Central Christian Church
Disciples of Christ
August 2025

Pastor’s Pondering
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind.” This is the greatest commandment. And the
second is like it:" Love your neighbor as yourself.” Matthew 22: 37-39

When I think about August, sometimes called the “Dog Days of
Summer,” the days are hot, humid and lazy. Work for the summer
hours is coming to a close and we start to settle in for fall and the
harvest.

We have talked about our neighbors many times over the last few
Sundays. Who are our neighbors? This time of year we find ourselves
meeting with our neighbors to have coffee, visit, and share the stories
of the summer. God encourages us to love our neighbors as ourselves.

The changing of the seasons invites us to slow down and use this
time to renew our promise to God and Jesus, that we can spend time
giving and sharing with those around us and those who may not
have what we have. The exchange of love and giving is a beautiful
way of fulfilling what Jesus has asked us to do, love our neighbors as
ourselves.

Blessing and Shalom
Pastor Mike
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Central Christian Church Board Meeting Tidbits July 16, 2025

Jeff Sommerlot, board chair, called the meeting to order. § members & Pastor Mike were
present.

Mary Jane Hazelwood gave the opening prayer.

June minutes were approved & August calendar events were reviewed.

Property- sanctuary AC is complete. The sign is in the shop.

Personnel - Beth Campbell - absent

Congregational Rep — Carolyn Thompson — no report

Finance — Pat Sommerlot — no report

Treasurer- Mary Hazelwood — went through the financial reports

Deacons- Carolyn Thompson — no report

Elders- Jim Gossett — had a regular meeting. Meditation Elders are doing a great job.

Missions- Judy Osgood — $1250 so far for Nicaragua Mission trip. Every Sunday in July
is Food Box Sunday. August mission is the HOC supply closet.

DWF - Sarah Sade — no report

Worship Team — will start planning for the Holiday Stroll, Thanksgiving & Advent
Pastor’s report — studied & prepared 4 Sunday services. Attended: Worship Team, Elders
& General Board meetings. Made phone calls & visited with congregants. Attended
Gatherers. Worked with Music Team. Continued “Moment with God” morning medita-
tion live on FB. Facilitated Grief Group. Officiated celebration of life for Vernon West.
Old Business — ramp windows have been cleaned

New Business — board discussed Rummage Sale funds

Closing prayer — Pastor Mike

Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Colette Benge, Board Secretary
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2025

Church Board and Committee members

Board Chair: Jeff Sommerlot

Vice Board Chair: Jim Gossett

Board Secretary: Colette Benge
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Treasurer: Mary Jane Hazelwood

Property: Jeff Sommerlot, Allen Miller, Steve Huse- AuguSt
boe, Bob Cook

Personnel/Congregational Rep: Beth Campbell, Blrthdays
Carolyn Thompson, Peggy White..

Finance Chair: Pat Sommerlot

Missions: Judy Osgood, Beth Campbell, Marla Cook ) .
2 Dietta Nevins

4 Beverly Kelling
8 Connie Cooper
8 Ella Elzinga

Deacon Chair: Carolyn Thompson

Deacons: Carolyn Thompson, Ed Phillips, Rhonda
Spence

DWF: Sarah Sade

14 Peggy White
Eld Chair: Mary Ab . .
oS Thatr Aaty Abens 22 Shirley Nicholson
Elders: Beth Campbell, Jan Bringman, Jim Gossett, 29 Janet Swanson

Mary Jane Hazelwood, Andy Burt, Marla Cook

Honorary Elder: Sara Sade
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CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH

August Greeters: Carolyn Thompson and

Sarah Sade

August Deacon: Carolyn Thompson

August 3

Elder: Marla Cook

Worship Leader: Marla Cook

Scripture: Psalm 107:1-9, 43, Luke 12:13-21
Hymns:

#622 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”
#15CP “Great is the Lord”

#393 “One Bread, One Body”

#354 “Seek Ye First”

August 10

Elder: Beth Campbell

Worship Leader: Judy Osgood
Scripture: Luke 12:32-40
Hymns:

