vo te -grantees - reg i s te r -voters -across - i l l ino i s

www . rockthevote .org /vot ing - in fo rmat ion / i l l ino i s /

www .cha lkbeat .org /posts /ch icago /2019 /03 /05 / f i r s t - t ime -voters -of fe r -window - in to -why -s tudents -vote -and -
how - to - tack le - l ow -youth - tu rnout /

www .ch icagot r ibune .com /pol i t i c s /e lect ions /ct -met - i l l ino i s -voter - tu rnout -midterms -20181 106 -s to ry .html

www . ins ideh ighered .com /news /2018 /08 / 14 /advocacy -groups -expect -upt ick -co l lege -s tudent -voter - tu rnout

ht tps : / /www .wash ingtonpost .com /pol i t i c s /broken -machines - re jected -ba l lo t s -and - l ong - l ines -vot ing -
prob lems -emerge -as -amer icans -go - to - the -pol l s /2018 / 1 1 /06 / f fd 1 1e52 -dfa8 - 1 1e8 -b3f0 -
62607289efee_s to ry .html ?utm_ te rm= .d392acec fde5

http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
http://www.myforefront.org/democracy-initiative-0
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http://www.rockthevote.org/voting-information/illinois/
http://www.chalkbeat.org/posts/chicago/2019/03/05/first-time-voters-offer-window-into-why-students-vote-and-how-to-tackle-low-youth-turnout/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/elections/ct-met-illinois-voter-turnout-midterms-20181106-story.html
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2018/08/14/advocacy-groups-expect-uptick-college-student-voter-turnout
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/broken-machines-rejected-ballots-and-long-lines-voting-problems-emerge-as-americans-go-to-the-polls/2018/11/06/ffd11e52-dfa8-11e8-b3f0-62607289efee_story.html?utm_term=.d392acecfde5


N o r t h  C a r o l i n a

yo u t h  v o t e

Educat ionNC ’s  award  winn ing  F i r s t  Vote
program  puts  on  mock  e lect ions ,  which  65
schoo l s  par t ic ipated  in
 
Onl ine  s imulat ion  teaches  high  schoo le r s
about  c iv ics
 
NAACP  in i t i a t i ve  uses  data  to  reach  more
" in f requent "  voters
 
Insp i re  US  hosts  program  in  NC
 
Al l  30  Wake  County  high  schoo l s  par t ic ipate  in
a  two -week ,  non -par t i san  reg i s t ra t ion  dr ive
 
NC  Campus  Compact  s ta te  of f i ce  fos te r s
connect ions  between  campuses  and  shares
in fo rmat ion  about  e lect ions  to  new  voters

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

33.1%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

7.2%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#34
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

Col lege  s tudents  exper ience  di f f i cu l ty  vot ing
in  s ta te
 
Lawmakers  openly  admit  to  suppress ing  black
voters
 
Reduct ion  in  number  of  pol l ing  l ocat ions  open
for  ear l y  vot ing

OTHER  INFLUENCES

Voter  pre - reg i s t ra t ion  res to red  fo r  16  and  17
year  o lds
 
Park land  Shoot ing  inc reased  awareness  of
po l i t i ca l  i s suesand  youth  voter  tu rnout
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s o u r c e s

www .nccppr .org /how -did -nor th -caro l inas -youth -vote - in - the -2018 -midterms /

www .pi t tnews .com /ar t i c le / 1 36880 /opin ions /nor th -caro l ina -vot ing - l aws -suppress -minor i t i es /

www . thechar lo t tepost .com /news /2018 / 1 1 /01 / l oca l -s ta te /naacp - in i t i a t i ve -uses -data - to - reach -more -
in f requent -nc -voters /

www .publ icschoo l s f i r s tnc .org /engage /voter - in fo rmat ion /

www . insp i re -usa .org /about

www .newsobserver .com /news / l oca l /educat ion /ar t i c le 104647101 .html

ht tps : / /www .ncch i ld .org /voter -prereg i s t ra t ion - res to red /

www .nccampuscompact .org /our -work /

www .dukechron ic le .com /ar t i c le /2018 / 12 /nor th -caro l ina -voter - id - l aw -co l lege -s tudent -vot ing - ident i f i ca t ion

www .pulse .ncpo l icywatch .org /2018 /07 / 19 /ana lys i s -youth -voter - reg i s t ra t ion -up -s ince -park land -schoo l -
shoot ing /

http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
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http://www.pittnews.com/article/136880/opinions/north-carolina-voting-laws-suppress-minorities/
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F l o r i d a

yo u t h  v o t e

Ef fo r t s  by  s ta te  to  inc rease  more  young  voters
a f te r  Park land  Shoot ing
 
