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Here’s a question for 2025. Can a phoenix rise from the ashes?
Apparently, yes!

In April 2019, Parisians watched in horror as Notre-Dame de Paris, one of their
most emblematic monuments and one of the world’s most elaborate examples
of Gothic architecture, went up in flames.

Built between 1163 and 1345, the Catholic cathedral had been desecrated once
before, in 1789 during the French Revolution, and restored in the 19th century
under the aegis of Eugéne Viollet-le-Duc.
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I OEBSTHIS NOTRE DAME DEVASTATED BY FLAMES

FIRE ENGULFS 850-YEAR-OLD CATHEDRAL, BURNS FOR 12+ HOURS

Notre Dame Cathedral devastated by fire in Paris
CBS report on the fire in 2019

Now, a mere five years later, fulfilling French President Emmanuel Macron’s
promise, Notre-Dame has been brought back to life, available again to the
public after an opening ceremony held on December 7, 2024, attended by world
leaders and celebrities.
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Notre Dame rebuilt, reverently restored 5 years after world ...
@ YouTube - 60 Minutes - Dec 2, 2024
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In April 2019, Parisians saw Notre-Dame de Paris, one of their most
emblematic monuments and one of the world’s most elaborate examples of
Gothic architecture, go up in flames. Built between 1163 and 1345, the Catholic
cathedral had been desecrated once before, in 1789 during the French
Revolution, and restored in the 19th century under the aegis of Eugene Viollet-
le-Duc. Now, five years later, Notre-Dame has been brought back to life,
opening its doors to the public in December 2024 after an opening ceremony
attended by world leaders and celebrities.

Now, the cathedral’s bright, cream-colored limestone walls look brand new,
cleaned not only of dust from the fire but also of grime that had accumulated for
centuries. Visiting the restored cathedral is like stepping back into a medieval
age and reliving the breathtaking awe Notre Dame cathedral would have
inspired in the 14th century when the light from the rose windows threw a
kaleidoscope of colors on its pale creamy walls before hundreds of years of
liturgical smoke and city pollution blackened them.

Notre Dame was a monumental achievement in the 12th and 13th centuries. lts
resurrection after the devastating fire that threatened to bring the entire edifice
down, is a monumental achievement for the 21st.
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