
BLACKRIDGE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes from Tuesday 13th December 2022 

 

PRESENT      APOLOGIES 

COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS A Valentini 

M Stewart J Robertson 

K Strachan Cllr L Kenna 

R Rylott J Ramsay 

S Montgomery A Montgomery 

B Craig  

K Baylis  

INVITED GUESTS  

Cllr McGuire  

A Graham  

Cllr Borrowman  

A Sharp  

 

Minutes from last meeting  Proposed: S Montgomery 

     Seconded: A Sharp 

 

Matters Arising: Correction to Mrs Downie’s new post, this is at Riverside Primary School, not 

Riverside Academy. 

School Update: None. 

Police Update: No update received. 

There are still issues with quadbikes and motorbikes, with particular concerns around driving on 

pavements and the cycle track. The problems seem to be worse in the Armadale area. 

Finance: 

The balance in the account is £12,720.01 

There was a payment of £244.51 for website hosting. 

On 13th December £12,400 was transferred to the new Bank of Scotland account, leaving a small 

balance to cover any outstanding commitments. 

Planning:  

There are no active applications for the Blackridge area. 
 
Newsletter/Website: 

A copy of the newsletter was delivered to every house in Blackridge in December.  The next issue will 

be discussed further at January meeting.  

 



Projects:  

• Notice Board. M Stewart and R Rylott will meet to discuss options for the installation. 

• Benches. We are on a list for a Platinum Jubilee bench. We are waiting for a design for the 

four railway benches. The Eastern Star bench can go ahead, and has been ordered, as a 

previous objection is no longer an issue. 

• Bollards. These cannot be replaced in the winter weather. 

• Blackridge in Bloom. The new paving slab circle is in place at the Craiginn centre. The place 

where the old grit bin was sited has been re-turfed. There have been more bulbs planted on 

verges and unused areas. The wooden benches that were on the approach to the station are 

now in storage and we are looking for a community project that will be able to refurbish and 

use them. 

Health Centre: The Health Centre is very busy, with high demand for all services. The centre will be 

closed on December 26th and 27th, and on January 2nd and 3rd.  

 

AOB:  

• Craig Inn Centre Open Day. This will take place on Sunday 22nd January 2023. 

• Foundation Scotland. There has been a complaint about new procedures for applying for 

grants. The system seems to now require applicants to show that they have additional 

policies and procedures on “safeguarding” and the “old folks committee” are finding the 

new requirements to be unnecessarily onerous and irrelevant. 

• New Build Housing. There has been a delay at Craig Inn Terrace. The first units should have 

been arriving early in the New Year, but this will not now be the case. 

• Beechbrae. The Storyteller who performed at Beechbrae has written a song. It can be seen 

on the Beechbrae Instagram page. 

• Survey. The CC would like to see the results of the survey that was conducted in the summer 

of 2022. 

• Windfarms. There are two current applications with North Lanarkshire Council. Several 

discussions took place around commenting officially on these as they are close to the 

Council boundary and affect Blackridge.  

• Blackridge Church. The Church is providing a warm space with food and hot drinks. There 

was a discussion on how to engage with people who are not churchgoers, young families, 

people who are socially isolated, or have physical disabilities or mental health issues.                       

A suggestion was made about the potential for a food pantry scheme in Blackridge. 

• Proposed New Shop at Craiginn Terrace. The landowner is actively looking for the right 

retailer to take up the offer, so that the shop offers the best quality for Blackridge. 

• Road Markings. Many of the road markings around Blackridge are worn and obscured with 

dirt and vegetation. Cllr Borrowman advised that there was a rolling programme of road 

painting and that an FOI could explain why things were so bad. 

 

NEXT MEETING: 17th January 2023, 7.00pm at Craig Inn Centre. 

 