Governor 's  of f i ce  organ ized  youth  voter
reg i s t ra t ion  dr ive
 
Act i v i s t s  f rom  the  Mar jo ry  Stoneman  Douglas
Schoo l  have  sought  to  insp i re  more  young
people  to  reg i s te r  to  vote
 
Civ ics  educat ion  mandated  fo r  middle
schoo le r s
 
Al l  major  publ ic  co l leges  have  ear l y  vot ing
areas
 
UCF  encourages  democrat ic  invo lvement  on
campus
 
Publ ic  In te res t  Research  Groups ’  New  Voters
Pro ject  sent  representat i ves  to  over  50  schoo l s

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

33.1%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

11.0%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#35
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

OTHER  INFLUENCES

High ly  ant ic ipated  senate  race  drove  many
people  to  the  pol l s  who  would  not  have
otherwise  voted
 
Pre - reg i s t ra t ion  ava i lab le
 
Elect ion  Day  reg i s t ra t ion  unava i lab le
 
Absentee  ba l lo t s  ava i lab le
 
Gun  Reform  in i t i a t i ves  and  candidates  are
seen  to  be  the  reason  fo r  the  major  inc rease  in
youth  voter  tu rnout
 
March  For  Our  L ives  has  an  in tense  presence  in
FL  and  suppor t s  youth  vot ing  i s sues
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s o u r c e s
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www .voanews .com /usa /us -pol i t i c s / f lo r ida -voter - tu rnout -2018 -buoyed -youth -hispan ics

www .abcnews .go .com /US /s toneman -douglas -act i v i s t s - l aunch -push -youth -voter - tu rnout /s to ry ? id=55630330
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N e w  m e x i c o

yo u t h  v o t e

Potent ia l  plans  to  inc rease  voter  access  on
Ind ian  Reservat ions
 
League  of  Women  Voters  completes  out reach
in  Santa  Fe
 
New  Mexico  State  Univers i t y  hosts  an  ear l y
vot ing  s i te
 
Doña  Ana  County  work ing  to  create  a  s t rong
vot ing  cu l ture  by  engag ing  more  people  and
par tner ing  with  schoo l s  to  reg i s te r  s tudents
 
Common  Cause  New  Mexico :  l ead ing  fo rce  in
protect ing  the  r ight  to  vote  and  making  vot ing
more  access ib le
 
Voter  Par t ic ipat ion  Center  sends  voter
reg i s t ra t ion  fo rms

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

30.6%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

14.3%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#36
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

OTHER  INFLUENCES

Inc reased  pol i t i ca l  in te res t  f rom  young  voters
 
Highest  percentage  of  Lat inx  res idents
 
Of fe r s  same -day  voter  reg i s t ra t ion
 
Conso l idates  l oca l  e lect ions
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CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

Nat ive  Amer icans  dispropor t ionate ly  cha l lenged
when  vot ing
 
Language  bar r ie r s  on  ba l lo t
 
DMV  not  comply ing  with  Nat ive  Amer ican  Vot ing
Rights  Coa l i t ion  requ i rements  

s o u r c e s
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T e x a s

yo u t h  v o t e

Univers i t y  of  Texas  at  Aust in  s tudents  educate
communi ty  about  vot ing  &  upcoming  e lect ions
 
Voto  Lat ino :  organ izat ion  that  seeks  to  inc rease
c iv ic  engagement  among  Lat ino  youth
 
St rong  voter  reg i s t ra t ion  e f fo r t s  in  high  schoo l s
 
Univers i t y  of  Texas  at  Aust in  vo lunteers  tab le  at
250+  c lass rooms  to  reg i s te r  voters
 
