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1986 to 2025 (With gaps) 

Cristy Mace

2019 - 2021

Pam Harris

Founding President 1986

Keith Irving

1995 - 2002

Ken Stockfeld

2002 - 2004?

Evan Davis

2010 - 2012

John Cable
2004-2010 & 2012 - 

2017

Peter Sago

2017 - 2019

Rod Sewell

2021 - Present
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John  Cab le  2021Bob Kennedy  2012

LIFE MEMBERS
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ESTABLISHMENT
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1986

The group was established in 1986 when Pam Harris called a public 

meeting of local farmers to deal with the rabbit plague.  (Calicivirus 

did not reach our area till 1996.)

The meeting was attended by a representative of the Department 

of Conservation Forests and Land from Maryborough.

The first project involved 1080 poison carrot baits.  Carrots were 

cut up in Pam and Danȗs carport and distributed from the Hall.

1200 dead rabbits were collected from Pam and Danȗs property. 

DCFL said for every dead rabbit above ground, there were 10 dead 

underground.

12,000 were killed on their property alone!
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EARLY 
INVOLVEMENT 
OF FARMERS

T h e  G l e n l y o n  R e c r e a t i o n  R e s e r v e  w a s  
t a c k l e d  b y  l o c a l  f a r m e r s .  

Des Leonard Alan Larkin

Alan Cooper

Ian Fleischer Ron Sewell Max Ford

Gerald Coffey
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PLANTING BESIDE 
THE LODDON
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Mid 1990s

Early planting programs focused on reintroducing native 

plants to enhance biodiversity and support a wide range 

of wildlife species.

We still use the planters held by Keith and Ray for 

planting tube stock.

Adrian Thomas, Ray Irving, Unknown, Joan Rattray, Ken Stockfeld, Unknown Child, Keith Irving 

Photo supplied by Joan Rattray
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EARLY GORSE CONTROL
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1996 - 1997

2 grants totalling $15,000 obtained by Galena Debney 
(secretary) when Keith Irving was president.  Approx $4,000 
still available for work in 2005

Joan Rattray recalled her work with husband Graeme related 
to the Gorse Task Force.  She said the first area was Mary 
Boddyȗs (opposite the General Store)to Matts Lane 
approximately 1996-1997.   Joan and Graeme attended annual 
meetings of the VGT.

2001 - 2002

Joan Rattray, GULLG Weed Co-Ordinator contacted eligible 
landholders to claim subsidy under Ballarat Gorse Task Forceȗs 
grants. Only 5 submitted receipts.

Joanȗs job was to visit the properties and șhave a yak and a 
cuppaȚ.  She said the more friendly approach, rather than the 
tough enforcement approach was more productive. Whatever 
the property owner spent on chemical for gorse management, 
if the property owner provided an invoice, a fair percentage 
was given back.  Joan and Graeme only recommended rather 
than prescribed eg Grazon. Note 2005 newsletter stated 
GULLG does not support the use of Grazon or any Ȗesterȗ 
based herbicides due to vaporisation spread/drift.

Joan said that the major issue was that there was no follow up 
after the initial treatment of the gorse, so it grew back.

Joan recalled early working bees along the river, brush cutting 
around the trees and on the walking trail.
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WAR ON 
WEEDS

. In September 1996 the Department of Natural Resources & 

Environment advised in The Advocate that riverside vegetation is key 

to ending degradation of waterways stating that advice and financial 

assistance was available to landholders for this purpose. By October 

1996 Minister Tehan announced $3 million under the Landcare 

Partnerships Initiative. By 1997 the $12 million War on Weeds was 

announced. 

For more information about the development of the Biolink, See Detailed History Evan 

Davis statement page 8
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Barry Philp 2005? in the Biolink with treated blackberry +2m high
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NCCMA 
LODDON 
FALLS PROJECT

Proposed 7 management sections Dysart St to 

Loddon Falls

2000
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JOHN CABLE 
JOINS
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Augus t  2001

John recalls, 

șJill and I purchased 75 Butlers Lane in January 2000. I attended the 

AGM of the Glenlyon Upper Loddon Landcare Group in August to determine 

opportunities to fund the work on the riparian zone.

Keith Irving asked me if I would like to stand for the office of President which 

I politely declined but offered to be the Secretary. This was the start of 25 

years involvement with the Group.Ț

Keith Irving & John Cable 2013
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NCCMA LODDON 
FALLS PROJECT

Å NCCMA worked directly with landholders adjacent to the Loddon 

holding onsite and public meetings July 2001.

Å Letters to landholders mentioned possible joint project with 

Landcare 

Å Actions outlined included rabbit baiting, stock exclusion, weed 

management, fencing remnant vegetation

Å Timing: Spring 2001 to Autumn 2003

Å Dec 2002 newsletter Loddon Falls project $1850 to support gorse 

control of Zone 1 of Loddon Falls Project was successful.

2001 -  2003
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PLANTING AT 
LODDON 
FALLS

John Cable recalls

Areas of the land above the Falls had 

become infested with Pattersonȗs 

curse and the few Manna gums 

remaining were deteriorating. GULLG 

resolved to control the weeds and to 

plant both manna gums and 

blackwoods in the area.  The young 

plants were protected by large tree 

guards to keep the wallabies at bay 

and many years later have thrived. 
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Joan and Graeme Rattray 

Tireless workers for GULLG

2009
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This planting site as of 2025


