Living Under Authority (Romans 13:1–7)

Day 1 – God Is the Source of Authority
📜 Lesson
“Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God…” (Romans 13:1)
Paul establishes a foundational truth: all authority ultimately comes from God. 
Even imperfect human systems exist under His sovereign ordering. 
This does not mean every authority is righteous—but it does mean none operate outside God’s awareness or permission. Christians are called to recognize this and respond with humility and submission.
Daniel modeled this well—serving faithfully under pagan kings while keeping ultimate allegiance to God.

🤔 Reflection Questions
1. How does knowing authority comes from God change your attitude toward leaders?
2. Where do you struggle most with submission? Why?
3. What does “ordered allegiance” (God first, authorities second) look like in your life?

🧘 Meditation
“Lord, help me see authority through Your eyes. Teach me to respect what You have established, even when it is difficult.”

📝 Notes







Day 2 – Resisting Authority and God’s Order
📜 Lesson
“Whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God…” (Romans 13:2)
To resist rightful authority is, in principle, to resist God’s structure for order. 
Paul is addressing a real issue: believers being seen as disruptive or rebellious. Instead, Christians are called to show they are law-abiding and peace-seeking.
This does not forbid all resistance—but it sets the default posture: submission, not rebellion.

🤔 Reflection Questions
1. Do you tend toward resistance or submission when you disagree with authority?
2. How can you show respect even when you disagree?
3. Are there areas where pride keeps you from submitting?

🧘 Meditation
“Father, reveal any rebellious spirit in me. Teach me to walk in humility and peace.”

📝 Notes












Day 3 – Government as God’s Servant
📜 Lesson
“For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil… he is God’s minister to you for good.” (Romans 13:3–4)
Government is described as God’s servant for maintaining justice and order. [Romans pt...ch 13_1-7 | Word]
Even flawed systems function to:
· Restrain evil
· Promote good
· Maintain stability
Without this structure, society would collapse into chaos.
This reframes how believers view authority—not merely as political power, but as part of God’s design for a fallen world.

🤔 Reflection Questions
1. How have you seen authority restrain evil or promote good?
2. Do you view government as a burden—or a God-ordained tool?
3. How can Christians contribute to peace and order in society?

🧘 Meditation
“God, help me see Your hand at work even through imperfect systems. Give me a heart that values order and justice.”

📝 Notes






Day 4 – Obedience from Conscience
📜 Lesson
“Submit… not only because of wrath but also for conscience’ sake.” (Romans 13:5)
True obedience is not driven only by fear of punishment—but by a conscience shaped by God. 
Christians obey because:
· It honors God
· It reflects integrity
· It becomes an act of worship
This transforms everyday obedience into spiritual devotion.

🤔 Reflection Questions
1. Do you obey primarily out of fear—or conviction?
2. What does it mean to have a conscience shaped by Scripture?
3. How can obedience become an act of worship in your daily life?

🧘 Meditation
“Lord, shape my conscience by Your Word. Let my obedience come from love, not fear.”

📝 Notes









Day 5 – Living It Out: Honor, Taxes, and Witness
📜 Lesson
“Render… taxes… customs… fear… honor…” (Romans 13:7)
Christian obedience includes practical actions:
· Paying taxes
· Honoring leaders
· Respecting authority [Romans pt...ch 13_1-7 | Word]
These are not merely civic duties—they are part of our witness.
At the same time, Scripture makes clear:
· We obey authorities unless they require disobedience to God (Acts 5:29 referenced in your doc). [Romans pt...ch 13_1-7 | Word]
This balance defines mature Christian living:
· Respectful
· Law-abiding
· Yet ultimately loyal to God above all

🤔 Reflection Questions
1. Are you faithful in both public and private integrity?
2. How does your behavior reflect Christ to society?
3. Where might God be calling you to greater faithfulness in obedience?

🧘 Meditation
“Father, help my life reflect integrity in every area. May my obedience be a testimony to Your truth.”

📝 Notes




✅ Closing Thought
Romans 13 reminds us that submission is not weakness—it is trust in God’s sovereignty.
Christians are called to be:
· Faithful citizens
· People of integrity
· Witnesses of a higher kingdom