League  of  Women  Voters  advocates  to  s tudents
 
Texas  Ris ing  act i v i s t s  conduct  in tens i ve  campaign
to  boost  tu rnout  among  young  Texans
 
Texas  Southern  Univers i t y  hosts  reg i s t ra t ion  dr ive
 
Texas  Votes  in i t i a t i ves  at  Aust in  Communi ty
Co l lege ,  Bay lo r  Univers i t y ,  Northwest  Vis ta  Col lege ,
Schre iner  Univers i t y ,  Texas  A&M  Univers i t y ,  The
Univers i t y  of  Texas  at  Aust in  and  The  Univers i t y  of
Texas  at  San  Anton io
 
At  many  co l leges ,  s tudents  are  requ i red  to  reg i s te r
a t  beg inn ing  of  academic  year
 
UT  Aust in  hosts  Get  Out  The  Vote  compet i t ions

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

30.4%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

15.2%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#37
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

Texas  Elect ion  Code  1 3 .046 :  schoo l  pr inc ip les
reg i s te r  s tudents  twice  per  year ;  f ined  i f
noncompl iance  (not  be ing  fu l f i l l ed )
 
St r ic t  voter  ID  l aws
 
Does  not  accept  s tudent  IDs  to  vote
 
A  number  of  bar r ie r s  prevent  people  f rom
becoming  Volunteer  Deputy  Regis t ra r s

OTHER  INFLUENCES

Large  populat ion  of  young  people  and  immigrants
 
Cannot  reg i s te r  to  vote  onl ine
 
Ear l y  vot ing  ava i lab le
 
Young  voters  have  l o s t  hope  in  a  pol i t i ca l  change
v ia  e lect ions
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T e x a s

yo u t h  v o t e
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M i s s i s s i p p i

yo u t h  v o t e

Miss i s s ipp i  State  Univers i t y  cons iders  i t se l f  a
"voter - f r i end ly  campus "
 
Univers i t y  of  Miss i s s ipp i  has  a  webs i te
ded icated  to  making  vot ing  and  reg i s te r ing
more  access ib le  to  s tudents
 
My  Vote  Everywhere :  database  seek ing  to
s impl i f y  vot ing  fo r  youth  voters

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

30.2%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

3.8%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#38
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

Hundreds  of  pol l ing  places  have  c losed  s ince
2016
 
No  pol l ing  l ocat ion  at  the  Univers i t y  of
Miss i s s ipp i
 
Out -of -s ta te  dr ive r s  l i censes  not  accepted

OTHER  INFLUENCES

No  Automat ic  Voter  Regis t ra t ion
 
L imi ted  pre - reg i s t ra t ion
 
No  same -day  reg i s t ra t ion
 
No  absentee  or  mai l - in  ba l lo t s
 
No  vot ing  r ights  res to rat ion
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s o u r c e s
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O k l a h o m a

yo u t h  v o t e

Oklahoma  Campus  Compact  voter  reg i s t ra t ion
compet i t ion
 
Oklahoma  Col lege  hosts  voter  reg i s t ra t ion  dr ive
 
Voca l  Oklahomans  in  Civ ic  Engagement  (VOICE )
hosts  voter  reg i s t ra t ion  compet i t ion  between
co l leges  and  univers i t i es  to  win  a  concer t

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

29.9%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

14.7%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#39
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

OTHER  INFLUENCES

Ear l y  vot ing  ava i lab le
 
Medica l  mar i juana  top ic  and  c lose  races  l i f ted
voter  tu rnout  in  a l l  demograph ics
 
Urban  vs  Rura l  div ide  grows  more  in tense
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CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

Bal lo t  box  mal funct ions

s o u r c e s
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N e v a d a

yo u t h  v o t e

Many  in i t i a t i ves  to  mobi l i ze  l a t inx  groups  and  he lp
them  get  to  the  pol l s
 
NextGen  Nevada  seek ing  to  inc rease  youth  and
lat inx  voter  tu rnout
 
NexGen  Nevada  at t ract ing  young  voters  with
events  l i ke  l ipsync  bat t les
 
Univers i t y  of  Nevada  at  Reno  i s  recogn ized  as  a
"voter  f r i end ly  univers i t y "
 
 

