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Modest Property Tax
Reduction Push by

Mayor is Killed

The motion would have cut Surfside’s property taxes by almost 10%.

Leading the charge to kill that modest reduction was Commissioner Salzhauer.

Ms. Salzhauer is forgetting that our residents are the Town and are our future!

While 10% is not a huge decrease, it was proposed out of respect for the fact that residents pay for
government, residents have been hurt and had to cut back - and government must do the same.

On an average home in Surfside assessed at $600,000, the tax savings would have been equal to only
about $250.

Meanwhile, the Town recently added $4,000,000 to its now-whopping $13,000,000 savings account!

Let that sink in for a minute the next time you write a big check for your property taxes - taxes which

She went on to make a comment that was notable, exposing her sense of entitlement that many
politicians display when it comes to taxpayers’ money.

She said, "It’s easy to give away money that isn’t yours", or in other words, Ms. Salzhauer considers

And that does not include our $2,000,000 hurricane emergency reserve fund or millions set aside for
our new 96th St. Park.

giving taxpayers their money back, by way of a property tax refund, ...a giveaway!

are significantly higher than many of your neighboring communities...

At a recent Commission meeting, Mayor Burkett offered a motion to reduce the property tax burden
on Surfside’s residents, many of whom have been put out of work by the Covid-19 crisis.

Knowing this, Ms. Salzhauer during the vote to defeat my motion to reduce $1,200,000 in taxes, quipped
“I was not elected to play Robin Hood, I’m looking out for the Town’s future."

Finally Ms. Salzhauer didn’t stop there in her zeal to ensure that residents continue to pay some of
the highest property taxes in the area.

At a recent budget meeting, my to rebate a large portion of Surfside

residents

water bills and drastically cut costs for both homeowners and condos was
voted down!

Commissioner Salzhauer even went so far as to say that condo owners don’t pay for
water in her effort to justify her vote against giving

residents

relief!
Needless to say, I was extremely disappointed.

The good news is that
is

a

not to
be

for

water

bills
your elected there NO reason why our should

be

paying
outrageous water

bills

to subsidize millions in debt former Commission hung around

the

necks of our residents.
**At

the
last meeting Commissioner Valasquez saidthe water must reduced -

good her!

I’m going give up on reducing crazy bills.
Tell officials that

the

residents’
proposal

WaterReduced Bills Commission!Torpedoed by Town
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WHY WE WON ’ T HAV E T E RM
L I M I T S I N SUR F S I D E ANY T IM E SOON

R e c e n t l y , I p r o p o s e d t h a t r e s i d e n t s

g e t

t o v o t e
o n f i v e i m p o r t a n t i s s u e s t h a t t h e y s a i d t h e y w a n t e d a d d r e s s e d .

O n e o f t h o s e i s s u e s w a s Te rm L im i t s f o r p o l i t i c i a n s .
O n J u l y 9 t h , I c a l l e d a s p e c i a l m e e t i n g t o a d d r e s s t h o s e f i v e

i m p o r t a n t q u e s t i o n s - t h i s d e a l s w i t h o n e .
D u r i n g t h a t m e e t i n g I p r o p o s e d b a l l o t l a n g u a g e f o r e a c h i s s u e .

H e r e w a s

t h e

l a n g u a g e I p r o p o s e d t o a d d r e s st h e Te rm L im i t i s s u e :

" S h a l l

t h e

C h a r t e r b e am e n d e d s o t h a t a l l e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s b e
t e rm - l i m i t e d t o 3 c o n s e c u t i v e t e rm s i n o f f i c e , o r a n y p a r t t h e r e o f ,
a n d f o l l ow i n g

t h e

a f o r em e n t i o n e d 3 c o n s e c u t i v e t e rm s i n o f f i c e ,
n o t b e e l i g i b l e t o r u n f o r a n y e l e c t e d o f f i c e i n S u r f s i d e f o r a t

l e a s t o n e t w o - y e a r p e r i o d ? "

t h e

q u e s t i o n a b o v e i s s h o r t , s i m p l e , e a s y t o u n d e r s t a n d a n d
s h o u l d

h a v e

b e e n p l a c e d o n
T h e

b a l l o t - b u t b e c a u s e o f c omme n t s ,
l i k e

t h e
o n e s y o u ’ r e a b o u t t o r e s i d e n t s WON ’ T

g e t

a c h a n c e
t o v o t e o n

t h e
i s s u e .

F o r i n s t a n c e ; w h e n v o i c i n g h e r o p i n i o n o n
t h e

i s s u e , S a l z h a u e r
s a i d

t h e
f o l l ow i n g a b o u t Te rm L im i t s :

1 ) [ T h e b a l l o t q u e s t i o n i s ] " n o t n e c e s s a r y ".
2 ) " I t ’ s [ T h e b a l l o t q u e s t i o n ] t o o c omp l i c a t e d ".

3 ) " T h e y ’ v e t r i e d t o d o i t b e f o r e a n d f a i l e d ". [ N o t t r u e , r e s i d e n t s

h a v e

n e v e r b e e n g i v e n

t h e

o p p o r t u n i t y

t o e n a c t Te rm L im i t s ]
4 ) " T h i s [ T h e e f f o r t t o l e t r e s i d e n t s d e c i d e w h e t h e r t h e y w a n t

Te rm L im i t s , o r n o t ] i s n o t i m p o r t a n t ".
5 ) " T h i s [ B e i n g a n e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l i n S u r f s i d e ] p a y s $ 1 p e r y e a r , n o

o n e i s s t i c k i n g a r o u n d - I a l r e a d y w a n t o u t ".
6 ) [ R e g a r d i n g

t h e

Te rm L im i t d i s c u s s i o n ] " L e t ’ s t h i s o v e r w i t h ".

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

r e a d ,

M s .

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

a r t i c l e

h a v e o p p o r t u n i t y

t h e
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