5-Day Devotional: Can We Trust the Bible?

Day 1: Faith Built on Facts
Scripture Reading: 2 Peter 1:16
"For we did not follow cleverly devised myths..." 
Devotional
Many people assume Christianity is based on tradition, feelings, or legends. Peter confronted that very idea. He boldly declared that the gospel was not a cleverly invented story but a message rooted in real historical events. 
The Christian faith rests on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ—events that occurred in real places, among real people, and within recorded history. God has never asked us to believe without reason. Instead, He has provided evidence that points us toward faith.
When doubts arise, remember that biblical faith is not blind faith. It is confidence in a God who has acted in history and revealed Himself through His Son.
Reflection Questions
1. What doubts have you faced regarding the trustworthiness of Scripture?
2. How does knowing Christianity is rooted in history strengthen your faith?
3. What evidence has God used to draw you closer to Him?
Prayer
Father, thank You that my faith is grounded in truth and not myths. Help me trust Your Word and stand confidently upon its foundation. Amen.

Day 2: The Testimony of Eyewitnesses
Scripture Reading: 2 Peter 1:16–18
"We were eyewitnesses of His majesty." 
Devotional
Peter was not sharing secondhand information. He had walked with Jesus, listened to His teaching, witnessed His miracles, and heard the Father's voice at the Transfiguration. 
The apostles consistently pointed to what they had seen and heard. Their testimony remained unchanged even when it cost them persecution and, for many, their lives. People may die for what they mistakenly believe to be true, but few willingly die for what they know to be a lie.
The Bible records the testimony of men and women whose lives were transformed by encountering the risen Christ. Their witness continues to point us to Jesus today.
Reflection Questions
1. Why is eyewitness testimony important when establishing truth?
2. What impresses you most about the apostles' commitment to their message?
3. How has Christ made Himself real in your own life?
Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank You for the faithful witnesses who recorded Your life and work. Strengthen my confidence in their testimony and help me follow You wholeheartedly. Amen.

Day 3: God's Signature Through Prophecy
Scripture Reading: 2 Peter 1:19
"We have the prophetic word confirmed." 
Devotional
One of the strongest evidences for Scripture's divine origin is fulfilled prophecy. Long before Jesus was born, the Old Testament foretold details of His coming—His birthplace, His birth from a virgin, His betrayal, and even aspects of His crucifixion. 
Only God can declare the end from the beginning. Prophecy demonstrates that history is not random; it unfolds according to God's sovereign plan.
When we read fulfilled prophecy, we are reminded that the same God who fulfilled His promises in the past will fulfill His promises in the future. His Word can be trusted because His character is unchanging.
Reflection Questions
1. What fulfilled prophecy strengthens your confidence in Scripture?
2. How does God's control of history encourage you today?
3. What promise of God are you relying upon right now?
Prayer
God, thank You for proving Your faithfulness through fulfilled prophecy. Help me trust Your promises and rest in Your sovereign care. Amen.

Day 4: God's Preserved Word
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 40:8
"The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever." 
Devotional
For thousands of years, the Bible has been copied, translated, studied, attacked, and defended. Yet it remains the most influential book in human history. The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls demonstrated the remarkable accuracy with which God's Word was preserved through the centuries. 
Empires have risen and fallen. Philosophies have come and gone. But God's Word continues to endure.
This preservation reminds us that God not only inspired Scripture; He has faithfully watched over it. The same God who preserved His Word is able to preserve His people through every season of life.
Reflection Questions
1. What does the preservation of Scripture tell you about God's faithfulness?
2. How often do you read and treasure God's Word?
3. What would change if you approached the Bible as God's enduring message to you?
Prayer
Father, thank You for preserving Your Word throughout history. Give me a heart that treasures, studies, and obeys Your truth. Amen.

Day 5: The Bible That Changes Lives
Scripture Reading: Hebrews 4:12
"For the word of God is living and active." 
Devotional
The greatest evidence for the power of Scripture may be the lives it transforms. Throughout history, God's Word has brought hope to the hopeless, freedom to the captive, and salvation to sinners. 
The Bible is more than information; it is God's living message. When we read it, the Holy Spirit uses it to convict, encourage, guide, and transform us.
A reliable Bible calls for a response. The question is not merely whether we believe the Bible is true. The question is whether we will trust the Christ it reveals and obey the truths it teaches. 
Reflection Questions
1. How has God's Word changed your life?
2. What area of your life needs to be surrendered to Scripture's authority?
3. What step of obedience is God calling you to take today?
Prayer
Lord, thank You for Your living Word. Continue to transform my heart and shape my life through Scripture. Help me not only to believe Your Word but to obey it. Amen.
Memory Verse for the Week
"For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit." — 2 Peter 1:2