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

29.7%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

9.7%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#40
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

OTHER  INFLUENCES

Automat ic  Voter  Regis t ra t ion  has  not  been
implemented
 
Ear l y  vot ing  ava i lab le
 
Absentee  ba l lo t s  and  vote -by -mai l  ava i lab le
 
No  onl ine  reg i s t ra t ion
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s o u r c e s
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www . rockthevote .org /vot ing - in fo rmat ion /nevada /
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www .unr .edu /nevada - today /news /2019 /naspa - re lease
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L o u i s i a n a

yo u t h  v o t e

#WeVote  i s  engag ing  50 ,000  Afr ican  Amer ican
mi l lenn ia l s  through  voter  reg i s t ra t ion  and  voter
mobi l i za t ion  act i v i t i es
 
Secreta ry  of  State  adver t i ses  vot ing  to  a l l  publ ic
and  pr ivate  high  schoo l  s tudents
 
High  schoo l s  hold  assembl ies  to  discuss  vot ing  and
demonst ra te  how  to  use  a  dig i ta l  vot ing  machine
 
Lou i s iana  State  Univers i t y  ID  cards  accepted  at
po l l ing  l ocat ions
 
F ive  years  a f te r  re lease ,  fo rmer ly  incarcerated
people  are  re -enf ranch ized
 
The  "Wake  up  Geaux  Vote "  organ izat ion  he ld  a
reg i s t ra t ion  dr ive  where  they  educated  many
members  of  the i r  communi t ies  on  the  vot ing
process  adn  reg i s te red  many  people

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

29.3%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

-1.3%
decrease in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#41
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

OTHER  INFLUENCES

No  Automat ic  Voter  Regis t ra t ion
 
No  same -day  reg i s t ra t ion
 
No  absentee  ba l lo t s  or  vote -by  mai l  ava i lab le
 
Pre - reg i s t ra t ion  ava i lab le  fo r  16  year  o lds
 
Very  young  populat ion  in  New  Or leans
 
Young  voters  tu rnout  inc reased  to  take  away  the
s ta tue  that  emulated  J im  Crow  era  in jus t i ces
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s o u r c e s
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www . rockthevote .org /vot ing - in fo rmat ion / l ou i s iana /
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K e n t u c k y

yo u t h  v o t e

Insp i re  US  in i t i a t i ves  across  the  s ta te
 
Western  Kentucky  Univers i t y  hosts  voter
reg i s t ra t ion  dr ive
 
Univers i t y  of  Kentucky  s tudents  inc rease  votes  and
voter  tu rnout

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

29.1%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

-1.6%
decrease in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#42
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

OTHER  INFLUENCES

Photo  ID  requ i red
 
Excuse  requ i red  to  obta in  absentee  ba l lo t
 
Pre - reg i s t ra t ion  fo r  17  year  o lds  i f  18  by  next
e lect ion
 
Complete ly  c losed  pr imary
 
High  incarcerat ion  ra tes - - f ewer  voters

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

Many  are  unin formed  of  the i r  own  par ty  a f f i l i a t ion
 
Pol l s  open  fo r  only  12  hours  on  Elect ion  Day
 
Oppress i ve  pol i t i ca l  l eaders  have  been  found  to
ta rget  spec i f i c  communi t ies
 
Poor  c iv ic  educat ion  in  publ ic  schoo l s
 
Many  pol l s  have  very  l ong  wai t  per iods
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S o u t h  C a r o l i n a

Y o u t h  v o t e

Government  i s  hi r ing  and  pay ing  young  people  to
manage  pol l ing  l ocat ions  to  inc rease  the i r
invo lvement  in  the  c iv ic  sys tem
 
Pa lmetto  Pro ject :  organ izat ion  seek ing  to  make
vot ing  more  access ib le  and  eas ie r
 
To  at t ract  young  people ,  the  government  i s  t r y ing
to  inc rease  "Emot iona l  va lue ,  nosta lg ia ,  cons i s tent
s tances ,  tang ib le  goa l s ,  and  present ing  the
candidate  as  the  best  opt ion "
 
