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ORDER OF SERVICE
THE WORD OF GOD

Prelude 
“We Choose the Fear of the Lord” 	Kirk Dearman
Processional Hymn  
    “The Church’s One Foundation” 	Blue Hymnal 525
Opening Acclamation 	Book of Common Prayer p. 355
“Glory to God” 	Blue Hymnal S-280
Collect and Lessons 	 Book of Common Prayer p. 357

The Collect            
O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Old Testament 	Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many.
“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”
Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”
But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you good.” And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem.
The Word of the Lord                                	Thanks be to God


The Psalm 	Psalm 78:1-7
1 Hear my teaching, O my people; *
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; *
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.
3 That which we have heard and known,
and what our forefathers have told us, *
we will not hide from their children.
4 We will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, *
and the wonderful works he has done.
5 He gave his decrees to Jacob
and established a law for Israel, *
which he commanded them to teach their children;
6 That the generations to come might know,
and the children yet unborn; *
that they in their turn might tell it to their children;
7 So that they might put their trust in God, *
and not forget the deeds of God,
but keep his commandments;



The New Testament Epistle	  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.

The Word of the Lord                               	 Thanks be to God

Sequence Hymn 
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”	Blue Hymnal 68


The Gospel           	Matthew 25:1-13
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
	                                                                          Glory to you, Lord Christ
Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
The Gospel of the Lord   	Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



Sermon	The Reverend John Baldwin
Nicene Creed 	Book of Common Prayer p. 358
Prayers of the People Form III	Book of Common Prayer p. 387

The Ascension Discernment Prayer
(Recited together at the end of the Prayers of the People)

O God of wisdom and guidance,
We ask that you lead our parish in this season of discernment.
Bless our Search Committee with clarity,
Bless our Vestry with faithfulness,
And bless our whole congregation with patience and hope.
May the Holy Spirit guide and instill in the people of Ascension 
a glorious vision of the future.
And finally, we ask that You prepare the priest 
You are calling to join us,
and prepare us to welcome them and serve together in your name.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession and Absolution 	Book of Common Prayer p. 359
The Peace 	Book of Common Prayer p. 360

Holy Communion
Offertory 	
“Seek Ye First”	Blue Hymnal 711
Eucharistic Prayer B	    Book of Common Prayer p. 367
Sanctus 	Blue Hymnal S-125
The Lord’s Prayer 	Book of Common Prayer p. 364
Breaking of the Bread  	Book of Common Prayer p. 364
Communion*
Communion Hymn	
 “In Remembrance of Me”	Hymns of Praise 50
Post Communion Prayer	 Book of Common Prayer p. 365
Recessional Hymn	
 “How Firm a Foundation”	Blue Hymnal 636
Dismissal 	 Book of Common Prayer p. 366
Postlude  
 “Ancient of Days” 	Don Burgess  				







*You may come to the rail to receive communion or a blessing. Communion wine may be received from the common cup or by intinction. If you choose intinction, please hold the bread up for the Lay Eucharistic Minister to take it from you who will dip it in the second cup and return it. If coming for a blessing, or if not receiving the communion wine, simply approach the rail and cross your arms over your chest. 
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We pray for Sean our Presiding Bishop, Susan our Bishop, 
and John, our Guest Priest.

We pray for the people of Ascension, that formed by our Baptismal promises we might embody God’s community of Shalom in the world.
 
In our Diocesan Cycle of Prayers, we pray for Christ, Smithfield and Glebe, 
Suffolk; and for all Veterans and Active Duty deployed and their families.

We give thanks for the blessings of this life.

We give thanks for the birthday of Shana Paul (11/9).

We give thanks for the ministry of our Lay Readers.