#631 “Lift Every Voice and Sing”
“Be Not Dismayed”

#572 “Take Time to Be Holy”

#184CP “Soon and Very Soon”

August 17

Elder: Mary Jane Hazelwood

Worship Leader: Mary Jane Hazelwood
Scripture: lIsaiah 5:1-7, Luke 12:49-56
Hymns:

#464 “God of Grace and God of Glory”
#636 “Abide with Me” v.1,3,4

#44CP “Open Our Eyes, Lord”

#632 “Lead On, O King Eternal”

August 24

Elder: Mary Abens

Worship Leader: Mary Abens

Scripture: Luke 13:10-17

Hymn:

#286 “This is the Day”

#88 “All My Hope on God is Founded”

#163CP “Come to the Table of the Lord”
“He’s Got the Whole World”

August 31

Elder: Marla Cook

Worship Leader: Marla Cook

Scripture: Luke 14:1, 7-14

#464 “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service
#452 “Here | Am Lord”

#128 “Once Candle is Lit”

#546 “Amazing Grace”
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Elders Meditation

Were you in church on the 20th? If not, you need to listen to Pastor Mike's sermon on Youtube. He
talked about the story of Mary and Martha and being distracted. | am always distracted, is my garden
getting enough rain, did | remember to feed the cats, did | remember to call someone back, where did |

Well, July is my favorite month of the year. | get to go to the Christian Conference Center for Beginner
camp with a big group of 8 and 9 yr olds. |am so calm there and not distracted. | love hearing the kids'
ideas about God and Jesus. This year we talked a lot about how no one is Gods favorite and how to be
kind. We made pictures of our dream home. | was amazed to see so many pictures drawn with large gar-
dens and free food stands in front of their homes. Some had extra cottages around their house for home-
less persons. Of course, there were pools and soccer fields, but these kids were very aware of what our
world needs.

Sure, I'm tired when | get home from camp, but | regroup there and feel so much closer to God while | am
there and not distracted.

Then later in July | get to travel to my 2" home Nicaragua. | find so much peace there. Partly because |
don't see the news or have much connection with the internet. But the people in Santa Emilia welcome
us to their homes and share what little they have with us.

Many wouldn't like to spend a week eating rice and beans or taking a shower by pouring a bucket of cold
water over your head, but life is simple and happy and centered around their strong faith. |don't get dis-

tracted there and often have many God moments as | work with the community and enjoy the nature.

So | hope you all have a place or time where you can find peace and talk to God and enjoy some time not
being overwhelmed with distractions.

Beth Campbell, Elder



PRAYER CONCERNS

Please be in pravyer for the following:
e000000000000000

Please pray for our members and families. Hold in prayer the following:

Frank and Dorothy Borton, Jean and Lars Brownlie, David and Linda Halvorsen,

Beverly Craig, Peggy White.

Prayers for those affected by acts of violence.

¢

*

Prayers for our nation that we may come together as one.

Prayer for all of those affected by war around our world.

Pray for those affected by flooding and other natural disasters.

Prayers for those affected by the severe weather throughout the country.

Pray for World Peace.

Prayer Requests

There are slips for Prayer Requests by the offering trays, in the
Gathering Room and in the note box by the Church Office door.
Please write your request, and check which groups you want it to
go to. Let us know if it’s confidential, and sign your name



502 Plaza Heights Road
Marshalltown, 1A 50158
641-753-7704
www.lowaRiverHospice.org

Your River of Hope.
June 16, 2025

Central Christian Church
Attn: Judy Osgood

300 West Main Street
Marshalltown, 1A 50158

Dear Friends,

The heart of lowa River Hospice is serving others at a tender time of life,
guiding our patients and their loved ones through a difficult journey. Our loving
care, tailored to each individual patient, is delivered to their home by our
compassionate staff.

Because of generous donors like you, we are able to dedicate ourselves
to providing specialized care for our patients. Doing ‘whatever it takes’ to support
our patients and their loved ones is at the core of our work and we could not do
that without you.

