
OCTOBER 2026                                                                                                         https://thetruthaboutwagonercounty.com/ 

WELCOME to The 

Truth About Wagoner 

County 
 

We are here to provide vital infor-

mation for all residents of Wagoner 

County so you’ll have the Who, What, 

Where and Why. 

County and municipality links to 

• Public meeting agendas and 

minutes 

• Elected Official contacts 

• Financial data 

• Important lawsuits 

• What’s going on in Wagoner County 

 

Our Facebook page will include current 

and past important news and notices. 

https://www.facebook.com/wagcotruth/  

Bell’s 

Amusement 

Park: The 

Story of a 

Project That 

Never Came to Be 

In November 2021, the City of Broken 

Arrow announced plans for a new 

Bell’s Amusement Park on more than 

100 acres in east Broken Arrow, near 

East Kenosha Street and the Creek 

Turnpike. For many Oklahomans, the 

announcement brought back memo-

ries of the original Bell’s Amusement 

Park and the possibility of seeing the 

familiar name return to Oklahoma. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 

https://thetruthaboutwagonercounty.com/
https://www.facebook.com/wagcotruth/
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The proposed project represented a 

significant opportunity for Broken Ar-

row. Plans called for an amusement 

park that would bring family entertain-

ment, attractions and additional visi-

tors to the area. The announcement 

generated considerable interest 

throughout the region and created ex-

citement about what the future could 

hold. 

 

What is sometimes overlooked when a 

major development does not ultimately 

come to fruition is the amount of work 

that takes place behind the scenes. 

Broken Arrow city employees devoted 

considerable time and effort toward 

helping move the project forward. From 

working with developers and reviewing 

plans to coordinating with various de-

partments and addressing the many 

details involved in a development of 

this size, there was a great deal of 

work required to try to make the pro-

ject successful. 

 

Ultimately, however, the proposed 

Bell’s Amusement Park did not be-

come a reality. The property will not be 

(Continued from page 1) home to the amusement park that was 

envisioned in 2021, but the work that 

went into trying to make the project 

happen should not be overlooked. 

 

Large development projects are com-

plicated. They involve property, plan-

ning, infrastructure, financing, regula-

tions, negotiations and many other fac-

tors. Even when everyone involved is 

working toward the same goal, circum-

stances can change and a project may 

ultimately not reach the finish line. 

 

The Truth About Wagoner County has 

begun compiling the history of the 

Bell’s Amusement Park proposal so 

that the public can look back at what 

was proposed, how the project pro-

gressed and what ultimately hap-

pened. 

 

Read the Full Timeline: 

Bell’s Amusement Park — Broken Ar-

row Timeline 

 

Part 1 of 4 supporting documents for 

the timeline has now been added to 

the webpage. Parts 2 through 4 will be 

released in the coming months. To-

(Continued on page 3) 
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gether, these documents will provide 

readers with a more complete look at 

the history of the proposed Bell’s 

Amusement Park project and the ef-

forts made to bring it to Broken Arrow. 

 

To find the timeline and documents go 

to https://

thetruthaboutwagonercounty.com/

bells-amusement-park%2Fba-1 

 

The Inola 

Smelter: Why 

Wagoner 

County Resi-

dents Should 

Be Paying  

Attention 

By The Truth About Wagoner County 

 

A major industrial project being pro-

posed just across the county line in In-

ola is becoming an issue that Wagoner 

County residents should be watching 

closely. 

 

The proposed Oklahoma Primary Alu-

minum facility would be located at the 

(Continued from page 2) Tulsa Port of Inola in Rogers County. 

The project, backed by Emirates Global 

Aluminium and Century Aluminum, 

represents an estimated $4 billion in-

vestment and is designed to produce 

more than 750,000 metric tons of alu-

minum annually. If constructed as pro-

posed, it would be the largest primary 

aluminum production facility ever built 

in the United States. 

 

For residents of Wagoner County, the 

first question may be simple: Why 

should we be concerned about a pro-

ject being built in Rogers County? 

 

The answer is that projects of this size 

can have impacts that extend well be-

yond the property where the facility is 

located. 

 

Electricity Is One Major Question 

 

One of the most significant issues sur-

rounding the proposed smelter is elec-

tricity. 

 

An aluminum smelter requires an enor-

mous amount of electrical power to op-

erate. Providing that power could re-

(Continued on page 4) 

https://thetruthaboutwagonercounty.com/bells-amusement-park%2Fba-1
https://thetruthaboutwagonercounty.com/bells-amusement-park%2Fba-1
https://thetruthaboutwagonercounty.com/bells-amusement-park%2Fba-1
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quire additional generation, transmis-

sion and other infrastructure. 

 

State Rep. Tom Gann, whose House 

District 8 includes portions of Wagon-

er, Rogers and Mayes counties, has 

raised questions about the potential 

costs associated with providing addi-

tional electrical capacity for large in-

dustrial customers. 

 

Gann has challenged an Oklahoma 

Corporation Commission decision in-

volving approximately $1.3 billion in 

additional Public Service Company of 

Oklahoma generation and storage ca-

pacity. His concerns include questions 

about how infrastructure associated 

with major new electrical customers 

could affect existing PSO customers. 

 

For Wagoner County residents, that 

raises an important question: If addi-

tional infrastructure is needed, who ul-

timately pays for it? 

 

That question deserves to be an-

swered with facts, numbers and public-

ly available information rather than as-

(Continued from page 3) sumptions. 

 

Environmental and Water Questions 

 

Electricity isn't the only issue. 

 

The Oklahoma Department of Environ-

mental Quality is reviewing the pro-

ject's air-quality construction permit. 

