Legionella Risk Assessment                                                                                      March 2026

LEGIONELLA RISK ASSESSMENT – BERKSWELL READING ROOM

The Reading Room Committee have reviewed and assessed guidance on the risk of Legionella within the premises and viewed this as LOW RISK. There is no medium or long term water storage. The hot water kitchen boiler is in regular use, that is generally weekly, and when this is not the case, the boiler will be flushed out as a preventative measure. 
LEGIONELLA EXTRACT FROM THE HSE WEBSITE (for information):
Are there Legionella risks in my workplace?
Any water system, with the right environmental conditions, could be a source for legionella bacteria growth. There is a reasonably foreseeable legionella risk if your water system:
· has a water temperature between 20–45 °C
· creates and/or spreads breathable droplets, eg aerosol created by a cooling tower, or water outlets
· stores and/or re-circulates water
· likely to contain a source of nutrients for the organism to grow, eg rust, sludge, scale, organic matter and biofilms

It is important that water is not allowed to stagnate within the water system and so there should be careful management of dwellings that are vacant for extended periods (eg student accommodation left empty over the summer vacation).  
As a general principle, outlets on hot and cold water systems should be used at least once a week to maintain a degree of water flow and minimise the chances of stagnation. To manage the risks during non-occupancy, consideration should be given to implementing a suitable flushing regime or other measures such as draining the system if it is to remain vacant for long periods.
In most residential settings, a simple assessment may show that the risks are low and no further action may be necessary. An example of a typical lower risk situation may be found in a small building (eg housing unit) with small domestic-type water systems, where daily water usage is inevitable and sufficient to turn over the entire system; where cold water is directly from a wholesome mains supply (no stored water tanks); where hot water is fed from instantaneous heaters or low volume water heaters (supplying outlets at 50 °C); and where the only outlets are toilets and wash hand basins).  
If the assessment shows the risks are low and are being properly managed, no further action is needed but it is important to review the assessment regularly in case anything changes in the system.
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