“You make such a difference in the lives of the people you care for,” said
the daughter of our patient. “We will never forget the gentle care you gave Dad
and the time spent helping us cope with his iliness. Daddy is at peace and so
are we because of your help.”

We could not do our work without your support. Your in-kind gift of frozen
cookie dough, paper towels, paper cups, foam plates, plastic silverware, facial
tissue, napkins, toilet paper, sticky notes, toilet bowl cleaner, glass cleaner,
Clorox cleaner, bleach and trash bags helps your friends and neighbors at one of
life’'s most challenging times.

With grateful thanks,

i ghladiy

Shauna Callaway
Executive Director

P.S. As a special thanks we will be adding your name to our list of generous
donors in our next newsletter. No goods or serwces were provuded in retum for
this donation.
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Important Updates-You need to know!

LIVESTREAMING NOW ON YOUTUBE

We are now livestreaming our Central Christian Church services on YouTube.

This has solved several problems we were having with Facebook. We are still
providing a link on Facebook with takes you directly to YouTube and the Cen-
tral Christian Church Marshalltown page. Not only can you see the most re-

cent services but also many from 2021 and 2022. | promise this will be easy

for you! We also have a link on the church website.

We had to upgrade the church wifi. Now we no longer have the restriction of
running the copier and Sunday morning! It is now plugged in and ready to go
at all times! There is a new member wifi user name and password. It is;

user name - cccmember

Password — Welcome2u

Finance June 2025

May Revenues: $4423.00 May Expenses: $7513.00

June Revenues: $8323.00 June Expenses: $12338.00

Mary Jane Hazelwood, Finance Chair




Announcements

Church Attendance Gatherer’s will meet on Friday
7/6- 97 August 22, at 5:30pm, Mama Di-
Grado’s, located at the American
7/13- 31 Legion
7/90- 28 Hosted by:
Sarah Sade, Jean Whitmore and
7/27- 39 Ruth Pearson. .

Please let Carolyn or Peggy know
by Wednesday August 21 if you
would like to be added to the res-

ervation.

August Mission

Our mission project for August will be the Supply Closet for the House of
Compassion. Their needs are over the counter medications, personal hygiene prod-
ucts, cleaning products, toilet paper, kleenex, laundry products, light bulbs, trash

bags, disposable diapers and wipes. Place your donations on the shelves in the gath-
ering area.

Annual Church Sale

The annual sale for the church will be Friday, August 8 from 8-5 and Saturday, August 9 from 8-
1. We are hard at work getting ready for the sale.

If you have any time to spare, we welcome you to come join us in preparing for the sale. We are
having a lot of fun and fellowship and laughter! Come and go as you need to!

PLEASE, please come on the sale days and help us with the sale. We have many things we will
need help with and it takes no talent, just energy! We will need people to be what we call
roamers who walk around and help keep things straightened up. We will need people to help
bag items that are sold. We have a couple people ready to take the money but can always use a
couple more. Colette will be working the kitchen to keep food available for us to take turns tak-
ing lunch time. We will need a couple greeters at the door. You don't have to stay the whole
time but we appreciate any time you can give.

ALSO we would like to have people to sign up to provide food for us to snack on and have for
lunch. A sign up sheet will be in the gathering area.

It's work, but it's fun! And when it's done---we'll have to pack up what is left and decide where
it is going and take it there! More fun!
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Marshalltown Central

Christian Church P ]
Pastor Mike Carlson g O;;
Board Chair: Jeff Sommerlot J Q\:
Elders Chair: Mary Abens ,;b( c:e\
Deacon Chair: Carolyn Thompson ES O?
Office Administrator: Becky Neiman We are Disciplcs of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a
Custodian: Mary Koshak Fragmcntcd world. As part of the one body of Christ, we
Organist: Colette Benge welcome all to the Lorcf’js Tablc as God has welcomed us.

Disciples of Christ Statement of Idcnﬁtg
Choir Director: Valerie Sondag

Office Hours: gam-lpm , Tue-Fri SUNDAY WORSHIP TIME Il O:OO A.M.

SUNDAY ONLINE SERVICE 10:00 A.M.




