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Profile: 
Thirty-five years of experience working in science, environmental policy and law as a manager, lawyer, teacher, and professor, with positions in academia, non-profit, government, and private industry to find solutions that maintain and improve environmental conditions

Private Sector and Non-profit Regulatory Experience

Private Sector/Role:

IMCC, Inc., (company sold), COO, 2004-5; Marasco Newton Group, Ltd. (company sold) Vice President, Natural Resources and Environment, 1999-2000 (company sold); Louis Berger & Associates, Inc., Principal Environmental Scientist, Senior Associate and Science Policy Director 1990-1999; TAMS Consultants, Inc., Principal Ecologist, 1986-1989; Texas Instruments, Inc., Biologist, Group Leader, and Acting Technical Director, 1976-1979
Non-profit/Role:

Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law, Program Assistant 2018-present; International Scholars for Environmental Studies (ISES) (located at Yale University), Executive Director 1985-1989 (part-time after 1985); Hudson River Foundation (at first a group within the Natural Resources Defense Council), Director 1983-1986

As a trained environmental scientist and engineer I have participated in over 100 NEPA assessments for the US government and for the private sector. These programs ranged from $10,000 to $50 million in size. Examples include: 1) As the Program Director I lead a 50 person group in preparing a large NEPA assessment on the cleanup of nuclear waste for the US Department of Energy, 2) As a program manager, I prepared a site-wide NEPA assessment for Ft. Riley that covered a wide range of technical issues, 3) I lead the NEPA section for the US Coast Guard (see below) as an environmental specialist, 4) participated in 50 environmental assessment for the Federal Bureau of Prisons for new and revised facilities, 5) I lead a NEPA program for 8 years for the  US AID on programs in Senegal, 6) I was the lead chemist and environmental scientist in a NEPA study on pesticide use for the USAID, 7) I prepared a major study for the US ACOE on impacts of dredging in the Delaware River, and 8) I lead a major NEPA support contract for the USEPA Region I.
Public Sector Regulatory Experience:  

Groups/Role:

District Department of Energy and Environment, Senior Environmental Employee for USEPA, in the National Association for Hispanic Elderly. 2016- 2017; U.S. Coast Guard, Environmental Specialist, 2011- 2014; District of Columbia

Chair, Environment Subcommittee, Vincent Gray (Mayor) Transition Team 2010, 2010-2011; U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Representative, Interagency Testing Committee, Assistant, Office of the Senior Scientist, Office of Toxic Substances, 1979-1983

While at the US Coast Guard I was a lead in doing NEPA reviews and compliance for all active and pending environmental regulations. We did major studies on environmental impacts of security regulations at US ports, did a multi-tiered NEPA study on the impacts of introduced exotic organisms on US waters, and examined impacts of shipping on whales off the west coast in a major NEPA study. My specialty has been the application of National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to cross cutting environmental issues; my seminal work on programmatic environmental assessment (Pace School of Law) is often cited as a useful tool in the planning of government programs. I also was the Contract Manager for Federal and State grants and was responsible for performance management and evaluation on these programs.
At the local government level, as the principal environmental advisor to Mayor-elect Vincent Gray, I reviewed all the environmental laws being regulated and enforced at the DC District Department of the Environment. I assessed impacts on the regulated communities, as well as mechanisms to improved enforcement and coordination of these activities – both within DDOE and in relationship to other DC Agencies, including DOT, DPW and MPD. I also served on a committee to assess health risks associated with subsistence fishing from the Anacostia River. Much of my work was focused on environmental justice.
More recently, at DOEE I did inspections for enforcement of UST/LUST regulations. As part of my duties I worked with 20 Standard Operating Procedures for the UST/LUST program. I also assisted with developing and updating enforcement plans and policies for that program. I have tracked for that program compliance monitoring in the unknown tank program. I have helped to prepare inspection reports and the supporting documentation such as photographs and construction site plans. In my preparation of the draft UST Regulations I analyzed and reviewed best practices of other states and the EPA. 
Academic/instruction: 

Groups/Role:

American Red Cross, 2018-present, instructor; District of Columbia School of Law Foundation, 2015-2016, Environmental Law Society Advisor; University of District of Columbia (UDC), 2011-2014 (part-time)
Adjunct Full Professor, Advisor to Dean and Green Technology Specialist, College of Agriculture, Urban Sustainability and Environmental Science (CAUSES); George Mason University, 2001-present, Adjunct and Affiliate Professor, Environmental Science and Policy; State University of New York, 1989-2001, Professor, Environmental Science and Policy (part-time); Pace University School of Law, 1993-1994, Professor, Environmental Law (adjunct); City University of New York, 1983-1987, Adjunct Professor, Biology
In five colleges (City College, State University of New York at Purchase, Yale, Pace School of Law, George Mason and the University of the District of Columbia CAUSES) I taught multiple courses related to environmental policy and procedures related to the support and development and implementation of environmental justice, as well as regulatory and legal process. For 12 years I taught a course on NEPA to undergraduates and graduates.
Legal Experience: 

Cooper and Associates, PLLC (formerly Hume and Associates and in conjunction with Cooper Consulting, LLC), (retired) 
Attorney and President, 2000-present (semi-retired)
Overview:  General legal work for clients in regulatory environment at Federal and State levels to advise companies on present and future policies and perform administrative and legal work. I have been trained with a specialty in environmental law and am considered as expert in laws and regulations at local and Federal levels on a broad range of subjects.
Education:
B.A cum laude, Lawrence University (Chemistry); M.S. University of Wisconsin (Chemistry/Engineering); Ph.D., University of Wisconsin (Zoology); J.D. Pace University School of Law (Environmental Certificate).
Admitted in Law:

Connecticut and New Jersey
Honors: 
B.A. cum laude; Phi Lamda Upsilon (Honorary Chemical Society); Sigma Xi; Pace Environmental Law Review; EPA Commendation; commendations from USAID and World Bank. Nominated to be Administrative Law Judge at Nuclear Regulatory Commission and senior advisor for USEPA Office of Pesticide Programs

Publications: Subject areas are environmental regulation, toxic substances, environmental chemistry, zoology and environmental health assessment.
Appendix I: Selected PUBLICATIONS and MANUSCRIPTS
Exxon Mobil Development Corporation. 2000.  Environmental Management Plan. Chad Development Project Plan for David Terrassement (Bouygoue).(proprietary)

USEPA. 1999b. Accounting for water bodies in Superfund Hazard Ranking Systems. Working (internal) document prepared for OSWER.

USEPA. 1999c. Development of Outcome measures for performance measurement in Federal Programs related to Environmental Enforcement. Working (internal) document prepared for OECA.

USEPA. 1999d. Frameworks for Alternative Dispute Resolution in Federal Environmental Cases. Working (internal) paper prepared for OECA.  

Cooper, J.C. 1995. Environmental Regulation and Policy (course text book in manuscript).

Cooper, J.C. 1994. Broad Programmatic, Policy and Planning Assessments under the National Environmental Policy Act and Similar Devices: a Quiet Revolution in an Approach to Environmental Considerations. Pace Environmental Law Review 12: 89-156.

Cooper, J.C. 1994. How Clean is Clean: CERCLA clean-up standards. 
Appendix II: Selected NEPA projects in United States
Water Infrastructure Index for US for US Chamber of Commerce. Participated in committee planning, collecting data, reviewing methodologies and application of a water infrastructure index; the purpose of the index was to understand the relationship between investments in water programs and subsequent sustainable job growth and economic development. This index will then be applied to investment decisions on a state and national basis.
Environmental Standards for Chad-Cameroon Pipeline for Exxon Mobil. I served as the lead environmentalist/environmental overseer for the preparation of Overall Execution Plan for a 1000 km pipeline through Chad and Cameroon that is starting construction by French subcontractors (Sogea Satom and Bouygoue) to Exxon Mobil. This plan had six major subsections including a Waste Management Plan, Environmental Management Plan, Oil Spill Prevention Plan, Training, Health and Socioeconomic Plan. Using knowledge of environmental impacts on Africa and the US environmental laws, we constructed environmental protection plans for use during the execution phase of the programs. Work was conducted in French and English.

Hazard Ranking System, Technical Support for the USEPA, Office of Environmental Response and Restoration. As the acting Officer in Charge, I oversee programs components that include quality assurance and policy recommendations for candidate superfund sites, preparation of program guidance documents, and training programs.  

National Environmental Policy Act, Technical Support Services for the USEPA., Office of Federal Activities. As the Technical Support Manager, I directed and conducted studies in four areas: 1) Review of EA activities through the US government, 2) preparation of EA materials for programs, 3) training and enforcement activities related to NEPA, and international  activities in the EA field, and 4) prepare technical support materials in a variety of key areas, including cumulative impact assessment, approaches to review of NEPA documents, and the use of other NEPA devices, such as programmatic and other assessments. As the IQC manager I had responsibilities for task proposals, financial reporting to EPA, staffing, quality control, and contacts with the client and the public

National Environmental Policy Act, Wetlands and Marine-Related Studies for the USEPA, Region I. As Program Manager to the New England region, I provided scientific and regulatory analysis in areas related to coastal zone management, environmental impact and assessment, wetland-related programs (including impact analysis, restoration and monitoring), and marine-related studies (including fisheries, benthos and invertebrates, as well as effluent control and other industry related regulations). As the IQC manager I had responsibilities for task proposals, financial reporting to EPA, staffing, quality control, and contacts with the client and the public.

