NOAA

Three Types of Aircraft Icing

Clear Icing

Between 2 °C to -10°C

Appears lumpy and translucent or.
clear and smooth

Results from supercooled liquid
water droplets striking the
surface but not freezing
immediately upon contact

Tends to form horns or other
complex shapes which can
significantly disrupt the airflow

Rime Icing

Between -10° Cto -15° C

Appears rough, milky, and opaque
Formed by the instantaneous
freezing of supercooled droplets
as they strike the aircraft

Tends to form conformal or
wedge-shaped accretions

Mixed Icing

* Between-15°Cand-20°C
* Combination of clear ice and rime

ice

Forms rapidly when ice particles
become embedded in clear ice
Builds a very rough accumulation