The project may also require additional 

permits involving water discharge, 

stormwater and waste management. 

 

Those permitting decisions will be im-

portant because the proposed facility 

would be a major industrial operation 

in a region that includes farms, ranch-

es, homes, businesses and waterways. 

 

The DEQ permitting process provides 

opportunities for public participation, 

allowing residents and other interested 

parties to review information and raise 

questions as the process moves for-

ward. 

 

For Wagoner County residents, particu-

larly those living near the Rogers Coun-

ty line, understanding what those per-

mits allow—and what environmental 

safeguards they require—is important. 



THE TRUTH                                                                                                                                                                                 PAGE 5 

 

Agriculture and Rural Communities 

 

Agriculture is another area worth 

watching. 

 

The communities surrounding Inola in-

clude farms, ranches and livestock op-

erations. Northeastern Wagoner Coun-

ty is also home to agricultural produc-

ers who could potentially be affected 

by changes in traffic, infrastructure, 

development patterns and surrounding 

land use. 

 

That does not mean the smelter will 

necessarily harm agricultural opera-

tions. It does mean that the potential 

effects should be examined carefully 

and documented before decisions are 

finalized. 

 

Questions about air emissions, water 

use, transportation, land development 

and emergency response are all rea-

sonable questions for residents to ask. 

 

A Legal Battle Is Already Underway 

 

(Continued from page 4) The proposed project has also become 

the subject of litigation. 

 

Oklahoma Attorney General Gentner 

Drummond filed a lawsuit seeking to 

block the project, raising concerns in-

volving residents, livestock and natural 

resources. A federal court recently re-

turned that case to Rogers County Dis-

trict Court, where the legal proceed-

ings will continue. 

 

At the same time, the town of Inola has 

extended its moratorium concerning 

the project through April 7, 2027. 

 

That extension provides additional 

time for local officials and residents to 

consider the project, proposed zoning 

issues and other questions surround-

ing the development. 

 

Why Wagoner County Should Follow 

the Story 

 

State Rep. Tom Gann has also called 

for greater transparency and additional 

examination of the proposed smelter. 

Among the questions being raised are 

issues involving incentives, infrastruc-

ture, government agreements and the 
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potential costs associated with the pro-

ject. 

 

Those questions matter to Wagoner 

County because government decisions 

and infrastructure investments do not 

always stop at a county boundary. 

 

A large industrial development can in-

fluence regional roads, electric infra-

structure, water resources, employ-

ment, housing, emergency services 

and future economic development. 

 

At The Truth About Wagoner County, 

our goal is not to tell residents what 

they should think about the proposed 

smelter. Our goal is to provide the in-

formation residents need to make their 

own informed decisions. 

 

There are legitimate economic oppor-

tunities associated with a project of 

this magnitude, just as there are legiti-

mate questions about its potential 

costs and impacts. 

 

Both deserve to be examined. 

 

(Continued from page 5) For Wagoner County residents, this is-

n't simply an Inola story. 

 

As the permitting, legal and local gov-

ernment processes continue, residents 

should have access to the facts, public 

records, environmental information, 

economic projections and infrastruc-

ture plans surrounding the proposed 

facility. 

 

The Truth About Wagoner County will 

continue following the issue and exam-

ining the available information as it de-

velops. 

 

Part 2 will examine the electricity ques-

tion: Who pays when a $4 billion indus-

trial project requires enormous 

amounts of new power and infrastruc-

ture—and what could that mean for ex-

isting PSO customers? 

 

For more information go to Oklahoma 

State Rep. Tom Gann’s Facebook page 

at https://www.facebook.com/

tom.gann.5661 

https://www.facebook.com/tom.gann.5661
https://www.facebook.com/tom.gann.5661
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Events Around Wagoner County 
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Events Around Wagoner County 
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Events Around Wagoner County 
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COUNTY AND MUNICIPALITY LINKS 

County or Municipality Agendas & Minutes Government / Council Information 

Wagoner County 
https://www.wagonercounty.ok.gov/
AgendaCenter 

  

https://
www.wagonercounty.ok.gov/264/Elected
-Officials 

City of Broken Arrow 
https://brokenarrow.legistar.com/
Calendar.aspx 

  

https://www.brokenarrowok.gov/home/
showpublisheddocu-
ment/5311/638711499707630000 

  

City of Coweta 

  

https://www.cityofcoweta-
ok.gov/325/Agenda-and-Minutes 

  

https://www.cityofcoweta-ok.gov/27/
Government 

City of Porter 

  

https://townofporterok.com/meeting-
agendas-and-minutes 

  

https://townofporterok.com/ 

City of Wagoner 

  

https://www.wagonerok.org/
Government/Meetings-and-Agendas 

  

https://www.wagonerok.org/
Government/City-Council/Ward-
Information 

 

 

The only person who should fear an educated community, is 

one who depends on its ignorance 
 

Visit our website at https://thetruthaboutwagonercounty.com/ 

 

On Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/wagcotruth/ 

https://www.wagonercounty.ok.gov/AgendaCenter
https://www.wagonercounty.ok.gov/AgendaCenter
https://www.wagonercounty.ok.gov/264/Elected-Officials
https://www.wagonercounty.ok.gov/264/Elected-Officials
https://www.wagonercounty.ok.gov/264/Elected-Officials
https://brokenarrow.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
https://brokenarrow.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
https://www.brokenarrowok.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/5311/638711499707630000
https://www.brokenarrowok.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/5311/638711499707630000
https://www.brokenarrowok.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/5311/638711499707630000
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