5-Day Devotional: What Christianity Really Teaches
Based on the sermon "What Christianity Really Teaches: Correcting Common Misconceptions" 

Day 1: Saved by Grace, Not Performance
Scripture: Romans 3:21-24; Ephesians 2:8-9; 
Key Thought: Christianity is not about earning heaven; it is about receiving God's gift of grace through Jesus Christ. Many people live as though God's acceptance must be earned through good behavior, religious activity, or personal effort. The gospel teaches the opposite. Christ has already done the work necessary for our salvation. We are invited to trust Him rather than ourselves. 
Reflection: Are you resting in Christ's finished work, or are you trying to prove your worth to God? Grace frees us from constantly comparing ourselves to others and reminds us that our hope is found in Jesus alone. 
Prayer: Lord, thank You that my salvation is based on Your grace and not my performance. Help me to rest in the finished work of Christ and trust You completely. Amen.
Today's Action: When feelings of inadequacy arise, remind yourself: "I am saved by God's grace, not by my achievements."

Day 2: A Relationship, Not Just Rules
Scripture: Romans 13:8-1-; Matthew 22:37-40; John 14:15
Key Thought: God's commands are not burdens designed to restrict us; they guide us into a deeper relationship with Him. Jesus summarized the law with two commands: love God and love your neighbor. Obedience flows from love, not mere obligation. 
Reflection: Often we ask, "What do I have to do?" Instead, ask, "How can I love God today?" Christianity is not primarily a checklist but a relationship with a loving Father who desires our hearts. 
Prayer: Father, teach me to love You with all my heart, soul, and mind. Let my obedience be motivated by gratitude and love rather than duty alone. Amen.
Today's Action: Find one practical way to show love to someone today as an expression of your love for God.

Day 3: Humility Through Grace
Scripture:  Romans 3:21; Romans 12:1-2; Luke 18:9-14
Key Thought: Grace destroys pride. If everything we have comes from God, then we have no reason to boast. The gospel reminds us that we all stand in need of mercy and that every blessing we receive comes from God's hand. 
Reflection: The Pharisee trusted in himself, while the tax collector cried out for mercy. Which attitude best describes your heart? Humility opens the door for God to work in our lives and through our lives. 
Prayer: Lord, protect me from pride and self-righteousness. Help me remember the grace You have shown me and extend that same grace to others. Amen.
Today's Action: Encourage someone today without drawing attention to yourself. Practice serving quietly.

Day 4: Repentance Leads to Joy
Scripture: Romans 2:4; Luke 15:11-24; Psalms 51
Key Thought: Repentance is not a destination of shame but a pathway to restoration. When the prodigal son returned, the father welcomed him with open arms. God's desire is not to condemn us but to restore us when we turn back to Him. 
Reflection: Many believers carry unnecessary guilt long after they have confessed their sins. God's forgiveness is real. Genuine repentance involves turning from sin and embracing His grace. 
Prayer: Merciful Father, thank You for Your willingness to forgive and restore. Help me run to You rather than hide from You when I fail. Amen.
Today's Action: Confess any unaddressed sin to God and receive His forgiveness with gratitude.

Day 5: True Joy Is Found in Christ
Scripture: Psalm 16:11; John 2:1-11; Romans 14:16-17; John 15:11
Key Thought: Christianity is not anti-joy. In fact, true joy is found in God's presence. The world often seeks happiness in temporary things, but lasting joy comes from knowing Christ and walking with Him daily. 
Reflection: Jesus attended celebrations, shared meals with people, and taught His followers to rejoice. Holiness is not merely avoiding sin; it is learning to delight in God. 
Prayer: Lord, help me find my greatest joy in You. Fill my heart with gratitude and teach me to rejoice in Your goodness every day. Amen.
Today's Action: Write down three blessings God has given you and spend time thanking Him for each one.

Closing Thought
Christianity is not about earning heaven, living under endless rules, or proving your worth. It is about the grace of God revealed in Jesus Christ—a grace that saves, transforms, restores, and fills believers with lasting joy. Fix your eyes on Christ this week, and let His truth shape your heart and life