The Ascension Discernment Prayer
O God of wisdom and guidance,
We ask that you lead our parish in this season of discernment.
Bless our Search Committee with clarity,
Bless our Vestry with faithfulness,
And bless our whole congregation with patience and hope.
May the Holy Spirit guide and instill in the people of Ascension 
a glorious vision of the future.
And finally, we ask that You prepare the priest 
You are calling to join us,
and prepare us to welcome them and serve together in your name.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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We welcome The Reverend John Baldwin as our supply deacon and preacher this morning. 
We give thanks to Ellen Belfi for playing the piano for the service this morning. Welcome, Ellen!
Breakfast with Jesus Hour: This Sunday from 9 to 10 am, we will present the first half of the third installment of the PBS Passport video series, Ancient Roads: From Christ to Constantine., which features Paul’s third and final missionary journey as the Apostolic Age comes to an end and how the remaining apostles were martyred. Paul and the apostle Peter were killed by a cruel tyrant. Come a few minutes before (8:45 am) to get a drink and light breakfast treats and join in the lounge to explore our theme: The Back Story: Spreading the Word Then and Now.
We will have Godly Play for ages 3 to 5th grade, along with our Nursery, meeting in the Day School Wing.
Thoughts on Stewardship
Today’s message on Stewardship is celebrating the work we all do when we join in our worship and by those who serve to prepare and lead our liturgies. We are blessed with a dedicated and faithful Altar Guild whose members prepare the chancel and sanctuary as well as the elements of communion for every liturgy. The Liturgy Committee coordinates the various types and contents of liturgies we observe throughout the church year. We have licensed Lay Eucharistic Ministers, commonly referred to as Chalicers, Lay Readers, Acolytes, and two licensed Worship Leaders, all of whom serve to effectively assume roles essential in our liturgies. One member coordinates preparation of the Order of Worship for the bulletin, which changes as seasons of the church year, clergy, or lay leadership changes, and also coordinates the roster of musicians, so we have piano accompaniment for the music. Another selects the hymns we sing each week. We hope to have a choir again and the services of an organist and choir director. 
Roy’s ROMEOs will return on Monday, November 9th to The Royal Garden Chinese Restaurant, located at 155 W Ocean View Ave, between Duffy’s Lane and 1st View St, in the Ocean View Shopping Center. Lunch will start at 11:30am, as usual.  Please come and join us for good food, fun, and fellowship!
Joint Thanksgiving Service Once again, our congregation and Royster Presbyterian will be joining Talbot Park Baptist Church who will be hosting this year’s Joint Thanksgiving Service on November 22nd at 10am. We will have no service or formation at Ascension on the 22nd.  We will resume our regular schedule on November 29th with Sunday Gathering and Godly Play at 9am and the service of Morning Prayer for the First Sunday of Advent at 10:15. 
Food Pantry News and Donations Request: The number of clients we serve at our Food Pantry is steadily increasing. In September of 2025, we served 71 households, totaling 221 people. This September, we served 141 households, totaling 463 people. We anticipate having a large number of clients that will need assistance with their Thanksgiving meals. The Food Pantry will be distributing Thanksgiving food items on November 3rd, 5th, 10th, 12th, 17th, and 19th. Below is a list of Thanksgiving items that we need; your donations are greatly appreciated.  
· Turkeys 
· Instant mashed potatoes 
· Canned collards 
· Stuffing mix 
· Turkey gravy (Aldi had these envelopes for $0.09 the other day) 
· Cream of mushroom and cream of chicken soup
· Cranberry sauce
Please make sure that donations are in cans, boxes, or envelopes (no glass containers). If you prefer to make a monetary donation to help us purchase these items, you can place it in the offering plate. Please note on the memo line of the check that it is for Food pantry or if cash, put in an envelope marked Food pantry. We also gladly welcome donations of 8oz blocks of cheese and paper bags from Lidl or any other store! Lidl has sturdy paper bags available at an affordable price, but bags from any store are greatly appreciated. 
Thank you for contributing to this important mission.

Christmas Stockings: The Salvation Army Christmas Stocking holiday season drive has begun! Ascension’s goal this year is to fill 35 stockings. The stockings will be available for pick-up starting today with instructions and details for return no later than Sunday, December 6th. These stockings are for real children who are in need and depend on us to make their Christmas special.
Ascension at the Virginia Chorale: Join us on Sunday, December 6th at 4pm at Christ & St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. Group rate tickets are $20 each, and Sam Webster (757-675-5518) is glad to undertake obtaining them. Please pay by check, payable to him, or by cash no later than Friday, December 5th. After the concert, gather at Jane’s and Sam’s downtown condo for some holiday cheer, 239 Duke Street, Tazewell Street Entrance, No. 406, Norfolk. Please bring an hors d’oeuvre or dessert to share and your own beverage(s).
Columbarium Visiting Hours: To help us better accommodate visits and ensure the church office is available to assist as needed, the Columbarium will be open for visitation Monday through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. If you would like to visit outside of these hours, we kindly ask that you contact the church office in advance so that special arrangements can be made. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation as we continue to care for this sacred space and all who visit their loved ones here.


Chanco Chatter 
Advent Retreat with Bishop Susan Haynes December 4-5th
There’s something meaningful about setting aside time to pause, pray, and reconnect with your spiritual life. Join Bishop Susan at Chanco on the James for a retreat focused on learning to read and pray the Daily Office, using the Book of Common Prayer as your guide. Fr. Tom Haynes of Christ the King, Tabb and Holy Apostles, Virginia Beach will be assisting Bishop Susan with this retreat.

Whether you’re new to the Daily Office or already incorporate it in your daily routine, this retreat will offer practical instruction and an opportunity to deepen your understanding of this time-honored practice. Each participant will receive a copy of A User's Guide to Morning and Evening Prayer: A User's Guide to The Book of Common Prayer by Christopher L. Webber as an additional resource to support reading and praying the Daily Office beyond the retreat. Space is limited. $160 private room, $120 shared. For more information and to register, visit https://campchanco.campbrainregistration.com/.
 
