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       NOVEMBER 2021 E-NEWSLETTER 

 

Honoring our Military 
  

Operation Purple Heart 

  
  
Today, I ask you to help me with Operation Purple Heart, an unprecedented 
mission to return 11 Purple Heart medals to their rightful owners. 
  
The military honors were entrusted to my office as part of the Unclaimed Property 
program after their owners could not be found. It is my duty to find their owners and 
reunite them with their medals. 
  
These medals personify honor, sacrifice, and duty. They belong in the loving care 
of families rather than hidden inside our cold basement vault. 
  
We hope attention to the recent Veterans Day celebrations and tributes will spark 
a memory or provide a clue so that we can return these medals. 
  

   

 

https://sg-mktg.com/MTYzNzI3NDA3M3x3cFpuVHlqdlFncm5GMVhIQkhLSEJHUTlQbzNFT0MzOU9lbFE2SXhlMUVxTmNOZmFxOG93cVowVEptX213N2ZMRld3RkRkbm5WalZRN3RTZTN2am5Kd1hNRmljMFBoSHI0TkY5TlpWNEs0ZWpKR1JENC1QeWU2amN3MnVyd1MwVUp0R1RiNUs1dDR6YWF4NDZpMWYxbDhTZ1BFTVJhRmNoZEl3b3hVTzM1T2hLaDZDVGlZcDdBcDN6bEM5U3J3RkpxNTRTU0hiYkdXMFFMVEVEVjJ2UnJVTzdvOTRBR1BTZXdQT3R3QkhYRk9OZkswWEdTOUp0aEloTEJ0eVdadjRndHc9PXwkDE0q8yJD8BRbfeSyd6bj_4dhKp2PbOEwTr3WS6gpbA==
http://link.illinoistreasurer.gov/ls/click?upn=9ul6z3DhD9hNNagT89jkppjquYiTPc86fmeY-2B4Q5rVWUioY8QrbZJvuJsO5-2B5xGR_Thi_xvpSWGksawRPRmAxwTZI5J5viFgY8fbuUDvZaNtELcMBy-2By0ZJZs1dXKn3BqXbr5lobj1wCbJukbEnr6ngz7Kp54YyIW41WKwbfR3p9f6wu3XpQEXinesvh8SDXgVT-2Fl7UW9bi9QuMZDe1iQrm49uoQilLGfmBjsUz0Gn8aIHyNavUfDMtd0QDbSFQi8q5A2Mo3-2F-2Bsv2oQhQycZQYPQZNnShAS5htFj8TUUnyPCR82DMynM87S-2FtjmmuNXGg09c0rBtxTvVDaWXY7waiLcPTo2F31dR64GxiOTakHujBKw5nX1RDglx4BdO6MxODUknc4-2BAZlc2xvbcw6rNrj-2FaI-2F4XdS-2BVNW37w7JjV0pBGrRVSs2eM-2FH9QLRPovtu9eL6xtlr-2FSAr40c3VRvQX3Z-2Fju6Asv-2F8uj8pSV9OHcmZGaYI-3D
http://link.illinoistreasurer.gov/ls/click?upn=sGgo-2FgfyZXYTZ4crbZWDC45QaRIby-2BazmPPfZoRcxW2Tv51SCoTIG1iS-2FkWKvBbrQq_Q_xvpSWGksawRPRmAxwTZI5J5viFgY8fbuUDvZaNtELcMBy-2By0ZJZs1dXKn3BqXbr5lobj1wCbJukbEnr6ngz7Kp54YyIW41WKwbfR3p9f6wu3XpQEXinesvh8SDXgVT-2Fl7UW9bi9QuMZDe1iQrm49uoQilLGfmBjsUz0Gn8aIHyNavUfDMtd0QDbSFQi8q5A2Mo3-2F-2Bsv2oQhQycZQYPQZNnShAS5htFj8TUUnyPCR82BhzHQiaudPX4uax6WYEMwUJ8FEUaPqjJDfxZkGks-2Bk3kaOnWZ-2FCNjMdDS0ZpeUv9ymPVvIUF-2FxHiR7aElemqEZk3EqGRQ-2BWt690oH3eIekh9MCXMaQBVThGFI4cVh5aIqrkm2VYXXTsUgNn0KVjP5Kzc-2FLpEvorjXvsBWCHYOoWWfTmo3IKAYnxiiKnhVyWMQ-3D
http://link.illinoistreasurer.gov/ls/click?upn=sGgo-2FgfyZXYTZ4crbZWDC3depTijX8sAWB8el-2Fy24Rcii4wQT1nravXNhCeN10G38lBvPJrP8lVyGYxgLVhRCg-3D-3DYZxA_xvpSWGksawRPRmAxwTZI5J5viFgY8fbuUDvZaNtELcMBy-2By0ZJZs1dXKn3BqXbr5lobj1wCbJukbEnr6ngz7Kp54YyIW41WKwbfR3p9f6wu3XpQEXinesvh8SDXgVT-2Fl7UW9bi9QuMZDe1iQrm49uoQilLGfmBjsUz0Gn8aIHyNavUfDMtd0QDbSFQi8q5A2Mo3-2F-2Bsv2oQhQycZQYPQZNnShAS5htFj8TUUnyPCR82D37YabzpbEA5UupuNb2-2Fq57QLWAZaue5XCZR7RHgd8bXRqZ-2F9f8ZJP9zncYqK0oQsl1nERlR84voV29cj-2B1xzY5SRgjT9sf4HEp4XMjxWU0fixbY3xDf7eUi0e8aBgzTFV-2BZA-2FC03gXt3A-2FjDm-2F6ImLSNJNAAuTVH7A0zWbDA-2Bu88bqbZdDO80NXdGZSZUCk8-3D
http://link.illinoistreasurer.gov/ls/click?upn=sGgo-2FgfyZXYTZ4crbZWDC2VVEEmI7-2B6g8Y7jXOr9-2BLC5rPcubEjV4NfBjYc5yKagR8aG_xvpSWGksawRPRmAxwTZI5J5viFgY8fbuUDvZaNtELcMBy-2By0ZJZs1dXKn3BqXbr5lobj1wCbJukbEnr6ngz7Kp54YyIW41WKwbfR3p9f6wu3XpQEXinesvh8SDXgVT-2Fl7UW9bi9QuMZDe1iQrm49uoQilLGfmBjsUz0Gn8aIHyNavUfDMtd0QDbSFQi8q5A2Mo3-2F-2Bsv2oQhQycZQYPQZNnShAS5htFj8TUUnyPCR82BzZ3nmPD-2FSAOXcXQLAnY16azHYbMnRD9bq1DJfBQxjmwFas54Zup5rXeQfmOeky6SdYj0raoFEE4zxUUOcjTYCYiskawr-2BEBY6ovLaqzZ-2B5uKVgIKIt3vnOF-2Fnz2YcK93-2FzZl8L9Fch-2BDDqI-2BG-2FGale2Io9FBfEsw-2F4ynXlG5kShMBfrU-2F-2BtOhBRDm5nX-2BGkY-3D
http://link.illinoistreasurer.gov/ls/click?upn=sGgo-2FgfyZXYTZ4crbZWDC48KiVq8ikBLlVooxIcIgC5-2FXK6ps7BIkJzu-2B-2FDf-2BQOpd2CX_xvpSWGksawRPRmAxwTZI5J5viFgY8fbuUDvZaNtELcMBy-2By0ZJZs1dXKn3BqXbr5lobj1wCbJukbEnr6ngz7Kp54YyIW41WKwbfR3p9f6wu3XpQEXinesvh8SDXgVT-2Fl7UW9bi9QuMZDe1iQrm49uoQilLGfmBjsUz0Gn8aIHyNavUfDMtd0QDbSFQi8q5A2Mo3-2F-2Bsv2oQhQycZQYPQZNnShAS5htFj8TUUnyPCR82DEBWl2S3A7xjvfXUADvkOYVuWng5PWLoENIAdYE5A1IjEJv6SMUzttzYwLgJ-2BP1u4C2LFw-2FupcihyGJ-2BYSD9Xj7sdvZ6VL3n1LMB9ooaPTelToi1X5RIJvWkFhVHvtdE9jm5XvrG-2BNsn6ivLiQLxQDiyWfuyeiv4p1L2xDUbp3HtjPc-2BTFcIUYirgwVzH2zwE-3D