South  Caro l ina  Equa l i t y ,  Black  Voters  Matter  South
Caro l ina  In i t i a t i ve ,  and  League  of  Women  Voters  of
South  Caro l ina  are  a l l  conduct ing  in i t i a t i ves  to
increase  the  amount  of  reg i s te red  young  voters
 
L ive  voter  reg i s t ra t ion  demonst ra t ions  conducted
in  schoo l s

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

29.1%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

-1.6%
decrease in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#43
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

OTHER  INFLUENCES

Photo  ID  requ i red
 
L imi ted  pre - reg i s t ra t ion
 
L imi ted  ear l y  vot ing
 
17  year  o lds  who  wi l l  be  18  by  the  e lect ion  can  vote
in  the  pr imary

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

Change  in  voter  ID  l aws  suppress  minor i t i es
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O h i o

yo u t h  v o t e

"Por tab le  voter  reg i s t ra t ion " :  even  i f  a  voter  moves
before  e lect ion  day ,  they  are  not  requ i red  to  re -
reg i s te r
 
Ohio  State  Univers i t y  par t ic ipates  in  the  "Big  Ten "
vot ing  cha l lenge

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

28.4%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

10.6%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#44
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

OTHER  INFLUENCES

Ear l y  vot ing
 
Absentee  vot ing
 
No  same -day  reg i s t ra t ion
 
The  pro -mar i juana  l ega l i za t ion  mascot  v i s i ted
campuses  a l l  over  Ohio  to  ga in  young  people 's
suppor t  fo r  the  i s sue

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

De - reg i s te r s  in f requent  voters
 
Does  not  accept  s tudent  IDs  as  proper
ident i f i ca t ion
 
State  e f fo r t s  to  make  vot ing  more  di f f i cu l t  fo r
s tudents
 
Pol l  workers  ver i f y  s ignatures  on  absentee  ba l lo t s –
dispropor t ionate ly  a f fects  voters  who  are  not
nat i ve  Engl i sh  speakers
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S o u t h  D a k o t a

yo u t h  v o t e

27.7%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

12.4%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#45
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

OTHER  INFLUENCES

L imi ted  Prereg i s t ra t ion  and  res to rat ion
 
Absentee  ba l lo t  ava i lab le
 
Mai l - in  ba l lo t  ava i lab le
 
Ear l y  vot ing  ava i lab le

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

Only  midwestern  s ta te  that  does  not  a l low  onl ine
reg i s t ra t ion
 
 
Most  Nat ive  Amer icans  e l ig ib le  to  vote  did  not
reg i s te r  because  of  the  confus ing  process
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D e l a w a r e

yo u t h  v o t e

Make  i t  Count :  organ izat ion  s ta r ted  by  Joe  Biden
to  inc rease  voter  reg i s t ra t ion  and  c iv ic  knowledge
at  the  Univers i t y  of  Delaware
 
Al l  In :  organ izat ion  that  hosts  events  and
dispenses  in fo rmat ion  about  the  vot ing  and
democracy

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

27.1%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

5.0%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#46
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

OTHER  INFLUENCES

Plann ing  to  implement  ear l y  vot ing  soon
 
Pre - reg i s t ra t ion  ava i lab le
 
Absentee  ba l lo t s  ava i lab le
 
In -s ta te  ID  requ i red

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

Absentee  ba l lo t s  have  notary  requ i rement
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H A W A I I

yo u t h  v o t e

Pre - reg i s t ra t ion  dr ives  in  schoo l s
 
Elect ion  of f i c ia l s  speak  in  c lass rooms
 
Young  Progress i ves  Demanding  Act ion  and
Common  Cause  Hawai i :  nonpro f i t  organ izat ions
wi th  in i t i a t i ves  to  inc rease  voter  tu rnout

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

27.0%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

10.8%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#47
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

OTHER  INFLUENCES

L imi ted  same -day  reg i s t ra t ion
 
Absentee  and  vote -by -mai l  ava i lab le
 
Restorat ion  reg i s t ra t ion  l ega l
 
Pre - reg i s t ra t ion
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 www .commoncause .org /hawai i /our -work /vot ing -e lect ions /

www . rockthevote .org /vot ing - in fo rmat ion /hawai i /
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A r k a n s a s

yo u t h  v o t e

Voter  reg i s t ra t ion  has  become  mandatory  fo r
everyone  e l ig ib le  in  publ ic  schoo l s