Winter Camp | January 15th-January 17th, 2027
Winter Camp returns January 15–17, 2027, for campers ages 7–12! It’s a weekend of bonfires, archery, zip lining, hot cocoa by the fire, skits, games, music, and worship. It’s perfect for younger campers who want to come back to Chanco, and a wonderful way to introduce a new camper before summer. Campers arrive Friday evening (6:30 p.m.) and head home Sunday after breakfast (10:00 a.m.). The cost is $150. To register, visit https://chanco.org/event/winter-camp-2027/ 

Summer Camp 2027 Registration is Open
Registration for Summer Camp 2027 is now open for campers ages 8–16! Families who register early get the best choice of sessions, including popular specialty camps like Mariner’s Camp that often fill with a wait list. Tiered pricing lets families choose Tier 1 to give back to Chanco or Tier 2 for a subsidized cost, with the same incredible experience either way. Active-duty military and Coast Guard families receive a 10% discount, and scholarships are available. Please share this with the families in your parish, especially those who may be new to camp. To register, visit https://campchanco.campbrainregistration.com/
Creation Care
Thanks for participating in our trial recycling program! You can mix all your items together in your collection box. Drop off your items during office hours at DIOSOVA 11832 Rock Landing Drive Suite 100, Newport News (M-F 9-3) or Church of the Ascension 405 Talbot Hall Road, Norfolk (M-Th 9am-12pm). Ascension will also have a small outdoor collection box in their outdoor breezeway beginning April 2026. You can also mail your box to: 
Attn: Creation Care Team, 405 Talbot Hall Road, Norfolk, VA 23505. 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS CAN BE RECYCLED
• BEAUTY PRODUCTS AND PACKAGING - Empty Cosmetic, Hair & Skin Care Packaging including Aluminized Tubes, Cosmetic Cases & Sticks, Plastic Packaging Unacceptable Items: Aerosol & Pressurized Cans, Cardboard, Electronic Items, Nail Polish Bottles & Removers, Partially Full & Full Packaging, Perfume Bottles, Wood & Bamboo, Wooden Eyeliner Pencils
• PENS, PENCILS & MARKERS - Pens, Pencils (non-wood), Highlighters, Markers & Caps, Mechanical Pencils, Pen & Pen Caps, Permanent Markers & Caps. Unacceptable Items: Paint Brushes, Wooden Pencils
• BOTTLE CAPS – Metal & Plastic Drink Bottle Caps Unacceptable Items: Bottles, Packaging, Liquids
• WATER FILTERS - Any Brand & Any Size Water Filters Unacceptable Items: Air Filters, Oil Filters
• CONTACT LENSES & PACKAGING - Contact Lenses, Plastic Film, Pods, And Cardboard Packaging Unacceptable Items: Contact Lens Solution, Bottles
• ORAL CARE WASTE & PACKAGING - Floss Containers, Toothbrush & Toothpaste Outer Packaging, Toothbrushes, Toothpaste Tubes & Caps Unacceptable Items: Floss, Other Oral Waste Care Items
• COFFEE BAGS – Empty Coffee Bags Unacceptable Items: Capsules, Coffee Grounds, Discs, Filters, Coffee Electronics, Other Coffee Packaging
• CORKS – Synthetic Beverage Corks Unacceptable Items: Natural Corks, Aluminum Champagne Twists, Bottle Caps, Bottles, Foil, Screw Tops
• STRAWS – Any Size Plastic Straws Unacceptable Items: Paper Straws, Biodegradable Straws
• DISPOSABLE CUPS & LIDS – Paper Coated Cups, Plastic Cups, Plastic Lids Disposable Cups 
& Lids that have been rinsed and dried Unacceptable Items: Biodegradable Plastic Cups & Lids, Juice Boxes & Pouches. Other Rigid Plastic Containers
• GLUE STICKS & BOTTLES – Empty Craft Glue Stick Containers & Empty Glue Bottles
Unacceptable Items: Industrial Adhesive Containers

Questions – contact Canon Lynn Farlin at 757-676-6188 or lfarlin@diosova.org                                    
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Outreach, Collections, & Opportunities:
Catholic Worker Sandwiches: Join us on the 4th Tuesday of each month from 1–2:30 p.m. at Sally Miller’s home to help prepare sandwiches for Catholic Worker. Sign up month-to-month on the sheet in the narthex by the Catholic Worker basket. Please bring a hat to wear, as required by the Health Department. Light refreshments are enjoyed. All are welcome!