Each of these medals was in a bank safe deposit box that had been untouched for 
years. The last names associated with the safe deposit box, the date in which 
the  medal was recorded with the state treasurer’s office, and the location of the 
bank: 
  
Cawthon, Received Nov. 1, 1992, Portland, Oregon  
  
Wilson, Received Nov. 13, 1995, Chicago 
  
Burns, Received Nov. 5, 1997, Homewood 
  
Moore, Received Oct. 17, 2001, Peoria 
  
Smith, Received, Nov. 18, 2002, Oak Park 
  
Gorski, Received, Oct. 30, 2003, Darien 
  
Tuttle, Received Oct. 25, 2018, Decatur 
  
Alexander, Received Oct. 26, 2018, Channahon 
  
Isbell or Shayer, Received Oct. 31, 2018, Chicago 
  
Steward or VanHasselaere, Received, Oct. 31, 2018, Round Lake 
  
Wiest, Received Oct. 23, 2019, O’Fallon 
  
We have an unparalleled record in returning these military honors and we will 
build on this success, with your help. Our ask is simple: Do you know a Veteran? 
Did he or she live in any of these communities? Bank in these communities? 
Maybe a son or daughter later moved to one of these communities? 
  
Let’s start that conversation. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Michael W. Frerichs 
Illinois State Treasurer 

 

 
 
 


