Christ Our Righteousness
Romans 10:1–11

Day 1 — Zeal Is Not Enough
Scripture: Romans 10:1-3  Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved.  (2)  For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.  (3)  For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.
“They have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.” (v.2)
Reflection
Paul begins this passage with heartbreak. Israel was sincere, devoted, and religious—yet still lost. Their problem was not a lack of passion, effort, or discipline. Their problem was misplaced trust. They pursued righteousness as something to achieve rather than something to receive.
This is a sobering truth for anyone who takes faith seriously. It is possible to attend church, pray often, read Scripture, and care deeply about spiritual things—and still rely on yourself instead of Christ.
Self‑righteousness doesn’t always look rebellious. Often it looks respectable. It quietly says, “I will stand before God based on what I have done.” But God’s righteousness can never be earned—it must be submitted to.
Heart Check
· What do you rely on most for your standing before God?
· Are there areas where zeal has replaced humble dependence on grace?
Prayer
Lord, search my heart. Show me where I trust my effort more than Your grace. Teach me to submit fully to Your righteousness, not my own. Amen.

Day 2 — Submitting to God’s Righteousness
Scripture: Romans 10:3  For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God. 
This is where they failed. They were ignorant of God's righteousness, ignorant of the fact that God imputes righteousness on the principle of faith and not of works. They went about trying to produce a righteousness of their own by law-keeping. They tried to win God's favor by their own efforts, their own character, their own good works. They steadfastly refused to submit to God's plan for reckoning righteous those ungodly sinners who believe on His Son.
Reflection
The core issue Paul identifies is submission. Israel did not simply misunderstand righteousness—they resisted it. God’s righteousness offends our pride because it leaves no room for boasting. Submission means admitting we cannot save ourselves.
Grace is humbling. It requires surrender before it brings peace. To submit to God’s righteousness is to stop defending ourselves, stop comparing ourselves to others, and stop trying to appear “good enough.”
This kind of submission is not passive—it is deeply freeing. When we stop striving to earn acceptance, we finally begin to rest in the acceptance already given in Christ.
Heart Check
· Where are you still trying to prove yourself—to God or others?
· What would it look like for you to truly surrender your self‑trust?
Prayer
Father, I confess how often I rely on myself. Teach me to submit—to stop striving and start trusting. Thank You that righteousness is a gift, not a reward. Amen.




Day 3 — Christ Is the Goal
Scripture: Romans 10:4  For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.
If they had only believed on Christ, they would have seen that He is the end of the law for righteousness. The purpose of the law is to reveal sin, to convict and condemn transgressors. It can never impart righteousness. The penalty of the broken law is death. In His death, Christ paid the penalty of the law which men had broken. When a sinner receives the Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior, the law has nothing more to say to him. Through the death of his Substitute, he has died to the law. He is through with the law and with the fu tile attempt to achieve righteousness through it.
Reflection
Christ is the goal of the law—not its cancellation, but its fulfillment. The law was never meant to save us; it was meant to show us our need for a Savior. Jesus obeyed perfectly where we failed and bore the curse we deserved.
Some do not receive forgiveness because they are still trying to be 'good enough' on their own merit, striving to be perfect under the law. Instead we are to be in listening obedience to Christ and His word, trusting in His righteousness: the practice of His Presence rather than practice the presence of the 'old man'. It is by the blood of the Lamb and by our testimony to all that Jesus did on the cross and in His Resurrection, that our sins are forgiven: by His resurrection we live in righteousness. We are to act forgiven by what Jesus did, receiving this truth is our responsibility. God will not do this for us.  
This means righteousness is not found in trying harder, doing better, or improving spiritually enough. Righteousness is found in a Person. The law stops demanding when Christ steps in.
If you are in Christ, you are not “almost righteous” or “in progress toward acceptance.” You are fully accepted because Christ’s obedience has been credited to you.
Heart Check
· Do you live as though Christ completed your righteousness—or as though you must still earn it?
· How does resting in Christ change the way you view obedience?
Prayer
Jesus, thank You for fulfilling the law in my place. Help me obey not out of fear, but out of gratitude and love. Be the foundation of my confidence today. Amen.
Day 4 — Near, Not Distant
Scripture: Romans 10:5-8  For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, "THE MAN WHO DOES THOSE THINGS SHALL LIVE BY THEM."  (6)  But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, "DO NOT SAY IN YOUR HEART, 'WHO WILL ASCEND INTO HEAVEN?' " (that is, to bring Christ down from above)  (7)  or, " 'WHO WILL DESCEND INTO THE ABYSS?' " (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  (8)  But what does it say? "THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART" (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 
“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart.” (v.8)
Reflection
If the gospel doesn't tell men to do the humanly impossible, or to do what has already been done by the Lord, what then does it say?
Again Paul adapts a verse from Deuteronomy 30 to say that the gospel is near, accessible, intelligible, and easily obtained; it can be expressed in familiar conversation (in your mouth); and it can be readily understood in the mind (in your heart) (Deu_30:14). It is the good news o
Faith does not call us to climb to heaven or descend into the depths. Christ has already come down. He has already died. He has already risen. Salvation is not distant, hidden, or reserved for spiritual elites.
The gospel does not say, “Do more.” It says, “Trust what has already been done.” God brings righteousness close—near enough to believe, confess, and rest in.
This nearness is an invitation to stop striving and start trusting. You do not need extraordinary experiences or heroic obedience—only faith in an extraordinary Savior.
Heart Check
· Are you treating salvation as something distant or difficult to reach?
· What keeps you from resting fully in Christ’s finished work?
Prayer
Gracious God, thank You that salvation is near, not far away. Help me rest in what Christ has already accomplished and trust Your promises with joy. Amen.

Day 5 — Unashamed Faith
Scripture: Romans 10:9-11  that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  (10)  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  (11)  For the Scripture says, "WHOEVER BELIEVES ON HIM WILL NOT BE PUT TO SHAME."
Reflection
Realize there is no salvation in or within one's self or in the world. Salvation is by the word of God, as we confess it and verbally state God's word and believe. Then faith grows and increases effecting a reconciliation within one's self, with others, and with God. To 'reconcile' means to change, to change thoroughly, to exchange, to change from enmity to friendship, to bring together, to restore, to be related and united with God.  
Saving faith is both inward and outward. It believes in the heart and confesses with the mouth. To say “Jesus is Lord” is not merely a statement—it is an allegiance. It declares that Christ reigns over your life, your identity, and your future.
The promise attached to this faith is staggering: no shame. No regret. No eternal disappointment. Christ does not fail those who rest in Him. Our assurance is not rooted in the strength of our faith but in the strength of our Savior.
When your life is built on Christ, even suffering and weakness cannot undo what grace has secured.
Heart Check
· Is Jesus openly confessed as Lord in your life?
· Where can you live more boldly and confidently in your faith?
Prayer
Risen Lord, I trust in You alone. You are my righteousness and my hope. Help me live unashamed, confident that everyone who believes in You will never be put to shame. Amen.

Closing Encouragement
You don’t need better performance—you need deeper trust.
You don’t need to climb higher—you need to rest more fully.
Christ is not an addition to your efforts; He is your righteousness.