Catholic Worker Schedule
· Breakfast on the Streets: Happens every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday at 7am. Prep begins at 6am at Sacred Heart Catholic Church. Meals are served on Salter Street between Virginia Beach Blvd. and Princess Anne Road, one block east of Monticello Avenue.
· Black Lives Matter Vigil: Happens on Thursdays from 4-5pm at the corner of 27th Street and Hampton Blvd.
· Anti-War Vigils: Please call for schedule.
· Hampton Roads Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons: Please call for upcoming events.

Catholic Worker Needs
· Volunteers: Help serve breakfast on the streets or drive/accompany guests to appointments.
· Food: ground coffee, quick grits, quick oatmeal, salted butter, sugar, creamer, family size tea bags, iced tea mix, salt, pepper, fresh produce, rice, pasta, beans and tomato products
· Clothing: men’s durable clothes (Winter: warm jackets, large gloves, pants, hoodies, long johns) (Summer: shorts, t-shirts), men’s belts and boxers (size 32-36), and white crew socks.
· Other: bicycles and U locks, washcloths, clean sleeping bags, blankets, and adult rain ponchos
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Below are just a few of the ways Ascension is serving our community:
Each month, members of our church family lovingly prepare 100 sandwiches, which are delivered to Catholic Worker for distribution to those experiencing homelessness.

Please watch for upcoming volunteer opportunities—we welcome your participation and support!

Reminder: The deadline for announcements is Tuesday at 5pm. Announcements received after that time may not make it into the bulletin or the emailed announcements. 

Weekly Studies:

Tuesday Centering Prayer meets at 7:45am on Tuesdays on Zoom for one hour.  The meeting opens at 7:30 for chatting, then at 7:45 we proceed with the reading of a psalm, 20 minutes of silent prayer/meditation followed by a discussion of the reading. The group is currently reading After the Apple: Women in the Bible - Timeless Stories of Love, Lust, and Longing by Naomi Harris Rosenblatt. We are a diverse group with members joining from three countries and various religious backgrounds.  You are invited to join us at any time. To get on the Zoom invite list, please contact Anji Harris (anjiharris54@gmail.com) or Sally Miller (757-489-5293) or samiller903@yahoo.com).

Re-Imagining Church meets on Thursdays at 12pm. The meeting serves as a time of spiritual reflection and planning as we listen for and try to follow God’s call to Ascension. Please join us; your perspective may be how God is informing us of what we should be doing next.

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88559209322?pwd=BubDI0FA8IXIwwryikkt4Jito7gq0r.1 

Meeting ID: 885 5920 9322     Passcode: 346720

Thursday Mid-Morning Seekers’ Bible Study will watch a video, read scripture passages, and discuss the questions together. I recommend joining the meeting early in case you have any issues getting connected. I hope to see everyone on Thursday at 10:00 am! If you are not on the email group or have trouble accessing the Zoom, please contact Susan Meredith at merbec@cox.net or 757-617-1959. 

Meeting ID: 832 5615 4914     Passcode:  614216



A Look at the Week Ahead:

Monday
9:00 am Liturgy Committee Meeting – Zoom
11:30 am Roy’s ROMEOs Lunch – Royal Garden Chinese Restaurant

Tuesday
7:30 am Centering Prayer – Zoom
10:00 am Food Pantry – Pantry
11:30 am Buildings & Grounds – Rose Hall

Thursday 
10:00 am Food Pantry – Pantry
10:00 am Mid-Morning Seekers’ Bible Study – Zoom
12:00 am Re-Imagining Church – Zoom

Sunday
9:00 am Breakfast with Jesus – Hall for Coffee Then Lounge
(Nursery from 9-11am)
                  Godly Play (Ages 3 to 5th Grade – Day School Wing
10:15 am Holy Eucharist Rite II – Sanctuary
4:00 pm Youth Group – Rose Hall


                                          
                                              OUR VISION IS
Loved by Christ
Led by the Spirit
Serving God’s World
	           Susan Meredith*
	2024-2026
	merbec@cox.net
	757.617.1959 

	           Anji Harris+
	2023-2026
	Anjiharris54@gmail.com
	757.831.3474

	           Pat Duncan
	2023-2026
	Patlduncan2020@gmail.com
	478.777.0904

	           Karen Newbern^

	2024-2027
	newby0325@gmail.com

	757.685.6935

	           Luke Suber

	2024-2027
	lukesuber@yahoo.com

	361.779.7216


	           Carol Evans
	2024-2027
	cevans1017@gmail.com
	757.335.1774

	          Robin Kruger
	2025-2028
	Rekruger54@gmail.com 
	757.470.9882




Your Vestry is here to serve you!

*Senior Warden     +Junior Warden    ^Register

Clergy
Bishop The Right Reverend Susan Haynes
Supply Priest The Reverend John Baldwin

Guest Pianist Ellen Belfi



All music is used with permission under One License A-701614 and CCLI 2009175
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