Literature Review and Risk Assessment of Impact of Dredging Activities in the Delaware Estuary on Birds of Prey for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Philadelphia. This assessment was conducted for the large dredging program for the Delaware Estuary from Philadelphia to the sea, in which the present channel is to be deepened by 5 feet. In addition to conducting literature surveys for this geographic area, this project developed new analytical methodologies for estimating bioaccumulation in birds of prey with respect to PCBs and DDE.

Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS) for the U.S. Department of Energy Office of Environmental Restoration and Waste Management (OEM). As Program Director provided technical and administrative support in preparing a PEIS for the activities proposed in the Environmental Restoration and Waste Management Five-year Plan, which are designed to clean up DOE's nuclear-related waste sites and to bring its aging facilities into compliance with today's environmental laws and regulations. Major components of the program are: 1) work associated with the restoration of old or existing waste sites, 2) planning for the treatment, storage and disposal of current or future wastes, 3) planning for decontamination and decommissioning of nuclear facilities, and 4) planning for the role of new technologies in the cleanups.

Indefinite Delivery Contract for Various Military Hazardous Waste Cleanup Projects at Fort Riley, Kansas, U.S. Army Engineer District, Kansas City. As Project Director for Ecology and General Manager for Quality Assurance provided environmental support and ecological studies for numerous aspects of this program, and worked in conjunction with remedial investigations and feasibility studies. Groups reporting to me were: air quality modeling, noise assessment, terrestrial and aquatic biological analyses, and impact assessment for a variety of hazardous waste and environmental projects. I also contributed technically to the areas of assessing human health and ecological risks associated with the hazardous waste sites.

Environmental Assessment and Pest Management Plan for Fort Riley Military Reservation, Kansas, U.S. Army Engineer District, Kansas City. As Program Director prepared a plan on all current activities occurring at the Post, applicable laws and regulations and anticipated future pesticide applications. The plan included aspects of food and housing on the post, natural resources, contracted pest control activities, agricultural and horticultural, and integrated pest management activities on the 100,000 acres facility. 

Damage Assessment for Impacts of Sewage Discharge to New York Harbor for Sills Cummis and a private client. As Program Director and expert witness I prepared major support documents on ecological, physical/chemical, and economic estimates of damage associated with the sewage discharge into several locations in New York Harbor for a multi-million dollar law suit under the Clean Water Act. I reviewed and assessed application of State and Federal Regulations, scientific criteria and policies for assessing impacts, historical data for evidence of impacts, economical valuation of fisheries and other aquatic resources, and engineering alternatives to prior activities (resulting in alleged damages).

Arthur Kill Oil Spill Assessment. As General Manager for Quality Assurance and Principal Scientist, I assisted the State of New Jersey to implement the provisions of a confidential work plan to assess the impacts of recent oil spills in a major waterway. My responsibilities included 1) development of field methodologies for biological organisms, sample design, sample analysis and data interpretation, and 2) coordination and interactions with public officials and members of the environmental community.

Hudson River Power Plant Impact. As Biologist, Group Leader, and Acting Technical Director I led major study on impacts of power plants on the Hudson River under four tasks: 1) study of fish ecology including food analyses, species interaction, correlation with physical/chemical environment, 2) population dynamics of finfish in the estuary, 3) field methodologies including efficiency of field methods for quantitative data analysis, and 4) special studies on spawning stocks of striped bass.

Assessment of Electromagnetic Impacts of Proposed MAGLEV Rail Transportation Program. As a technical specialist, I prepared a study for U.S. Dept of Transportation.

Assistance with State Implementation Plans (under the Clean Air Act) for New Jersey. I provided technical and legal oversight to a study for New Jersey Department Environmental Protection.

Assistance with State Implementation Plans (under the Clean Air Act) for Connecticut. I provided technical and legal oversight to a study for Connecticut Department Environmental Protection. 

Preparation of Manual on Environmental Audits for U.S. Postal Authority. I provided technical and legal oversight to a manual on environmental audits.
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