
BLACKRIDGE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes from Tuesday 20th September 2022, Next Meeting 18th October 2022 

Craig Inn Centre, Blackridge. 

PRESENT          APOLOGIES 

Marion Stewart A Valentini 

Cllr McGuire A Montgomery 

S Montgomery R Rylott 

K Strachan B Craig 

J Ramsay A Downie 

A Graham J Robertson 

Cllr Borrowman  

C Steele  

K Baylis  

  

 

Minutes from last meeting  Proposed; C Steele 

     Seconded; J Ramsay 

Matters Arising:  None 

 

School Update;  None 

 

Police Update;  

Police unable to attend the meeting but there is a report available.  

There was an incidence of children on bikes worrying sheep in a field near Beechbrae. It was 

promptly dealt with by the Police. 

There are still reports of motorbikes on the cycle track and around the village. 

 

Finance:  

There are still ongoing issues with banking, as RBS will not consider a bank account that is not linked 

to the personal banking of the signatories. This is not acceptable for the CC, who need a bank 

account that stands alone, with signatories. 

The CC decided that we should proceed with opening an account with Bank of Scotland. K Strachan 

will action this. 

The current balance in the bank account is £15,333.73 

 

Planning: None 



 
Newsletter/Website; 

We need to be organised for the deadline of 7th November for the Christmas edition. 

K Bayliss to arrange for us to have a photograph for the front cover. 

 

Projects;  

The cost of watering the planters has increased slightly due to increased costs for the contractor. 

We are still waiting for two benches. 

 

Health Centre;  

No issues at present. 

There have been several complaints from the public regarding the availability of some medications 

from our local pharmacies.  They are all experiencing difficulties obtaining some medications. Some 

people are trying to obtain medication at other pharmacies without success, we trust this does not 

affect our local pharmacy. 

AOB:  

BMET. There is a new Outreach Worker, but Heather is staying on to support her meantime, and 

still wants to be involved in the project. 

Torrance Windfarm. There is an application for planning consent to extend this with four much 

larger turbines. They will be on the South side of the M8 and to the West of the Blackridge to Harthill 

road. There have been suggestions that the developers want to adopt a different format for 

community benefit, perhaps giving directly to individuals, rather than using Foundation Scotland 

grants system. The developers have asked to come to our next meeting. It was agreed that they 

could have a 30 minute slot. 

Ceilidh. This will be held in the Craig Inn Centre on 22nd October. 

Rail Event. Discussion on ways to celebrate the railway opening anniversary. Covid lockdowns 

prevented the 10 year anniversary taking place and it was felt that it was too close to Christmas to 

plan anything this year. It was felt that a family fun day in January would be more easily organised 

and better attended. There will be an article in the next newsletter about this event. 

Craig Inn Centre. The centre needs to be used to keep it open. We need to encourage groups to use 

the facilities and individuals to join the library. 

Beechbrae. Are now running more “Branching Out” programmes. 

Public Transport. There are still problems with bus services with routes still unsuitable for accessing 

many areas and buses seem to be breaking down frequently. The Lothian Country 280 will be 

withdrawn from 20th November. McGill’s will be taking over some services after acquiring First 

Scotland Eastern Scottish business from the end of September, the village is hoping for 

improvements. 



Convenience Store. This is still a possibility on the new development at Craiginn Terrace, but no 

details yet. 

Housing development. The new-build houses under construction on Craiginn Terrace are for rent. 

The one-bedroom properties are for over 55’s and the two- bedroom ones are for anyone. 

The properties for sale on the site may need a new planning consent, as the changes they need to 

make may be material. 

 

NEXT MEETING; 18th October 2022 , 7.00pm in the Craig Inn Centre. 