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

26.7%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

9.2%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#48
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

OTHER  INFLUENCES

Pre - reg i s t ra t ion
 
Mar i juana  on  ba l lo t  inc reased  tu rnout
 
Photo  ID  requ i red
 
Ear l y  vot ing
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I d a h o

yo u t h  v o t e

Br igham  Young  Univers i t y  encourages  s tudents  to
vote  &  prov ides  in fo rmat ion  on  how
 
Univers i t y  of  Idaho  promotes  c iv ic  engagement
and  hosts  voter  reg i s t ra t ion  dr ives /events
 

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

25.6%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

7.4%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#49
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

OTHER  INFLUENCES

Se lect  count ies  of fe r  ear l y  vot ing
 
 

CHALLENGES  FACED  BY  YOUNG  VOTERS

Absentee  ba l lo t  l aw  requ i res  people  to  request  one
annua l l y
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s o u r c e s
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www .uidaho .edu /cur rent -s tudents /s tudent - invo lvement /vo lunteer /soc ia l -act ion /vanda l s -vote

www .byu i .edu /dean -of -s tudents /voter - reg i s t ra t ion

www . idahostatesman .com /news /pol i t i c s -government /e lect ion /ar t i c le220021075 .html

www .sv rep .org /about_sv rep .php

http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
http://www.idahostatesman.com/news/politics-government/election/article219675435.html
http://www.uidaho.edu/current-students/student-involvement/volunteer/social-action/vandals-vote
http://www.byui.edu/dean-of-students/voter-registration
http://www.idahostatesman.com/news/politics-government/election/article220021075.html
http://www.svrep.org/about_svrep.php


W y o m i n g

yo u t h  v o t e

Wyoming  Votes :  organ izat ion  dedicated  to
increas ing  youth  voters  in  s ta te
 
Secreta ry  of  State 's  Of f ice  i s  work ing  with
Wyoming  Youth  to  get  more  young  people
mot ivated  to  vote
 
Youth  Voter  in i t i a t i ve  hosted  workshops
 
Univers i t y  of  Wyoming  encourages  s tudents  to  vote
 
Demand  the  Vote :  organ izat ion  in  WY  to  educate
and  mobi l i ze  voters

IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

25.2%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

5.9%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#50
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

OTHER  INFLUENCES

Voters  are  uninteres ted  because  Dem  vs  Rep  races
are  not  c lose
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http://www.wyomingpublicmedia.org/post/wyoming-voter-turnout-much-lower-average#stream/0
http://www.trib.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/wyoming-voter-turnout-just-below-average/article_09a8c854-6181-58ee-98e8-7106dfc11f73.html
http://www.uwyo.edu/asuw/elections/
http://www.demandthevote.com/voting-in-wyoming


W e s t  v i r g i n i a

yo u t h  v o t e

Student  IDs  are  accepted  when  reg i s te r ing  to  vote
IN IT IAT IVES  TO  INCREASE  REGISTRATION  &  TURNOUT

24.5%
2018 midterm

election turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds

7.5%
increase in turnout

among 18 - 29 year

olds between the 2014

and 2018 midterm

elections

#51
national ranking of

2018 midterm election

turnout among 18 - 29

year olds

OTHER  INFLUENCES

St rong  ant i  abor t ion  push  by  conservat i ves
 
Automat ic  Voter  Regis t ra t ion  not  implemented
yet
 
No  same -day  voter  reg i s t ra t ion
 
No  non -excuse  absentee  ba l lo t s  ava i lab le
 
St r ic t  voter  ID  l aws
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s o u r c e s

www .pol i t i co .com /s to ry /2018 /07 / 15 /abor t ion -s ta tes - roe -wade -687468

www .campusvotepro ject .org /west -v i rg in ia /

www . rockthevote .org /vot ing - in fo rmat ion /west -v i rg in ia /

http://wndceducationalfoundation.org/
http://www.politico.com/story/2018/07/15/abortion-states-roe-wade-687468
http://www.campusvoteproject.org/west-virginia/
http://www.rockthevote.org/voting-information/west-virginia/

